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A Unique Opportunity: Hearts Healed, Lives Restored 
 

In our culture where everything is over hyped and using the right toothpaste is touted as 

transformational, it is sometimes difficult to discern truly unique opportunities that are worth 

the investment of our time.  I want to make you aware of just such an opportunity that is 
coming to Thanksgiving Church the third weekend of this month, August 14-16, 2015.  We 

have the privilege to welcome Chester and Betsy Kylstra, founders of Restoring the         

Foundations ministry, for a weekend of training and celebration.  As I have prayed and 

planned for this weekend, I believe that this will prove to be a significant weekend for the 

individuals who attend and for the work that God wants to do in our community. 
 

The Kylstras have spent the last 20 years traveling the world bringing God’s love and healing 

power to His people and they have seen God do extraordinary things in the lives of ordinary 

people like you and me.  They have personally ministered to and trained thousands of    

people in an approach to prayer ministry called the integrated approach to healing and 

deliverance (freedom from spiritual oppression).  It recognizes four ministry areas that are 

common to everyone and brings God’s healing power to each area enabling people to 

find a level of healing and freedom that has previously eluded them.  I personally have     

experienced both emotional healing and freedom from spiritual oppression through the RTF 

integrated approach to prayer ministry.  Breakthroughs in these various areas have allowed 

me to move forward in several areas of my life and to experience a fuller realization of 

God’s unique plan for me.  I couldn’t be more excited about Chester and Betsy coming to 

share from their deep wells of expertise and experience.  
 

There is two pronged emphasis to the weekend; the training is for those who are already RTF 

ministers and the informational meetings for those who desire to know more about RTF     

ministry and the benefits it brings to God’s people.  At each of the informational meetings 

the Kylstras will share on the basics of the integrated approach, some of their experiences 

as both practitioners and trainers and there will be personal testimonies from local              

individuals whose lives have been transformed by the Lord as a result of having received RTF 

ministry.   
 

Training schedule for the August 14-16 weekend is as follows.  Advance registration is          

required. 
 

Training Dinner   Friday, August 14, 6:00-8:00 pm 
 

Advanced Training  Saturday, August 15, 8:30am-4:30 pm 

Continued on page 2 



 

 

Life Groups 

Launch In  

August 

The data from the CAT survey clearly showed that the T!LC family is hungry for a deeper              
relationship with God and with one another. One way to accomplish this is through Life Groups. 
And, as God would have it, plans were already underway to revitalize group ministry at T!LC. 
 

We are in the process of creating groups that fit people’s stages of life and differing comfort levels 
with studying God’s Word. For example, if you are an empty nester who has never studied the Bible 
before, we will help you find a group that meets you where you are at. The goal of all of the groups 
is to help us grow deeper in our understanding of what it means to live life Up, In and Out while in a 
small community of believers. 
 

Because this is such a high priority for the people of the church and our ministry going forward, we 
have asked Janine Wegner to spearhead this effort through the launch. She will temporarily be    
coordinating everything related to small groups as a volunteer through October. Future staffing 
needs for this will be determined by the strategic planning process which should be finalized in   
September. 
 

Here are some dates to keep in mind: 
 

♦ Sign-ups to join a group will be August 9-23. You can sign up on the web or there will be an    
insert in the bulletin. 

♦ Preaching series to help us to understand the importance of Christian community August 16-30. 
♦ Life Group Kick-off event with dinner and fun August 30 at 6pm 

 

If you are interested in becoming a leader or have any questions or comments, please contact 
Pastor David (pastordavid@thanks-giving.org) or  

Janine Wegner (janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org). 

 

Informational meetings will take place in three different formats - all are free of charge.  

Registration required for the Pastor’s lunch.  Sunday events are open to the public.  
 

Pastor’s Lunch   Friday, August 14th from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm 
 

TLC Adult Forum   Sunday, August 16th from 9:30 am to 10:30 am 
 

Community Celebration  Sunday, August 16th from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

 

With the many different opportunities being staged through the weekend it is our prayer 

that you will be able to take in one of them.  Please give me a call if you have any         

questions.   

– Pastor Bruce 402-290-3480 or pastorbruce@thanks-giving.org 



 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

Smart Love 
 

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of      

insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best.”  

Philippians 12:9-10a 
 

Most human beings would agree that love is an important human value. But when love comes from 

God (agape love) it is a transforming and life-altering force. St. Paul even identified agape love as 
the highest and most important of all the spiritual gifts, adding that without this kind of love we are 

nothing. Obviously, love is important. 
 
Paul also wrote to the Philippians in the text above, reminding them that “knowledge” and “depth 

of insight” are absolutely necessary for our love to abound and overflow. Together, they form what 
author Russell Crabtree calls “smart love.” (Owl Sight, p.16) 

 
Smart love is extremely important to us, especially at the more important junctures in our lives. If my 
truck’s transmission goes out, I want a master mechanic who specializes in transmissions to work on 

my vehicle, not just a friend who loves me but has no knowledge or experience with transmissions. If I 
have legal problems, I would always choose the expertise of an attorney with a working knowledge 
of the law to handle my case, rather than a friend who loves me but is clueless of the law. And no 

matter how much my wife loves me, if I need surgery, I am going to seek out a physician with the 
critical knowledge and insight to successfully perform the medical procedure. And when 

knowledge and insight are present in love, Paul reminds us that such love will abound more and 
more, leading us to discern the best course of action moving forward. 
 

