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Kelly Pitts graciously shared the following testimony at the worship services August 22 and 23.  Hope 

this is a blessing to you as we continue to encourage everyone to join or begin a Life Group. 

 

I would like to give you a little background about our family, so 

that it might help you understand a little better what our Life 
Group has done and means to us.  We have two wonderful      
Children, a 9-year-old girl and a 17-year-old boy, and He has 

agreed to allow me to share his story.  We are a military family, 
who when our son was 3 years old, moved away from our friends 

and family to settle here in Bellevue Nebraska. 

Growing up we knew our son was a little different. He was a very 
bright child. At 3 years old, he use to use a screwdriver to take 

apart the furniture. We had to be careful before we sat down for 
fear the chair would fall apart under us…He was such a curious, happy, funny child,.. but as he 
grew older, he became quieter and was not able to form                 relationships or play with the 

other children. Concerned.. the school encouraged us to have him seen by a doctor, and it was 

then that he was diagnosed with Autism.  

About this time, we started attending Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church, but did not form any          
connections with other’s in the congregation. We felt we did not have the time or energy to pursue 
this. In our own minds, we felt this was okay. We were a good family, who attended church,          

volunteered when needed, and was able to handle problems as a family when they came up.  As 
time went on, I knew something was missing… At one point, I even stood in the back of the church 

and wondered,..“What am I doing here?.. I feel nothing… I do not get it.”  We did not know it but 
GOD had a plan!..There was a family we would pass driving through our neighborhood who would 
grill out on Friday’s. I thought to myself, I just want to stop and ask them “What’s for dinner?”, but I 

never had the courage to stop, it is not something I would do. This happened more than once.     
Every other Friday I would see them grilling in their driveway and sometimes there were a group of 

people. I felt a longing to be included. 

God was knocking but I was not listening,.. so God brought them to us. One Sunday morning there 
was our invitation. Adam and Tina Haeder were sitting at a table passing out invitations to attend 

TG!iF Thank GOD it’s Friday, a Life Group.  I jumped at the chance this time because I felt invited. 
That summer we grew close to the TG!iF Family… We shared meals together,.. our kids played       
together,.. we prayed together, ..we worshiped together… We also laughed, cried, leaned on 

each other.. and lived life together. TG!iF became part of our family. 

That very December, our world was turned upside down… Our then 15-year-old son, tried to take 

his own life… We never saw it coming! Autistic children do not tend to express their feelings.  

I remember after having him admitted at 12:30 in the morning, that we had to make a plan          
because we had to meet with the doctors that day at 10am.   My first thought was our new Life 

Group family, so I called..trying to keep it all together,.. and I could only get out the words. “I need 

Continued on page 2 



 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE 
Representing Christ in Your Sweet Zone 

Jesus was a master at engaging people in any setting, no matter what size of the group. As his ambassa-
dors, we should aspire to be able to represent him in any setting as well. The reality, however, is that be-

cause of the way that God has wired each of us we each tend to be more comfortable in some settings 
rather than others. Consider these settings or spaces. 
 

Intimate Space – Jesus had a very close relationship with “the twelve,” but within the twelve he spent ex-
tra time with three of the men – Peter, James and John (Matthew 17:1-2, 26:37). Ask yourself: Who are the 
three people God has placed in my life, who God wants me to encourage and train up as followers of 
Christ? 

 
Personal Space – Jesus called “the twelve” to be a part of his personal space (Mark 3:13-19). They were 
Jesus’ first Life Group, and he invited them into his life. Jesus not only shared his life with them, but he also 

“discipled” them – training them in what it meant to be his followers. Life Groups at T!LC (typically 6 to 16 
people) are wonderful places to grow in your relationship with Christ, and to form meaningful relation-
ships with other members of our church family!  
 

Social Space – Jesus also had a group of followers referenced as “the 72” who he sent out to represent 
his kingdom (Luke 10:1-6). Ask yourself: Who are those people beyond my Life Group that God has put in 
my life? Together, is there something significant we can do to serve others in Christ’s name? Is it possible 
for my Life Group and one or two other Life Groups to partner in some sort of mission or service in our 

community? 
 
Public Space – Jesus also ministered to “the crowds” (Matthew 5-7). One such public space in the Body 

of Christ is corporate worship. Ask yourself: Am I committed to worshipping God with the larger Body of 
Christ? What can I bring to that experience? It is worth noting that when the first three spaces are being 
lived out in a church in healthy ways, then the public space of corporate worship often becomes a 
weekly joyous celebration and reunion of God’s people! 

 
In which of these spaces are you most comfortable? As a representative of Christ in which of these spac-
es might the Lord be calling you to become more engaged? 

 
Your Brother in Christ, Pastor Glenn 

your help.” This was different for me;.. I have never had to ask for help before. To my relief,.. all I 

heard on the other end of the line was “absolutely, what do you need?”  My Life Group was so 
great,.. they watched our daughter,. they made us meals,. and they prayed for us,. they were there 

for us through the whole process,. even our son’s D-Team leader visited him in the hospital… We felt 

so overwhelmed with gratitude. 

I do not know what we would have done without our Life Group;.. they have helped us become 

better people and better followers of Christ… Even our son enjoys going over to their house. He 
loves playing with the older children and has grown, and changed into an   accepted   happier   

child. He has even given a fun chemistry lecture, /demonstration for the group. He has changed so 
much; and has opted, in his senior year of High school, to take an accelerated chemistry class in 
college.  Because of this wonderful Life group,.. I now love going to church, hearing the sermons. I 
love how the music fills me with so much joy. And I love being a part of this special church family. 

