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Joyce Pancoast has been a T!LC Covenant & Kingdom partner for over 

10 years and is now entering her 5th year as the Awana director for the 

5th – 6th grade girls.  She has also been an Alpha facilitator and was  

recently commissioned as a Restoring the Foundations (RTF) &           

Barnabas prayer minister. In Joyce’s testimony below she shares a little 

bit about how she had ‘ungodly’ beliefs regarding her identity.  The 

truth of Proverbs 18:21 that says, “the tongue has the power of life and 

death”, was a kairos (aha!) moment for Joyce as she realized that   

negative words spoken to her when she was a very young child had 

impacted her beliefs about who she was – her true identity as a child of 

God.  Joyce discovered the power of what Cleansing Stream refers to 

as ‘Words of Life’ and is now very intentional about speaking words 

that ‘build up – not tear down’ as she doesn’t want anyone (especially 

children) to be unintentionally wounded by words as she was.  “Words of Life” is one of the ‘tools’ that Joyce 

refers to in her testimony.  When asked for an example of how she uses this discipling tool she shared the   

following story:  “There was a youngster in my daycare that would tell stories and say hurtful things to the  

other children.  The child was often told, ‘that’s an ugly thing to say” and I could tell that he was beginning 

to identify himself as “I am ugly” because that was said to him so often.  However, I also noticed that he was 

an excellent storyteller so I told him, ‘‘You're an excellent storyteller! How about we work together to learn to 

tell stories that make people feel good?!” Joyce spoke words of life to encourage this young child and also 

taught him how to speak words of life to others!  She emphasized how it is those seemingly little things that 

she has seen make such a big difference in the children she works with.  Read more of her faith journey in her 

own words below:   
 

I am a mother, a grandmother, a great grandmother and a childcare provider.  However this is not a true 

picture of who I really am.  Who I truly am is a beloved daughter of the One God who loves me - as            

imperfect as I am.  However it has taken me many years to discover this very fact of my true identity. 
 

I was raised by a single mom who had no belief in God.  I spent my childhood not knowing that God even 

existed.  But when I was a teen-ager I lived in a small town where going to church was an expected activity.  

It was there in a small church that I learned about God.  I became active in the church because all my 

friends went to youth groups and I wanted to feel that I belonged and was accepted so I did the same.  It 

was there that God touched me in a way that made me want to learn more about Him.  But like many, I 

strayed from the church and lost the desire to know more about my Creator.  Again, I did this to feel a part 

of the group of kids I hung out with.  Going to church had taken a back seat to just being a young adult. 
 

But once again God tugged at my heartstrings and once again I returned to church.  I spent most of the 

next few years serving God, getting married and having children.  Now that sounds like what any good    

Christian would do, however, there was still an empty hole in my heart that was not being filled.  I thought 

the answer to this problem was to do more.  So I read more books, took more classes, and went to more 

summer camps with kids.  I really felt good about myself but still the hole was not filled.  I started hopping 

from church to church trying to find that one thing that was missing.  I also got divorced and now needed 

God in my life in a way I had never needed Him before.  It was at this point I started going to T!LC.  At first I 

really just occupied a seat in a church service.  Then I finally joined a small bible study group and began to 

spread my wings in other types of service.  Does this sound familiar?   
 

Continued on page 2... 



 

 

During this time, the concept of Covenant and Kingdom become the identity of T!LC.  And this is where this 

story actually begins.  I discovered I had been spending years trying to win or earn God’s favor.  I knew what 

Christ had done on the cross but failed to understand He did it for me.  I missed the part about forgiveness and 

receiving His Grace as a gift.  I knew that I still had not filled that hole!  So…I went to Pastor Bruce and           

confessed I was not happy and that something was missing in my life.  After that, I participated in the RTF minis-

try and it was through that process that I discovered the thing that was missing was a personal relationship with 

God.  All the things I had done previously were good things and I did learn more about the Bible and who God 

was – just not on a personal level.  RTF allowed me to look at my life in an honest way.  I learned to forgive    

others and to rid myself of the ungodly beliefs that had been my identity.  I learned through RTF that things that 

happen when we were yet infants or children often influence the beliefs of what we expect life to be about.  I 

was able to revisit areas in my life that have caused me great pain and to allow Jesus to be a part of those 

events and free me from that pain. The healing is a process I continue to experience - sometimes daily.  I was 

given tools to take back the land that the enemy had stolen from me. RTF has also given me a community of 

brothers and sisters who are willing to walk along side of me when I stumble or to offer prayers or just support.  I 

was able to find the person God had intended me to be with the purpose He intended for me.  To say I am a 

different person today is an understatement! It is freedom at its best! 
 

