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My name is Julie Ann Wiek and I’d like to share about the amazing way God is changing my life.  
Even though I had been raised in a church, I had no identity as a child of God.  I was raised in a 
very legalistic rules based church – very reminiscent of the Pharisees.  From a young age of 8-10, I 
wanted to know more about the Bible and who God was.  My questions weren’t being addressed 
in my church upbringing so I began asking my girlfriend and her dad, who described himself as a 
‘born again’ Christian.  They were glad to answer my questions.  They even gave me a beautiful 
Bible - but my family threw a fit and made me get rid of it.  It wasn’t the right kind of Bible.  I       
wondered why we all just couldn’t be Christians!   

 
I was taught that God was loving but that didn’t correlate with my          
experience that God would judge me if I didn’t follow the rules and do 
everything just right.  My Religion and family were clear, I was going to hell 
if I didn’t follow the rules. I grew up very broken.  There was a lot of abuse 
and neglect in my life.  The people who were abusing and abandoning 
me didn’t often say it, but they were clear that I was in a loving home.  I 
didn’t understand how that was ‘love’.  I have been fighting against that 
for over 50 years – becoming more and more frustrated.  To say that I was 
angry at the world is a huge understatement! 
 

I hadn’t attended church for several years when my husband invited me to attend T!LC with him 
last year.  We had separated and he had found T!LC through a Divorce Support group.  We were 
considering reconciliation so I decided to give it a try – and I found the church I was looking for!  
Bible based not rule based.  I felt community when I walked in.  Here was a Church that was not 
just a building.  It was about discipleship.  It was missionary – to heal the sick and care for ‘the least 
of these’  -just like Jesus said.  It wasn’t just repetition.  It was actionable!  Living what the Bible said.   
 
There was access to study and explore the Bible – what I had longed for as a child!  I attended 
Covenant and Kingdom classes.  I discovered I’d been working that identity triangle backwards – 
trying to earn my salvation when in fact Jesus had already done that so I didn’t have to!  For the 
first time I began to understand the concept of Grace.   I wanted more so I attended Pastor 
Glenn’s Bible studies.  I learned about the fruit of the Spirit: Love, Kindness, Patience, Joy, Good-
ness, Gentleness, Faithfulness, Peace, and Self-Control.  I completely lacked those!  Especially   
lacking were patience, kindness, joy, and self-control.   Was it possible to have those?   
 
I felt God leading me to do RTF ministry but was encouraged to attend Cleansing Stream first.  
More rules I thought!  I was cautious but decided to take advantage of other opportunities to draw 
closer to God while waiting for the next Cleansing Stream.  I went for Barnabas prayer seeking 
healing for years of hurt.  Then I decided to attend the Silent Retreat.  That was life changing!  
Amazing!  I’ll never again miss a Silent Retreat!   



 

 

The Retreat facilities at St. Benedict are gorgeous.  The environment exudes Christ.  You can feel the 
power of prayer.  All the fruits of the Spirit are embodied there.  The teaching sessions focused on 
Love verses in the Scriptures and it was there that I learned what Love truly is.  I had a huge kairos mo-
ment!  I heard God speaking, “You know how to be a Catholic but you do not know how to be a 
Christian”.  I wasn’t  sure who the rest of God was and how to know him more, but I knew I needed to 
so I talked to Pastor Bruce.  He recommended the book Good & Beautiful God.  I read that and the 
entire 3 book series!  I discovered that I knew about God but I didn’t know how to be His.  I discov-
ered that being a Christian, following Christ, is all about having a personal relationship with Him and 
living out His teachings.  I discovered that God IS Love and it’s not do as I say but do as I do.  This is 
how to Love – this is how God loves us!  
 
God revealed to me that just because somebody doesn’t love you the way you deserve doesn’t 
mean you’re unworthy of being loved the way you deserve.  God said, “I love you the way you de-
serve – always!!  Now I know that I don’t have to experience less than that.  Even if only God and I 
love that way – it is enough.  I discovered that the Love I sought all my life was already there.  God 
loved me that way even before I was born! 
 
