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I grew up on a farm in a small town in Ohio with my 3 sisters.  I clearly remember 

our Sunday mornings.  We would put on our patent leather shoes and get 
dressed up  in our Sunday dresses my Mom had made for us. The ladies in church 
thought it was so cute that the four of us wore matching dresses. Going to 
church and participating in church activities were important to my parents.  As 

we got older, I remember my dad saying to us: “if you plan on going out on a 
Saturday night, make sure you plan on getting up in the morning for church. 
 

I feel fortunate to have grown up in a Christian home.   As a child, I accepted 
the teachings about God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit....it is what we were 
taught.  We had memorable times growing up in our church with the Christmas 

plays, potlucks, and youth groups events. I taught Sunday school and helped with vacation bible 

school. I was the President of our youth group and loved  planning events for our group. We had an 
amazing church family.   
  

In November of 1978, I was blessed to have experienced the Holy Spirit. The proper words escape me 
as I attempt to explain this to you.  There were two back to back evenings when I had this                
occurrence.  I was sound asleep when I was awakened by a most incredible, brilliant light.  Not a light 
that would fill a room and wake my husband.  It is like when you watch a sunrise;  if you close your 

eyes you can still see the brightness.  This light filled me up and I was overwhelmed with the deep love 
that Jesus has for me; although it was too great for me to comprehend. The following days, this        
feeling lingered within me. I was very calm and had a deep peacefulness inside me. My                      

understanding of why God gave me this experience for two days was so I would recognize this as    
reality and not just as a dream.  On the second night, I was given a message. A close family member 
knew of God but I didn’t feel they really "knew" God. My assignment was to help them to know God 
better.  At that level of my Christian maturity, I knew one way was to try to love this person with the  

same love Jesus has for us.  I know God used me to help this person grow in Christ, but I feel what      
really came out of this experience is that I grew in my faith.  From that point forward, I knew I had a 
mission to seek out and fulfill the purpose for which God has created me. 
  

Being in the military, I knew there were times when I might be deployed and not allowed to take my 
bible with me.  So with the Holy Spirit’s prompting, I began to MEMORIZE scripture.  As it turned out, 
memorized scripture has come in handy during numerous times in my life.  When I can’t fall back to 

sleep at night I begin to run the bible verses thru my head or when I am facing a difficult time a       
particular verse will come to my mind.   
 

Soon the Holy Spirit lead me to set my alarm clock an hour earlier and began to STUDY the bible daily 
and PRAY.  Now I look forward to my quite time with God and can’t imagine beginning my day      
without coffee with God.  Communication is a two-way street.  So when I pray I also try to quite my 
heart and listen for the Holy Spirit to speak to me. I try to live to please the Spirit. 

T!LC Pastors, my husband, Brian, Thankski, Thankscycle, REACH have all helped me grow in 
Christ.  Thank you.  I love spending time with my Christian family and pray I will recognize opportunities 
to be an example to others of the same love Jesus Christ has for me.  He has enriched my life beyond 
my expectations! 



 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

Dear Friends 

 
A Special Meeting of the Congregation has been called for Sunday, November 1, 2015, at 12:30 pm.  

• The purpose of the meeting is to approve expenditures up to $202,000 to repair damages to the 

retaining wall on the south side of the South Campus Building.  
 

The 2015 Nominating Committee will begin meeting this month. We will be seeking names of          
potential candidates to serve a three-year term on the Congregation Council, and also names of 

potential candidates to serve a one-year term on the 2016 Nominating Committee. We are looking 
for people who love and follow the Lord and who love T!LC. In addition, we are looking for             
individuals for the Congregation Council who have an interest in and gifting for Spirit led strategic 

planning. You may pass your own name or the names of other persons to the 2015 Nominating 
Committee; Mike Dunn, Laurie Piper, Dave Madden and Pastor Glenn. 

 
Vision Sunday November 8 – Join us in worship the weekend of November 8 as I share our            
Congregation Council’s exciting and challenging vision for T!LC’s ministry in 2016. The vision is based 

on the Strategic Goals which came from the Church Assessment Tool (CAT) which we took last June.  
 

Stewardship Consecration Sunday November 15 – During worship services the weekend of             
November 15, the congregation will be invited to bring forward our 2016 Estimate of Giving Cards. 
These are not pledge cards, but rather our prayerful estimates of our own household’s giving to the 

Lord’s ministry through T!LC in 2016. These are cards are extremely helpful to us in planning our       
ministry for the coming year. Since there are significant expenses associated with the 2016 vision, it is 
heartwarming to remember that a significant number of people who took the CAT survey said that 

they plan to increase their giving to T!LC’s ministry this next year. I ask that you join me in praying to 
discern what the Lord wants each of us to contribute to his kingdom work in 2016.  

 
Pastor Glenn Harless 



 

 

T!LC Congregational Feedback/Impressions 

Regarding Prayers for GLS/New Things 

October 4, 2015 
 
Is this God’s vision and plan?  What are you hearing from God regarding this vision? (What is God 

saying?) 

• Believe this is God’s vision, God’s plan *** 

• Part of plan that God is using to gather the fullness of the Gentiles into His Kingdom. 
• Way to impact next generations for God that they may experience God and see relevance to 

their lives*** 
• Seen God use for healing and freedom 
• Body of Christ being built up together.  Building Up - piece by piece.  Huge Presence of Christ 

• Basecamp - T!LC: mode to be in unity, tethered together to go up to Higher Ground ** 
• Breaks chains & denominational boundaries 

• Opens doors to other churches & denominations as well as individuals 
• Way to help meet needs of smaller communities of believers, various denominations, people with 

a hunger for MORE. 

• Bless many churches** 
• Opens way to use gifts in unison for God’s Kingdom 
• Way to receive training so we can share with others 

• Up and reaching OUT 
• Reach out * 

• Water - ripple effect 
• Flows out and covers area - over a valley 
• River - flowing - spreads out.  Spreads Good News.  Refreshes. Reaches out. Fills cracks 

• Transformation of hearts 
• Spread God’s love ** 

• Expresses reign & rule of Christ 
• John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of 

the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

What are the impressions regarding moving forward with this vision for 2016? (What is God asking us 

to do?) 