Smart love is what we are seeking for T!LC. The results of the Church Assessment Tool (CAT) which we 
took in June (571 people participated), have provided us with priceless and critical knowledge of 

how the members of our church family think, feel, and experience T!LC. Instead of guessing what we 
think of our shared life at T!LC, or relying on our impressions or anecdotes, we now actually have    
evidence-based knowledge to study. But there is something besides knowledge that Paul describes 
for us and that is depth of insight. Depth of insight is the understanding and the discernment that 

comes with all the experiences of life. Together, knowledge and depth of insight make for a stronger 

and wiser love, or as Crabtree would say, for smart love. As we listen to one-another’s hearts in this 
process, and as we seek the heart of God through the guidance and counsel of the Holy Spirit, then 
we can more clearly discern God’s best for us moving forward!   

 
I encourage you to read Janine Wegner’s report to the congregation from the T!LC Planning Team. 
Thank you for your participation in this process, and for your continued prayers for the planning 

team. We want to be a vital congregation bearing much fruit for God’s Kingdom, and believe this 
process will strengthen us to that end! 

 
Your Covenant & Kingdom Partner, 
Glenn Harless, Senior Pastor 



 

 

CAT Update 
 

Thank you to everyone who completed the CAT survey. Your thoughtful input has given the strategic planning team    
clarity for the planning process. In this space, we will explain the strategic planning process for the next two months, 
based on data and discernment provide a brief summary of where we will concentrate our focus, and give let you know 
how to communicate with Strategic Planning Team (SPT) Members. 
 

SUMMARY OF SPT FOCUS: 
The survey was very clear in what the congregation overall sees as priorities: 
Create more meaningful relationships. 
Develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to reach new people and incorporate them into the life of the church. 
Strengthen the process by which members are called and equipped for ministry. 
Develop ministries to help those broken by life circumstances. 
Expand outreach to those living on the margins of society. 
 

In addition, the data, comments and discussions with members indicate a desire for more open governance. The SPT 
has reviewed all of the data and spent much time praying discerning how God would like us to move forward in light of 
this information. 
 

With these two influences combined, the SPT has determined five areas to focus on to lay the foundation to accomplish 
the five priorities in the future. Team members volunteered to focus their effort in specific areas. These areas of focus 
along with the team members assigned are: 
 

Governance: Dave Madden, Hugh Finerty 
Relationships: Tony Belford, Brianna Hitt 
Communication:   Kristi Waszak, Brianna Hitt       
Staffing: Mike Dunn, Tony Belford, Janine Wegner, Harold Carlson and all pastors  
Volunteerism/Leadership: Mike Dunn, Kristi Waszak 
 

PROCESS: 
The SPT is working toward the goal of presenting a plan for the council to review in August and then share with the    
congregation in September. During this time, the SPT might be requesting more data by conducting focus groups, short 
surveys, and interviewing volunteers and staff members. If you would like to provide insight into any or all of these areas, 
please contact a team member. We want your input! 
 

Finally, a word about the role of God in this process. The SPT has agreed that without God’s input, the plan will          
ultimately fail and not produce godly fruit. Therefore, we are spending on average about 45 minutes of our 3-hour      
meetings praying and meditating on God’s word, and discerning God’s will. Additionally, we have all been challenged to 
be seeking God more deeply in our personal lives so we are leading by example.  
 

COMMUNICATION:  
We will be communicating about the CAT survey results and our on-going planning through various mediums from the   
T!LC website, letters, emails, newsletter articles, and the weekly messenger. The purpose is to keep this process       
prominent in the mind of the congregation and to highlight interesting data from the survey. We want this process to be 
open with communication going both ways. Our desire is to ensure there has been enough communication so that the 
congregation will understand how the conclusions were reached. 
 

The overall summary of the findings are available on the T!LC website along with the verbal assessment presented by 
Holy Cow. We encourage you to read and listen to these together. Copies are available for check out at the Welcome 
Center. Additionally, a summary of comments is published on the website. Finally, if you would like more detailed data 
with breakdown by various demographics (worship service, age, length of time at T!LC), that information is available by 
contacting the church office or a team member.: 
 
 Brianna Hi� hi�mb@gmail.com 

Bruce Ko�la, Discipleship Pastor pastorbruce@thanks-giving.org 

David Madden, Council President dmadden@mcgrathnorth.com 

David Witkop, Execu�ve Pastor pastordavid@thanks-giving.org 

Glenn Harless, Sr. Pastor pastorglenn@thanks-giving.org 

Harold Carlson, Opera�ons Mgr. harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org 

Hugh Finerty, Past President hughpf3@gmail.com 

Janine Wegner, Chairperson j9wegner@cox.net 

Kris� Waszak mkwaz16@msn.com 

Mike Dunn mcdunn02880@cox.net 

Tony Belford mtbelford@cox.net 



 

 

ADULT Discipleship 
Pastor Bruce Kotila 

Pastor.bruce@thanks-giving.org 

Adult Discipleship * Fall 2015 
 

210 Project.  Why Am I Here?  What Does God Really Want Me to Do With My Life?  
All of us long for the answers to these questions, but they can only be found when 

we connect to the One who made us, and when we discover where we fit in His 
Story.  These questions will be answered through a practical and engaging process 

that helps you discover your unique spiritual DNA and consists of a book and a series of powerful 

online activities that bring clarity and understanding to your life’s purpose.   
 

The 210 Project meets Sundays in the Heritage Sanctuary – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. – Running from         
September 13 through November 22, 2015.  The materials for The 210 Project cost $25 and will be 

available in early August.  
 