I did attend Cleansing Stream.  Learning more about how I was loved, that I have an identity as a 
child of God, has deeply healed me of ‘old stuff’.  I’m no longer disconnected.   Now that I walk in 
God’s love, the fruits of the Spirit just flow.  Things I’ve never had before like peace, patience, joy, and 
self-control.  I no longer have to strive for these things – they’re just there!  People have noticed a 
change in me.  Never before had anyone said to me, ‘You’re so nice, that was so kind”.  Now they 
do! 
 
After one of the prayer sessions during the Cleansing Stream Retreat, I asked God what His Word for 
me was.  I felt drawn to the story in Nehemiah 4:15-17 about rebuilding the walls in Jerusalem.  The 
Israelites built with one hand and carried a sword in the other.  Build and defend.  Take back legal 
ground from the enemy.  Life breaks us sometimes.  Life doesn’t set these bones right so sometimes 
God uses a process of re-breaking so He can set things right.  But when God heals it’s as if it was nev-
er broken!  Because of all my wounds I didn’t trust God to answer my prayers so I tried to control eve-
rything in my life.  That has changed.  I now trust everything to God and I don’t try to control any-
more…or if I do I say, ‘God, I’m sorry.  I’m leaving everything to you.’  I am no longer the person my 
life circumstances made me.  Now I pray, ‘Jesus, make me the person You designed me to be.” And 
I hear Jesus say, ‘Yah, we can do that!’ 
 
I’m now doing Restoring the Foundations (RTF) Thorough Format Ministry.  I’m in recovery (rebuilding 
the foundations of my life and learning how to use the sword of the Spirit – just like in Nehemiah.)   
Kairos keep coming.  I walk in it every day.  No longer is my life about protecting myself so nobody 
can break me anymore.  Now it’s all about being who God created me to be – whatever that is! 

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Saturday, February 13, 2016 at 7pm.   

Worship from 5:30pm-6:30pm with the Annual Meeting to follow. 



 

 

2016 Lenten Schedule 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES will be held on Wednesday,          
February 10 at 6:30am in the Heritage Sanctuary, 6:00pm 
and 7:30pm in the Family Life Center. 
 

THURSDAY EVENING MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES will be held        
beginning Thursday, February 18 at 7:00pm.  Services will be 
held in the Family Life Center.  Our series title and weekly 
themes are printed below.   
 

STORIES FROM THE PASSION 
 

Thursday  February 18 
 The Most Beautiful Sacrifice  7:00pm Family Life Center 
Thursday  February 25 
 Bloody Hands, Troubled Soul  7:00pm Family Life Center 
Thursday  March 3 
 True and False Prophecy   7:00pm Family Life Center 
Thursday  March 10  
 Hail!  Your King!    7:00pm Family Life Center 
Thursday  March 17   
 My God, My God…...Why?  7:00pm Family Life Center 
 

LENTEN OFFERING—Our Mid-Week offerings will once again be given in their entirety to Sarpy 
County Habitat for Humanity.  T!LC’s generous financial contributions and many volunteers 
to Habitat for Humanity’s work have been vital in brining affordable housing to families in our 
community. 
 

LENTEN DINNERS—TLC ministry groups will be hosting our Mid Week Lenten Dinners.  They will be 
held on Thursday evenings from 5:30pm to 6:45pm.   Each week the menu will be Soup or 
Chili, bread, salad and dessert.  
 

