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A Celebration of Pastor Bruce and Barb Kotila’s Ministry, is scheduled for Sunday, January 

31st from 4:30pm - 6:00pm in the Family Life Center. The afternoon will include                  

hor d’oeuvres and a program of celebration and fellowship.  All are welcome to attend - 

child care will be available for nursery aged children (birth - 3years), registration for child 

care is required.  If you would like to help with this event please contact Sara Zivny at     

402-292-2695 or sara.zivny@thanks-giving.org. 

 
January Preaching Series - Let Me Tell You A Story – Story time was a big part of our       

parenting when our children were small. Every evening there was a bedtime routine which 

involved picking up toys, changing into pajamas, brushing teeth, washing hands and     

faces, story time, prayers, hugs, kisses, and tucking in! We especially enjoyed the story 

time. We have precious memories and pictures of holding our children in our laps while 

reading their favorite stories to them, including The Tale of Peter Rabbit and all the other 

Beatrix Potter books, all the stories of the Berenstain Bears, and my all-time favorite, The 

True Story of the Three Little Pigs!  Sometimes, when we were a little tired, we had those 

moments when we tried to skip over part of the story, but were immediately “corrected” 

by one of our little ones who recited the exact text word for word as it was actually written 

in the book. Talk about the power of stories! Part of our routine also involved a bible story, 

and our children grew up knowing these powerful life-changing stories just as well as their 

other childhood favorites. Unfortunately, too many members of the Body of Christ simply 

do not know the Biblical narrative, many are confused and intimidated by the bible, and 

most have likely never read through the entire bible. All this caused me to imagine our 

Heavenly Father looking down from heaven, and lovingly inviting us into His arms, saying, 

“Let me tell you a story.” The bible, of course, is The Story of God’s gracious intervention in 
history, and of His plan to reconcile the world to Himself through the gift of His only Son,   

Jesus the Messiah! What if we, as God’s children, became as familiar with His Story as we 

are with our other favorite stories? Beginning the weekend of January 3, join us for “Let Me 

Tell You A Story!” – a four-week preaching series on some very important Bible basics.  

 
Jan. 03 – Navigating the Story of the Bible. 

Jan. 10 – What’s the Story of the Bible all About? 

Jan. 17 – Is the Story of the Bible Trustworthy? 
Jan. 24 – How My Story Intersects with The Story. 

Continued on page 2……... 



 

 

“300 Strong” This invitation, to the entire congregation for 2016, came about from a          

two-fold concern. First, that there is a profound biblical illiteracy in the Body of Christ in 

North America and round the world. Many of our own church family members have never 

read the bible from cover to cover, leaving them with at best a fragmented understanding 

of the scriptures. How then do we expect to navigate life, lead our families, and be light in 

the darkness if we don’t know the biblical narrative? Second, the recent terrorist attacks in 

Paris and in San Bernardino, CA, have shaken   people’s confidence and sense of security. 

Many people are afraid. Is there a role for the Body of Christ? Absolutely! In 480 BC, 300 

Spartan soldiers held off – for three days – an invading army of over 100,000 Persian soldiers, 

giving time for the rest of Greece to prepare to defend their nation. What if 300 of us 

locked our shields of faith and picked up the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God? 

I believe this could be life-changing for both the individuals who participate, as well as for 

our congregation as a whole. At the time of this writing (December 14), over 130 people 

have already joined 300 Strong after the first weekend of sign-ups. If you have not already 

done so, we are inviting you to be part of 300 Strong and to commit to following: 
 

♦ Reading through the Bible in 2016, using the 300 Strong reading plan. 

♦ Praying for persecuted Christians throughout the world. 

♦ Praying for our nation. 

♦ Praying for our church family. 

♦ Praying for your family, neighbors, and co-workers. 

 

300 Strong participants will receive quarterly reading plans, and an armband. Get ready, 

we begin January 1st!  On the follow page you will read from a few of our Awana Students 

why memorizing scripture is important to them and their families! 

Continued from page 1……. 

Three Days of Prayer – A Message from LCMC  

Our 4th Annual Three Days of Prayer is set for January 5-7, 2016. This is an opportunity for LCMC     

congregations (T!LC is a member congregation) to spend time together before the throne of 

Grace.  

Day One is a day of Confession – recognizing that we have sinned against God, against one         

another and even against ourselves. The church will never rise up until we first get on our knees. 

Day Two is a day of Petition, bringing every prayer and concern to the foot of the cross. There are so 

many who are hurting – physically, emotionally, and spiritually. But we also pray for our                 

congregations, the people of God to again humble ourselves before the Almighty God.  

Day Three is a day of prayer for Direction, seeking God’s will and hope for the days to come. How 

will we be ambassadors for Christ in this generation and cultural context? 

For more information, visit the LCMC website at: www.lcmc.net/three-days-of-prayer 

Sunday Morning Adult Education  

Beginning Sunday, January 10, we will study the book of Mark at 9:30 in the Heritage Sanctuary. This 
class will correspond with the Lenten Sunday morning preaching series which will also focus on the 

Book of Mark. We have developed a teaching faculty comprised of pastors and lay teachers who 
will be alternating teaching on Sunday mornings. We are excited about this opportunity to provide 
in-depth teachings on one of the Gospels and hope that you will join us. No sign-up necessary. 

Please join us each week as you are able to. 



 

 

On Fire For The Bible  
 

Meet Ailey Marburger, a third grader at East Mills 

Elementary in Hastings, Iowa. Ailey is the daughter 
of Phil and Jenny Marburger from Emerson, Iowa. 
Ailey is always happy, loves horses, and LOVES to 

read. Her favorite thing to read is the Bible.   “I like 
to read the Bible because it makes me feel closer 

to God,” Ailey said. “It helps me to know that God 
is with me every day.”   Ailey loves going to church 
and Sunday school at TLC! “I learn about the Bible 

by going to Sunday school, worship, AWANA, and 
Bible Club in Emerson. I also listen to Christian     

music and I sometimes even do a daily devotion,” 
Ailey said.   “Ailey just can’t seem to get enough 
of the Bible. She loves Bible trivia. When a note 

came home from our local Baptist church about 
Bible Club after school on Wednesdays, Ailey 

begged to go. She had already figured out the 
timing so we could still drive 40 minutes to make it 
to AWANA. She loves learning about God,” Jenny 

Marburger said.   “I like to know what it was like in 
the past and I like knowing why God’s important,” 
Ailey said. “When I got my 3rd grade Bible, I felt 

like a child of God,” she said.   “Ailey is a great   
reminder to our family to keep the Word at the 

center of our family. She is definitely an image 
bearer in our family. Ironically, her name means 
light. We tease her and call her the Little Light of 

Mine. She really has become our Little Light,”     
Jenny said.  