• Peace * 
• Excitement ** 

• Grand Adventure *** 
• Natural progression of things 
• Time of fulfillment of preparation over many years 

• Trust like Abraham 
• Challenges but God will direct steps ** 

• White water - not always easy, Takes a team 
• New - ‘Outside the box’ can be dangerous but because there is authentic Godly leadership feel 

at peace about moving forward 

• Desire for our (T!LC) vision to be God’s Vision, God’s plan ** 
• T!LC Outreach vision - fits with God’s Living Stones vision 

• Way to live out 
• Represent Christ ** Representation 
 

* Denotes multiple people sharing same impressions 



 

 

T!LC & GLS Crafted Prayer 

From Congregational Discernment 

October 2015 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
At the October 15th meeting of the Congregation Council, the Council unanimously voted to          

approve the ministry plan for God’s Living Stones, the new ministry which T!LC is helping to launch 
and bless, and which Pastor Bruce will lead beginning in January 2016. The feedback from our      

congregation was very positive and is captured in the document below which contains words, 
phrases, and impressions from individuals in the congregation who shared with us what they felt they 
were hearing from God regarding this matter. The second document,  T!LC and GLS (God’s Living 

Stones) Crafted Prayer, is a prayer which has been crafted from the responses in the first document, 
and which we are  inviting one another to pray together as we seek to follow what we have          

discerned corporately to be his will and plans for the new ministry.  
 
Heavenly Father,  
 

Thank You for all the ways that You speak to your children.  We believe that You have called T!LC to 
help start and bless a new ministry called God’s Living Stones and that You have called Pastor Bruce 

to lead it.  We are excited You have invited us to participate in this grand adventure to bring about 
the new thing You are doing in the earth as You gather all You have called into the fullness of Your 

Kingdom.  We submit ourselves to Your rule and reign Lord Jesus and ask You to guide us. 
 

Lord, we know that stepping out into the unknown can be challenging, even dangerous, but we are 

at Peace because we feel Your Presence with us.   Thank You for raising up trustworthy, authentic 
leaders and for all the ways You have been preparing and equipping us for such a time as this.  
Give us faith like Abraham to trust You to direct our steps through every challenge that may come.  

Protect us from the evil one and empower us with Your Holy Spirit to stand in authority and power as 
Your Kingdom Representatives.  Tether us together as One in Christ that we may work together in 

unity to navigate through any rough waters.   
 

May Your Holy Presence dwell among us and lead us up the narrow path to higher ground and a 

firm foundation.  We are in awe of Your Glory and praise You for the healing, freedom, and           
transformation we have already seen and experienced.  Stir up in us an even greater hunger for 
more of You.  Give us new hearts that are tender and aligned with Your Heart, Abba.  Transform us 

from glory to glory.  Establish a holy basecamp from which we can reach out to share our blessings 
with other people, churches, and communities of believers that they may also be better equipped 

to share the healing and freedom that You desire for Your people.  May we leave a legacy of      
blessings that ripples through the next generations. 
 

Break the chains and denominational boundaries that have separated Your people.  Fill us with Your 
Spirit of Grace and Truth and fit us together, piece-by-piece, that we may be built up into Your      
Living Stones.  Give us the mind of Christ that we would use the gifts You have given us in perfect    

unity to fulfill Your good plans and purposes.  Fill us with Your Resurrection Life that streams of living 
water may flow out from us and spread the Good News across the land, filling in all the cracks, and 

bringing refreshment and new life.   
 

We thank You that You are Jehovah Jireh, the God who provides all we need and multiplies our     

offerings.  We thank You, Jesus, that you open doors that no one can shut.  Give us eyes to see 
those doors with perfect clarity.  Remove the obstacles that stand in the way.  Strengthen us with 

Your Joy and make us strong and courageous that we may walk through the doors You set before 
us.   Bring us to complete unity that the world may know Jesus and Your Great Love for us all.  In     
Jesus name we pray.  Amen 



 

 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org 

“Staying the Course” 

Is the name of our 2-year capital 

campaign that began the weekend 

of May 4, 2014. Like our former     

capital campaign, the goal of     

Staying the Course will be debt     

reduction as we continue to retire 

the mortgage on the Family Life 

Center.  Estimates of giving received 

were; 102 estimates of giving for 

$249,074 over a 2-year period.       

Actual contributions received 

through September 2015 were 

$272,552.28 or 109.4% of the esti-

mates of giving. Additional principal 

payments from the Pathway to Free-

dom campaign and Staying the 

Course campaign (May 2012 -      

September 2015) now total 

$686,537.36 and has saved            

approximately $500,938 in interest 

payments over the loan period and 

effectively reduces the loan period 

by sixteen years and eleven months.  

We will continue to make regular  

additional principal payments from 

the Staying the Course capital     

campaign as they are received.   
 

Heritage Sanctuary Rejuvenation 

We are excited about the response 

t o  the  Her i tage Sanct uary              

Rejuvenation project. Special        

Heritage Sanctuary Rejuvenation 

envelopes are available at the     

Welcome Center and on the         

Heritage Sanctuary reading rack for 

your contributions to this project or 

you may write “Heritage Sanctuary” 

on the memo line of your check and 

place it in the weekend offering. 

Please know that any size gift is     

welcomed! If you have any          

questions please feel free to contact 

members of the task force. 
 

2016 Stewardship Campaign 

November is a time when we turn 

our emphasis to communicating the 

future vision for T!LC and what       

resources will be necessary to 

achieve that vision.  October 25th the 

Strategic Planning Committee will 

present their final report to the     

congregation. This strategic plan will 

be the foundation for vision        

weekend November 7th and 8th.  In 

addition, on November 14th and 15th 

we will all be invited to bring forward 

our Estimate of Giving Cards, asking 

the Lord to bless our intentions for our 

financial support to the Lord’s work 

through our congregation for 2016.  

 

Set aside time to be in earnest pray-

er as we begin to discern how God is 

calling us to manage our gifts of 

time, talent and finances.  Consider 

stepping out in faith and increasing 

your contributions by 1% of your 

household income and if you are 

already tithing (10% of your        

household income) consider        

stepping out in faith beyond the 

tithe. 
 

Simply Giving 

Did you know that T!LC has the     

ability to receive electronic funds 

transfers (EFT) through a program 

called Simply Giving?  Simply Giving 

is a safe and reliable electronic funds 

transfer program. To enroll go to our 

website (www.thanks-giving.org) 

and click on “Give” at the top right 

hand corner at the top of the home 

page. You can also contact our 

Simply Giving Coordinator, Harold 

Carlson for more information about 

the Simply Giving program. 
 

Automobile Donation Needed 

Do you or someone that you know, 

have a reliable automobile that 

could be donate to T!LC?  We      

continue to receive requests from 

famil ies in need of rel iable            

transportation.  Please contact     

Harold Carlson at the church office 

for more information. 

 

If you have any questions, comments 

or concerns please feel free to          

e-mail me or stop by my office.     