Thursday February 18 Student Ministry  Camp Scholarships 
Thursday February 25 Heller Life Group   
Thursday March 3  Boy Scout Troop 231 Camp Scholarships  
Thursday March 10 REACH Life Group   
Thursday March 17  St Patrick’s Day Dinner Easter Breakfast 

 
Holy Week Schedule 
Maundy Thursday  March 24 7:00pm Family Life Center 
Good Friday  March 25 7:00pm Family Life Center 
 
Easter Sunday  March 27 
Sunrise Service   7:00am    Family Life Center 
Contemporary Services  9:30 & 11:00   Family Life Center 
Traditional Services  8:30am & 10:00am  Heritage Sanctuary 
 
**Easter Breakfast served in the Lower Level Gathering Room from 8:00am—10:00am.  If you are able 
to assist in any way please contact Gary Olson at gary.olson@thanks-giving.org or 402-292-2695 



 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE 
Senior Pastor’s 2016 Annual Report 

 

I am so very excited about T!LC’s future! Through the wise guidance of Dr. James Pence (Walkalong 
Consulting), the information and facts (organizational intelligence) gleaned from the Church          
Assessment Tool (CAT), the hard work of the Strategic Planning Team, further input from the          
congregation, and the oversight and direction of the Congregation Council; God has given us great 
clarity as we move forward into 2016. 
 

The Church Assessment Tool results, based on 570 responses from our church family members, revealed 
a number of encouraging and helpful facts.    

Congregational Health – T!LC scored in the Transformational Quadrant (High Energy and High        
Satisfaction). This is the healthy quadrant where we want to be, but there is certainly room for us 
to grow in greater levels of both energy and satisfaction. 

 

Governance - While the congregation trusts the leadership of the church, there is a desire for more 
openness and input from the congregation in the decision making processes.  

 

Financial Stewardship – 70% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed with the statement, “On the 
whole, I am in favor of having an annual stewardship appeal.” In addition, 32% agreed or     
strongly agreed with the statement, “My total financial giving to the church in the next year is 
likely to be higher.” Both of these statements were backed up by a very strong response to our 
2015 fall stewardship appeal. 

 

Spiritual Vitality – This was our healthiest index, and one of the highest our consultant has ever seen. 
Notice the following four statements and the percent of respondents who agreed or strongly 
agreed. 1) “My spiritual experiences often impact the way I look at life.” (86.3%)  2) “My spirituality 
is really the basis of my whole approach to life.” (74.5%)  3) “I experience the presence of God in 
my life.” (88.5%)  4) “I work to connect my faith to all the other aspects of my life. (79.4%)          
Furthermore, only 6.2% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed with the negative statement, 
“Although my faith is important to me, there are other things more pressing in my life right now.” 
The responses in this area are very encouraging and, I believe, are a confirmation of the spiritual 
growth and life transformation which has resulted from our discipleship initiatives which we have 
implemented during the last seven years. 

 

Four Priorities – The CAT survey also revealed four strategic priorities for our immediate future, each of 
which led to recommendations from our Strategic Planning Team (SPT).  A fifth strategic priority also 
came from the SPT. 
 

Community – “Create more opportunities for people to form meaningful relationships.”  This desire 
confirmed a need which we had sensed and which we were already in the process of planning 
to address through the Life Group initiative which we launched last fall. While Life Groups will be 
the primary vehicle for providing community, we will also create and foster formal and informal 
opportunities for our church family to experience community through other venues such as      
retreats, classes, dinners, events, and social gatherings. The recommendation of the Strategic 
Planning Team is to hire a Life Group Director.  

 

Connections – “Develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to reach new people and        
incorporate them into the church.”  Not only do we want to connect new people and our       
existing church family members into community at T!LC, but we also want to provide guidance in 
our discipleship pathways, and help them to identify their spiritual gifts and connect them in      
ministry teams. The recommendation of the Strategic Planning Team is to hire a Connections    
Director. 

 

Lay Ministry – “Strengthen the process by which members are called and equipped for ministry and 
leadership.”  We want to move from being primarily a “staff driven ministry” to more of a “shared 



 

 

ministry with laity” model. There will be a major emphasis in 2016 on ministry team creation, and 
training for lay leadership of those teams. The recommendation of the Strategic Planning Team is 
to hire an Adult Ministry Director. 