From Adam: Being able to say the verses       

whenever I need to when I'll be able to teach   
other people how to do verses and believe in God 

and memorize verses like us. And if my anger is 
kind of firing up I can think that God is with me and 
know that I can control it. 
 

From Jane: I like the challenge of my son learning 
verses and then I have to learn them too. We 

hang then on our fridge ever week. We find       
ourselves saying them back and forth to each   
other when something happens in our life where 

we think that scripture  applies. I also like to teach, 
because it's such a privilege to be able to hear my 

own son say scripture verses to me.  
 

I also really  enjoy the excitement of having a 

brand new Awana clubber who is so on fire for the 
Lord and excited to learn everything about Jesus. 

She received her first Bible at Awana, she         
memorized John 3:16 for the first time, and then 
one week asked me if I would show her where 

every verse from her AWANA handbook is in the 
Bible! In the children's Bible that we gave her, she 

follows along in the stories being told at our large 
group time. It is very exciting! 

Jane and Adam Williams 

Jane and Adam Williams Ailey Marburger 



 

 

Discipleship Pathways 
Lisa Zaloudek 

Lisa.zaloudek@thanks-giving.org 

 

The Cleansing Stream Basic Seminar and Retreat is an experience designed to         

introduce believers in Jesus Christ to the basic tenets of discipleship that lay a     

foundation for continued spiritual growth and position us for a life of victory over sin, 

the temptations of the world, and the devil’s schemes.   
Cleansing Stream Basic Seminar meets Wednesdays in the T!LC Preschool Room 

February 3 – April 27, 2016, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Seminar Cost: $56 for Seminar Workbook & “Bait of Satan” 
Cleansing Stream Retreat will be held at TLC April 22 and 23, 2016 

Retreat Cost: $50 ($40 for alumni).  Fee includes workbook & Saturday lunch. 
 

Registration forms are available at the T!LC Welcome Center or register online at Thanks-giving.org.  For 
more information please contact Lisa Zaloudek at Lisa.Zaloudek@Thanks-giving.org or call the    T!LC 
Church Office at 402-292-2695.   
Seminar Registration Deadline is Monday, January 25, 2016 
 

The Cleansing Stream Discipleship course is designed for those who would like to 

continue their Cleansing Stream journey.  If you have already completed the Basic 

Cleansing Stream Seminar & Retreat, you are ready to begin the next level of       
discipleship.   

This course is now being offered at the Bellevue Christian Center on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month 

beginning January 12 through June 28 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.   If you are interested please contact Lisa 
Zaloudek at Lisa.Zaloudek@Thanks-giving.org or call the T!LC Church Office at 402-292-2695 to register.  

There is a $45 charge for the CSD workbook.  Seminar Topics are listed below: 
Jan. 12 & 26—Jesus Christ the Deliverer   February 9 &23—The Blood of Jesus   March 8 & 22—The Call to Intercede 

April 12 & 26—Warfare Intercession   May 10 & 24—The Name of Jesus     Jun 14 & 28—The Sword of the Spirit 
 

Doorway to Discovery Silent Retreat is a guided retreat that includes a mix of         

worship, prayer, teaching, reflection and extended periods of silence for the purpose 

of allowing God to teach you to pray, and to pray more effectively. 

Teaching and reflection times will follow the invocation, various petitions and 

benediction of the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13). 
Meets at St. Benedict Center in Schuyler, Nebraska 

Thursday, March 10th beginning at 6:00 p.m. to Sunday, March 13th ending at 12:00 p.m.  Retreat Cost:  

240 for lodging and meals. 
For registration information visit the God’s Living Stones website at www.godslivingstones.org 

 
Four Keys to Restoring Your Life examines the four areas of life that keep us from          

experiencing the abundant life that Father God has for us. Family patterns, incorrect 

thinking, unresolved hurts and negative spiritual influences all serve to rob us of the 

peace and joy that characterize the Christian life.  This is a Five-Session Seminar        

meeting in the T!LC  Heritage Sanctuary at the following times:   Session 1: Friday, 

1/15/16 from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m;  Session 2 & 3:  Saturday, 1/16/16 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m.; Session 4 & 5: Saturday, 1/23/16 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

The only cost for T!LC participants is for the Restoring the Foundations book by Chester and Betsy Kylstra. 

This book may be purchased from the T!LC office for $35.  Fee for non-T!LC participants is $50 plus         
purchase of the Restoring the Foundations book. 

For registration information visit the God’s Living Stones website at www.godslivingstones.org 



 

 

New Dinner Fellowship Group Beginning 
 

Beginning in January, Ivan and Becki Abdouch will be 
“hosting” a monthly dinner club for    T!LC adults who 

are for a way to make new friendships within the 
church.  
 

The club will meet the second Sunday of each month in a different member’s home who will serve 

as the hosts for the month. (Becki and Ivan will provide the home for members not able to host it in 
their home). The designated host couple for month will be responsible for the main dish and every-
one else will sign up for sides, desserts, etc. The first club meeting will be on Sunday, January 10. 

Space is limited to  ten people so please sign up early if you are interested by contacting Becki at 
abecki@hotmail.com or 402-331-4561.  If you are interested in forming a dinner club, please contact 

Janine Wegner at janine.weger@thanks-giving.org. 
 