Cleansing Stream Seminar and Retreat is an experience designed to introduce 

believers in Jesus Christ to the basic tenets of discipleship that lay a foundation 
for continued spiritual growth and position us for a life of victory over sin, the 

temptations of the world, and the devil’s schemes.  
The Cleansing Stream Seminar meets Wednesdays in the Heritage Conference Room – 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m. – Running from August 19 through October 28, 2015.  The cost per person for the CS Seminar is 

$45 for a workbook and $15 for one supplemental book.  The Cleansing Stream Retreat will be at 
TLC on October 23th & 24th and the cost is $40 including Saturday lunch. 

 
Financial Peace University is a life-changing program that teaches you how 
to make the right decisions with your money.  You'll be empowered with the 

practical skills and confidence needed to achieve your financial goals and 
experience true financial peace. 

Financial Peace meets Mondays in the South Campus Youth Room – 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. – Running 
from September 14 until November 9, 2015.  The cost per family for Financial Peace University is $89 
for a membership kit.   

To sign-up for this class please go to: http://www.davedramse.com/fpu/locate-class/ and select 
Thanksgiving Lutheran. 
 

Doorway to Discovery Silent Retreat is a guided retreat that includes a mix of 
worship, prayer, teaching, reflection and extended periods of silence for the 

purpose of allowing God to teach you to pray, and to pray more effectively. 
Teaching and reflection times will follow the invocation, various petitions and 

benediction of the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13). 

Held at St. Benedict Center in Schuyler, Nebraska.  The retreat begins at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday,      
November 12th and ends at 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 15th. The cost per person to attend the 

Silent Retreat is $240 for lodging and meals. 
 

For more details visit our website at www.thanks-giving.org and click on the Adult*Discipleship tab 

Contact: Pastor Bruce Kotila at pastorbruce@thanks-giving.org or 402-292-2695 x308 



 

 

Thankski XXIII will be our 23rd annual church ski trip.   We have grown from 24 on the first trip to 86 at 

our largest.  The dates for Thankski XXIII are still being determined.  Check out our website at 
www.thankski.com 
 

Our trip to Colorado is designed for adults and teenagers (or 7th grade) accompanied by an adult. 
If you have any interest in skiing, boarding, tubing, or any other winter fun, please come out! This is a 

perfect opportunity to get involved. The cost is reasonable considering you get three days of       
Colorado skiing, transportation, and lodging (rental equipment not included). Non-skiers have a 

great time too! 
 

The planning session will be held Saturday, August 15th at the Winks’ Beach House, 17305 Yucca Cir, 
Hanson Lake 2, three miles south of the base. Your entire family is invited. We especially welcome 

first timers.   Join us to talk about the trip. Lake conditions permitting, we will waterski, tube and     

socialize starting at 10:00 AM. For those who want to ski or tube, earlier is better; the lake gets 
crowded as the day goes on. It is doubtful we will ski after we eat. Swimming, volleyball, beach 

games, and other water sports are available. The beach can get hot, so sunscreen, hats, shirts and 
footwear are needed; however; plenty of shade is available.  
 

Please bring your own drinks, snacks, and a dish to pass in a cooler. Meat, buns, table service, will 
be provided. We plan to eat about 1:00 PM. The planning session will follow. Come early, stay late! 
 

Please sign up for the planning session by Wednesday, August 12th. There is a sign up sheet and 

more information in the church lobby.   For additional information contact Judd Bessey at 402-689-

6189 or thankski.bellevue@gmail.com. 

THANKSKI XXIII 

REUNION 2015    PLANNING 2016  

SKIING ♦ SNOWBOARDING ♦   SNOWMOBILING ♦  SHOPPING 

Support T!LC by Grocery Shopping! 

If you participate in the Baker’s Shopper Plus program you can now support the ministries of T!LC   

also when you purchase grocery items at your local Baker’s store.  T!LC has been accepted into the 

Dillions Community Rewards Program that provides cash contributions back to community            

non-profit organizations.  T!LC will get credit for every purchase its members make using their         

registered Baker’s Plus card. 

Visit their website at www.bakersplus.com/communityrewards for more        

information and to register your Baker’s Plus card today and begin             

supporting T!LC ministries every month. If you already have a Baker’s Plus 

card simply click on “sign in” and enter your email address and password you 

will then be asked to enter the organizations name or NPO number.  T!LC’s 

NPO number is 25366. Once you select T!LC as your community partner all of 

your purchases associated with your Baker’s Plus card will continue to         

provide you credits for gasoline purchases and  also support T!LC. 

If you have questions please contact Dillions at 1-800-576-4377 option 3 or 

email at DCR@dillionstores.com.  

Thanks!Cycle 
 a fun bicycling group of couples and singles interested in biking  

casual pace  

(the average  pace is 10 mph). 
Contact: Deb DABernhardt3@cox.net 

The August Riding Schedule can be found on the T!LC website at  

www.thanks-giving.org/thankcycle-schedule 



 

 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org 

Staying the Course 
Is the name of our 2-year capital 

campaign that began the weekend 

of May 4, 2014. Like our former     

capital campaign, the goal of    

Staying the Course will be debt    

reduction as we continue to retire 

the mortgage on the Family Life 

Center.  Estimates of giving received 

were; 102 estimates of giving for 

$249,074 over a 2-year period.       

Actual contributions received 

through June 2015 were $235,019.76 

or 94.4% of the estimates of giving. 