I’m not finished with this journey but now know that the hole can only be filled by a personal relationship with 

God.  I’m still not perfect, but as I said in the beginning… I am a beloved daughter of the true God who loves 

me because He created me to have a life filled with His joy and Grace and with the knowledge that I cannot 

earn his love - He gives it freely.  Thank you Father.  My new identity has effected how I am as a mother, a 

grandmother, a great grandmother and a childcare provider.  The world is still out there but I have the keys to 

living a life filled with the love of my Savior….taking the time to sit in His love for me.  The same love He gives to 

everyone! 

Food Pantry Update: Thanks to everyone who donated to our     

recent food drive in June for the Bellevue Food Pantry. We received 

over 125 bags of food at T!LC. AWESOME! Special thanks to Michael 

Treachler and Jon Miller for creating the video on the food pantry 

needs. The need for food continues to be great in our area and the 

food pantry can use food donations year around. We always collect 

non-perishables in the lobby of the church every 2nd weekend of the 

month. Thanks again for all your donations.  

Quilts for Nepal! 

These photos are of a Quilt distribution in Lamjung district, where 75 percent of homes are reported 

to have been destroyed. LWR is focusing its response in Lamjung District as well as the remote, 

mountainous Ghorka district. Lutheran World Relief Quilts provide warmth, especially as the         

monsoon season approaches, and reminds the people of Nepal that they are not forgotten.  Most 

of the quilts quilted by our T!LC Quilters for Christ are donated to Lutheran World Relief! 



 

 

Did you know… 

T!LC benevolence funds helped Heartland Hope 

Mission, a faith-based non-profit organization in 

South Omaha, purchase and move into its new 

facility at 21st and U Streets??  Heartland bought 

a 30,000-square-foot building from the           

Gymnastic Sokol Society, financed mostly from 

grants, and renovated the building to meet the 

growing needs of their clients.  The new facility is 

only two blocks from the old location, which was 

very important, as 40 percent of its clients live 

nearby. 

With the new facility everything is now in one 

place instead of three separate buildings.  There is room to store and distribute food, offices —      

including space for case managers, a conference room, computer room, and a classroom, where 

they held their first financial education class.  The new facility will also allow Heartland to expand 

and focus on helping their clients move toward self-sufficiency.  

Heartland serves those in the community who are       

actively working but unable to make ends meet for the 

most basic of needs for their family, while fostering       

independence.  In 2014 Heartland provided canned 

goods, meat, fresh fruit, vegetables and other items to 

more than 30,000 people.  It distributes anywhere from 

6 to 8 tons of food each week.  Clients are able to visit 

Heartland once a month, where they get prayer       

support, food for their family for a week, as well as 

clothes, toiletries and household items.  There is also a 

satellite pantry in the Millard area, as 25 percent of its 

patrons live in west Omaha. 

Heartland is able to operate through corporate sponsorship, financial donations, support from the 

Food Bank for the Heartland, as well as donations of gently used clothes, functioning small         

household appliances, and canned and dry food 

goods.  And it could never function without its           

volunteers, who served for over 20,000 hours in 2014.  

Heartland’s operating budget is amazing – there is    

only 5% overhead; the remaining 95% go toward     

serving its clients. 

Thank you for your generous donations to reach out 
with the love of Christ to our community, nation and 

world!!! If you or your small group is interested in        
volunteering at or supporting Heartland Hope Mission, 
check out their Facebook page, the web site at 

http://heartlandhopemission.org/ or call them at      
402-733-2077. 

Ribbon cutting at Heartland Hope Mission’s new 

facility at 21st and U Streets 

Thanksgiving! Benevolence helps Heartland Hope Mission! 



 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE 
Dear T!LC Framily! 

 

The Church Consulting Process – In my newsletter article last month I suggested that       

working with a church consultant was like going for an annual medical exam with a        

physician. Hopefully we learn that there are some areas in which we are quite healthy, but 

sometimes our physician identifies a health concern or problem that needs to be              

addressed. Another insight that can be helpful to us regarding the consulting process has 

to do with things that we need to hold on to, and other things to which we need to let go. 

This is how St. Paul put it in 1 Thessalonians 5:19-20:  
 

Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. Do not scoff at prophecies,  

but test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good.  
 

Paul’s words are helpful to us on four counts: 

1. We are instructed not to stifle the Holy Spirit, but rather to cooperate in every way with 
the Holy Spirit’s leading.   

2. We are instructed not to scoff at prophecies, but rather to carefully and respectfully     

listen to those through whom God may be speaking. 

3. We are instructed to test everything that is said through prayer and honest and            

respectful dialogue. 

4. We are instructed to hold on to what is good, which also implies that there are some 

things to which we need to let go. 
 

Paul’s words are instructive and can be very helpful to us as we move through this            

consulting process. 

 

Church Assessment Tool (CAT) – Special thanks to all of you who took the CAT.  

Dr. James Pence, of Walkalong Consulting, presented and interpreted the results to our 

staff, Congregation Council, and other lay leaders over the course of seven hours during 

the last weekend in June.  Note: A summary of the CAT will be posted on the T!LC website 

early in July. The next step in the process now falls to the T!LC Planning Team.  