Monthly Ladies Lunch Bunch 
 

Are you looking for an easy opportunity to connect with other women at T!LC? Beginning in          

January, there will be a monthly “Ladies Lunch Bunch” who will get together for lunch at a local   
restaurant. This outing is intended for adults only. If you would like more information, please contact 

Becki Abdouch at abecki@hotmail.com or 402-331-4561. 
 

New Year, New Opportunity to Be In a Life Group 

If you are new to the church or were unable to join a Life Group in the fall, we have another          
opportunity to find out what Life Group’s at T!LC are all about. Please join us on Sunday, January 24, 
6-7:30 in the Family Life Center for worship and sharing of what God has been doing in people’s lives 

through Life Groups. This will be a great opportunity for people not in Life Groups to get connected 
with a group. If you would like to join a group, please email Janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org or sign

-up online at http://www.thanks-giving.org/tlc-life-groups/ 
Also, keep in mind, we have groups with special focuses such as a group of people who live in Iowa 
and attend T!LC, groups that are for people who have never studied the Bible and women’s groups 

that meet during the day. All of these groups are listed on the website as well. 

Beth Moore is coming to Omaha!   

Early bird seats are $59 before January 29th! Save the date for April 15th and 16th.   
 

Lifeway.com/livingproof for more details. Purchase tickets yourself, but you can 

contact Barbara Olson for information about a T!LC Group attending together! 

barbarajill2002@yahoo.com 

The Weekend to  

Remember ® Getaway 
Great marriages don't just happen. Be proactive with your 
marriage by attending a Weekend to Remember Marriage 
Getaway 
 

♦ For more than 35 years, over 1 mill ion couples have attended a Weekend to          
Remember Marriage Getaway. 

♦ 96% of WTR guests agree that attending this getaway had a positive impact on their 
marriage. 

♦ This year’s weekend getaway is March 18-20 at the Omaha Hilton. 
♦ Sign up between Jan 4-25 and get the price of the weekend for just 149.99 per      

couple!  That’s half price the regular price of 299.98.  

♦ Register online at www.WeekendToRemember.com and please use Thanksgiving’s 
group name “Thanksgivinglc” 

♦ For more information please contact Von and Tracy Townsend by email at            

von-townsend@cox.net 



 

 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org 

General Fund 

Line Item November November YTD YTD Line Item November November YTD YTD

Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 97,936.26 112,368.00 1,049,108.11 1,169,164.00 Facility/Operations 51,561.65 33,799.00 456,733.93 365,966.00

Non-pledged Giving 57,466.15 31,873.00 471,846.57 315,363.00 Ministry 43,434.38 46,434.00 487,807.97 501,921.00

Other Revenue 32,646.24 29,831.00 280,292.16 283,817.00 Personnel 80,750.10 82,611.00 894,280.10 903,393.00

Ministry Challenge 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 37,575.16 0.00

Total Income 188,048.65 174,072.00 1,838,822.00 1,768,344.00 Total Expense 175,746.13 162,844.00 1,838,822.00 1,771,280.00

Income Expense

General Fund - November 2015

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church

Staying the Course 

Is the name of our 2-year capital campaign that began the weekend of May 4, 2014. Like our former 
capital campaign, the goal of Staying the Course will be debt reduction as we continue to retire the 

mortgage on the Family Life Center.  Estimates of giving received were; 102 estimates of giving for 
$249,074 over a 2-year period.  Actual contributions received through November 2015 were 
$301,038.96 or 120.9% of the estimates of giving. Additional principal payments from the Pathway to 

Freedom campaign and Staying the Course campaign (May 2012 - November 2015) now total 
$701,537.36 and has saved approximately $501,904 in interest payments over the loan period and 

effectively reduces the loan period by seventeen years and one month.  We will continue to make 
regular additional principal payments from the Staying the Course capital campaign as they are 
received.   
 

Christmas Eve Offering 

As a reminder to all of us that Joseph and Mary were in need of shelter that first Christmas night, all 
of the contributions received during Christmas Eve services were split between the Open Door      
Mission and the T!LC Emergency Fund to support individuals and families in need of shelter in our    

local community. The contribution figures were not available at the time of this publication and will 
be reported next month. 
 

2016 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2016 were again sent to our Covenant/Kingdom partners via the U.S. Postal 

Service.  If you did not receive your envelopes please contact Harold Carlson. 
 

2016 Budget  

The 2016 annual meeting of the congregation will be Saturday, February 6, 2016 at 6:45 pm in the 

Family Life Center immediately following services Saturday night. Copies of the 2016 proposed 
budget will be available for review at informational meetings the weekends of January 23-24 and 
January 30-31, 2016. 
 

Simply Giving 

Did you know that T!LC has the ability to receive electronic funds transfers (EFT) through a program 
called Simply Giving?  Simply Giving is a safe and reliable electronic funds transfer program. To enroll 
go to our website (www.thanks-giving.org) and click on “Give” at the top right hand corner at the 

top of the home page. You can also contact our Simply Giving Coordinator, Harold Carlson for 
more information about the Simply Giving program. 
 

Automobile Donation Needed 

Do you or someone that you know, have a reliable automobile that could be donate to T!LC?  We 

continue to receive requests from families in need of reliable transportation.  Please contact Harold 
Carlson at the church office for more information. 



 

 

Community Partners Program 

SPECIAL NOTE: 

If you participated in the Baker’s Community Rewards program in 2015 you must           
re-enroll in the program after January 1, 2016 by following the directions below. If you 
are a first time participant, the same enrollment directions apply. 

 

If you participate in the Baker’s Shopper Plus program you can now support the ministries of T!LC also 
when you purchase grocery items at your local Baker’s store.  T!LC has been accepted into the Dillions 

Community Rewards Program that provides cash contributions back to community non-profit                
organizations.  T!LC will get credit for every purchase its members make using their registered Baker’s Plus 
card. 