Additional principal payments from 

the Pathway to Freedom campaign 

and Staying the Course campaign 

(May 2012 - May 2015) now total 

$656,537.36 and has saved            

approximately $498,176 in interest 

payments over the loan period and 

effectively reduces the loan period 

by sixteen years and five months.  

We will continue to make regular 

additional principal payments from 

the Staying the Course capital    

campaign as they are received.   
 

Heritage Sanctuary Rejuvenation 
During this last year, a task force was 

assembled made up of Karen     

Rowell, Diane Heying, Tracy Gramps, 

Barbara Johnson, Fran Taylor, Don 

and Nancy Smith, Harold Carlson, 

and      Pastor Glenn; the purpose of 

which was to research and create a 

plan to rejuvenate the heritage 

Sanctuary. The task force engaged 

the services of Kristine Dorn, a design 

specialist from Bahr, Vermeer,     

Hacker (BVH) –  the same               

architectural firm which designed 

our Family Life Center – to help lead 

us through the discernment         

process. On Sunday morning, April 

19th, Kristine and the task force pre-

sented the rejuvenation proposal at 

an open meeting in the Heritage 

Sanctuary. The proposal was well 

received and generated much   

enthusiasm for moving  forward.  
 

We are excited about the response 

to the Her i tage Sanctuary              

Rejuvenation project.  As you recall 

our financial goal was to raise 

$50,000 and as of the writing of this 

article we have received $27,605.  

Special  Her i tage Sanctuary          

Rejuvenation envelopes are       

available at the Welcome    Center 

and on the Heritage Sanctuary 

reading rack for your contributions 

to this project or you may write 

“Heritage Sanctuary” on the memo 

line of your check and place it in 

the weekend offering. Please know 

that any size gift is welcomed! If you 

have any questions please feel free 

to contact members of the task 

force. 
 

Vacations & Giving 
Summertime is a great opportunity 

for family vacations and travels 

however, our ministry programs 

continue throughout the summer 

months.  If you do plan to travel this 

summer you can continue to        

financially support our ministries in 

one of two ways.  First, our offering 

envelopes are designed so that 

they can be mailed to the church 

and maintain confidentiality.       

Second, enroll in Simply Giving 

which is a safe and reliable       

electronic funds transfer program.   
 

Simply Giving 
Did you know that T!LC has the 

ability to receive electronic funds 

transfers (EFT) through a program 

called Simply Giving? Simply     

Giving is a safe and  reliable     

electronic funds transfer program. 

To enroll go to our website 

(www.thanks-giving.org) and click 

on “Give” at the top right hand 

corner at the top of the home 

page. You can also contact our 

Simply Giving Coordinator, Harold 

Carlson at the church office at 402

-292-2695 for more information 

about the Simply Giving program. 
 

Automobile Donation Needed 

Do you or someone that you 

know, have a reliable automobile 

that could be donate to T!LC?  We 

continue to receive requests from 

families in need of reliable        

transportation.  Please contact 

Harold Carlson at the church      

office for more information. 
 

If you have any questions,        

comments or concerns please feel 

free to e-mail me call me at the 

church or stop by my office. 

Line Item June June YTD YTD Line Item June June YTD YTD

Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 89,876.25 100,225.00 599,344.52 651,472.00 Facility/Operations 45,261.73 30,674.00 234,580.03 200,369.00

Non-pledged Giving 31,742.00 27,894.00 268,843.90 170,110.00 Ministry 44,890.99 56,641.00 254,356.25 259,470.00

Other Revenue 12,039.98 22,916.00 125,079.95 129,802.00 Personnel 81,469.45 83,254.00 493,047.31 493,536.00

Ministry Challenge 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Income 133,658.23 151,035.00 993,268.37 951,384.00 Total Expense 171,622.17 170,569.00 981,983.59 953,375.00

Income Expense

General Fund - June 2015

Thanksgiving! Lutheran ChurchGENERAL FUND 



 

 

Children’s Ministry Newsletter 

2015 

I start each day with a spray of “Happy”!  Several years ago I purchased a perfume called 

“Happy” because I thought that it would be very hard to begin a day grumpy or grouchy 

when you have sprayed on a dose of Happy. Just thinking about it makes me smile, plus it 

has the added benefit of helping me smell awesome! 

I am also blessed with a dose of happiness whenever I spend time with children.  I would like 

to share that blessing by inviting you to join Kingdom Kids Sunday School Team. Not only will 

you get to spend time with an amazing group of adult volunteers you will also experience 

some side benefits : free hugs, singing off key and no one cares, dancing with preschoolers , 

laughing and laughing and the greatest benefit of all- sharing the love of Jesus with TLC’s  

youngest disciples.  

Kingdom Kids Sunday School begins on September 13 and Saturday Night Kidz Church     

begins on September 12. Please contact me if you are interested in any of the following   

volunteer opportunities or stop at the Kingdom Kids table in the Lobby starting August 15th. 

 

*Sunday School Teacher -We use a large group/small group routine. The        

Sunday School Teachers lead the age/grade level small group times in the 

classroom. Supplies, activities and lessons are all provided. We are currently in 

need of: 2 Preschool Teachers (working with 2 returning teachers),                       

1 Kindergarten Teacher, 1 First grade Teacher, and 1 Second Grade Teacher 

(each working with a returning, experienced teacher.) Training and support are 

provided.  

*Substitute for 9:30 Sunday School   We place substitutes in a room with an      

experienced team member. 

*Welcome Team   Greet and register new families each week-9:15 to 9:40am.  