 

The T!LC Planning Team was appointed by the Congregation Council, and is responsible for 

taking the results from the CAT, and writing a new Strategic Plan for T!LC. The plan will be 

presented to the congregation in August or September, with final approval coming from 
the Congregation Council. Please pray for the Holy Spirit’s wisdom and guidance for the 

team. Planning Team members are: Janine Wegner (Chair), Dave Madden (Congregation 
Council, President), Hugh Finerty (Congregation Council), Tony Belford, Mike Dunn, Kristi 

Waszak, Brianna Hitt, Pastor Glenn, Pastor David, Pastor Bruce, and Harold Carlson (T!LC 

Operations Manager).  



 

 

Line Item May May YTD YTD Line Item May May YTD YTD

Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 102,761.86 118,104.00 509,468.27 551,247.00 Facility/Operations 34,547.74 29,734.00 189,318.30 169,695.00

Non-pledged Giving 47,504.16 31,403.00 237,101.90 142,216.00 Ministry 63,017.56 42,101.00 186,069.44 202,829.00

Other Revenue 28,380.34 24,112.00 113,039.97 106,886.00 Personnel 81,397.29 83,665.00 411,577.86 410,282.00

Ministry Challenge 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Income 178,646.36 173,619.00 859,610.14 800,349.00 Total Expense 178,962.59 155,500.00 786,965.60 782,806.00

Income Expense

General Fund - May 2015

Thanksgiving! Lutheran ChurchGENERAL FUND 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org 

Staying the Course 

Is the name of our 2-year capital 

campaign that began the weekend 

of May 4, 2014. Like our former     

capital campaign, the goal of    

Staying the Course will be debt    

reduction as we continue to retire 

the mortgage on the Family Life 

Center.  Estimates of giving received 

were; 102 estimates of giving for 

$249,074 over a 2-year period.      

Actual contributions received 

through May 2015 were $223,075.92 

or 89.6% of the estimates of giving. 

Additional principal payments from 

the Pathway to Freedom campaign 

and Staying the Course campaign 

(May 2012 - May 2015) now total 

$641,537.36 and has saved             

approximately $496,366 in interest 

payments over the loan period and 

effectively reduces the loan period 

by sixteen years and two months.  

We will continue to make regular 

additional principal payments from 

the Staying the Course capital    

campaign as they are received.   
 

Heritage Sanctuary Rejuvenation 

During this last year, a task force was 

assembled made up of Karen      

Rowell, Diane Heying, Tracy Gramps,    

Barbara Johnson, Fran Taylor, Don 

and Nancy Smith, Harold Carlson, 

and Pastor Glenn; the purpose of 

which was to research and create a 

plan to rejuvenate the heritage 

Sanctuary. The task force engaged 

the services of Kristine Dorn, a de-

sign specialist from Bahr, Vermeer,     

Hacker (BVH) – the same               

architectural firm which designed 

our Family Life Center – to help lead 

us through the discernment         

process. On Sunday morning, April 

19th, Kristine and the task force pre-

sented the rejuvenation proposal at 

an open meeting in the Heritage  

Sanctuary. The proposal was well 

received and generated much   

enthusiasm for moving forward.  
 

We are excited about the response 

to the Her i tage Sanctuary             

Rejuvenation project.  As you recall 

our financial goal was to raise 

$50,000 and as of the writing of this 

article we have received $22,755.  

Special  Her i tage Sanctuary           

Rejuvenation envelopes are       

available at the Welcome Center 

and on the Heritage Sanctuary 

reading rack for your contributions 

to this project or you may write 

“Heritage Sanctuary” on the memo 

line of your check and place it in 

the weekend offering. Please know 

that any size gift is welcomed! If you 

have any questions please feel free 

to contact members of the task 

force. 
 

VBS Special Offering 

Special offerings for Vacation Bible 

School (VBS) totaled $3,978 and 

will allowed us to offer this wonder-

ful outreach ministry at no cost to 

over 350 chi ldren in our             

community. Thank you for your 

generous       support of this won-

derful ministry.  
Simply Giving 

Did you know that T!LC has the 

ability to receive electronic funds 

transfers (EFT) through a program 

called Simply Giving?  Simply     

Giving is a safe and reliable       

electronic funds transfer program. 

To enroll go to our website 

(www.thanks-giving.org) and click 

on “Give” at the top right hand 

corner at the top of the home 

page. You can also contact our 

Simply Giving Coordinator, Harold 

Carlson at the church office at   

402-292-2695 or  for  more              

information about the Simply     

Giving program. 
 

Automobile Donation Needed 

Do you or someone that you 

know, have a reliable automobile 

that could be donate to T!LC?  We 

continue to receive requests from 

families in need of reliable trans-

portation.  Please contact Harold 

Carlson at the church office for 

more information. 
 

If you have any questions, com-

ments or concerns please feel free 

to e-mail me , call me the church 
or stop by my office.     