Visit their website at www.bakersplus.com/communityrewards for more information and to register your 
Baker’s Plus card today and begin supporting T!LC ministries every month. If you already have a Baker’s 
Plus card simply click on “sign in” and enter your email address and password you will then be asked to 
enter the organizations name or NPO number.  T!LC’s NPO number is 25366. Once you select T!LC as your 

community partner all of your purchases associated with your Baker’s Plus card will continue to provide 
you credits for gasoline purchases and  also support T!LC. 
If you have questions please contact Dillions at 1-800-576-4377 option 3 or email at 

DCR@dillionstores.com.  

What Are You $aving for?  

Does this sound familiar? A year ago you promised yourself that it wouldn’t happen again next year. The year 

before that, same promise. But again this year, December rolled around and you found yourself financially 

unprepared for Christmas expenses. Food, gifts, travel, events – all conspired to turn your good intentions into 

mere memories. Once again, you’ve turned to credit cards to bail you out.  

Since there’s every likelihood that Christmas will come again next year, perhaps this is the year to finally put a 

plan in place to stay away from the crisis spending that so often characterizes the season. Our good intentions 

weren’t enough to make Christmas 2015 financially different from 2014 or 2013. We need a plan, and now is 

the time to create it, while this Christmas season is still fresh in our minds. Here are a few tips to help you get on 

track for 2016. 
 

Start with information. What did you spend on Christmas this past year? Consider: 
♦ What gifts did you buy, for whom, and how much did they cost? Did you have any shipping costs for some 

of the gifts? 

♦ What did you spend on Christmas cards – both purchasing and mailing? 

♦ What Christmas events (concerts, plays, etc.) did you attend and how much did they cost? 

♦ Did you do any entertaining this year? What cost was associated with that? 

♦ How about travel? Did you visit relatives or friends? What did you spend on travel, food, lodging, etc.? 

♦ Other than travel and entertaining, did you buy special food for the season? 

♦ What did you spend on decorations? 
 

As you can see, the costs can really add up!! There’s nothing wrong with celebrating the holidays, as long as 

we’re prepared for the financial reality of how we celebrate. Once you’ve taken careful stock of this year, 

think about next year. Will you be doing everything the same or will something be different? Will you be buying 

gifts for the same people? Traveling the same places? Attending the same events and doing the same enter-

tainment? Try to project as closely as you can how much you would be increasing or decreasing in each of 

these areas, to give you an idea of how much you will need to save. When you’ve done that, ask yourself one 

last question: Were there any surprise expenses this Christmas that you didn’t plan for? Do you need to plan a 

“surprise” or two into next Christmas? 
 

Once you know how much you plan to spend on Christmas in 2016, set up a plan to save that amount prior to 

the time you will begin spending it. There are a couple of major ways to save for Christmas: 

Make it part of your monthly budget, like other items. 

Use “windfall” money from a tax refund or bonus at work to set up your Christmas fund. This one may be more 

appropriate in some cases, because it matches one-time income with “one-time” expenses. 

Whichever way you go, consider putting this money aside in a savings account or some other vehicle to keep 

you from dipping into it over the course of the year. 

Imagine the freedom you’ll feel next year when you begin your Christmas shopping knowing that you have 

set aside sufficient funds to allow you to leave your credit cards at home! Imagine the peace that will come 

after the Christmas season, when you’re not pressured to figure out how to pay off credit card purchases in 

addition to meeting all your other budget commitments. Then, prayerfully put a plan in motion to make it   

happen. 



 

 

Jesus proclaimed, "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed 

me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim        
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the      
oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." (Luke 4:18-19).    
Jesus ministry of good news and freedom continues through His Church as 

we draw closer to Him through His Word, prayer, and the empowerment of 
His Holy Spirit.  Monica Andrews, a T!LC Covenant & Kingdom partner,       
encountered the power of the Holy Spirit and experienced freedom from 

the oppression of claustrophobia.  Here is her testimony: 
 

Slow down and proceed with caution.  That’s what I hear God saying when I attempt to talk about      
healing.  My family and I have a long history with chronic illness.  I have seen healing come in miraculous 
ways and I have seen God allow illness to remain.  
 

That being said, my experience has always been that God brings healing in some way when we seek 
it.  That is what I found in the Cleansing Stream, Restoring the Foundations, and Barnabas Prayer ministries.  
Recently I sought prayer and guidance for claustrophobia in a Barnabas Prayer ministry session. 
 

As most people know, claustrophobia is a fear of small spaces.  What they don’t know is 
how limiting the disorder can be.  My claustrophobia caused frequent anxiety and limited 
the places I was willing to go, the car that I drove or rode in, and events I attended where 
there were crowds of people.  Over the years I've learned to cope in some pretty          

successful ways.   This year, when planning a trip with my girlfriends, I didn’t have quite as 
much control in avoiding problematic situations. Specifically, I would have to board three 
small, packed airplanes, twice in order to complete my journey 
 

In my prayer session, I felt God’s presence.  I sensed that he had something for me         
instead of this fear and panic.  He brought to my mind a time from my childhood that I 
had forgotten.  I was small and had crawled into a small space alone.  I recalled that I 

wasn’t afraid then, rather I felt peace and safety and a sense of His presence. I left my session feeling     
better, yet unsure of what would happen. 
 

I still experienced some of the effects of claustrophobia at certain times during my journey.  But I was able 
to draw on the memory of being safe and at peace, feeling his presence in whatever small space I was 

in.  Instead of giving me the assurance I would never face that struggle again, he gave me Himself.  That is 
a most special kind of healing.  I will always cherish that time with my friends and the joy and love we felt 
traveling together. 
 

Upon returning home, I was able to attend a Husker’s game with my family.  For the fifteen years we've 
lived here, I've avoided the     crowded concourses, tight seating and thousands of people.  My daughter 
is a student there and my husband, a life-long fan.  I'm so grateful to God to have been able to witness 

and share in their joy as they cheered on their favorite team. 
 

The bible tells us that the fruit of God’s spirit is, among other things, love, 
joy, and peace.  I was missing out on so much because of my fear.  God 
knew this and had compassion on me. Through prayer and revelation he 

healed me.  I've learned that no matter how great or small my struggle, 
God wants to bring healing.  I only have to open my heart and mind to 
receive it. I feel blessed to have access to a ministry that facilitates that. 
 