Because of our Life Group, our family has more fully experienced the Love and Grace of God! 
 

Kelly Pitts 



 

 

CAT Update 
 

The Strategic Planning Team has spent the last month praying, 
analyzing and gathering more information as we prepare our   

proposal in response to the CAT survey and our discernment of 
how to address the three priorities of the congregation: 
 

1. Create more opportunities for people to form meaningful    
relationships 

2. Develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to reach 
new people and incorporate them 

3. Strengthen the process by which members are called and 

equipped for ministry and leadership. 
 

In addition to these areas, we are focusing on strategies that had low satisfaction rates—primarily 
communication and openness of governance. These two areas, along with a comprehensive      
strategy, will be incorporated in a plan that will be presented to a larger strategic team, the council 

and the congregation over a period of two weeks towards the end of September and early         
October. Once we have the dates finalized for these presentations, we will communicate                     
the details of the final phase of this process.  

 
With these factors in mind, and as a reminder, our areas of focus are:  

Governance:  
Relationships:  
Communication: Staffing 

Communication 
Volunteerism/Leadership 

 
Additionally, and of important note, the CAT survey showed that the congregation wants to         
continue to support and grow “ministries that work towards healing those broken by life                  

circumstances”. The average rankings (on a scale of 1 to 5) of this priority and the third priority were 
only 0.01 apart. Furthermore, when priorities were broken down by worship service attendance, 

three out of four services had this priority as a top 3 priority.  
 
All of these factors will contribute to our final assessment and proposal. Thank you for your prayers as 

this process continues and please feel free to approach any team members with questions,        
comments and concerns. Team members are: Dave Madden, Hugh Finerty, Kristi Waszak, Brianna 
Hitt, Mike Dunn, Tony Belford, Janine Wegner, Pastors Glenn, David and Bruce and Harold Carlson. 
 

Janine Wegner 

Strategic Planning Team Chair 

Join us for a Church Picnic, September 20, 5:30pm-8:00pm 

Kickoffs have taken place, school is in full swing, and family routines are beginning to set in.   

We look forward to reconnecting with our T!LC church family and community.  Please join us for a 

simple hotdog meal (hotdog, chips, and drink) and lots of fun games and activities for the kids and 

adults!  Bring some lawn chairs or blankets to sit on and a dessert to pass and 

join us as we reconnect and celebrate all that God is doing as we prepare 

for the coming year.  If you are able to help with the picnic (we need        

photographers, set up crew, clean up crew, game hosts, and kitchen help) 

please contact Sara Zivny in the church office or go to                                                       

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054DABAB2EA6FF2-church to sign 

up to help! 



 

 

ADULT Discipleship 
Pastor Bruce Kotila 

Pastor.bruce@thanks-giving.org 

Adult Discipleship * Fall 2015 
 

210 Project.  Why Am I Here?  What Does God Really Want Me to Do With My Life?  
All of us long for the answers to these questions, but they can only be found when 

we connect to the One who made us, and when we discover where we fit in His 
Story.  These questions will be answered through a practical and engaging process 

that helps you discover your unique spiritual DNA and consists of a book and a series of powerful 

online activities that bring clarity and understanding to your life’s purpose.   
 

The 210 Project meets Sundays in the Heritage Sanctuary – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. – Running from         
September 27 through December 6, 2015.  The materials for The 210 Project cost $25 and will be 

available in early August.  
 
 

Financial Peace University is a life-changing program that teaches you how 
to make the right decisions with your money.  You'll be empowered with the 

practical skills and confidence needed to achieve your financial goals and 
experience true financial peace. 

Financial Peace meets Mondays in the South Campus Youth Room – 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. – Running 

from September 14 until November 9, 2015.  The cost per family for Financial Peace University is $89 
for a membership kit.   

To sign-up for this class please go to: http://www.davedramse.com/fpu/locate-class/ and select 
Thanksgiving Lutheran. 
 

Doorway to Discovery Silent Retreat is a guided retreat that includes a mix of 
worship, prayer, teaching, reflection and extended periods of silence for the 

purpose of allowing God to teach you to pray, and to pray more effectively. 
Teaching and reflection times will follow the invocation, various petitions and 
benediction of the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13). 

Held at St. Benedict Center in Schuyler, Nebraska.  The retreat begins at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday,      
November 12th and ends at 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 15th. The cost per person to attend the 
Silent Retreat is $240 for lodging and meals. 

 
For more details visit our website at www.thanks-giving.org and click on the Adult*Discipleship tab 

Contact: Pastor Bruce Kotila at pastorbruce@thanks-giving.org or 402-292-2695 x308 



 

 

Thanks!Cycle 
 a fun bicycling group of couples and singles interested in biking  

casual pace  

(the average  pace is 10 mph). 
Contact: Deb DABernhardt3@cox.net 

The September Riding Schedule can be found on the T!LC website 

at  
www.thanks-giving.org/thankcycle-schedule 

Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study will begin September 17; 9-11am in the 

Heritage Conference Room.  This fall we will continue with Beth Moore’s study,  

Believing God: Experiencing a Fresh Explosion of Faith - This in-depth women's    

Bible study based on Isaiah 43:10 explores what it means not only 'to believe in 

God' but 'to believe Him.' Through studying the lives of Abraham, Moses, and    

others as examples of persons who believed God, Beth encourages women to 

deepen their own trust in God and receive a fresh word from Him. Workbook is 

$16.  If you would like to participate in this study, please contact Ramona Lucas 

at lucasrt@cox.net or 402-294-7014 by September 8  

Women’s Book Study will kick off the 2015-2016 season promptly at 7:00 pm at the 

Bellevue home of Suzanne Harless on Monday, September 14th. To reach the Harless 
home, drive South on 25th street, past Capehart Road. Turn right on Blackhawk Drive, 

right on South 29th Street and left on Schuemann. The Harless home at 2917       
Schuemann Drive is the last house on the left. 
 