Line Item September September YTD YTD Line Item September September YTD YTD

Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 82,154.46 104,533.00 864,446.37 957,219.00 Facility/Operations 40,995.30 33,024.00 358,799.58 298,153.00

Non-pledged Giving 32,959.00 28,373.00 380,304.42 253,512.00 Ministry 78,798.15 41,522.00 397,584.98 391,669.00

Other Revenue 49,285.07 35,166.00 220,711.15 210,490.00 Personnel 80,816.39 81,768.00 733,569.49 739,804.00

Ministry Challenge 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 24,492.11 0.00

Total Income 164,398.53 168,072.00 1,489,954.05 1,421,221.00 Total Expense 200,609.84 156,314.00 1,489,954.05 1,429,626.00

Income Expense

General Fund - September 2015

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church



 

 

How Thanksgiving Can Protect Us From Christmas 

When you think about it, Thanksgiving can protect us from Christmas. Let me explain… 

True thanksgiving comes from a spirit of gratitude toward God and contentment with what he has      

provided. Israel’s annual feasts provided times of remembering all that God had done and offering 

thanks to him. Similarly, Thanksgiving can be for us a season of remembering God for all he has done 

and expressing gratitude to him. Such gratitude both reflects and appeals to the mind and heart of 

God. 

Contrast this with what has become of Christmas, a season dominated by the pull of the culture.     

Christmas candy quickly fills the holes on store shelves left by Halloween. Stores open earlier and earlier 

on “Black Friday”, looking to attract shoppers with special deals on things we often don’t need.       

Commercials for expensive items like jewelry and automobiles fill the airwaves. None of those           

commercials ask the question, “Do you need this item?” Instead, they encourage us to feel unfulfilled 

without whatever they’re trying to sell us. 

Scripture teaches us a different outlook, one that can protect us from the pull of the culture. A spirit of 

thanksgiving flows through the Bible; here are just a few examples: 

“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through him.” — Colossians 3:17 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” — Philippians 4:6-7. 

“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being 

content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  I can 

do all this through him who gives me strength.” — Philippians 4:12-13. 

Contentment and gratitude can help us avoid the pull of the culture and recover the real meaning of 

Christmas. The more we tune ourselves in to the mind and heart of God by keeping a spirit of        

thanksgiving, the more we realize that the best gifts of Christmas don’t come from a store. 

T!LC Council Highlights (October 15th) 

• Dave Madden opened the meeting with prayer and Pastor David led the Council in a           

devotional. 

• Council supports and blesses God’s Living Stones Ministry that will be led by Pastor Bruce Kotila 

and pledged benevolence support of $60,000 per year for two years.  

• Pastor and coordinator reports were accepted as presented.   

• Carol Umberger appointed Council member at large to the Executive Committee replacing 

Mary Belford. 

• Cell tower proposal approved by Bellevue City Council 28-Sep-15. 

• South campus retaining wall repair proposal for $200,000 reviewed and special congregation 

meeting scheduled for 01-Nov-15 at 12:30 pm to seek approval. 

• Approved allocation of no more than $2,000 from the Ministry Challenge Fund to be applied 

to temporary Life Group Director position for the balance of 2015. 

• Continued discussion and discernment on a number of strategic plan initiatives. 

• Staffing plans 

• Vision & mission statements 

• New ministry launch and impact to pastoral staffing 

• Do we hire stewardship consultant for 2016 capital campaign   

• Approved council minutes posted on bulletin board in Heritage facility across from T!LC          

Library. 

• All Council meetings are open to the members of T!LC.  

• Council meetings are the third Thursday of the month and meet in the Heritage conference 

room. 



 

 

The women of T!LC are fortunate to share an evening of prayer, music, and fellowship.  Our Fifth    Annual 

“Advent by Candlelight” will be held in the Family Life Center on Tuesday, December 1, 2015 at 6:45pm.  We 

will be entertained by our Bell Choir, musicians and other vocalists.  There will also be readings from “Women of 

the Bible”.  Fruit and dessert trays are provided.  Most importantly, this will help ready your heart for the true 

reason for the Season.  You will leave knowing Christ is the reason we celebrate, not the shopping, gift giving, 

baking or parties – but Jesus.   Please join in our celebration. 

“But as for me, I watch in hope for the Lord,  

I wait For God my Savior, my God will hear me.” 

Micah 7:7 

Ladies of Thanksgiving: 

 When you hear about the   
upcoming  Advent By         

Candlelight evening, make 
your plans at once to attend. I 
was fortunate to attend the 

very first one several years ago 
and have been there every 

year.  It is a wonderful,          
inspirational way to begin 
preparations for the Advent 

and Christmas season.  I look 
forward to it with great anticipation each 
year.  It is a soothing atmosphere with beautifully 

decorated tables and delicious goodies and 
desserts!   Most important to me is the special 

program of Christian music and the participation 
in singing of the beloved seasonal hymns.  There 
is always a neat program which provides      

laughter and also the meaning of the Christmas 
story.  Many willing hands make this possible with 

a great deal of time and effort.  Especially        
important to me is seeing dear friends and the 
fellowship with them and meeting new 

friends.  On my way home I feel that I have been 
touched in many ways by my fellow Christian 

women of Thanksgiving.  The evening is a true 
blessing for me.  Plan to attend and receive that 
blessing, too.      

Marlene Schuttler  

The Advent by Candlelight event 

is such a wonderful way to start 
the Advent season! It is a relaxing 

evening with all the women of 
TLC. The festive atmosphere, time 
with friends, desserts and inspiring 

program really help me focus on 
the true reason for the season, 

Jesus!   Lisa Ferguson 

 

 

The Advent Candle Lighting  
Celebration is a fun time to 
gather with my sisters and       

prepare our hearts and minds 
for the Birth of Jesus. A time to 

quiet ourselves and reflect on 
the real meaning of Christmas. 
It has become a new        

Christmas tradition for me and 

my friends.    Kathy Onnen 

I have had the pleasure of enjoying Advent by Candlelight every year so far. It 

has been a true blessing to me and my guests, to prepare for the real reason 
for the season. Each year I host a      table and invite either women from the 

community, from my workplace, my life group or my    daughters and daugh-
ter-in law. The joy in each woman during the event and as they leave that 
night, was very evident in each one of them. As we all know it can be an ex-

tremely stressful time in a woman's life, between baking, shopping, decorating, 
and making Christmas special for everyone else, this has been the night that 

makes the season special for ME. It puts everything into perspective and I 
leave that night refreshed and ready to move on through December, putting 

Christ into Christmas! Thank you Diane, and the committee for continuing this tradition at T!LC.  

Sue Hoogeveen 



 

 

Christmas at Thanksgiving! 

Advent begins November 29th! 