At T!LC, we believe in the power and importance of prayer.  If you are in 
need of physical, emotional or spiritual healing, we invite you to consider 
scheduling a time of prayer with a Barnabas Prayer Ministry Team.  A small 

number (2-3) trained, compassionate Barnabas Prayer Ministers will pray with you during a scheduled 
prayer session to seek breakthrough in the area(s) of concern.  For more information or to schedule an    
appointment, please contact Lisa Zaloudek at lisa.zaloudek@thanks-giving.org or call the church office at 
402-292-2695. 



 

 

T!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care MinistryT!LC Care Ministry    

Providing Care Ministry for the Whole Person 

Spirit~ Soul ~ and Body 

Thanksgiving! Basket Outreach 

T!LC’s fifth Thanksgiving! Basket Outreach was able to provide 120 families with a 

“basket” full of all the goodies to prepare a Thanksgiving and/ or Christmas meal 

for their family.  Thank you to everyone for all the different ways you generously    

assisted with this outreach. Some were able to support the outreach financially; 

others supplied the food items; others gathered up the boxes which were used to 

pack the meals; a team of people packed the boxes and then life groups, families 

and individuals then delivered the Thanksgiving “baskets” to families in our community, and at 

Chandler Pointe Apartments.   

May all glory and honor be to God from whom all blessings flow. 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS  
 

Thanks to the life groups, families, and individuals that blessed 25 families in our 
community with gifts.  
 

I pray that through both the Thanksgiving and Christmas outreaches we re-
vealed the light and love of our Lord Jesus to those we served. We are remind-

ed in Hebrews that God blesses us and equips us to do good and share with others: 
 

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise. And do not forget to do 

good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. May the God of peace, who 

through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us 

what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Hebrews 

13: 15-16, 20-21 

OPEN DOOR MISSION AND SALVATION ARMY WARM CLOTHING DRIVE. 

January 9th - 17th. 

Please bring your lightly used CLEAN coats, gloves, hats, hoodies, (winter 

outdoor clothing) and blankets to TL!C. There will be boxes designated in 
the lobby for these items. Thank you for reaching out and supporting our 

surrounding community! 



 

 

Children’s Ministry Newsletter 

2016 

Connie	Barnhart													childmin@thanks-giving.org										402-292-2695	 

FAITH MILESTONES 

First Graders and their parents will learn about the prayer that Jesus taught 

His disciples. The Lord’s Prayer provides an example of how we can talk to 

God. 

 

Class will be January 24, 2016 from 11:00am – 12:30pm in the Lower Level 

of the church.   

Presentation of the class will be held on Saturday, January 30 during the 

5:30pm service and Sunday, January 31 during the 8:15am and 11:00am 

services. 

 

   Register for this class at www.thanks-giving.org/faith-milestones 

SonShine Place Nursery is hiring!  If you love to play with children up to 3 years of age and/or cuddle 

babies and can work Tuesday mornings, Wednesday evenings and during worship services on       
Sunday, then please pick up an application at the nursery!  We are looking for people who are 

available during church related events that require the nursery to be open and also available for 
Saturday night worship service and Sunday worship services.   If you have any questions please     
contact the Nursery Director, Bonnie Carpenter, at 402-292-2695, Ext 403 or                                                

Bonnie.Carpenter@thanks-giving.org.  

Those of us who are honored to serve in the Wonderful World of Sunday School get to witness things 

that our smallest disciples say or do that touches our hearts.  Sometimes we laugh and sometimes 

we cry tears of joy about the children’s journey to become like Jesus. I would like to share one with 

you. 

For several years we have been using the Discipleship language that the adults (big people) use. 

We talk about what it looks like to become like Jesus, living our life up, in and out.  Part of our lessons 

about Jesus serving us have included activities that  they could participate in to serve others-their 

OUT. One way  would be to contribute to our offering using the optional Sunday School offering en-

velopes. When I opened the envelopes to count our week’s offering I came across an envelope 

from a kindergarten girl that made my heart sing.  It was clear that a parent had filled out the front 

of the envelope, but inside was a little zip lock bag with writing that was hers.  This is why we do 

what we do. 
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The first semester of Club 56 is winding down and we’ve been having a blast!  We’ve had an     

average of 30 students each week and learned about the talking donkey in the Bible, Elisha and 
the two bears and David dancing in the Streets.  We’ve also gathered as a community for some 

Madcow Paintball fun, a TP the Neighborhood Service Project to gather toilet paper for the     
Bellevue Food Pantry and we had some fun at the Bellevue Pumpkin Farm this fall.  Throughout all 
of this, we’ve had the pleasure of meeting Brooke Harre and having her lead and pour into the 

lives of our Club 56 students this semester!  The students have come to know and love her and she 

is truly a blessing to us all!  We would like to take this opportunity now to introduce her to all of you.  
 

Hello! My name is Brooke Harre and I have been a member of Thanksgiving since 
my family moved here in 1999.  I am a chiropractor, specializing in pediatrics, at 

Hoogeveen Chiropractic where I have the amazing opportunity to work for my    
father and brother, and alongside my husband, Logan.  My passion for spreading 
the word of God to youngsters started when I was at college in Lincoln, NE.  I was 

the female leader for middle school aged children at a Crossbridge Church. God 
spoke to me every week through those kiddos and I fell in love with that age 

group.  Now that I am moved back home I am excited to invest my time in the 
church that raised me! I chose Club 56 because I remember how important that 
time was for me.  Those are the years when children start building a personal        

relationship with God, and when they start asking the hard questions! It was so awesome for me to 
have someone I trusted to talk to about God other than my parents.  If I can be that for one child, 
then I have served a purpose! I thank you for trusting me with your children and I look forward to 

participating in their lives over the next few years! 