 

 

T!LC Council Highlights (June 18th) 

♦ Pastor Glenn led the Council in a devotional and a time of corporate prayer for the victims and 

their families of the shooting at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, SC.  

♦ Tracy Townsend opened the meeting with prayer. 

♦ Pastor and coordinator reports were accepted as presented.   

♦ Approved council minutes posted on bulletin board in Heritage facility across from T!LC Library. 

Have you been hoping for more opportunities to connect in community at Thanksgiving? If so, you 

will be pleased to hear that we are re-invigorating our groups ministry with the launch of Life 

Groups this fall. 

We are eager to share with you about what your potential role could be.  We are excited for the 

opportunity for each of us to grow deeper in our understanding of what it means to live life Up, In 

and Out while in a small community of believers. 

More details will be coming your way throughout July and August, but we want each of you to 

begin to pray about belonging to a Life Group. For those already in a group, we hope your group 

will continue.  We are thankful for your faithful ministry each week.  For those without a group, 

there will be groups for all ages and stages of life—even those with hectic schedules. 

Here are some dates to keep in mind: 

♦ Sign-ups to join a group will be August 9 through August 23. You can sign up on the web                     

www.thanks-giving.org or there will be an insert in the bulletin. 

♦ Our weekly worship message August 16, 23, and 30 will help us better understand the              

importance of Christian community  

♦ Life Group Kick-off event with dinner and fun at Thanksgiving! August 30 at 6pm 

 

If you are interested in becoming a leader, please attend one of our informational meetings on 

July 19, 9:30am in the Heritage Sanctuary or July 21, 6pm in Heritage Sanctuary.  Contact Pastor 

David (pastordavid@thanks-giving.org) or Janine Wegner (janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org) for 

more information 

Life Groups 

Launch In  

August 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Registration Dates: 

Saturday, August 15 from 5pm-6:45pm 

Sunday’s, August 16 and 23 from 9am-12:45pm 

Wednesday, August 19 from 6:30pm-7:30pm 

Awana fun will begin on September 9 from 6:30pm-8:00pm 



 

 

Children’s Ministry Newsletter 

2015 

We are pleased to announce that Connie Barnhart will be our interim family and children’s ministry 

director beginning July 1st.  Her name my sound familiar to all of you, as she was our director for the 
last five years.  Our leadership team has discerned that the search process may take us into the 

school year.  We felt it was prudent to have someone on board in the interim.  Connie came to us 
with a willing heart to serve wherever she was needed.  Through her prayer time and discernment 
she was reminded of her love for God, Thanksgiving!, and the children and families of our church. 

Please offer your support to Connie and the leadership team.  We need you to be an active part of 
our outreach to families and their children.  We are all in this together and we need everyone to be 

a part of raising up the next generation of disciples of Jesus. 
Praise God for Connie, our leadership team, and our future family and children’s director. 
 

We will continue to prayerfully seek the candidate that the Lord has picked out for us. 

In addition, if you have names of potential candidates, we would appreciate you passing them    
onto the search team. 

In Christ, 
 

David Witkop 
Executive Pastor 

BASIC Elements VBS 2015 
 

From June 22-26, the rooms of the church were filled with budding 

scientists learning about how the BASIC elements of faith (Believe, 

Ask, Serve, Impact, Celebrate) come together to help us build a    

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  J e s u s .                    

Approximately 82 preschool-aged 

and 247 elementary-aged children 

created science projects and      

observed science demonstrations. 

Throughout these activities, they   

discussed and learned how science 

and faith come together. They also 

discussed what the BASIC elements 

mean and how to live them out in 

their daily life. It wouldn’t be VBS    
without tasty science-themed treats and games. They ended 

the week by building and launching rockets. Needless to say, 

they ended the week with a blast! 

These amazing participants also experimented with SERVING 

and raised over $1,000 for Kids Against Hunger; which will    

provide more than 4,000 meals for children and families within 

the United States and the world.  
Thank you to all the amazing volunteers, both adults and      

students, for sharing your gifts and your time with these      

beautiful children!  



 

 

www.thanks-giving.org 

July  2015July  2015July  2015July  2015    

For 9th—12th Grade Students! For 5th and 6th Grade Students! For 7th and 8th Grade Students! 

          Molly Miller               Gary Olson & Molly Miller  Jon Miller & Molly Miller 

molly.miller@thanks-giving.org    gary.olson@thanks-giving.org      jon.miller@thanks-giving.org 

We are preparing for the 2015-2016 school year but know we cannot do anything without 

God and prayer. We ask you to join us in praying for our students, their families, and the 

leaders who work with our students. Below there are specific prayers we’d like you to pray. 

Consider hanging this on your fridge or mirror as a reminder to pray these prayers. We are 

called to pray without ceasing and so we thank you for praying with us.  
    