This fall we will be studying Having a Mary Spirit by Joanna Weaver. If you would like 
more information on our group which meets the second Monday of the month you 

may contact Karen Rowell:  402-291-2401, kjpenguin@cox.net. Questions regarding 
our September meeting call  Suzanne: 402-293-0765, Suzanne.harless@cox.net, or    

co-hostess, Diane Wink: 402-292-1012, ronwink50@msn.com.  
 

This is a “scent free” evening, since one of our long time attendees reacts adversely to chemicals 

such as hair spray, perfume, etc. 
 

We look forward to welcoming and reuniting with many of you this fall to study and celebrate 
God’s word.   

Women’s study of The Good and Beautiful Life by James Bryan Smith.  

"I have never met a person whose goal was to ruin his or her life. We all want to be 

happy, and we want it all of the time." So begins James Bryan Smith in The Good and 

Beautiful Life. The problem is, he tells us, we have bought into false notions of          

happiness and success. These self-centered decisions lead us further into the vices 

that cause ruin: anger, lust, lying, worry and judging. Eventually we find ourselves living 

a beautifully packaged life of self-destruction. Following the Sermon on the Mount, 

this follow-up to The Good and Beautiful God guides us to look behind these character flaws and 

to replace our false beliefs with Jesus' narratives about life in the kingdom of God.   

Begins Monday, September 14th and meets in the Heritage Conference Room.  Contact Maureen     

Delahanty for more information.  402-291-3039   or  mkmd@centurylink.net 



 

 

T!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care Ministry    

Providing Care Ministry for the Whole Person 

Spirit~ Soul ~ and Body 

Praise Report and Thank You 
 

About one year ago, I was diagnosed with Cholangiocarcinoma, 

a bile duct cancer, located inside my liver. I was given an 18 
month prognosis. My family, church framily and friends all came 
together and we held a healing service. I have been receiving 

chemo about 3 times a month during this time. I had CT scans 
done July 20th and am pleased to announce that my cancer is 

"stable", that is a good word in the cancer world, it means that 
there aren't any changes to the tumor. I did have one nodule on 
my lung that is no longer there and there is no evidence of new 

cancer. The only better news would be that my cancer is gone 
and that is something I'm believing may be spoken to me one 

day! Although 18 months has not yet passed, I think this proves 
that I do not have a time stamp on my forehead and that only 
God know when my time is up.  
 

To my church framily, I want to thank you for supporting my children and I during this time. Whether 
it is saying a little prayer, giving my kids rides when I don't have the energy, or preparing meals to 
give me a break, gathering up household items that break my budget, giving me a hug or            

encouraging word just when I need it, or making it possible to afford things at certain times of the 
year, your spiritual, emotional, physical and financial blessings are never taken for granted. How 
could I ever thank you or let you know how much I appreciate you all? I believe by being thankful 

for each day I get to make memories with my kids and fighting this monster with every bit of energy I 
have. I want to make as many people happy as I can by loving them right where they are at,       

paying it forward with Christ's guidance all while thinking of you!  
 

I thank you for your continued support and I look forward to sharing many more praise reports with 

you.  
 

~much love 

Michelle Clayton   

From left to right: Ricky and Betty Diego, 

Catalina, Michelle, Juan and Natalia 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
 

Many thanks to the congregation at Thanksgiving! for donating over 2000 
pounds of food during the month of August.  It was vital since the        

Bellevue Food Pantry was almost empty again. 
 
This total equates to about 200 bags of food given to the people in the 

Bellevue area with needs. The Bellevue Food Pantry distributes about 220 
bags each week, so the need continues to be great. Please consider 

helping us again by bringing non-perishable food items to the church    
picnic on September 20th.  Thanks again for your continued support of the 
Bellevue Food Pantry. 



 

 

GENERAL FUND 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org 

Staying the Course 

Is the name of our 2-year     
capital campaign that began 

the weekend of May 4, 2014. 
Like our former capital        
campaign, the goal of Staying 

the Course will be debt          
reduction as we continue to 

retire the mortgage on the 
Family Life Center.  Estimates of 
giving received were; 102       

estimates of giving for $249,074 
over a 2-year period.  Actual 
contributions received through 

July 2015 were $247,109.60 or 
99.2% of the estimates of giving.  

Additional principal payments 
from the Pathway to Freedom           
campaign and Staying the 

Course campaign (May 2012 - 
July 2015) now total $671,537.36 

and has saved approximately 
$499,720 in interest payments 
over the loan period and        

effectively reduces the loan 
period by sixteen years and 

eight months.  We will continue 
to make regular additional    
principal payments from the 

Staying the Course capital 
campaign as they are            
received.   
 

Heritage Sanctuary  
Rejuvenation 

We are excited about the      
response to the Heritage     

S anc t uar y  R e j uve na t i o n        

project.  As you recall our     

financial goal was to raise 
$50,000 and as of the writing 

of this article we have re-
ceived $32,435.  Special      
H e r i t a g e  S a n c t u a r y              

Rejuvenation envelopes are 
available at the Welcome 

Center and on the Heritage 
Sanctuary reading rack for 
your contributions to this      

project or you may write 
“Heritage Sanctuary” on the 
memo line of your check and 

place it in the weekend       
offering. Please know that any 

size gift is welcomed! If you 
have any questions please 
feel free to contact members 

of the task force. 
 