Sunday, November 22—Decorate the church for Advent and Christmas; 12:15pm; Meet in the Mission Rm 

Come one come all! We will be setting up Christmas decorations on Sunday November 22nd    

directly following the 11am service. There will be a light lunch for those who help decorate. We will 

be setting up trees, hanging lights, setting up nativity scenes. It’s a great time to come together 

and help prepare the church for the Advent and Christmas season! 

Tuesday, December 1 - Women’s Advent by Candlelight; 6:45pm; Family Life Center 

The Holiday hustle and bustle is almost upon us.  Join other women in fellowship as we prepare 

our hearts with music and celebration for the true meaning of the Season - the coming of our 

Lord.  Hostesses can have tables of up 7 guests.   Please call early if you would like to host a     

table or attend.  Seating is by reservation only, through your hostess or Diane Heying.  Call Diane 

at 402-677-5509 or email her at   dianeheying@aol.com. 

December 19 & 20, Love Came Down at Christmas - T!LC Cantata; All Worship Services;  Family Life Center 

The cantata is called Love Came Down at Christmas. It is a beautiful cantata that combines 

original music with many of the familiar carols we all know and love. Whether you’re a         

seasoned pro or sing in the shower we would love to have you join us.  

Sunday, December 13—T!LC’s Annual Ring and Sing; 6:30pm-8:00pm—Heritage Sanctuary 

T!LC’s Joyful Noise Bell Choir invites you to join them for the 14th annual Ring and Sing. Bring the 

family to enjoy a concert of holiday music and sing along of traditional Christmas carols.  You 

can even try your hand at ringing along! (no experience required).  Stay for cookies afterwards!  

You are welcome to bring cookies to share, but it is not required! All extra cookies will be          

delivered to the military folks living at Offutt Air Force Base dorms. 

Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Services 

3pm - Family Service 
5pm - Contemporary Service 

7pm - Contemporary Service 
9pm - Traditional Service 
11pm - Traditional Service 

Child Care for children birth -3 years available during 3pm, 5pm & 7pm services. 

Saturday, December 5 - Bring the Hope of Christmas to North Omaha Children 
 

Like to wrap presents? Join us from 9 to noon at T!LC to help wrap the presents at our gift 

wrapping party.  Youth can earn service hours and this is a great family activity!! 
 

Thank you for bringing the love of Christmas to these North Omaha children.  Contact the     

T!LC office or Karen Harned at harnedco@hotmail.com if you have any questions. 

December 12 & 13; Believe Christmas Play - Dec. 12 @ 5:30pm; Dec 13 @ 9:30am & 11:00am 
 

 It’s ten days before Christmas, and 15-year-old Alex Norton is struggling.  He’s always 

loved Christmas, but the shine has left his favorite holiday.  He sees Christmas as nothing 

more than an over-hyped, greedy, present-grabbing time of year.  Where is the peace 

in this season that’s suppose to be all about the Prince of Peace?  Alex wants to        

believe in something...  but what?  

Sunday, December 6 - Sarpy Serenaders Concert; 3pm in the Family Life Center 

Join the Sarpy Serenaders Barbershop Chorus along with other local chorus’ and choirs.  T!LC’s      

Heritage Choir will also be performing. 



 

 

T!LC QUILTERS FOR CHRIST QUILT BLESSING FOR 

2015- October 24 &25 

♦ 267 Quilts were made by the quilting group this 

year 

♦ 183 Mission Quilts will be given to Lutheran 

World Relief* 

♦ 78  Baby Quilts were given to ESP & Lutheran 

Family services 

♦  6 Quilts were made & given to Camp Carol 

Joy Holling, Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible 

camps, Habitat for Humanity of Sarpy county 

and the Bellevue Senior Center. 

(*Lutheran World Relief distributes quilts to           

impoverished, displaced and distressed people 

around the world.) 

The T!LC Quilters deeply appreciate the donations 

we have received this year from the                 

congregation and from Thrivent Lutheran.  Please 

continue to remember our on-going mission! 

We invite anyone who is interested in quilting to 

join us on Thursday mornings at 9am in the mission 

room at T!LC.  If you can tie a knot & pin a       

binding, we need your help.  For questions,       

contact Karen Rowell at 402-291-2401 or                

kjpenguin@cox.net 

Quilters   Helpers 

Vickey Anderson Bob Belsaas    Phill Rowell 
Dee Belsaas  Linda Christensen 
Shannon Brooks Carol Cisar  

Nancy Carlson Ambrose Heying 
Gwen Cornelius Roger Johnson 

Alberta Fleming Harold Carlson 
Michelle Clayton Don Hansen 
Liz Hamilton  Bob Hamilton  

Lois Hansen  John Taylor 
Bonnie Kral  Everett Wrage 
Tami Maxwell   Boy Scout Troop 231 

Sarah Morrison Men’s Thursday AM Bible study 
Cynthia Maynard 

Jan Paulson 
Penny McCain 
Laurie Piper 

Karen Rowell 
Sherry Snook 

Ethel Urbain 
Martha West 
Gail White 

Doris Wrage 
Juliane Wiek 

You Can Bring the Hope of Christmas to North Omaha Children 
 

Every year, over 300 children and their families seek out the Lutheran Family Services 

North Omaha Center for Healthy Families. Once a week, twice a week. Sometimes just 

to seek encouragement.  At the Center, these highly-stressed families with young chil-

dren find a community to support them and they find the tools they need to break 

generational cycles of child abuse and poverty.  Through education and assistance, 

parents find support to rewrite a better future for their children.  Through an incentive 

program that rewards positive parenting decisions, moms and dads are able to pur-

chase the items necessary to raise a child.  Critical items, like diapers, shoes or winter 

coats. 
 

For the fifth year T!LC is hosting “Christmas in North O” to partner with the North Omaha Center and help 

these families write a better future.  These families are determined to change their lives, but too often they 

can’t afford to provide the basic necessities for their children, let alone provide a Christmas gift.  This is where 

we step in.  By providing Christmas gifts, we help these families create happy, healthy family experiences, 

which are a key part of breaking the cycle of poverty.  The Center expects 212 infant to five-year olds for their 

Christmas party at Hope Skate Center on December 11th.  Here’s all you need to do to help make sure each 

child has a Christmas gift to open at the party: 

1. Take gift tags off the tree in the T!LC lobby.  

2. Purchase a gift as noted on the tag.  Please get an extra receipt – not a gift receipt - for the gift – this will 

allow Thrivent Financial to provide matching funds to offset costs for the Center’s Christmas party. 