 

Care and Healing – “Develop ministries that work towards healing those broken by life’s           
circumstances.”  We will focus on recruiting, training and reactivating lay Care Ministers, seek to 
more fully utilize our trained Barnabas Ministers, and continue to train and certify our Restoring 
the Foundations ministers. We are currently understaffed in this area. The recommendation of 
the Strategic Planning Team is to add a Care Ministry Team Director. 

 

Communications – Throughout the work of the Strategic Planning Team there was an awareness of 
the need for us to do a much better job of telling the powerful stories of life transformation       
occurring in our midst. We want to find ways to make wiser and more effective use of our       
newsletter, website, the weekly bulletin, graphic arts/design, videos, and social media. The      
recommendation of the Strategic Planning Team is to add a Communications Director.  

 

Pastor Bruce Kotila begins God’s Living Stones – Through much prayer and discernment Pastor Bruce 
Kotila left our staff at the end of December to launch a new ministry named God’s Living Stones. While 
T!LC will continue to contract with Pastor Bruce for his time to lead retreats and various training events 
for our people; he will now be freed up to expand the same ministry to other churches in the region. His 
wife Barb will also be partnering with Pastor Bruce in the ministry and especially with Restoring the    
Foundations. Pastor Bruce’s seven year ministry with us has had a direct impact on the strong spiritual 
vitality which we see in our congregation today. He has helped to lead us into new spiritual frontiers of 
hearing God’s voice, and prayer ministry which has resulted in spiritual and physical healing and      
greater freedom in Christ for many members of our church family and neighbors in our community. T!LC 
will be giving partial financial support to God’s Living Stones through our benevolence dollars, much 
like we have provided financial support for a number of different missionaries over the years. This is a 
big step of faith for Pastor Bruce and Barb. Please keep them and their children, Katie and Nathan, in 
your prayers. In addition, if God blesses you in such a way as to be able to financially support their     
ministry, your checks to God’s Living Stones, are tax    deductible.  
 

A Third Pastor – Pastor Bruce’s departure leaves T!LC with only two pastors. Based upon studies showing 
a need for a third pastor for a church our size, and upon input for the congregation, the Congregation 
Council, and our senior leadership, we believe we should call a third pastor to lead Youth and Family 
Ministry and to lead ministry initiatives to the millennial generation. 
 

Connie Barnhart graciously agreed to lead Children’s Ministry for us throughout this school year. She will 
be retiring for sure at the end of May, and Molly Miller will be assuming her responsibilities.  Connie, a 
retired public school teacher, has served faithfully among us as she has ministered to our children and 
their parents in creative and wonderful ways. We will have a chance in the spring to again express our 
appreciation to Connie.  
 

Major Capital Appeal – Based upon input from the congregation, the Congregation Council, has given 
permission to move forward with a major capital appeal with a goal to raise approximately $1.5M. We 
will be working with Mark Blackmore from RSI Stewardship, a professional stewardship enrichment firm 
which works primarily with churches and other non-propfit institutions. The goals of the appeal will be to 
eliminate the remainder of T!LC’s debt ($1M) by December 2018, to replace reserve dollars used to    
repair the retaining wall along the South Campus Building ($100K), to provide initial funding for T!LC’s 
Endowment Trust ($200K), and for a number of capital improvements ($200K) including a new roof for 
the Family Life Center. This will free and position our congregation in three years to consider many new 
strategic initiatives for our future! More than any of these admirable goals, the appeal will also be a 
wonderful opportunity for our church family to grow in greater generosity as a faith response to God’s 
amazing grace and abundant resources for our lives! 
 

Thank You! – Finally, on behalf of our T!LC staff, we thank you for your prayers, kind words of           
encouragement, and for your faithful partnership in the ministry and mission which God has given us 
together!   

Pastor Glenn Harless 



 

 

Discipleship Pathways 
Lisa Zaloudek 

Lisa.zaloudek@thanks-giving.org 

 

The Cleansing Stream Basic Seminar and Retreat is an experience designed to        
introduce believers in Jesus Christ to the basic tenets of discipleship that lay a     
foundation for continued spiritual growth and position us for a life of victory over sin, 
the temptations of the world, and the devil’s schemes.   