Prayers for Our Thanksgiving! StudentsPrayers for Our Thanksgiving! StudentsPrayers for Our Thanksgiving! StudentsPrayers for Our Thanksgiving! Students    
    

Lord, we come to YOU humbly. We know that we cannot succeed without YOU. We can 

do alright, but YOU are capable of so much more. So we pray these things, knowing YOU 

are able. We want these kids to know YOU. We want it. YOU want it more. We love YOU. 

 
♦ We pray big and ask that YOU would use Thanksgiving! in this upcoming school year to reach 

100 kids, who have never seen the inside of a church, with the gospel of Christ.  

♦ Give the leaders the patience, joy, peace and love to minister to these students. We want them 

to know YOU first. We want them to have YOUR love fill them up and pour out into the students. 

♦ We pray for all of the students of Thanksgiving!, that YOU would fill them with a passion for     

knowing YOU and for showing their friends and family YOUR love.  

♦ We pray for our High School Ministry, that your Holy Spirit would lead and guide activities so that 

at every event, we see a new face.  

♦ We pray for or Jr High Ministry that You would guide our student’s relationship with their mentors 

and mentor groups and help them each invite 2 friends during the year 

♦ We pray for our Club 56 Ministry, that YOU would strengthen their relationship with their friends, 

family and, most importantly, Christ.  

August 28 - Kick Off at Papio Fun Park 

September 2—Parent Meeting 

September 9—Kick Off; 6:30-8:00pm 

August 14 - Beach Party - 5pm 

September 13 - D-Team Kick off; 6-8pm 

August 23 - Dress4Mess; 2-4pm 

September 13 - Paintball 

September 27 - TP the Neighborhood; 2-4pm 



 

 

ADULT Discipleship 
Pastor Bruce Kotila 

Pastor.bruce@thanks-giving.org 

Adult Discipleship * Fall 2015 

 
210 Project.  Why Am I Here?  What Does God Really Want Me to Do With My Life?  

All of us long for the answers to these questions, but they can only be found when 
we connect to the One who made us, and when we discover where we fit in His 
Story.  These questions will be answered through a practical and engaging process 

that helps you discover your unique spiritual DNA and consists of a book and a series of powerful 
online activities that bring clarity and understanding to your life’s purpose.   
 

The 210 Project meets Sundays in the Heritage Sanctuary – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. – Running from         

September 13 through November 22, 2015.  The materials for The 210 Project cost $25 and will be 
available in early August.  
 

Cleansing Stream Seminar and Retreat is an experience designed to introduce 
believers in Jesus Christ to the basic tenets of discipleship that lay a foundation 

for continued spiritual growth and position us for a life of victory over sin, the 
temptations of the world, and the devil’s schemes.  

The Cleansing Stream Seminar meets Wednesdays in the Heritage Conference Room – 6:30 to 8:00 

p.m. – Running from August 19 through October 28, 2015.  The cost per person for the CS Seminar is 
$45 for a workbook and $15 for one supplemental book.  The Cleansing Stream Retreat will be at 

TLC on October 23th & 24th and the cost is $40 including Saturday lunch. 
 

Financial Peace University is a life-changing program that teaches you how 

to make the right decisions with your money.  You'll be empowered with the 
practical skills and confidence needed to achieve your financial goals and 
experience true financial peace. 

Financial Peace meets Mondays in the South Campus Youth Room – 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. – Running 
from September 14 until November 9, 2015.  The cost per family for Financial Peace University is $89 

for a membership kit.   
To sign-up for this class please go to: http://www.davedramse.com/fpu/locate-class/ and select 
Thanksgiving Lutheran. 

 
Doorway to Discovery Silent Retreat is a guided retreat that includes a mix of 

worship, prayer, teaching, reflection and extended periods of silence for the 
purpose of allowing God to teach you to pray, and to pray more effectively. 
Teaching and reflection times will follow the invocation, various petitions and 

benediction of the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13). 
Held at St. Benedict Center in Schuyler, Nebraska.  The retreat begins at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday,      

November 12th and ends at 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 15th. The cost per person to attend the 
Silent Retreat is $240 for lodging and meals. 
 

For more details visit our website at www.thanks-giving.org and click on the Adult*Discipleship tab 
Contact: Pastor Bruce Kotila at pastorbruce@thanks-giving.org or 402-292-2695 x308 



 

 

The T!LC Library Corner 

It’s Your Library 

July 2015 

Another 4th of July and what a wonderful spring we’ve had with moisture for God’s garden as we 

continue to send prayers upward for comfort for those in our nation experiencing severe drought.  

I will continue to list books of interest for people of all ages to read throughout the summer months. 

The library will continue to incorporate the new donations and the books will be appearing on the 
cart during the following months. All categories continue to grow thanks to your wonderful             

donations.  

Remember, the library is free and no late fee will be charged. The only rule in utilizing the library is 

that these items be returned when you are done. Please look around your home to make sure that 

you do not have any books, CD’s, DVD’s or VHS tapes. Thanks again for your cooperation.  