3. Attach the gift tag and receipt to the gift and put it in the lobby drop box by Friday, December 4th.  
 

Like to wrap presents? Join us on Saturday, December 5th from 9 to noon at T!LC to help wrap the presents at 

our gift wrapping party.  Youth can earn service hours and this is a great family activity!! 
 

Thank you for bringing the love of Christmas to these North Omaha children.  Contact the T!LC office or Karen 

Harned at harnedco@hotmail.com if you have any questions. 

Below are the names of our quilters;  those who 

helped by setting up each week; those who 

helped pack the quilts for shipping and those who 

made special contributions of quilting materials. 



 

 

T!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care Ministry    

Providing Care Ministry for the Whole Person 

Spirit~ Soul ~ and Body 

Thanksgiving! Basket Outreach 
It is fall already and the leaves are beginning to drop from the trees, the air is 
cooling down, and it is that time of the year when we begin to think of     

Thanksgiving and Christmas. Oh, my!  This will be our fifth year that we as the 
family at Thanksgiving come together and provide Thanksgiving meals for   

families in our community.   
 

Last year T!LC’s Thanksgiving! Basket Outreach was able to provide over one 

hundred families with a “basket” full of all the goodies to prepare a        
Thanksgiving meal for their family. Several individuals, families and youth 
groups came together to support this outreach in one way or another. Thank 

you to everyone for all the different ways you generously assisted with this    
outreach. Some were able to support the outreach financially; others supplied the hams, potatoes, 

fruits, green beans, pies and cool whip; others gathered up the boxes which were used to pack the 
meals; a team of people packed the boxes and several people then delivered the Thanksgiving 
“baskets” to families in our community.  
 

We have begun gathering food items for the baskets.  Look for our table near the Welcome Center 
each weekend in November prior to Thanksgiving. If you would like to help with this outreach, or 

have any questions please call Rhonda Rupert, Care Ministry Coordinator at 402-292-2695 or email 
me @ rhonda.rupert@thanks-giving.org. 
 

You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 2 Corinthians 9:11 

T!LC Blood Drive 

Please plan to donate blood on Monday, Nov. 23rd from 2-7pm in the T!LC lobby.  The 

American Red Cross does not need blood, PATIENTS DO! 

 

Nation wide, a hospital patient need blood every 2 seconds.  So please go online and schedule 
your appointment at redcrossblood.org with donor code thanksgivinglutheranbellevue.  Questions? 

Contact Shari at 402-339-8226. 

Hope and Healing Mental Health Seminar  

Youth and Adolescents 

Lifespring Church; November 7, 2015 from 9:00am-1:00pm 

Free and Open to the Public 

 

Speakers include: Mary Widdifield, author of “Behind the Wall” 

   Rev. Brad Hoefs, founder of Fresh Hope support groups 

   Trevor Simpson, Counseling and Youth and Family Ministry 

   Sara Voss, LFS Director of Children’s Behavioral Health Programs 
 

Contact Nancy Blackwell at freshhopebellevue@gmail.com 



 

 

Children’s Ministry Newsletter 

2015 

Connie	Barnhart													childmin@thanks-giving.org										402-292-2695	 

FAITH MILESTONES 

We are excited to invite you to the “Digging Into Devotions” session designed 

specifically for fourth grade students and their parents/guardians. Some of you 
may have grown up in an environment where devotions are a daily part of 

your individual and family life. Others may have never heard of devotions. 
Whatever the case, this will be an opportunity for you to: 

 
• learn (more) about devotions. 

• learn (more) about how to use devotionals individually and with your family. 

• understand the importance of using devotionals to build a foundation of faith within yourself and 

your family. 
• understand that the use of devotions is a way of expressing your devotion to God. 

• stir up a desire to spend more time in God’s Word and reflective prayer. 
 

Class will be held on Sunday November 15 at 11:00am in the Lower Level of the church. 

Register online at  http://www.thanks-giving.org/faith-milestones/ 

In the wonderful world of Sunday school we often use one of God’s gifts, our 

“imagination”.  Recently we were learning about how d protected baby      
Moses go and how he also protects us.  During our large group teaching, 

praise and worship time we “imagined” what that Bible story looked like.  In the 
large gathering room we had the Nile River (a kiddy pool 
filled with water) that was surrounded by tall reed plants 

(cut green tag board).  The key people were also       
there- Miriam and the Egyptian Princess (played by       

Sunday school children) as well as baby Moses in a basket 
(small plastic baby glued in a Styrofoam bowl-it was a 
painless procedure). The children acted out the story and 

all could see Baby Moses floating down the Nile to the 
Egyptian Princess. We all had great fun and it was amazing to see our students 
so actively involved in the lesson.  

 
Kingdom Kids Outreach-The Open Door Mission is in need of hats, gloves and mittens.  We invite all 

the Sunday school children to bring new hats, gloves and mittens to Sunday school.   

SonShine Place Nursery is hiring!  If you love to play with children up to 3 years of age and/or cuddle 

babies and can work Tuesday mornings, Wednesday evenings and during worship services on       
Sunday, then please pick up an application at the nursery!  We are looking for people who are 

available during church related events that require the nursery to be open and also available for 
Saturday night worship service and Sunday worship services.   If you have any questions please     
contact the Nursery Director, Bonnie Carpenter, at 402-292-2695, Ext 403 or                                                

Bonnie.Carpenter@thanks-giving.org.  



 

 



 

 

www.thanks-giving.org 

November 2015November 2015November 2015November 2015    

For 5th and 6th Grade Students! For 7th and 8th Grade Students! For 9th—12th Grade Students! 

          Molly Miller                  Gary Olson & Molly Miller   Jon Miller & Molly Miller 

molly.miller@thanks-giving.org        gary.olson@thanks-giving.org             jon.miller@thanks-giving.org 

Hello! 

My name is Taylor McLaughlin, I am married to Matthew McLaughlin and attend Nebraska Christian 

College. My husband and I are from the Nebraska City area and recently married in June. We are 

also very excited to announce that we are expecting our first child this March!  I began interning at 

Thanksgiving! in September, and my husband helps out with the tech booth and with Awana. I work 

closely with Molly Miller on Wednesdays and Sundays with Jr. and Sr. High students. Both my hus-

band and I are very excited to be a part of your church and we look forward to learning and grow-

ing alongside all of you! 

November 15; 2:00pm-4:00pm; Service Event; meet at the youth room  

November 29; No Sunday School; Happy Thanksgiving!  

December 6; 2:00pm-4:00pm; Christmas Party; Youth Room  

December 20; No Sunday School; Enjoy the Cantata  

December 27; No Sunday School; Merry Christmas!  