Cleansing Stream Basic Seminar meets Wednesdays in the T!LC Preschool Room 
February 3 – April 27, 2016, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Seminar Cost: $56 for Seminar Workbook & “Bait of Satan” 
Cleansing Stream Retreat will be held at TLC April 22 and 23, 2016 
Retreat Cost: $50 ($40 for alumni).  Fee includes workbook & Saturday lunch. 
 

Registration forms are available at the T!LC Welcome Center or register online at Thanks-giving.org.  For 
more information please contact Lisa Zaloudek at Lisa.Zaloudek@Thanks-giving.org or call the    T!LC 
Church Office at 402-292-2695.   
Seminar Registration Deadline is Monday, January 25, 2016 
 

The Cleansing Stream Discipleship course is designed for those who would like to 
continue their Cleansing Stream journey.  If you have already completed the Basic 
Cleansing Stream Seminar & Retreat, you are ready to begin the next level of       
discipleship.   

This course is now being offered at the Bellevue Christian Center on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month 
beginning January 12 through June 28 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.   If you are interested please contact Lisa 
Zaloudek at Lisa.Zaloudek@Thanks-giving.org or call the T!LC Church Office at 402-292-2695 to register.  
There is a $45 charge for the CSD workbook.  Seminar Topics are listed below: 
Jan. 12 & 26—Jesus Christ the Deliverer   February 9 &23—The Blood of Jesus   March 8 & 22—The Call to Intercede 
April 12 & 26—Warfare Intercession   May 10 & 24—The Name of Jesus     Jun 14 & 28—The Sword of the Spirit 
 

Doorway to Discovery Silent Retreat is a guided retreat that includes a mix of        
worship, prayer, teaching, reflection and extended periods of silence for the purpose 
of allowing God to teach you to pray, and to pray more effectively. 
Teaching and reflection times will follow the invocation, various petitions and 
benediction of the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13). 

Meets at St. Benedict Center in Schuyler, Nebraska 
Thursday, March 10th beginning at 6:00 p.m. to Sunday, March 13th ending at 12:00 p.m.  Retreat Cost:  
240 for lodging and meals. 
For registration information visit the God’s Living Stones website at www.godslivingstones.org 

Rav Nate Seitlebach, Pastor for the Hope of Zion (Adat) Messianic congregation in Omaha  
Hope of Zion Congregation presents Jordan & Israel 12 Day Inspirational Tour 

May 31 - June 11, 2016 
Contact Rav Nate at ravnate@adat.org if interested in going on this trip 
Price, per person: $3,899 (Double Occupancy)  Single Supplement: Add $730  

Departs: Eppley Airport, Omaha 
 

Highlights include: 
Israel; Jordan - Petra 
Caesarea, Megiddo & Nazareth 
Capernaum, Dan, Caesarea Philippi & Mount of Beatitudes 
Jordan River Baptism Site, Beth Shean, Amman;  Mt. Nebo, Madaba, Petra 
Red Sea, Timna Valley, Masada, Dead Sea;  Qumran, Abraham's Tent, Jerusalem 
Upper Room, Wailing Wall, Temple Institute, Yad Vashem 
Temple Mount, Southern Wall, Rabbinical Tunnels, Way of Suffering 
Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Garden Tomb, Israeli Museum 



 

 

New Dinner Fellowship Group Beginning 
 

Ivan and Becki Abdouch “host” a monthly dinner 
club for    T!LC adults who are for a way to make new 
friendships within the church.  
 