Club 56 Upcoming Dates:  

Family Ice Skating; January 10; 6:30pm-8:30pm; $5/person or $20/family, $5/vehicle to park Meet 
at Mahoney State Park  

Service Event; January 17; 2:00pm-4:00pm; Meet in the Youth Room 
Bowling @ Papio Bowl; February 21, 2:00pm-4:00pm; Drop Off and Pick up at Papio Bowl  
Movie Making; March 6; 2:00pm-4:00pm; Meet in the Youth Room 

Food Drive; March 20; 2:00pm-4:00pm; Meet in the Youth Room 
Papio Fun Park; April 3; 2:00pm-4:00pm; Meet at Papio Fun Park  

Service Event; April 17; 2:00pm-4:00pm; Meet in the Youth Room 
 
Save the Date!  

Recharge/Retreat at Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp; April 29-May 1 
Summer Camp; Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp; July 17-22 



 

 

High School Ministry (HSM), starting in the Spring, will begin to meet for one awesome event each 

month. Our vision to bring all of the D-teams together as a large family, have a blast together, and 

learn more deeply what it means to be a follower of Christ in our culture.  

At several of these events, we will be bringing in experts to talk about the tough subjects High School 
students want to know about.  For example: Does science contradict the Bible? Come and find out 

from the expert on February 21st.  

For the other speakers on March 13th and April 10th, we want to know what High School Students 

want to hear about. So if you have an idea about a topic you want talked about at HSM, let me 

know. My email is Jon.miller@thanks-giving.org.  

Save the Date:  

January 24th – HSM New Year Kick-off  
February 7th: -- Super Bowl Party 

February 21st – Speaker: Science Vs. the Bible? 
March 13th – Speaker: TBA  

April 10th – Speaker: TBA  

Greetings Jr. High Parents! 

Well, here it is the beginning of a new year already.  Jr. High Live! has been going strong all year on 

Wednesday nights from 6:30pm – 8:00pm in the Youth Room.  In the first semester, we had an overview 

to the Old Testament.  The second semester’s teaching will focus on lessons from the Youth Alpha course 

by Nicky Gumbel.  We’ll be covering topics including: Who is Jesus, How Does God Guide Us, and How Can 

I Make the Most Of the Rest of My Life?   
 

Our Sunday school lessons are held in the Youth Room Sunday mornings at 9:30am.  This semester, our 

focus will turn to Confirmation Lessons.  We call it “The Four Pillars of Faith – Confirming What We Be-

lieve”.  Our students will learn what we believe as Christians and why we believe it.  The topics we’ll be 

covering are: The Apostle’s Creed, Sacraments, Ten Commandments, and The Lord’s Prayer.  Parents and 

friends are encouraged to join us at any time!     
 

Lastly, we will be holding a parent/student meeting in January; we will have more information for you as 

it becomes available.   

Thanks for letting us minister to your kids! 

-Gary   

Upcoming Dates: 

January 10; 6:30pm-8:30pm; Fam-

ily Ice Skating;   

$5/person or $20/family, 

$5/vehicle to park Meet at Ma-

honey State Park  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Service Events:  

January 23; 1:00pm-3:00pm; Visit 

to the Eastern Nebraska Veter-

an’s Home 

February 18; Lenten Dinner  

March 13; 2:00pm-4:00pm; Hand 

out Easter Invites 

March 19; 12:00pm-2:00pm;      

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

March 27; Easter Breakfast  

Save the dates: 

April 8-9; Jr. High Retreat @ 

Kitaki; Cost $45  

May 13; 6:00pm-8:00pm; Confir-

mation Banquet 

May 15; Confirmation Sunday 

July 10-15; Summer Camp @ 

Okoboji 



 

 

On December 1, 2015, at 6:45pm, the Fifth Annual Advent by Candlelight 

was held.  There were 34 tables adorned with candlelight, festive table       
settings, fruit platters, and holiday treats prepared by the women of T!LC.  

There were 272 women that participated in this evening with singing and   
celebration of prayer and praise.  Entertainment by our Stringed Quartet was 
enjoyed before and during dessert. Prayer opened our evening with       

thanksgiving for the dedication and support by all who participated in      
making this evening memorable.  Special recognition was given to Thrivent 

for their generous financial support. 
 

The opening hymn Lift Up Your Eyes, was performed by the women of the T!LC choir and the         
Offuttaires. Mike Dunn and daughter Kristin Klaman sang a beautiful duet.  Joe Reed accompanied 

all the music on the piano. 
 

The drama presentation included six women of the Bible reading their life story in current day        

language depicting how God rewarded their patience by making them wait. During their story, Dr. 
Greg Hoogeveen read scripture that corresponded with their life story.  The evening festivities 
wrapped up with individual candles being lit off of the Advent wreath and the singing of Surely the 

Presence and Silent Night.   
 

I am the light of the word.  If you follow me, you won't have to walk in darkness,  

because you will have the light that leads to life."    

John 8:15 

A huge thank you goes out to everyone who helped me with this project, there’s absolutely no way 

over 130 boxes could have been donated without the help of every single person who gave money, 

toys, boxes, or made boxes themselves. This project was a huge success and it’s all thanks to each 

person who helped in any way, including those who helped me pack the boxes. Again, thank you 

all so much for making my Eagle Scout project a success. 

Sincerely, Collin Sullivan 

5th Annual Women’s Advent 



 

 

Happy New Year to all of you! Once again, the library had a surprise visit from an angel 

that left us more books that will be categorized and available soon. This librarian is anx-
ious to get the news out to everyone that you must come visit the library and make sure 

you look at the cart during the months ahead.   

Please continue to check your homes to see if you have any items checked out this year or in     

previous years and have yet to be returned as this list continues to grow. This holds true for all       
categories. Thank-you in advance for checking and to all those who returned items in November 

and December.  

This month we are featuring books for all ages in the Devotional and Spiritual Growth area. Why not 
help the young ones in your family get used to doing a daily devotion. These items are a good 

place to go if you are unable to do the “300” reading of the bible through next year.  

 

BOOKS – Devotional 

Bread for the Journey by Henri J.M. Nouwen:  “366 original, interlocking meditations sustain, build 

and inspire us on a yearlong voyage of spiritual discover.  

Great Is Thy Faithfulness by Larry Burkett: “Each straight forward daily meditation combines timeless 

scripture selections with real life stories, suggestions for The Spirited application and Larry’s       

thought-provoking personal comments.  