 

The items listed below can be found on the library cart across from the Welcome Center as well as 

additional books for all ages in the Library.   

Praying the Prayers of the Bible by James Banks 

“My heart has heard  you say, “Come and talk with me.” And my heart responds, “Lord, I am      

coming” Psalm 27:8 

The Parables by Gary Inrig  “Understanding what Jesus Meant” 

A Daughters Devotional by George MacDonald 

“The peers would chastise her for refusing to compromise. Could she be certain of her course?” 

The Gentlewoman’s Choice by George MacDonald 

“She was an angel of compassion. But did her own purity blind her to the deceptions tugging at her 

mind and heart?” 

Talking with my Father  BY Ray C Stedman 

“Pray your way to a deeper relationship with God.” 

The Harbinger by Jonathan Cahn 

Adventuring through the Life of Christ By Ray Stedman 

“A Bible Handbook on the Gospels and Acts” 

The Lady’s Confession by George MacDonald 

“The Curate’s own spiritual awakening had influenced Juliet’s admission. But how could she have 

foreseen the dramatic consequences.” 

 

I hope you enjoy all these wonderful new additions to our library and with praise and thanksgiving 

for all who have been so generous in adding to our library. Happy reading, listening and viewing! 

God’s peace….   Vicki D 



 

 

JULY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team           Ushers All of July 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249; Usher Captains (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 
             (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 
             (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  
             (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

July 4 & 5 Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson Ron Overby, Tom Schwendtner 

                  Am Heying, Roger Johnson 

      

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  1  Sue Hoogeveen &  9:30  Frank Pasteka, Dennis Lutterman 

          Pam Engelbart            Chuck & Maxine Scott 

          11:00  Pat Meyer, Joy Stumme, Mark Dreier 

                      Amy & Doc Nelson 

July 11 & 12 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  2 Finerty’s and Boever’s 

July 18 & 19  Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  3 Rhonda Wiebers & Chrys Frey 

July 25 & 26 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  4  Deb Brandt 



 

 