The club will meet the second Sunday of each month 
in a different member’s home who will serve as the hosts for the month. (Becki and Ivan will provide 
the home for members not able to host it in their home). The designated host couple for month will 
be responsible for the main dish and everyone else will sign up for sides, desserts, etc. The first club 
meeting will be on Sunday, January 10. Space is limited to  ten people so please sign up early if you 
are interested by contacting Becki at abecki@hotmail.com or 402-331-4561.  If you are interested in 
forming a dinner club, please contact Janine Wegner at janine.weger@thanks-giving.org. 
 

Monthly Ladies Lunch Bunch 
 

Are you looking for an easy opportunity to connect with other women at T!LC? Beginning in          
January, there will be a monthly “Ladies Lunch Bunch” who will get together for lunch at a local   
restaurant. This outing is intended for adults only. If you would like more information, please contact 
Becki Abdouch at abecki@hotmail.com or 402-331-4561. 

Beth Moore is coming to Omaha!   
Save the date for April 15th and 16th. 
 

Lifeway.com/livingproof for more details.        
Purchase tickets yourself, but you can contact 
Barbara Olson for information about a T!LC 
group attending together! 
 
barbarajill2002@yahoo.com 



 

 

Line Item December December YTD YTD Line Item December December YTD YTD

Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 97,901.00 116,008.00 1,146,959.00 1,285,172.00 Facility/Operations 39,474.34 30,635.00 496,208.27 396,601.00

Non‐pledged Giving 68,114.00 30,486.00 540,117.00 345,849.00 Ministry 65,160.29 51,329.00 552,983.10 553,250.00

Other Revenue 24,322.00 166,455.00 304,614.00 303,778.00 Personnel 90,172.18 81,555.00 984,452.28 984,948.00

Ministry Challenge 9,845.09 9,845.09 9,845.09 9,845.09

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 32,108.56 0.00

Total Income 200,182.09 322,794.09 2,033,643.65 1,944,644.09 Total Expense 194,806.81 163,519.00 2,033,643.65 1,934,799.00

Income Expense

General Fund ‐ December 2015

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church
General Fund 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org 

“Staying the Course” 
Is the name of our 2-year capital campaign that began the weekend of May 4, 2014. Like our former 
capital campaign, the goal of Staying the Course will be debt reduction as we continue to retire the 
mortgage on the Family Life Center.  Estimates of giving received were; 102 estimates of giving for 
$249,074 over a 2-year period.  Actual contributions received through December 2015 were 
$317,550.80 or 127.5% of the estimates of giving. Additional principal payments from the Pathway to 
Freedom campaign and Staying the Course campaign (May 2012 - December 2015) now total 
$716,537.36 and has saved approximately $502,798 in interest payments over the loan period and    
effectively reduces the loan period by seventeen years and seven months.  We will continue to make 
regular additional principal payments from the Staying the Course capital campaign as they are     
received.   
 

Christmas Eve Offering 
As a reminder to all of us that Joseph and Mary were in need of shelter that first Christmas night, all of 
the contributions received during Christmas Eve services which totaled $17,741 was split between the 
Open Door Mission and the T!LC Emergency Fund to support individuals and families in need of shelter 
in our local community.  
 

2016 Offering Envelopes 
Offering envelopes for 2016 were again sent to our Covenant/Kingdom partners via the U.S. Postal 
Service.  If you did not receive envelopes please contact Harold Carlson. 
 

Annual Meeting and the 2016 Budget 
The 2016 annual meeting of the congregation will be Saturday, February 13, 2016 at 6:45 pm in the 
Family Life Center immediately following services Saturday night. Copies of the 2016 proposed budget 
will be available for review at the welcome center. 
 

Simply Giving 
Did you know that T!LC has the ability to receive electronic funds transfers (EFT) through a program 
called Simply Giving?  Simply Giving is a safe and reliable electronic funds transfer program. To enroll 
go to our website (www.thanks-giving.org) and click on “Give” at the top right hand corner at the top 
of the home page. You can also contact our Simply Giving Coordinator, Harold Carlson at the church 
office at 402-292-2695 or harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org for more information. 
 