Save the Date! April 29-May 1 Recharge/Retreat at Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp  

November 22; 1:00pm-when they are all delivered, Thanksgiving Basket Delivery; Meet in the lobby  

November 25; No Jr. High Live!; Happy Thanksgiving!  

November 29; No Sunday School; Happy Thanksgiving!  

December 13; 2:00pm-4:00pm; Christmas Party; Youth Room  

December 20; No Sunday School; Enjoy the Cantata  

December 27; No Sunday School; Merry Christmas!  

November 29; No HSM; Happy Thanksgiving!  

November 9; No Sunday School; Happy Thanksgiving!  

December 13; 6:00pm-8:00pm; Christmas Party; Youth Room   

December 20; No Sunday School; Enjoy the Cantata  

December 27; No Sunday School; Merry Christmas!  



 

 

How you help your kids build Sticky Faith by showing your own 
“Mom, you’re not working out much anymore. You used to work out lots, but I haven’t seen you work out 
in a month."  If you had heard my nine year-old’s tone of voice, you’d realize it wasn’t really an             

accusation. More of an observation. 
But actually, her observation wasn’t accurate. I was doing my workout DVDs (my favorite way to 
squeeze a workout into my mornings) just as much as always. But I had changed locations. Instead of    

doing them in our family room, I was gravitating to the back of the house as my workout space. 
I was still working out, but my daughter never saw me do it. 

Yesterday I spoke with a young woman in her twenties who has drifted from the faith. Once an active 
member of her high school youth group, she never found a church or college parachurch ministry that 
fit. One decision led to another and she is now pregnant. Her picture of motherhood had always           

involved a husband and a supportive community. The good news is she has the latter, but she’s about to 
give birth to a daughter and she’s missing the former. 
I asked her how her parents and her congregation had responded well to her journey, as well as what 

she wished they had done differently. One description of her dad and step-mom haunted me. Natalie 
shared with me, “Our family always attended church, but I never saw my dad or step-mom pray or read 
the Bible on their own.” 

One of the themes in our research for The Sticky Faith Guide for Your Family book and Sticky Faith Family 
Training film curriculum is that our kids mirror who we are and what we do. More accurately, our kids    
mirror what they see us doing.   

As a parent, that’s both encouraging and terrifying. 

Now let me try to throw a little more encouragement in your direction. As we interviewed parents who 
had intentionally developed long-term faith in their kids, they clearly made the cultivation of their faith a 
priority. But there were no universal steps these parents took to make that goal a reality. Each parent 

found his or her own unique way to stay connected with Jesus. 

Some liked to sit and journal; others liked to walk and pray. 

Some preferred to read Scripture in the morning; others who were anything but “morning people” 
carved out time before bed. 
Some needed quiet; others preferred worship music or even the background music of family life at 

home. 
As you dive into new back-to-school routines, how are you going to visibly demonstrate your              
commitment to Christ to your kids in a way that fits you?  

Note 2 key words in the question above: “visibly demonstrate.” 

Taking our research to heart, this summer I’ve rearranged my morning routine. I am a morning person (if 

you’ve received a 5:12 am time-stamped email from me, you have evidence of this). Before our            
research, I preferred to spend my time with the Lord first, workout second, and dive into email third. That 
way I could pray and journal before my kids woke up. 

But that meant my kids never saw me. 
Now some days I spend time with the Lord first thing (which is still my favorite time); other days I wait until 

my kids are up and I sit on the blue couch in our living room so they can see me when they pass by. My 
time is a bit less focused, but I’m choosing to visibly demonstrate my commitment to time with Jesus to 
my kids. Even if I do get interrupted and asked about the carpool schedule for the day. 

My husband has an hour commute, so he often prays in the car. Thanks to our research, he’s talking 

more about what he’s praying about. That way, even if our kids don’t see him, they hear him talk about 

his prayer life. 
For both Dave and me, these changes took us no extra time but increase the probability that our kids will 
have long-term faith. 

Based on our research, I can’t help but wonder two questions: 

1. How are we as parents showing our kids our faith? 
What small tweaks could we make in our schedule, or our conversations with our kids, that would give 

them better glimpses into how Jesus has changed our life? 

How else do you try to show your kids your faith? 

- See more at: http://stickyfaith.org/blog/showing-your-own#sthash.1MGzkFQj.dpuf 



 

 

It’s November and here we are again having set our clocks back for another year and 

fast approaching the Holiday season.  
 

The library could still use additional Thanksgiving as well as Advent books so if you have any that 
you are willing to donate and share with other members of the congregation, please drop them off 
in the donation box in the library.   

 
The book cart this month is featuring the Christmas season. Why not start a new tradition that can 

be passed down? Take time to read one book, dividing it into one chapter a night or one with 
Christmas short stories that can be read each night. Whatever fits into your schedule will help to 
keep Christ in Christmas and enrich your children’s lives. More of the holiday spirit can be found 

through books, CD’s, VHS and DVD’s in the library. 
 
On the Book Cart this month you will find:   

 

Silent Night by Mary Higgins Clark 

 “A special story about the power of love and of a child’s courage and faith.” 
 
All Through the Night by Mary Higgins Clark 

 “Mary Higgins Clark once again celebrates the Christmas season with a tale of suspense that 
will keep readers turning the pages.” 

 
Christmas on the Prairie By Tracy Bateman; Pamela Griffin; Maryn Langer; Jill Stengl 

 “Christmas on the vast American plains holds little appeal for four women struggling to find a 

warm place to belong. The holidays aren’t going as planned for any of these four women. Cn they 
each take a moment to discover the blessing of a Christmas romance.  

 
On Strike for Christmas by Sheila Roberts 

 “At Christmas time it seemed as though a woman’s work is never done. So this year, Joy, 

Laura and the rest of their knitting group decide to go on strike. If their husbands and families want 
a Christmas the husbands will have to do it.” This is an entertaining story which brings out what the 
true meaning of Christmas Is all about.” 

 
The Christmas of Hope by Donna VanLiere 

 “For some reason I had always assumed that when God wanted our attention He would do 
something big that would rouse us from our sleep to bring us back to Him, but I was wrong. God is 
always speaking. We are the ones who are hard of hearing.” This is a delightful book full of love and 

warmth. 
 
A CREED COUNTRY Christmas by Linda Lael Miller 

“Celebrate the holidays with the Creed fore fathers – Montana men who built the family home-
stead and established a legacy of love.  