JULY  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

07/22 Patricia Schriever 

07/22 James Budd 

07/23 Tami Maxwell 

07/23 Melissa Elliott 

07/23 Jennifer Paz 

07/23 Dave Dramse 

07/23 Micah Bowen 

07/24 Amanda Chandler 

07/24 Carlton Peoples 

07/24 McKenzie Summerfield 

07/24 Thomas Goduto 

07/24 Khaydaen Lopez 

07/24 Allison Buck 

07/24 Janelle Camp 

07/24 Shirley Alther 

07/25 Sarah Talty 

07/25 Ramona Lucas 

07/25 Jerry Wiebelhaus 

07/25 Stanley Cisar 

07/25 Matthew Thurlby 

07/25 Amy Taylor 

07/25 Jacquelyn Conley 

07/25 Ray Clark 

07/26 Christina Johnson 

07/26 Thomas White 

07/26 Nicholas Tritsch 

07/26 Rebekah Strohmyer 

07/26 Karen Carlson 

07/26 Oakley Isaacson 

07/26 Deb Haug 

07/26 Blake Friedenbach 

07/27 Andrew Liberty 

07/27 Samuel Laufer 

07/27 Madison Summerfield 

07/27 Kim Adams 

07/27 Stacy Thorne 

07/27 Kelsey Severson 

07/27 Deanna Barker 

07/27 Laurie Piper 

07/27 Matthew Jackson 

07/27 Dudley Allen 

07/27 Benjamin Schriever 

07/27 Rebecca Parker 

07/28 Carla Church 

07/28 Eric Bunas 

07/28 Nicholas Lempke 

07/28 Brenda Saggau 

07/28 Erik Nicholson 

07/28 Katie Kotila 

07/28 Katelyn Gillen 

07/28 James Morrison 

07/29 Johann Onnen 

07/29 Kathy Broniecki 

07/29 Rick Patterson 

07/29 Jon Peterson 

07/29 Michael James 

07/30 Jessica Woodard 

07/30 Benjamin Scanlan 

07/30 David Benson 

07/30 Phil Oman 

07/30 Mason Boyce 

07/30 Shaelynn Marburger 

07/31 Sabrina Heckens 

07/31 Gabrielle Catterson 

07/11 Debra Thurlby 

07/11 Savannah Albanez 

07/11 Julie Sakalosky 

07/12 Khanner Schliesman 

07/12 Cole Lempke 

07/12 Brianna Tonn 

07/12 Taylor Witkowski 

07/12 Amber Ryan 

07/13 Jordan Jenison 

07/13 Sarah Rozniecki 

07/13 Trish Shapland 

07/13 Laura Engelhardt 

07/13 Debra Humphrey 

07/13 Renae Mai 

07/13 Terry Dinkins 

07/14 Jean Morris 

07/14 Barbara Harter 

07/14 Julie Fullenkamp 

07/14 Matthew Scarpello 

07/14 Larry West 

07/14 Dane Toman 

07/14 Larry Mai 

07/15 Michael Lucis 

07/15 Paul Michelson 

07/15 Sarah Kauk 

07/15 Alexander Jensen 

07/15 Jolie Harstad 

07/16 Charles Carlsen 

07/16 Keri Anderson 

07/16 Nolan Schneider 

07/17 Maria Smith 

07/17 DeAnna Ryan 

07/17 John Decker 

07/17 Robert McAcy 

07/18 Nathan Frey 

07/18 Austin Gaule 

07/18 Phil Davidson 

07/18 Monica Andrews 

07/18 Amber Zakaras 

07/19 Lauren Ellis 

07/19 Adelyn Fay 

07/19 Cheryl Smith 

07/19 Maren Schuttler 

07/19 Jon Towne 

07/19 Robert Madden 

07/19 Terry Severson 

07/19 Lauren Hicks 

07/19 Terry Olinger 

07/19 Andrew Sansone 

07/19 Bruce Kraeger 

07/20 Ethan Triggs 

07/20 PK Simmons 

07/20 Jeffrey Needham 

07/20 Erin Willrich 

07/20 Betty Hovey 

07/21 Kelley Pitts 

07/21 Michelle Catterson 

07/21 Jackelyn Chandler 

07/21 Doris Waggoner 

07/21 Dixie Gillespie 

07/21 Karen Lucis 

07/21 Maia Waszak 

07/22 Diane Schumacher 

07/22 Gage Gauchat 

07/22 Lisa Sager 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
07/01 Lisa Clinard 

07/01 Sheri Grzywa 

07/01 Sandy Van Cleave 

07/01 Allan Schur 

07/01 Melissa Smith 

07/01 Cinda Boyce 

07/01 Ryan Boever 

07/01 Steven Sauer 

07/01 Lindsey Drew 

07/01 Kyle Tyson 

07/02 Lynn Aarhus 

07/02 Ellijah Dreessen 

07/02 Belinda Bessey 

07/02 Michael Wiebelhaus 

07/02 Noah Wegner 

07/02 Kristina Bahns 

07/02 Kim Stroberg 

07/03 Steffanie Livingston 

07/03 Ashley Brannen 

07/03 Brian Erickson 

07/03 Autumn Shapland 

07/03 Michelle Brockhaus 

07/03 Tanner Friedenbach 

07/04 Carolyn Johnson 

07/04 Brian Fay 

07/04 Ken Shoning 

07/05 Justin Brazda 

07/05 Carl Henningsen 

07/05 Haelee Kowalski 

07/06 Gabe Pitts 

07/06 Erin Flynn 

07/06 Ella Fundus 

07/06 Lisa Vance 

07/06 Dajo Liang 

07/06 Sarah Kraeger 

07/07 Nathan Shoning 

07/07 Wendy Ahlers 

07/07 Sharyl Pilgrim 

07/07 Jacob Witkop 

07/07 Jeremiah Witkop 

07/07 Richard Zolnowski 

07/07 Camila Madden 

07/08 Jeanne Zamiska 

07/08 Matthew Sell 

07/08 Joshua McKnight 

07/08 Connor Goduto 

07/08 Kyla Jo Asher 

07/08 Hannah Wells 

07/08 Elijah Beers 

07/08 Sarah Wederquist 

07/09 Tim Dydyk 

07/09 Jordan Bruch 

07/09 Christine Wolever 

07/09 Terry Lucas 

07/09 Michelle Homme 

07/09 Regina Neemann 

07/09 Michael Hebert 

07/10 Noah Triggs 

07/10 Nathan Kalk 

07/10 Sherry Ragone 

07/10 Kaili Sager 

07/11 Leah Jorstad 

07/11 Constance Barnard 

07/11 David Lempke 

07/31 Deborah Koehler 

07/31 Caden Fay 

07/31 Nolan Schenck 

07/31 Brock Davis 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
07/23/1966 Jim & Myrna Budd 