Women on faith daily devotional by Women of Faith: “A smile, an encouraging word, a story that 

sirs your soul, an insight from the Bible that relates to your everyday life.” 

 

BOOKS – Spiritual Growth 

Shattered Dreams by Larry Crabb: “Learn how to look through life’s tragedies and see the lavish 

blessings God has for you.” 

Spirit Controlled Living by Clark Gopthern:  “Get a grip on emotions and impulses. Find spiritual     

serenity.”  

A Love Worth Giving by Max Lucado: “Finding it hard to love? Someone in your world is hard to    

forgive? Is patience an endangered species? Kindness a forgotten virtue? If so you may have      

forgotten a step – an essential first step. Living loved!” Read and find out!  

God is in the Hard Stuff by Bruce & Stan: “God understands what you’re going through. He knows 

all. Read and find out!  

God is in the Small Stuff  by Bruce & Stan: “ God is a big God who cares about even the small stuff”. 

 

The Library Corner is undergoing its yearly clean up and organizational period so soon you will be 
able to find new and exciting items on the shelves. We look forward to you coming in and           

exploring all it has to offer.  This area should be on the top of your list as “free entertainment” for 

you and your family.  

God’s peace and blessings to you in this New Year! –  

Vicki D 

The T!LC Library Corner 

January 2016 



 

 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249; Usher Captains (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 
             (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 
             (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  
             (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

JANUARY  WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team         Ushers All of January 

January 2 & 3 Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 1 Molly & Gary Baumert  Kermit Erikson, Kirk Maynard,  

           Tom Turner, Frank Mitchell 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 2 Boever & Finerty     9:30am Chuck & Maxine Scott,  
           Dennis Lutterman, Frank Pasteka 

            11:00am  Rob Madden, Tom Tritsch, 
            Al & Jeanne Zamiska 

January 9 & 10 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  3 Rhonda Wiebers & Chrys Frey 

January 16 & 17 Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  4 Deb Brandt 

January 23 & 24 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  5 Lisa Sager 

January 30 & 31 

5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  1 Pam Engelbart & Sue Hoogeveen 



 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 01/27   Lori   Woodard  

 01/27   Angela   Wolken  

 01/27   Blake   Schaaf  

 01/28   Macie   Nichols  

 01/28   Robert   Jensen  

 01/29   Wendy   Ellis  

 01/29   Tina   Haeder  

 01/29   Jane   Lewis  

 01/29   Kimberly   Ecklund  

 01/29   Elizabeth   Kinzer  

 01/29   Rilee   Albanez  

 01/30   Gisela   Lacy  

 01/30   Jana   Koth  

 01/31   Magnus   Johnson  

 01/31   Melanie   Anderson  

 01/31   Emma   Evans  

 01/12   Tate   Gauchat  

 01/12   Angela   Bowman  

 01/12   Nick   Greiner  

 01/13   Jessica   Hicks  

 01/13   Ryan   Dick  

 01/14   Michael   Smith  

 01/14   Kjersten   Schuttler  

 01/14   Jenna   Lempke  

 01/14   Michael   Duros  

 01/14   Kirsten   Grove  

 01/14   Toni   Logan  

 01/15   Andrew   Zamiska  

 01/15   Kelly   Lucis  

 01/15   Taylor   Wiitanen  

 01/16   Deb   Dydyk  

 01/16   Mallory   Carnley  

 01/16   Frank   Bruch  

 01/16   Leslie   Mason  

 01/17   Rachel   Smith  

 01/17   Kari   Balaberda  

 01/17   Grace   Overby  

 01/17   Larry   Wedel  

 01/17   Aaron   Atkins  

 01/18   Austin   Klausen  

 01/18   Jenny   Fundus  

 01/18   Phillip   Marburger  

 01/19   Hannah   Velehradsky  

 01/19   Darrel   Jensen  

 01/19   Rachel   Sager  

 01/20   Kirk   Mass  

 01/20   Jill   Hoeft  

 01/20   Sarah   Aschenbrenner  

 01/21   Matt   Neumann  

 01/21   Jason   Ragone  

 01/21   Shelby   Kauk  

 01/21   Dennis   O'Connell  

 01/21   Breck   Williams  

 01/21   Carter   Brandt  

 01/22   Kristen   Lee  

 01/22   Corky   Rice  

 01/22   Tyler   Fay  

 01/22   Gerrit   VanSteenbergen  

 01/22   Aaron   Homme  

 01/23   Connor   VanOrman  

 01/23   Laura   Jackson  

 01/23   Stephen   Burkholder  

 01/23   Rudi   Thrasher  

 01/23   Jimmy   Ganger  

 01/23   Jeanie   Shipman  

 01/24   Joy   Lee  

 01/24   Christy   Finley  

 01/24   Larry   Sand  

 01/24   Karen   Harned  

 01/24   Dawn   Dramse  

 01/24   Eric   Carlson  

 01/24   Dave   Rickers  

 01/25   Linda   Simodynes  

 01/25   Carson   Ahlers  

 01/25   Karli   Ahlers  

 01/26   Hudson   Willrich  

 01/26   Emilia   Toelle  

 01/26   Jazlynn   Ferry  

 01/27   Stephanie   Burkholder  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
01/01   Chloe   Mohr  