Mosquito Netting Special  
Offering 

A special offering of $1,947 

was contributed in August to 
purchase mosquito netting for 
Josiah Akol’s village in South 

Sudan. These nets along with 
donated over-the-counter 

pain relievers will help to      
reduce the risk of contracting 
malaria. Thank you for your 

quick response to this need. 
 

 

Simply Giving 

Did you know that T!LC has the 
ability to receive electronic 

funds transfers (EFT) through a 
program called Simply Giving?  
Simply Giving is a safe and reli-

able electronic funds transfer 
program. To enroll go to our 

w e b s i t e  ( w w w . t h a n k s -
giving.org) and click on “Give” 
at the top right hand corner at 

the top of the home page. You 
can also contact our Simply 

Giving Coordinator, Harold 

Carlson at the church office at 
402-292-2695 or by email for 

more information about the 
Simply Giving program. 
 

Automobile Donation Needed 

Do you or someone that you 
know, have a reliable            

automobile that could be     
donate to T!LC?  We continue 

to receive requests from        
families in need of reliable 
transportation.  Please contact 

Harold Carlson at the church 
office for more information. 
 

If you have any questions, 

comments or concerns please 
feel free to e-mail me call me 
at the church or stop by my 

office.     

Line Item July July YTD YTD Line Item July July YTD YTD

Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 79,785.50 94,572.00 679,131.02 746,044.00 Facility/Operations 44,058.40 33,261.00 278,637.99 233,630.00

Non-pledged Giving 35,804.52 24,532.00 304,648.42 194,642.00 Ministry 44,585.71 48,082.00 298,861.00 307,543.00

Other Revenue 22,967.10 33,116.00 148,047.05 162,918.00 Personnel 81,161.74 81,525.00 574,209.05 575,070.00

Ministry Challenge 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 19,881.55 0.00

Total Income 138,557.12 152,220.00 1,151,708.04 1,103,604.00 Total Expense 169,805.85 162,868.00 1,151,708.04 1,116,243.00

Income Expense

General Fund - July 2015

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church



 

 

Children’s Ministry Newsletter 

2015 

The Kingdom Kids Sunday School team and Saturday Night’s Kidz Church          

Co- leaders are excited about seeing your children again!  We have missed 

them.   The teams have been busy planning an exciting, dynamic curriculum 

and environment that will enhance your child’s experience learning about the 

love of Jesus.  

Kingdom Kids Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 13 at 9:30am and Kidz 

church will start on Saturday evening, September 12th.  We serve children  4 years old 

through 4th grade.  

Please consider registering your children before the kick off weekend of September 12/13th. 

We are offering on line preregistration until September 9.  You may register at Sunday 

School any Sunday after September 9th. 

We still need volunteers. Please contact me about serving in this fun ministry.  

Connie	Barnhart													childmin@thanks-giving.org										402-292-2695	 

SonShine Place Nursery is hiring!  If you love to play with children up to 3 years of age and/or cuddle 

babies and can work Tuesday mornings, Wednesday evenings and during worship services on      
Sunday, then please pick up an application at the nursery!  We are looking for people who are 

available during church related events that require the nursery to be open and also available for 
Saturday night worship service and Sunday worship services.   If you have any questions please     
contact the Nursery Director, Bonnie Carpenter, at 402-292-2695, Ext 403 or                                                

Bonnie.Carpenter@thanks-giving.org.  

FAITH MILESTONES 
 

Kindergarten - Beginner Bible Class – September 27, 2015 from 11:00am-12:30pm in the Lower Level. 
 

Presentation of Kindergarten Bibles will be on Saturday, October 10 during the 
5:30pm service and Sunday, October 11 during the 8:15am and 11:00am services. 
 
Register online or by calling the church office at 402-292-2695. Questions contact 
Lisa Witkop at 402-290-1451 or lisa.witkop@thanks-giving.org 
 

Christian parents desire to pass on a legacy of faith to their children, and presenting a child with a 
first Bible is one of the most meaningful steps in helping a child develop a personal relationship with 
Jesus. The Beginner Bible milestone provides parents an opportunity to discuss and learn fun and 

meaningful ways to foster their child’s love for God’s Word and to use the new Bible with their 
child…because nothing has the power to shape a child’s life like the Bible.  



 

 

As we start this year off, we want to begin by saying, “Welcome!” We are glad that you’re here.   If you 

have not registered, it is not too late.   You can join any?me of year.  We do encourage early registra?on, 

(before Sept 9th) to avoid long lines. 

  

Awana is offered to children age 3 (by July 31, 2015) through 6th grade.  We have many things to look 

forward to this year at Awana: fun theme nights, meaningful bible lessons during Large Group,  games 

with Mr. Rick PiDs, but most importantly to build rela?onships and share the Gospel of Christ and       

increase their knowledge of the Bible.  Our prayer is that clubbers get to know Jesus and the bible in a 

fun and  safe environment.  

 

For parents, we want to say “Thank you” for making the spiritual growth of your child a priority.  The 

Awana team, is looking forward  to being part of teaching your child about Jesus and helping them know 

more of God’s Word.  Your child’s rela?onship with Jesus starts with you, and we look forward to walking 

this journey with you. 

 

Check out our webpage thanks-giving.org;  Click on Awana under the kids & youth tab;  We 

will post weekly updates, pictures and upcoming events. 

Questions?? Or for more information  

Contact Lisa Sager at 

402.292.2695 x405 

Or awana@thanks-giving.org 

Our club is        

partnering 

with the 

Bellevue Food Pantry.  

There will be many          

opportuni?es to help     

support them throughout 

the year.  This year we will 

offer a theme once a 

month; you may choose to     

par?cipate in the theme or 

bring a non-perishable 

food item to earn shares.  