*Supply Coordinator this would involve helping one morning a week for about 

an hour or two to run copies, count out supplies etc.  

*Kidz Church- Saturday Night- You would help the Kidz Church Leader 

 

Kingdom Kids Sunday School will begin on September 13.  Please consider registering your 

children before the first Sunday.  We are offering online Preregistration until September 9, 

and Registration Forms will also be in the Church Lobby at the Kingdom Kids Table starting 

the weekend of August 15,16th.  You may register at Sunday school any Sunday after the 

above dates.  



 

 



 

 

www.thanks-giving.org 

August  2015August  2015August  2015August  2015    

For 5th and 6th Grade Students! For 7th and 8th Grade Students! For 9th—12th Grade Students! 

          Molly Miller                  Gary Olson & Molly Miller   Jon Miller & Molly Miller 

molly.miller@thanks-giving.org        gary.olson@thanks-giving.org             jon.miller@thanks-giving.org 

Aug 28 - Kick Off at Papio Fun Park 

Sept2—Parent Meeting 

Sept 9—Kick Off; 6:30-8:00pm 

August 14 - Beach Party - 5pm 

Sept 13 - D-Team Kick off; 6-8pm 

August 23 - Dress4Mess; 2-4pm 

Sept13 - Paintball 

Sept 27 - TP the Neighborhood; 2-4pm 

This past school year, Trevor Brockhaus was presented with the opportunity to make a 

sculpture made of sticks in his high school art class. While all the other students focused 

on the guidelines right in front of them, Trevor focused on something a little higher…

about 3 feet higher. 

“The Eiffel Tower—just looking at it I knew nobody else would do something like that”, 

said Brockhaus.  

Trevor went above and beyond on his replica of the 986-foot-tall Eiffel Tower in Paris, 

France. “I like doing the next step up…trying to do something that everybody else isn’t 

doing.” 

While each student in the class completed their projects with one baggie of special 

crafting sticks, Brockhaus used 15 baggies. His sculpture weighs approximately 2 

pounds, yet can withstand the weight of over 250 pounds.  

“God made me, and he gave me the gift of being an artist—being good with my 

hands and detail”, Brockhaus explained. 

The making of Brockhaus’ Eiffel Tower took over 100 hours of labor, which, without dedication and patience, 

would not have been possible. “I’m kind of a perfectionist,” recalling the road bumps he encountered.  

“You really have to plan ahead,” Brockhaus explained, speaking of how one mistake could set you back hours.  

he put much emphasis on the level of work that art takes. You need to be committed. “They look at you like 

you’re kind of crazy, like ‘do you really think you can do that?’, and then you bring in the Eiffel Tower at the end 

of the semester, and it’s all finished.”    

Sometimes it’s okay to take a break and come back to the piece later. “It can be really frustrating at times”, 

Brockhaus said, explaining that when you’re frustrated, you begin cutting corners and not producing your best 

work.   

Brockhaus’ replica of the Eiffel Tower, along with all of his art work, is a reflection of his faith. “If God didn’t give 

me this gift, I wouldn’t be a good artist”, Brockhaus states.  

“A lot of pictures you see at art shows seem really dark; you can see their (the artist’s) emotions and where they 

are in life.” Brockhaus went on to explain how God impacts his works of art:  “I try to incorporate God into them.” 

Even when God isn’t prominent in the appearance of his art, God still exists in the meaning behind it.  

Most of Brockhaus’ art centers on “God’s beauty, and what he’s made.” Yet he also uses his art to reach out to 

those around him. “A lot of my art work I can make into talking points and conversation starters,” said Brockhaus.  

Brockhaus is planning on continuing to use his gift of art to connect with God, whether it be in the immediate or 

the distant future. Brockhaus knows that whether it be nature scenes, biblical scenes, or Eiffel Tower replicas 

made of wooden sticks, the real importance comes in praising God.  

“Always try your best because God gave you that gift”, Brockhaus said. “Use your ability and try to do better.” 



 

 

T!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care Ministry    

Providing Care Ministry for the Whole Person 

Spirit~ Soul ~ and Body 

Sarpy County Cooperative Head Start 
 

Head Start 
Offers a free preschool to children aged 3 -5 from families that meet the eligibility re-

quirements 
 

Early Head Start 
Offers free center based services for children ages 6 weeks up to 3 years or a home based program 

for children birth to 3 years, and services to pregnant women.  Families that met the eligibility re-
quirements can apply. 
 

Enrollment applications are currently being accepted 

 

♦ ALL SERVICES ARE FREE 
♦ Centers located throughout Sarpy County  
♦ Services are available to meet the needs of children with disabilities 

♦ Parent & Family Engagement, comprehensive Early Childhood Education, Health & Mental 
Health Services, Nutrition Education, and Family Support services are provided to all families. 

 

Contact Sarpy County Office for further information: 
701 Olson Dr Suite 111 Papillion, NE 68046 

402-339-6592 ext. 106 or www.sarpyheadstart.org 
 

The CORE 

So many people with disabilities feel unwelcome 

at church , but together we can change that!  

Join us on August 22 for Exceptional Together: A 

Special Needs Awareness Conference sponsored 

by the Core.  We will bring community resources, 

churches, and families with special needs together 

to connect, educate and share ways to include 

those with disabilities. We will feature speakers, 

and interactive panel, hot topic, discussions, and 

exhibits of local resources. Everyone is welcome! 