 01/01   Daniel   Bior  

 01/01   Ralph   Boyce  

 01/01   Greg   Schneider  

 01/02   Charles   Scott  

 01/02   Lisa   Peterson  

 01/02   Elly   Dow  

 01/02   Kevin   O'Donnell  

 01/02   Kayla   Brooks  

 01/02   Ailey   Marburger  

 01/03   Lacey   Cedillo  

 01/03   Douglas   Roe  

 01/03   Bill   Clausen  

 01/03   Nicholas   Schriever  

 01/03   Makayla   Lewis  

 01/03   Steve   Lebedz  

 01/04   Jennifer   Ventura  

 01/04   Kathy   Zaloudek  

 01/04   Carol   Coy  

 01/04   Scarlet   Patterson  

 01/05   Brett   Engelbart  

 01/05   William   Coy  

 01/05   Marsha   Schneider  

 01/05   Samantha   Lodes  

 01/05   Audrey   Martin  

 01/06   Frances   Taylor  

 01/06   Amy   Hegarty  

 01/06   Megan   Brannen  

 01/06   Denny   Crain  

 01/06   Jack   Irwin  

 01/06   Christopher   Buck  

 01/06   Corey   Dyrstad  

 01/06   Janet   Larson  

 01/06   Michael   Jarvis  

 01/06   Megan   Schaaf  

 01/06   Barbara   Johnson  

 01/07   Greg   Ryba  

 01/07   John   Taylor  

 01/07   John   Johnson  

 01/07   Marlee   Ferguson  

 01/07   Maren   Ferguson  

 01/08   Rachel   Betz  

 01/08   Chong Cha   Furby  

 01/09   Joyce   Kamrath  

 01/09   Hunter   Tonn  

 01/09   Easton   Scofield  

 01/09   Ron   Brockhaus  

 01/10   Cassie   Broniecki  

 01/10   Thomas   Schwendtner  

 01/10   Nancy   Pierce  

 01/10   Tom   Culbertson  

 01/10   Walter   Marz  

 01/11   Daniel   Muckey  

 01/11   Elijah   Cameron  

 01/11   Sheri   Heckens  

 01/11   Kristine   Wiebelhaus  

 01/11   Lauren   Hull  

 01/11   Emily   Rohn  

 01/11   Jackson   Dorn  

 01/12   Logan   Jenison  

 01/12   John   Thomas  

 01/12   Jaden   Dramse  

 01/12   Emily   Phillips  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
01/15/1954 Robert & Louise Ramsey 

01/02/1959 Gerald & Phyllis Leseberg 

01/16/1971 Joe & June Towne 

01/30/1971 Tex & Shari Teixeira 

01/22/1972 Johann & Kathy Onnen 

01/04/1975 Keith & Karen Carlson 

01/19/1979 Joe & Julie Fullenkamp 

01/03/1983 Maurice & Patricia Schriever 

01/26/1985 Kirk & Pam Engelbart 

01/03/1987 Trevor & Becky Peacock 

01/19/1990 Charles & Deborah Kinzer 

01/14/1992 Corey & Jennnifer Weitzel 

01/07/1995 Steve & Kathy Broniecki 

01/03/1998 Mike & Melanie Anderson 

01/07/2005 Greg & Rose Ryba 

01/19/2008 Jason & Amy Isaacson 

BAPTISM 

SYMPATHY 

Sunday, November 29, 2015 

McKinley Rose Moore, daughter of 

Caitliin & Andrew Moore. Sponsors are 

Alex Moore, Olivia Sztochmal & Sydney 

Sztochmal. 

 
Sunday December 27, 2015 

Gavin Jack and Thane Scott Power 

Schnosenberg.  

Son’s of Eric Schnosenberg and 

Michelle Power.  Sponsors are Randall 
Power, Darren Power, Jennifer Power, 

Robert Schnosenberg, Katherine 

Wolfe. 

Patricia Sohm and Family in the 

death of her husband, Bob, on 

November 24, 2015.   



 

 

The February 

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  

Friday, January 15 
 

 

 

 

For Care 

Ministry 

Assistance . . 

During Church 

Office Hours: 

Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 

Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice 
mail number 402.292.7633 and 
leave a message. Rhonda Rupert, 
Care Ministry Coordinator 
will  contact you. 

 Dates to Remember: 

 
December 31 & January 1 - TLC Office Closed 

   Happy New Year! 
 

January 9-17 -  Warm Clothing Drive 
 
January 10 - Adult Education begins. Reading the 

Book of Mark-9:30am in the Heritage Sanctuary 
 

January 10 - Youth Ministry Family Skate Night at   
Mahoney State Park 
 

January 14 - Life Line Screening 
 
January 23-27 - Thankski Trip 

 
January 24 - Life Group Celebration 

 
January 24 - Faith Milestones - 1st Grade (The Lord’s 
  Prayer) 

 
January 25 - Cleansing Stream Registration Deadline 

 
January 31 - A Celebration of Pastor Bruce’s Ministry. 

Women’s Book Study will meet at 

the Tregaron home of Charlaine 
Schmidt at 7:00 PM on Monday, 

January 11th. To reach Charlaine’s 
house at 13406 Tregaron Circle, 
take 25th Street South, turning left at 

Fairview Road (Pilgrim Lutheran 
Church) and left at Tregaron Drive. Go straight, after 

passing the stop sign at Spencer Street, the Schmidt 
home will be on the left. (Tregaron Drive becomes 
Tregaron Circle). 

 
Study leader Karen Rowell has asked us to complete 
week five (pages 41 through 52) and week six (pages 

53 through 66) of the Having a Mary Spirit Study Guide. 
We will view the accompanying DVD. 

 
Questions? Call or email Charlaine (402-619-5517; 
schmidtcharl@yahoo.com) or co-hostess Lynn Erickson 

(402-293-1174; (erickson1174@msn.com). If you cannot 
attend, please let one of the above know. 

 
We look forward to seeing you and remind you that 
this is a scent free evening. 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: sara.zivny@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May….. 

∗ Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

∗ Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 

∗ Youth Sunday School  9:30am 

∗ Adult Sunday School 9:30am 

∗ Wednesday Night Awana (PreK—6th grade) 

∗ Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

∗ Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 

Office Manager   Sara Zivny 

Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 

RTF Ministry Director  Lisa  Zaloudek 

Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Children’s Ministry Director  

Kidz Church Leaders  Richard Zolnowski/Traci Johnson 

Awana Director   Lisa Sager, Meagan Cinfel 

Student Ministry Director  Pastor David Witkop 

Student Ministry Admin Asst. Kelly Marz 

Nursery Director   Bonnie Carpenter 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 
 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 

 

 

OUR IDENTITY STATEMENT 
We are followers of Christ who aspire to Be Like Jesus in every way, living life Up, In and Out! 
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