 
A Chesapeake Shores Christmas by Sherryl Woods 

 “After years Mark and Megan O’Brien are finally ready to make it official – again. Most of 
their grown children couldn’t be happier about their rekindled love and impending marriage this 
holiday season.” Read to see if all this comes about with so much interference going on from grown 

children as well as Mark and Megan 
 

God’s Peace       Vicki DeRoo 

The T!LC Library Corner 

November 2015 



 

 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249; Usher Captains (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 
             (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 
             (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  
             (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team         Ushers All of November 

October 31 & November 1 Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  1 Molly & Gary Baumert  Rick Power, Gerry Leseburg        

           Chuck McNeill, Marcus Leseberg 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  3 Rhonda Wiebers          9:30am Mike Hagarty, Gary Muhle,  

       Chrys Frey   Bill Clausen, Terry Wilson  

                         11:00am   Rob Madden, Tom Tritsch,  

           Al & Jeanne Zamiska 

November 7 & 8 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  4 Deb Brandt 

November 14 & 15 Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  3  Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  5 Lisa Sager 

November 21 & 22 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  1 Sue Hoogeveen & Pam Engelbart 

November 28 & 29 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  2 Hugh Finerty & Denise & Dave Boever 



 

 

NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

11/19 Abram Hall 

11/19 Jane Stopak 

11/19 Kerry Harlow 

11/19 Christopher Harlow 

11/19 Gary Olson 

11/20 Cameron Ryba 

11/20 Martha West 

11/20 Layla Mashek 

11/21 Carol Smith 

11/21 Marilyn McLaughlin 

11/21 Kaden Skarda 

11/21 Kurtis Rohn 

11/21 Caitlyn Kadow 

11/21 Greg Shimonek 

11/21 Jill Sigmund 

11/22 Phillip Rowell 

11/22 Caitlyn Chandler 

11/22 Emma Shimonek 

11/22 Helen Johnson 

11/22 Ross Ashbacher 

11/22 Jessica Engelbart 

11/23 David Larson 

11/23 Joel Blasey 

11/23 Amanda Tritsch 

11/24 Gene Hahn 

11/24 Stacy Turner 

11/24 Kirk Engelbart 

11/24 David Rife 

11/24 Sherry Harlow 

11/24 Bill Helwig 

11/24 Gregory Borer 

11/25 Joseph Sell 

11/25 Ben Althof 

11/25 Camden Toelle 

11/25 Jonathan Miller 

11/26 Kylie Kruger 

11/26 Lance Hansen 

11/26 Ethan Marz 

11/26 David Boever 

11/27 Mike Luther 

11/27 Amanda Lopez 

11/27 Mike Schneider 

11/27 Nicholas Serwatowski 

11/28 Julie Gladbach 

11/28 Rick Kowalski 

11/29 Marlene Kasza 

11/29 Stanley Haeder 

11/29 Stefon Haeder 

11/29 Lorenzo Bruzzano 

11/29 Bill Schmidt 

11/30 Vickie Luther 

11/30 Sharon VanCleave 

11/30 Gage Boyce 

11/30 David Holtzen 

11/30 Eli Betz 

11/10 Danielle Filkins 

11/10 Dale Piper 

11/10 Christopher Griffith 

11/10 Anthony Zakaras 

11/11 Thomas Harter 

11/11 Kaleb Ask 

11/11 Makenzie Dyrstad 

11/11 Sarah Fyerer 

11/11 Rachael Hanline 

11/12 Marqus Bunch 

11/12 Kyle Muhle 

11/12 Luann Hestermann 

11/12 Kim Kafonek 

11/12 George Turner 

11/12 Jennifer Armstrong 

11/12 Matthew Parker 

11/13 Sadie Cleghorn 

11/13 Darin Catterson 

11/13 Rachel Pasteka 

11/13 Connor Tackett 

11/13 Riley Plum 

11/14 Janet Christians 

11/14 Mary Osborn 

11/14 Madison Creech 

11/15 Peter Kafonek 

11/15 Phil Koeppen 

11/15 Susan Connett 

11/15 Samantha Velehradsky 

11/15 Mary Findlay 

11/15 Kyle Atkins 

11/15 Judy Turner 

11/16 Carolyn Schroder 

11/16 Laura Buechler 

11/16 Katelyn Schindler 

11/16 Steve Zivny 

11/16 Dan Winslow 

11/16 Carrie Holo 

11/16 Stephen Bateman 

11/16 Elliana Walker 

11/16 Louis Hoeft 

11/16 Naudia Lewis 

11/17 Elaine Hurley 

11/17 Sharon Moseley 

11/17 Cheryl Charron 

11/17 Emily Osborn 

11/17 Josiah Wood 

11/18 Brayden Triggs 

11/18 Heidi Riker 

11/18 Anne Chandler 

11/19 Mikey McCraw 

11/19 Tom Turner 

11/19 Mitch Decker 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
11/01 Adam Fjell 

11/01 Joseph Covi 

11/01 Nancy Penny 

11/01 Michael Witkowski 

11/01 Bradley Hermosillo 

11/02 Norma Butts 

11/02 Andrew Bateman 

11/02 Macayla Scarpello 

11/02 Brian Schram 

11/03 Kyler Johnson 

11/03 Lisa Graff 

11/03 Brian Bernhardt 

11/03 William Dreessen 

11/03 Jaxon Walls 

11/03 Carol Brazier 

11/03 Kimberly O'Connell 

11/04 Garrett Laufer 

11/04 Avery Melvin 

11/04 Timothy Grafelman 

11/04 Arlis Scanlan 

11/04 Todd Struthers 

11/05 Jonathan Lee 

11/05 Marty McLaughlin 

11/05 Tearle List 

11/05 Debora Heidzig 

11/05 Brianne Inselman 

11/05 Mark Schenck 

11/06 Jonathan Andersen 

11/06 Andrew Jarvis 

11/07 Cheryl Dunn 

11/07 Andrew Peterson 

11/07 David Bewley 

11/07 Raquel Bewley 

11/07 Izabella McMullen 

11/07 Jolten Andree 

11/08 Diana Roberts 

11/08 Tiffani Laufer 

11/08 Daniel Stawniak 

11/08 Sara Zivny 

11/08 Colby Rohn 

11/08 Lee Taylor 

11/08 Nathan Kotila 

11/08 Riley Zakaras 

11/09 Louise Ramsey 

11/09 Candace Masek 

11/09 Lindsey Decker 

11/10 Michael Cameron 

11/10 Warren Koehler 

11/10 Brooklyn Mussman 

11/10 Thomas Flynn 

11/10 Tessie Childers 

11/10 Earl Howery 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
11/20/1954 Phil & Michele Oman 