07/14/1973 Ken & Kate Bischoff 

07/17/1976 Kenneth & Debora Heidzig 

07/24/1976 Glenn & Suzanne Harless 

07/05/1980 Tom Schwendtner & Carol Umberger 

07/19/1980 Jeff & Nancy Kunkle 

07/25/1981 Gary & Phyllis Tyson 

07/10/1982 Charlie & Diane Smock 

07/24/1982 John & Alice Boeckman 

07/29/1982 Merle & Janet Paulsen 

07/31/1982 Mike & Ann Hegarty 

07/31/1982 John & Diane Decker 

07/22/1983 Roger & Carol Kellison 

07/14/1984 Charlie & Brenda Batchelor 

07/19/1985 Joe & Rosa Long 

07/20/1985 Kevin & Carla Church 

07/23/1985 Tom & Criss Tritsch 

07/26/1986 Phil & Tami Koeppen 

07/26/1986 Fred & Laurie Hanna 

07/02/1988 Rod & Lisa McKnight 

07/15/1989 Jerry & Julie Talty 

07/15/1989 Mike & Michelle Homme 

07/28/1989 Steve & Keela Burkholder 

07/29/1989 Michael & Keri Anderson 

07/13/1991 Mike & Arlis Scanlan 

07/21/1991 John & Lisa Hagen 

07/04/1992 Ken & Karen Eakins 

07/18/1992 Zeke & Sheri Schnitker 

07/19/1992 Kevin & Keri Boyd 

07/03/1993 Jerry & Janet McDonald 

07/17/1993 Chris & Sheri Schuttler 

07/17/1993 Marc & Jacque Conley 

07/23/1993 Ron & Shelly Brockhaus 

07/31/1993 Bruce & Renee Hardester 

07/09/1994 Kurtis & Tiffiny Rohn 

07/09/1994 Chris & Joy Jackson 

07/23/1994 Doug & Deb Haug 

07/30/1994 Greg & Carla Schneider 

07/13/1996 Dominic & Shelley Gillen 

07/02/1998 Shane & Jennifer Conley 

07/11/1998 Bryan & Brenda Saggau 

07/22/2000 George & Stacy Turner 

07/22/2000 Matt & Jenny Fundus 

07/07/2001 Jason & Sarah Aschenbrenner 

07/13/2001 Thomas & Jodi Parrack 

07/20/2002 Jason & Julia Mashek 

07/04/2003 Corey & Beth Dyrstad 

07/05/2003 Gerrad & Amanda Dreessen 

07/09/2005 Sharon & Mark Poindexter 

07/22/2005 Edward & Jennifer Armstrong 

07/21/2007 Dave & Laura Buechler 

07/18/2009 Brad & Bree-ann  Hermosillo 

07/25/2009 Ryan & Meagan Cinfel 

07/09/2010 Zach & Amber Ryan 

07/24/2010 Sarah & Chad Rozniecki 



 

 

The August 

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  

July 17 
 

 

 

 

For Care 

Ministry 

Assistance . . 

During Church 

Office Hours: 

Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 

Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice 
mail number 402.292.7633 and 
leave a message. Rhonda Rupert, 
Care Ministry Coordinator 
will  contact you. 

ARE YOU IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
VISIT OUR NEW! PRAYER  
REQUESTS LINK ON T!LC  

WEBSITE 
 

You can now submit prayer requests to the     
T!LC Prayer Team through the website at: 
www.thanks-giving.org, on the homepage   un-
der Daily Links/Prayer Requests. 

GODS PEACE AND COMFORT 

 

 

 

 
Dates to Remember: 

 

 

July 3—T!LC Offices Closed—Happy 4th of July! 

 

July 5-10—Sr. High Summer Trip 

 

July 12-17—Jr High Summer Camp 

 

July 19-24–Club 56 Summer Camp 

 

July 19 - Lifegroup Informational Meeting 9:30am 

 

July 21 - Lifegroup Informational Meeting 6:00pm 

BAPTISMS 

Steve Graf in the death of his     

father Edgar Graf on June 1, 2015. 

Doug& Lori Woodard and family in 

the death of Doug’s father, Buck 

Woodard. 

Bryce Henry Barelman, 

son of Jeffrey Barelman 

and Stephanie Peters.  

Sponsors are Jane         

Williams and Tad Mabry  

 

Lillian Ryan Duerk, 

 daughter of Karl and 

Ryan Duerk.  Sponsors are    

Wendy & Matthew   

Squarcia  

WEDDINGS 

Lindsey Pfender & Jared Pelzer 

were married on June 6, 2015.  

Kristi Woodard & Matthew Wittry, 

were married on June 11, 2015 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: sara.zivny@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May….. 

∗ Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

∗ Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 

∗ Youth Sunday School  9:30am 

∗ Adult Sunday School 9:30am 

∗ Wednesday Night Awana (PreK—6th grade) 

∗ Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

∗ Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 

   Rev. Bruce L. Kotila, Pastor of Discipleship Training 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 

Office Manager   Sara Zivny 

Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 

RTF Ministry Director  Lisa  Zaloudek 

Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Children’s Ministry Director  

Kidz Church Leaders  Richard Zolnowski/Traci Johnson 

Awana Director   Lisa Sager, Meagan Cinfel 

Student Ministry Director  Pastor David Witkop 

Student Ministry Admin Asst. Kelly Marz 

Nursery Director   Bonnie Carpenter 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 
 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 

 

 

OUR IDENTITY STATEMENT 
We are followers of Christ who aspire to Be Like Jesus in every way, living life Up, In and Out! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Nonprofit Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Bellevue NE 68005 

Permit No. 64 

THANKSGIVING! LUTHERAN CHURCH 

3702 S 370 PLAZA 

BELLEVUE NE 68123-1206 

Life Change 

through 

Life in Christ! 

 

2015 