Food items can be brought 

every weeks to earn 2 

shares. 
——————————— 

September’s theme night  

is on September 30th and 

is inside out night.  How 

many items of clothing can 

you wear inside out?  

First Night of Awana 

Wednesday, September 9th. 

Check-in starts at 6:15  

Club runs from 6:30-8:00 

 

Please plan to come early to receive 

your supplies and register if needed. 

All parents and clubbers will meet in the 

Family Life Center for the first night.    

 

 

 

We have been blessed with 

many volunteers orbi?ng in 

and out of our Awana Ministry.  

Please prayerfully consider 

joining our team in one of the 

following areas of great need: 

• Male & female leaders to 

be a role model for boys 

and girls in 3rd and 4th 

grade. 

• Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd 

grade. 

• Cubbies (3 and 4 year olds) 

• Media support 

• Assistant game director 

• Weekly listeners 

• Large group leader  (Sub) 

• High School Leaders 



 

 

www.thanks-giving.org 

September 2015September 2015September 2015September 2015    

For 5th and 6th Grade Students! For 7th and 8th Grade Students! For 9th—12th Grade Students! 

          Molly Miller                  Gary Olson & Molly Miller   Jon Miller & Molly Miller 

molly.miller@thanks-giving.org        gary.olson@thanks-giving.org             jon.miller@thanks-giving.org 

 

Jr High Kick-off: Friday August 28th from 6:00pm-10:00pm; Papio Fun Park. 
All 7th and 8th grade students are invited to a fun night at Papio Fun Park!  There will be unlimited    
go-kart racing, miniature golf, laser tag and a whole lot more!  Cost is $14/person and we will meet 

at the park.  This is a great opportunity to bring your friends and show them what a fun youth group 
looks like! 
  
Jr High Student & Parent BBQ: Wednesday September 2nd from 6:30-8:00pm 

We will provide the hotdogs and hamburgers and ask the families to provide a side dish to share.  
There will be games for the kids and an informational meeting for the parents concerning our       
upcoming curriculum, Confirmation requirements and fall activities.   
 

Jr High Live! Beginning Wednesday, September 9th from 6:00pm-8:00pm: Youth Room.  
This year begins with an in-depth study of The Old Testament and how it relates to us as followers of 
Christ and Kingdom Partners at T!LC.  Come and see what God has written to us and how it applies 

to our lives today. 
 

Sunday School; Beginning September 13th, 9:30am-10:30am; Youth Room 
Join us on Sunday mornings for donuts, worship and a time to learn and discuss the truths and    

promises God has in store for us.   
 

Save the Date: 

October 23rd – 24th Jr High Retreat at Camp Rivercrest 

 
 
 

Sunday School; Beginning September 13th, 9:30am-10:30am; Mission Room  

Our curriculum this year is called LIVE! It’s a powerful tool for helping 5th & 6th grade students explore 
key biblical truths and scriptural moments—all with the goal of helping them live Jesus-centered lives as 
they discover what the Bible is all about. Join us for Sunday mornings for fun and learning!  
 

Mad Cow Paintball; September 13th; 2:00pm-6:30pm; $40/person 

Come join us for an afternoon of fun, friendly competition!  Join us for Mad Cow Paintball in Louisville, 
Nebraska.  All you need to do is complete Mad Cow Paintball’s online waiver found here (Use Group 

Name: T!LC  at https://www.digitalwaiversrus.com/waiverSignup.php?CIACustomerID=27114)  
**Remember to dress in a long sleeve shirt and bring sunscreen and bug spray!  Bring plenty of water! 

Parents – we will need drivers!  If you can help with this, please contact Molly Miller. 
 

“TP The Neighborhood”; September 27th; 2:00pm-4:00pm; Meet at the Youth Room  

We are going to TP the Neighborhood (but it might not be exactly what you think)! Instead of throwing 
rolls of TP all over the place we are going to collect toilet paper for the Bellevue Food Pantry.  
 

Camp Rivercrest Retreat; October 2nd-3rd; Save the Date!  



 

 

T!LC Council Highlights (August 20th) 

Tracy Townsend opened the meeting with prayer and Pastor Glenn led the Council in a devo-

tional. 

Boy Scout Troop 231 (that meets at T!LC) presented a cash contribution to T!LC. 

Dave Madden, Hugh Finerty, and Pastor Glenn provided an update on the progress of the Stra-

tegic Planning Committee. 

Pastor and coordinator reports were accepted as presented.   

Approved special offering request for Kids Against Hunger. 

Approved council minutes posted on bulletin board in Heritage facility across from T!LC Library. 

 

The Council agreed to enter into negotiations with Verizon Wireless to 

erect a forty foot stealth cell tower and equipment shelter in the 

northeast corner of the west parking lot (reference the photo         

rendering).   
 

The tower design incorporates a backlighted cross panel on all three 

sides of the triangular design. The equipment shelter will be           

constructed of similar materials to match the family life center. The 

equipment shelter will be large enough to also provide stor-

age space for      T!LC and eliminate the three wooden sheds 

that are currently on the southwest corner of the same park-

ing lot. This project will also generate additional rental          

income for T!LC each month. 

 
#Controversial Sunday School; Starting September 13th, 9:30am-10:30am; S. Campus Conference 

Room Join us as we discuss topics not normally discussed in church. Each student will get a chance 

to share his or her own opinion on the topic of the week and then learn what the Bible teaches 
about it. 
 