Time is from 9am-to 4:30pm and takes place at 

King of Kings Church, 11615 ‘I’ Street, Omaha.  You 

can register on line at kingofkingsomaha.org.  

Registration deadline is July 31. Cost of the        

conference is $20 per person.  Questions?  Please 

email karenl@kingofkingsomaha.org  



 

 

The T!LC Library Corner 

August 2015 

How To Listen To God 

Here we go again into the Dog Days of Summer; otherwise called August!   

This month I am continuing to list books of interest to be read through the first weeks of August      
including Spiritual Growth books The library will continue to incorporate new donations and they will 

be appearing on the cart across from the Welcome Center or on the library shelves.  

As I’ve mentioned before, all categories are growing and any donations for the October sale can 

be left in the library labeled donation.  
 

The books listed below can be found on the library cart across from the Welcome Center as well as 

additional books for all ages are located in the Library.   
 

JUST GIVE ME JESUS by Anne Graham Lotz 

“How did the apostle John know that, two thousand years after he lived, your life would need a 
fresh touch from God? John probably didn’t know by God did. That’s why he gave us Jesus. Anne 

Lotz focuses the light of Christ’s life on Earth so that its relevance burns true in our life today.” 

90 MINUTES IN HEAVEN by Don Piper 

“90 minutes in Heaven offers a glimpse into a very real dimension of God’s reality. It encourages 
those recovering from serious injuries and those dealing with the loss of a loved one. The                

experience dramatically changed Piper’s life and it will change yours, too.” 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER BY Dutch Sheets 

“If you’ve ever felt that your prayers don’t count, Intercessory Prayer will show you just how vital 

your prayers are.” 

HOW TO LISTEN TO GOD by Charles Stanley 

“I believe one of the most valuable lessons we can ever lean is how to listen to God. His Voice waits 

to be heard!” 

WHAT SHOULD I DO, LORD  by Eddie Rasnake 

 “Following the Signs That Lead to God’s Will.” 

SECRETS to EXCEPTIONAL LIVING by Joyce Meyer 

“God has made available to us the means for leading an exceptional life when we recognize and 

focus on the things that He tells us are important. Learn the secrets to growing spiritually like never 

before.” 

HELP, I CAN’T STOP LAUGHTING by Ann Spangler with Shari MacDonald 

“Be forewarned that once you start, you may not be able to stop. This book offers non-stop fun off 

foibles and rib tickling humor!”  

THE FIVE LOVE LANGUAGES by Gary Chapman 

“YOU know you love her—but is SHE getting the message? Dr. Gary Chapman reveals how different 
personalities express love in different ways. Ready for a richer relationship? Open this book and     

dive in.” 
 

Have a wonderful August and be sure to read the September Newsletter article. There will be a  

listing of good reference books that will enhance your bible study. 

God’s peace.. 

Vicki D 



 

 

AUGUST WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team           Ushers All of August 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249; Usher Captains (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 
             (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 
             (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  
             (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

August 1 & 2 Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 3  Diane Heying/Tami Maxwell Kermit Erikson, Kirk Maynard 

                  Tom Turner, Frank Mitchell 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 5 Lisa Sager  9:30am Kari Balaberde, Jon Peterson 

           Michelle Gaulin Lasenburg,  

           Lynn Arhus 

          11:00am  Dan Walters, Craig Christians, 

             Kirk Engelbart, Andy Cutenilla 

August 8 & 9 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  1 Sue Hoogeveen/ Pam Engelbarg 

August 15 & 16 Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  2 Finerty’s & Boever’s 

August 22 & 23 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  3 Diane Heying/ Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  3 Rhonda Wiebers / Chrys Frey 

August 29 & 30 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  4  Deb Brandt 



 

 

AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

08/21 Carol Roubinek 

08/22 Debbie Paz 

08/22 Tyler Zubke 

08/22 Jessica Babcock 

08/22 Michael Taylor 

08/22 Luke Davis 

08/22 Sophie Davis 

08/22 Connor Brockhaus 

08/22 Zachary Ballain 

08/23 Aaron Cleghorn 

08/23 Dan Lucis 

08/23 Sherri Hull 

08/23 Laura Evans 

08/23 Ben Kothe 

08/23 Michael Smith 

08/23 Jennifer Huff 

08/23 Kyle LeVan 

08/24 Jenni Schliesman 

08/24 Jason Laabs 

08/24 Janelle Pasteka 

08/24 Denise Hebert 

08/25 Jaimie Cameron 

08/25 Ty Thrasher 

08/25 Aaron Frey 

08/25 John M Basye 

08/26 Tyler Spady 

08/26 Jeanette Flegle 

08/26 Bill Oaks 

08/27 Alex Habrock 

08/27 Allie Stoltenberg 

08/28 Kylie Filip 

08/28 Edward Hanline 

08/28 Olivia Hubka 

08/28 Melissa Masek 

08/28 Yvette Pfender 

08/28 Ambrose Heying 

08/28 Ryan Zaloudek 

08/28 Brian Alther 

08/28 Pat Beckham 

08/29 Juliana Albergucci 

08/29 Kirk Maynard 

08/29 Corliss Bunas 

08/29 McKenna Irwin 

08/29 Jeffry Strohmyer 

08/30 Keatyn McGovern 

08/30 Sarah Maxwell 

08/30 Sue Monzingo 

08/30 Dan Walters 

08/30 Heather Hansen 

08/30 Karl Duerk 

08/30 Corrinne Hardester 

08/30 Nathaniel Witkop 

08/30 Mike Albers 

08/30 Rose Ventura 

08/30 Mark Apfel 

08/30 Misty Ballain 

08/30 Emma Morrison 

08/31 Jacob Grafelman 

08/31 Kasey Duros 

08/31 Kaitlyn Duros 

08/31 Julia Mathemeier 

08/31 Donna Michelson 

08/31 Katherine Armstrong 

08/31 Shari Smith 

08/31 Alivia Fyerer 

08/12 Aubree Brown 

08/12 Susan Johnson 

08/12 Damon Lutterman 

08/12 Frank Bevins 

08/12 Melinda Tonn 

08/12 Merle Paulsen 

08/12 Elizabeth Jensen 

08/13 Addison Liberty 

08/13 Natalie Laufer 

08/13 Brynn Haer 

08/13 Kathleen Hanline 

08/13 Kim Riggs 

08/13 Peyton Hagen 

08/13 Marylou Hegarty 

08/13 Baya Isaacson 

08/13 Jakob Steffy 

08/13 Alexander Smith 

08/13 Zachary Ryan 

08/14 Chris Flores 

08/14 Christiana Burton 

08/14 Sharon Wilson 

08/14 Faith Anderson 

08/14 Melanie Lempke 

08/14 Pamela Simmons 

08/14 Dawn Bolton 

08/15 Kevin Church 

08/15 Debra Bernhardt 

08/16 Roger Kamrath 

08/16 Gary Leggitt 

08/16 Edward Joyce 

08/16 Karla Koval 

08/17 Adelyn Natho 

08/17 Morgan Krambeer 

08/17 Carl Harter 

08/17 Toby Spady 

08/17 Rebecca Mahr 

08/17 Jeff Rippe 

08/17 Kyle Smith 

08/17 Lynn Pollard 

08/17 Randy Neville 

08/17 Allen Furby 

08/18 Kylie Burkhead 

08/18 Robert Belsaas 

08/18 Sharon Schur 

08/18 Cory Adams 

08/18 Amy Schram 

08/18 Jim Biermann 

08/18 Marilyn Larson 

08/19 Brenna Livingston 

08/19 Charlie Trumble 

08/19 Carole Ring 

08/19 Helena Bewley 

08/19 Pamela Wise 

08/19 Nikki Dorn 

08/19 Charlaine Schmidt 

08/20 Alexander Jorgensen 

08/20 Dawson Brannen 

08/20 Bradley Rohn 

08/20 Keith Carlson 

08/20 Jordyn Rippe 

08/20 Dawn Boyce 

08/20 Jeff Mathemeier 

08/20 Rodney Hunt 

08/21 Leonard Teixeira 

08/21 Von Townsend 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
08/01 Ryleigh Parrack 

08/01 Tessa Turner 

08/01 Rebekah Akol 

08/01 Kristen Rife 

08/01 Julia Mashek 

08/01 Tom Furby 

08/01 Zachary Keele 

08/02 Allisan Natho 

08/02 Trea Spady 

08/02 Jacob Anania 

08/02 Michael Penny 

08/02 Nicholas Wiebelhaus 

08/02 Gia Thrasher 

08/03 Kallie Shoning 

08/03 Cary Sutton 

08/03 Alecia Schenck 

08/04 Aaron Furry 

08/04 Carly Severson 

08/04 Michelle Lasenburg 

08/04 Joshua Wuor 

08/04 Sarah Morrison 

08/05 Kennedy Wallman 

08/06 Andre Lacy 

08/06 Kathleen Peterson 

08/06 Justin Wiebelhaus 

08/06 Beth Bateman 

08/06 Marsha Jones 

08/06 Anthony Sansone 

08/06 Sven Atkins 

08/07 Thomas Stork 

08/07 Maggie Stork 

08/07 Tony Denman 

08/07 Whitney Davis 

08/07 Logan Walker 

08/07 Andre Gambino 

08/07 Curt Turnipseed 

08/07 Michael Hitt 

08/08 Taylor Bruch 

08/08 Ben Kadow 

08/08 Kelly Marz 

08/08 JoAnn Doose 

08/09 Jackson Cleghorn 

08/09 Jerry Talty 

08/09 Ronda Oaks 

08/09 Marla Smith 

08/09 Joshua Smith 

08/10 Thomas McGovern 

08/10 Katy Warren 

08/10 Gregory Dodge 

08/10 Todd Kallhoff 

08/10 Treyton Andree 

08/10 Michael Treachler 

08/11 Jordan Broniecki 

08/11 Penny Mitchell 

08/11 Kelsey Carlson 

08/11 Kenneth Flegle 

08/11 Asiha Eona 

08/11 Allison Sutton 

08/11 Venus Buck 

08/11 Gregory Ventura 

08/11 Cole Plambeck 

08/11 Amy Turnipseed 

08/11 Myron Ballain 

08/12 Dayton Jenison 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
08/07/1955 Henry & Marlene Schuttler 