11/16/1965 Bob & Pat Sohm 

11/07/1970 Bill & Kathy Weber 

11/19/1977 Ron & Cathy Brandt 

11/04/1978 Dennis & Kay O'Connell 

11/18/1978 Stan & Lynn Aarhus 

11/28/1981 Steve & Susie Moore 

11/09/1985 Wayne & Rita Nicholson 

11/29/1986 Chuck  & Julie Grancer 

11/26/1988 Brent & Sandra Livingston 

11/25/1989 Gary & Barbara Olson 

11/09/1991 Ken & Nancy Summerfield 

11/03/1992 Dick & Rhonda Rupert 

11/20/1993 Mark & Sonja Wegner 

11/07/1997 Don & Pat Meyer 

11/07/1998 Dave & Denise Boever 

11/09/2000 Ben & Ann Kothe 

11/23/2002 Scott & Sheri Heckens 

11/07/2004 Thomas & Dawn Atkinson 

11/27/2004 Scott & Angie Rosa 

11/19/2005 Sarah & James Morrison 

11/14/2009 Holly & Scott Smith 

11/30/2010 Michael & Denise Hebert 

11/08/2014 Janet & Mike Larson 

BAPTISM 

BIRTHS 

SYMPATHY 

Zander Lawrence Tonn, born July 20, 

2015.  Proud mom is Schulyer Tonn. 

Grandparents: Bill & Michelle Tonn and 

Great Grandparents: Ken & Sue Tonn. 

Jayden David Kenneth Mather, born 

September 18, 2015.  Proud Parents: 

Brianna Tonn & Andrew Mather.  

Grandparent: Melinda Tonn. Great 

Grandparents: Ken & Sue Tonn 

Thane Scott & Gavin Jack Power, born 

August 17, 2015.  Proud parents: Eric & 

Michelle Schonsenberg.  Grandpar-

ents: Rick & Carol Power 

Emi Jeanne Rupert, born October 7, 

2015.  Proud Parents: Dave & Jesse 

Rupert. Grandparents: Dick & Rhonda 

Rupert. 

Tom & Criss Tritsch and family in the death of their son 

Matthew Tritsch on September 25, 2015. 

Sandy Arrance and Family in the death of her         

husband Ed Arrance on September 29, 2015 

Scott & Belinda Obradovich in the death of Scott’s 

sister Sadie Nather on September 27, 2015 

Dave & Dawn Dramse and Family in the death of 

Dawn’s mother, Grace Schultz on October 8, 2015. 

October 3, 2015 

Sadie Foutch, daughter of Benjamin & 

Regina Foutch.  Sponsors are Leslie & 

Kyle Hiatt 
 

October 10, 2015 

Rebecca Jackson daughter of Chris & 

Joy Jackson.  Sponsors are Al & Marge 

Nixon. 
 

October 18, 2015 

Nicholas Alex Serwatowski son of Alex 

Serwatowski & Christina  Lichtenfeld. 

Sponsors are our T!LC Life Group!  

Alex Joseph Serwatowski , Sponsors are 

his T!LC Life Group! 



 

 

The December 

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  

Monday, November 16 
 

 

 

 

For Care 

Ministry 

Assistance . . 

During Church 

Office Hours: 

Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 

Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice 
mail number 402.292.7633 and 
leave a message. Rhonda Rupert, 
Care Ministry Coordinator 
will  contact you. 

 Dates to Remember: 

 
Nov1 - Daylight Saving - Turn your clocks back 1 hour! 
Nov. 15 - 4th Grade Devotional Class 

Nov 19 - T!LC Council Meeting 
Nov. 23 - T!LC Blood Drive 2pm-7pm 
Nov 26 - Thanksgiving - TLC Offices Closed 

Nov 27 - T!LC Offices Closed 
 

SNOWSKIERS, BOARDERS, SNOWMOBILERS and MOUNTAIN VACATIONERS: 

Now is the time to sign up for Thankski XXIII, Saturday, January 23 thru 
Wednesday, January 27, 2016. Our trip is designed for adults and teens     

(13 or 7th grade) accompanied by an adult. We will be staying in condos at Keystone and skiing      
Keystone, A-Basin, and Breckenridge. Sign up using the website, www.skidaddy.com/thanksgiving. A 
priority sign up list for riding the coach will be established based on my receipt of your first payment. 

The cost is $600 ($390 non skiers) per person for transportation, condo, lift    
tickets, rentals, and the common meal. The first payment is $255. Give the 

payment and the completed liability release form (from the skidaddy        
website) to me at church, put in my folder in the church volunteer office or 
mail to me at 7951 Ponderosa Dr., Papillion, NE, 68046. Handouts with           

information are available in the church lobby. 
Questions?? Call Judd Bessey, 402-689-6189, thankski.bellevue@gmail.com. 

THANKSKI  XXIII 

Women’s Book Study will meet at the 

Quail Creek home of Corliss Bunas at 
7:00 PM on Monday, November 9th. 
To reach Corliss’ home at 4219 Bob 
White Circle from the church, take 

39th St (the street West of the Credit 
Union) South to Coffee Ave. Turn right 

and continue up the hill (now Quail Dr). Once you are up 

the hill, take the second left which is Bob White Cir 
(watch street signs only on the left; street is named        
Anchor Mill Rd on the right!) Corliss’ home will delight!   
Following tradition, she will have it all decked out in 

Christmas finery and a huge Christmas tree trimmed in 
beautiful Christopher Radko ornaments will beckon us 
from front windows. 
 

Study leader Karen Rowell has asked us to complete 
week four (pages 29 through 40) of the Having a Mary 

Spirit Study Guide. We will view the DVD accompanying 
(chapters 4 & 5).  
 

Questions? Call or email Corliss (402-490-1931;  
tbunas@yahoo.com) or co hostess Katie Peterson        
(402-681-9831; Banderz@cox.net) If you can not attend, 

please let one of the above know. 
 

We look forward to seeing you and remind you that this is 
a scent-free evening. 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: sara.zivny@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May….. 

∗ Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

∗ Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 

∗ Youth Sunday School  9:30am 

∗ Adult Sunday School 9:30am 

∗ Wednesday Night Awana (PreK—6th grade) 

∗ Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

∗ Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 

   Rev. Bruce L. Kotila, Pastor of Discipleship Training 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 

Office Manager   Sara Zivny 

Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 

RTF Ministry Director  Lisa  Zaloudek 

Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Children’s Ministry Director  

Kidz Church Leaders  Richard Zolnowski/Traci Johnson 

Awana Director   Lisa Sager, Meagan Cinfel 

Student Ministry Director  Pastor David Witkop 

Student Ministry Admin Asst. Kelly Marz 

Nursery Director   Bonnie Carpenter 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 
 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 

 

 

OUR IDENTITY STATEMENT 
We are followers of Christ who aspire to Be Like Jesus in every way, living life Up, In and Out! 
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