High School Ministry (HSM); Starting September 27; Sunday 6:00pm-8:00pm; Family Life Center. What 
is your identity? Who is God? Does God care? Join us each Sunday evening in the Family Life Center 

as we explore the answers to these questions. Each week, students will get a chance to hear from a 
teacher and to discuss what is going on their own lives. This is all about interaction so don’t come 
expecting a lecture. Expect fun, food, and God’s presence to change you. 
 

D-Team Kick-off; September 13th; 6:00pm-8:00pm; Family Life Center. Join us as we kick off the year 

with all the D-teams in the same place. This will be a great chance for D-teams to start meeting 
again and for those without a D-team to find one that works for them.  
 

D-Team Ministry (times and locations vary; however groups are posted on the Sr. High website) 

Discipleship Teams (D-Teams) are smaller, more intimate groups where students can come together 

and get to know one another on a personal level, and continue their spiritual walk together in an 
informal setting. These groups are led by two adult leaders, usually in one of the leader’s homes. 
 

TEC; Save the Date: November 6-8th. TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) is a transformational time for    

every High School student who attends. They won’t want to miss this retreat. Save the dates          
November 6 – 8th!  



 

 

The T!LC Library Corner 

September 2015 

The Book Sale this year will be on Sat. Oct. 17th and Sun. Oct. 18h.   
Your generous donations keep arriving and we accept them with a sincere thank-you that you are willing 

to share with the entire congregation and participating in the fall book sale!  
 

The month of September has arrived and the choice of bible studies and programs that are 

being offered by T!LC continues to grow each year with learning experiences available for 

all ages.  
 

Please remember the reference books we have available in the library to help you expand 

and build on all the basic knowledge that you receive from your bible and study book. 

Many more reference books have been added to the shelves in 2015 for all ages.  

These books can open doors into the world during biblical times along with individuals who 

lived in neighboring lands during this period. Have you ever wonder if a word or verse had 

another meaning while reading scripture? We have books addressing all of this and more!   
 

The entire group of reference books can be found on the reference shelves in the library. 
And we are talking 2 ½ bookcases! Please remember that when you are finished using 

these books they are to be returned to the library for others to enjoy. This is one section that 

has taken time to build through donations and purchases from the dollars received from 

the fall book sale and in some cases cannot be replaced.  
 

The books listed below can be found on the library cart with more in the library: 
 

OUR GOD REIGNS by Phil Christensen and Shari Macdonald 

“The stories behind your favorite praise and worship songs to be found in many jubilation services 
today.” 
 

LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD by Allan Hart Jahsmann & Martin P. Simon 

“This book nurtures the faith of children and sows seeds that enrich lives for years to come. Each lit-

tle visit includes: A Bible Verse; A life related devotion; Questions to help children get involved; Sug-
gested Scripture readings for older children and a prayer relating to the day’s theme. These short, 

meaningful devotions are for you and your child to talk about together. You can help your child de-
velop a strong, spiritual foundation for a lifetime.  
 

THE WORLD OF SAINT PAUL by Joseph M. Callewaert 

“This book reads like a novel. It recounts the story of this great apostle. This is no ponderous biog-
raphy.” A must read! 
 

THE STORY OF ISAAC AND REBECCA by Alice Joyce Davidson 

This is just one of many books written for young children featuring various people who appear in 

scripture that are available in the library. 
 

THE BIBLE IN STORIES by J. Sheatsley 

“Deliver into a junior Bible narratives from the Old and New Testament written for children of all ag-

es.” 
 

PARABLES By Robert L. Millet 

“What do the parables and stories of Jesus Christ teach us and our families today? Imaginative art 

and thoughtful commentary combine with scripture to illuminate sixteen of Jesus’ most love stories.  
 

Have a wonderful September and a rewarding learning experience! 
             God’s peace – Vicki D 



 

 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249; Usher Captains (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 
             (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 
             (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  
             (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team         Ushers All of September 

September 5 & 6 Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 2 Shelly Haer/ Melissa Polson Gary Baumert, Charlie Daubs,          

           Allen Furby, Eddie Haer 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 5 Lisa Sager           9:30am Geoff Sager, Von Townsend,  

           Tex Teixeira, Dennis Hollenbeck 

                 11:00am   Dawn & Rob Liberty, Bill Moses 

            Kevin McArthur 

September 12 & 13 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  1 Sue Hoogeveen/ Pam Engelbart 

September 19 & 20  Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  2 Lo & Hugh Finerty/ Denise & Dave Boever 

September 26 & 27 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  2 Shelly Haer/ Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  3 Rhonda Wiebers/ Chrys Frey 



 

 

SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

09/18 Karen Eakins 

09/19 John Filip 

09/19 Debra Davis 

09/19 Thomas Triggs 

09/19 Robin Greiner 

09/19 Heather Swanson 

09/19 Michael Borer 

09/20 Chad Rozniecki 

09/20 Rebekah Hanline 

09/20 Jeremy Johnson 

09/20 Jason Owens 

09/20 Michelle Howell 

09/20 Shirley Ross 

09/20 Stefanie Alther 

09/21 Jayson Towne 

09/21 Andrew Sell 

09/21 Darrin Finley 

09/21 Jeff Pepper 

09/21 Logan Miller 

09/21 Patrick Mruz 

09/21 Jesse Jenson 

09/22 Brooklyn Schram 

09/22 Trevor Brockhaus 

09/23 Robert Maxwell 

09/23 Don Monzingo 

09/23 Raquelle Taylor 

09/23 Calvin Mitchell 

09/23 Andrew Swanson 

09/24 Zachary Schmidt 

09/24 Andrew Cutinella 

09/24 Eric Wells 

09/24 Rosemary Washock 

09/24 Thomas Lansman 

09/25 Joseph Towne 

09/25 Kimberly Smith 

09/25 Don Hansen 

09/25 David Madden 

09/25 Nen Wuor 

09/26 Kermit Erickson 

09/26 Cameron Duerk 

09/26 Gary Muhle 

09/27 Mike Anderson 

09/27 Phillip Nichols 

09/27 Kayla Blackwell 

09/27 Brandon Schaaf 

09/27 Kelsey Allen 

09/28 Zach Rippe 

09/28 Luke Mallatt 

09/29 Marissa Pepper 

09/29 Elijah Eona 

09/29 Michaela Anderson 

09/29 Andrew Gaule 

09/29 Richard Harmon 

09/29 Mike Koval 

09/29 Kristin Klaman 

09/30 Sharon Teixeira 

09/30 Brad Mears 

09/30 Zachary Triggs 

09/30 James Duerk 

09/08 August Leaders 

09/08 Cordelin Bewley 

09/08 Jadyn Kowalski 

09/09 Sharon Poindexter 

09/09 Lorna Cassell 

09/09 Laura Swanson 

09/09 Andrew Brandt 

09/09 Mackenzie Durbin 

09/10 Dena Eona 

09/10 Meghan Taylor 

09/10 Avalyanne Sprague 

09/10 Andrea Nelson 

09/10 Warren Woerner 

09/10 Adrianna Jones 

09/11 Morgan Mahr 

09/12 Keri Davis 

09/12 Keith Joyce 

09/12 Roger Sievert 

09/12 Jack Blasey 

09/12 Albert Dinkins 

09/13 Ethan Stankus 

09/13 Wayne Nicholson 

09/13 Amanda Holtzen 

09/13 Terry Morgan 

09/13 Christina Lichtenfeld 

09/14 Noah McGovern 

09/14 Margaret Bruch 

09/14 Julie Talty 

09/14 Gary Baumert 

09/14 Peggy Speer 

09/14 Jake Albanez 

09/14 Jennifer Clark 

09/14 Edwin Heidenescher 

09/14 Katherine Smith 

09/14 Melissa Williams 

09/14 Tucker Curry 

09/14 Edward Hanline 

09/15 Jodi Parrack 

09/15 Kacie Rice 

09/15 Stephanie Toelle 

09/16 Alex Heiden 

09/16 Linda Christensen 

09/16 John Hagen 

09/16 Ann Thrasher 

09/16 Christina Miles 

09/17 Mark Brown 

09/17 Mitchell Scanlan 

09/17 James Mahr 

09/17 Joscelyn Ragone 

09/17 Joan Jenkner 

09/17 Michael Wood 

09/18 Philip Cleghorn 

09/18 Daniel Harlow 

09/18 Judd Bessey 

09/18 Madelynn Schaaf 

09/18 Alex Koth 

09/18 Patrick Budin 

09/18 Christian Jenson 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
09/01 Sara Carlson 

09/01 Rodney Green 

09/01 Pat Franklin 

09/01 Fred Hanna 

09/01 Brenna Boyd 

09/01 Edward Armstrong 

09/01 Tracy Gramps 

09/01 Mariah Robinette 

09/02 Asher Hoogeveen 

09/02 Moriah Witkop 

09/02 Jean Duros 

09/02 Allison Schenck 

09/02 Parker Kauk 

09/03 Larry Fox 

09/03 Christine Anderson 

09/03 Erik Hansen 

09/03 Aiden Shimonek 

09/03 Luke Shimonek 

09/03 Quinn Shimonek 

09/03 Nancy Blackwell 

09/03 Jacob Reichardt 

09/03 Bruce Kotila 

09/04 Nicole Kulper 

09/04 Seth Haer 

09/04 Starla Lutterman 

09/04 Aubree Gould 

09/04 Ashlynn Gould 

09/04 Luke Belford 

09/04 Anne Blasey 

09/04 Lila Thompson 

09/04 Caleb Kraeger 

09/04 Logan Harre 

09/05 Molly Woodworth 

09/05 Sheri Schnitker 

09/05 Sarrah Dreessen 

09/05 Cheryl Dick 

09/05 Nicole Clark 

09/06 Karen Kerstetter 

09/06 Ashleigh Pitts 

09/06 Terry Bunas 

09/06 Kelsey Holo 

09/06 Carmen Carlson 

09/06 Nona James 

09/06 Julie Copeland 

09/06 Jeremiah Bowen 

09/06 Jamie Janousek 

09/07 Andrew Jorgensen 

09/07 Richard Koeppen 

09/07 Jeff Kunkle 

09/07 Philip Dunn 

09/07 Neil Stoessel 

09/07 James Nichols 

09/07 Jocelyn Allen 

09/08 Sharon VanOrman 

09/08 Brandi Filip 

09/08 Meagan Summerfield 

09/08 David Buechler 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
09/06/1958 Edwin & Audrey Heidenescher 