08/31/1956 Ron & Diane Wink 

08/14/1965 Bob & Betty Hovey 

08/28/1965 Mary & Ken Schliesman 

08/09/1966 Shari & Tom Moseley 

08/20/1967 Roger & Joyce Kamrath 

08/24/1968 Bob & Dee Belsaas 

08/16/1969 Ray & Debbie Gadeken 

08/23/1969 Mike & Pam Wise 

08/22/1970 Rich & Bonnie Kral 

08/14/1971 Mike & Marsha Schneider 

08/28/1971 Rod & Lori Hunt 

08/11/1973 Don & Sue Monzingo 

08/31/1974 Corky & Pam Rice 

08/16/1975 Mike & Vickie Luther 

08/23/1975 Harold & Nancy Carlson 

08/28/1976 Tom & Roxanne White 

08/04/1979 Jay & Deb Davis 

08/13/1979 Dan & Vi Winslow 

08/02/1980 Mike & Cheryl Dunn 

08/08/1981 Mike & Sandy Albers 

08/06/1983 Gery & Beth Gaule 

08/23/1984 Ray & Pam Clark 

08/07/1985 Chris & Julie Flores 

08/17/1985 Terry & Sharon Wilson 

08/17/1985 John & Chris Plambeck 

08/23/1985 Bill & Charlaine Schmidt 

08/16/1986 Trish Shapland 

08/30/1986 Rod & Val Green 

08/03/1988 Matt & Debbie Thurlby 

08/06/1988 John & Barbara Jeppesen 

08/19/1989 Bill & Ronda Oaks 

08/03/1990 Doug & Jennifer Johnson 

08/04/1990 Eddie & Shelly Haer 

08/18/1990 Jerry & Martha Zubke 

08/06/1993 Rick & Lynelle Kowalski 

08/07/1993 J.R. & Michelle Boyce 

08/13/1994 David & Susan Benson 

08/13/1994 Steve & Sherry Albracht 

08/12/1995 Sharla Mruz 

08/19/1995 Phil & Trisha Davidson 

08/02/1997 Matt & Natalie Neumann 

08/30/1997 Kevin & Trisha McArthur 

08/08/1998 Jon & Lisa Peterson 

08/07/1999 Lisle & Jessica Babcock 

08/07/1999 Carl & Tammy Henningsen 

08/07/1999 Sean & Rachel Betz 

08/18/2000 David & Deanna Barker 

08/26/2000 Chad & Misty Ballain 

08/04/2001 Darin & Stephanie Toelle 

08/09/2003 Tom & Melody Bentley 

08/02/2005 Larry & Cindy Sand 

08/06/2005 John & Angela Wolken 

08/12/2005 Jamie & Lindsey Drew 

08/13/2005 Brandon & Megan Schaaf 

08/12/2006 Sven & Cheryl Atkins 

08/22/2006 Ted & Molly Erickson 

08/16/2008 Mike & Karla Koval 

08/15/2009 Mark & Lindsey Apfel 

08/07/2010 Mark & Terri Schlange 

08/14/2010 Tom & Kari Kelly 

08/06/2011 Michael & Ashley Patterson 

08/04/2013 Marilyn & Steve Lebedz 



 

 

The September 

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  

August 21 
 

 

 

 

For Care 

Ministry 

Assistance . . 

During Church 

Office Hours: 

Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 

Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice 
mail number 402.292.7633 and 
leave a message. Rhonda Rupert, 
Care Ministry Coordinator 
will  contact you. 

ARE YOU IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
VISIT OUR NEW! PRAYER  
REQUESTS LINK ON T!LC  

WEBSITE 
 

You can now submit prayer requests to the     
T!LC Prayer Team through the website at: 
www.thanks-giving.org, on the homepage     
under Daily Links/Prayer Requests. 

GODS PEACE AND COMFORT 

 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

 

August 9-23  Life Group Sign ups 

August 14 - Sr. High Beach Party 

August 14-16  Chester and Betsy Kylstra at T!LC 

August 15   Thankski Planning and Reunion 

August 19  Cleansing Stream Seminar begins 

August 15 & 16  Student and Children’s ministry 

         registration 

August 19  Awana registration 6:30 - 7:30pm 

August 23 Awana registration 9am-12:45 

August 23  5th and 6th Grade - Dress For Mess 

August 28 Jr High - Papio Fun Park 

BAPTISMS 

Chase Jordan Griffith, son 

of Christopher & Colleen 

Griffith. Sponsors are     

Alison Freeman and     

Carlos Acosta. 

 

Brady John Tungland, son 

of Joshua & Kelsey      

Tungland. Sponsors are 

John Carlson and Jason & 

Kristin Kremer 

WEDDINGS 

Laura Engelhardt & Lucas      

Mallatt on July 18, 2015. 
Janine Wegner and Family in the 

death of her grandmother, Bur-

nette Banker on June 29, 2015 

Shelly Brockhaus and Family in 

the death of her father, Wayn 

Deinert. 

Geneva & Howard James in the 

death of Geneva’s brother, Jim 

Baehrens on July 2, 2015. 

Rama Lalljie in the death of her 

sister Dolly on July 21, 2015. 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: sara.zivny@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May….. 

∗ Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

∗ Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 

∗ Youth Sunday School  9:30am 

∗ Adult Sunday School 9:30am 

∗ Wednesday Night Awana (PreK—6th grade) 

∗ Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

∗ Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 

   Rev. Bruce L. Kotila, Pastor of Discipleship Training 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 

Office Manager   Sara Zivny 

Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 

RTF Ministry Director  Lisa  Zaloudek 

Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Children’s Ministry Director  

Kidz Church Leaders  Richard Zolnowski/Traci Johnson 

Awana Director   Lisa Sager, Meagan Cinfel 

Student Ministry Director  Pastor David Witkop 

Student Ministry Admin Asst. Kelly Marz 

Nursery Director   Bonnie Carpenter 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 
 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 

 

 

OUR IDENTITY STATEMENT 
We are followers of Christ who aspire to Be Like Jesus in every way, living life Up, In and Out! 
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