09/07/1958 Dave & Lila Thompson 

09/12/1959 Ray & Jane Lewis 

09/05/1964 Daniel & Kathleen Peterson 

09/19/1964 Dennis & Diane Schumacher 

09/26/1970 Raymond & Lynn Pollard 

09/26/1975 Greg & Rose Ventura 

09/09/1978 Mike & Nona James 

09/21/1979 Marilyn & Marty McLaughlin 

09/25/1982 Russ & Deb Brandt 

09/10/1983 Dan & Karen Lucis 

09/17/1983 Terry & Bonnie Severson 

09/15/1984 David & Ronda Holtzen 

09/08/1985 Scott & Sherry Kalk 

09/21/1985 Dirk & Chrys Frey 

09/26/1986 Randy & Rhonda Norman 

09/26/1987 Sterlin & Nancy Blackwell 

09/07/1991 Keith & Jacqui Joyce 

09/12/1992 Philip & Nicole Cleghorn 

09/04/1993 Kevin & Jenni Schliesman 

09/04/1993 Robert & Elizabeth Jensen 

09/25/1993 Rob & Janine Wegner 

09/16/1994 Paul & Kim Stroberg 

09/12/1996 Cory & Kim Adams 

09/06/1997 Brad & Ann Thrasher 

09/05/1998 James & Julie Nichols 

09/12/1998 Alex & Tina Serwatowski 

09/19/1998 Craig & Stephanie Patzer 

09/26/1998 Tim & Merri Melvin 

09/11/1999 Tim & Vicky Grafelman 

09/19/1999 Dave & Dawn Dramse 

09/16/2000 Ron & Grace Overby 

09/01/2001 Jeremy & Abby Tipton 

09/01/2001  Michael & Tammy Wilkins 

09/01/2001 Matt & Jana Koth 

09/06/2003 Dan & Sarah  Kauk 

09/13/2005 Bill & Marna Raymond 

09/02/2006 Ryan &  Lacey Ruhge 

09/01/2007 Shawna & Paul Biodrowski 

09/18/2009 Andy & Heather Swanson 

09/26/2009 Matt & Amanda Tritsch 

09/04/2010 Robert & Joan Jenkner 

09/10/2010 Keith & Gina Neemann 

09/29/2012 Jon & Jennifer Pestel 

09/30/2012 Robert & Liz Hamilton 



 

 

The October 

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  

September 18 
 

 

 

 

For Care 

Ministry 

Assistance . . 

During Church 

Office Hours: 

Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 

Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice 
mail number 402.292.7633 and 
leave a message. Rhonda Rupert, 
Care Ministry Coordinator 
will  contact you. 

ARE YOU IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
VISIT OUR NEW! PRAYER  
REQUESTS LINK ON T!LC  

WEBSITE 
 

You can now submit prayer requests to the     
T!LC Prayer Team through the website at: 
www.thanks-giving.org, on the homepage     
under Daily Links/Prayer Requests. 

GODS PEACE AND COMFORT 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

Sept 2 - Jr. High Student Parent Meeting 

Sept 3 - Sunday School volunteer training 

Sept 9 - Awana Begins 

Sept 12 - Saturday Night Kidz Church begins 

Sept 13 - Sunday School begins (all kids & Youth) 

Sept 13 - D-Team Kick off 

Sept 13 - Club 56 Paintball 

Sept 14 - Financial Peace University begins 

Sept 20 - Church picnic 

Sept 27 - Adult Education begins (210 project) 

Sept 27 - Kindergarten Faith Milestone class 

Sept 27 - Club 56 - TP the Neighborhood 

Sept 27 - Jr. High Paintball  

• Donna & Denny Gilbert and family 

in the death of Denny’s sister,    

Nancy Jones, on July 5, 2015. 

• Shawna & PJ Biodrowski and    

family in the death of PJ’s sister, 

Rachel, on July 12, 2015 

• Sara & Adam Fjell and family in 

the death of Adam’s mother,    

Diane Fjell, on August 15, 2015. 

• Karen Moser in the death of her 

husband Dick, on August 15, 2015 

• Brother-in-law of Dale & Laurie 

Piper in the death of his brother 

on August 20, 2015. 

• Jan Bjorkman in the death of her 

son. 

BIRTHS 

Nala Marie Abigail Mehlhorn on 

August 16, 2015.  Proud   parents 

are Lynn & Alan Mehlhorn.  Grand-

mother is Gwen Cornelius. 

Gabriel Schwendtner on August 

17, 2015.  Proud parents are     

Jeannie & David Schwendtner. 

Proud Grandparents are Carol    

Umberger and Tom Schwendtner. 

Ella Holo on Agusut 10, 2015.  

Proud parents are Erik & Melissa 

Holo.  Proud Grandmother Carrie 

Holo. BAPTISMS 

Hannah Michelle Newton 

daughter of Danielle Newton.  

Sponsor is     Rhonda Rupert  

Danielle Newton.  Sponsor is 

Rhonda Rupert 

WEDDINGS 

Natalie Strohmyer and Benjamin 

Wichelt on August 7, 2015.  Natalie is 

the   daughter of Lisa & Jeff 

Strohmyer. 

Laura Himler and Derek Popp on Au-

gust 22, 2015.  Laura is the daughter of 

Mark & Carla Himler. 

Nicole Vaverek and Brett Engelbart on 

August 29, 2015. Brett is the son of 

Pam and Kirk Engelbart. 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: sara.zivny@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
September through May….. 

∗ Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

∗ Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 

∗ Youth Sunday School  9:30am 

∗ Adult Sunday School 9:30am 

∗ Wednesday Night Awana (PreK—6th grade) 

∗ Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

∗ Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

T!LC STAFF 
Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 

   Rev. Bruce L. Kotila, Pastor of Discipleship Training 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 

Office Manager   Sara Zivny 

Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 

RTF Ministry Director  Lisa  Zaloudek 

Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Children’s Ministry Director  

Kidz Church Leaders  Richard Zolnowski/Traci Johnson 

Awana Director   Lisa Sager, Meagan Cinfel 

Student Ministry Director  Pastor David Witkop 

Student Ministry Admin Asst. Kelly Marz 

Nursery Director   Bonnie Carpenter 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 
 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 

 

 

OUR IDENTITY STATEMENT 
We are followers of Christ who aspire to Be Like Jesus in every way, living life Up, In and Out! 
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