Automobile Donation Needed 
Do you or someone that you know, have a reliable automobile that could be donate to T!LC?  We 
continue to receive requests from families in need of reliable transportation.  Please contact Harold 
Carlson at the church office for more information. 
 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please feel free to e-mail me at call me at the 
church or stop by my office.     



 

 

NOTES FROM THE T!LC FINANCE MINISTRY 
 

Happy New Year!  Thank you to those of you who are using your offering envelopes.  
That really helps us record your contributions correctly.  Need envelopes?  We have 
some for you; contact Harold Carlson at the church office at 402-292-2695, or har-
old@thanks-giving.org. 
 
Your envelopes have different numbers each year.  For those of you making your gifts 
through online banking, if you update your envelope number in the template for T!LC, it 
will help us credit your payment to the correct person.  Thank you for taking a minute to 
do that.  You can also save a note in the template if you want your contribution split 
between funds. 
 
Please list your current address on your checks, even if you need to hand-write it.  We 
realize people move, and it takes time to get new checks printed.  We want to send 
your giving statement to the correct address, and we strive to credit all of your contri-
butions to the right person.  Address changes and name changes can be noted on the 
attendance slips, as well, and the office staff will update your records. 
 
A couple of notes about check writing . . . . whether you are writing a check to T!LC, or 
anyone else, choose a pen with either black or blue ink.  Modern check processing uti-
lizes scanned images of your checks.  Checks written with colored ink scan as blank 
checks.  The colored ink on the check is invisible on the scanned image.  Extra handling 
is required to process those checks. And while every check you write to T!LC will be pro-
cessed for the intended amount, you can imagine that there is a heightened oppor-
tunity for fraud with a check that scans as blank.  Just make it a habit - - always - - to 
use black or blue ink.   If you are giving to a special offering, please make your check 
out to T!LC, with the designated fund noted on the memo line.  And do take a mo-
ment, after writing any check, to confirm both of the amounts, the date, and your sig-
nature. 
 
If you have an eye for detail, are a good proof-reader, can operate a ten-key adding 
machine or do data entry, we would welcome your help!  If you are interested in trying 
out our ministry, contact me a jgladbach@cox.net, or 402-292-4201. 
 
Thank you for your generous support of the ministries of Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church. 
 
 
       Julie Gladbach 
       T!LC Financial Secretary 



 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE 
 

As the new year begins, church leadership has been working on many initiatives and plans to be 
able to implement the strategic vision for 2016. Below is a summary of 
the status of major initiatives from the strategic planning process: 
 
NEW POSITIONS 
There were five new positions that the strategic planning team             
recommended: 
 Life Group Director: Janine Wegner will continue to function as the 

Life Group Director. There are no plans at this time to advertise for 
that position. 

 Adult Ministry Director-temporary: If the budget is approved at the annual meeting, Janine 
Wegner will function in this position for no more than 15 months. Towards the end of 2016, the 
council and senior leadership will determine if there continues to be a need for this type of      
position. If so, the position will be open for new applications. 

 Communications Director: Through some connections with other churches and Nebraska 
Christian College, senior leadership has become aware of a local communications consultant 
who is able to jump start T!LC in this area. Through discernment and discussion, it is likely that 
we will be doing a one-year contract with this person for communication. This helps us to keep 
our staffing expenses below expectations and also gives us the opportunity to see what we    
actually need in a Communications Director. For example, full-time or part-time? Do we want to 
hire someone or do we want to contract someone? Senior leadership believes that this           
approach is the wisest use of our money as we venture into an arena that is new to us. 

 Connections Director: If the budget is approved, this position will be advertised for and hired 
as soon as possible 

 Care Ministry Team Leader: There is an on-going strategic planning process related            
specifically to Care Ministries. Once that is completed, new job descriptions will be created for 
this area and there will be more detailed communication with the congregation about the vision 
and strategy for this ministry area. 

 
THIRD PASTOR 
The council is taking the lead in this area and will be giving updates throughout the year.  
 
TECHNOLOGY TEAM 
A team of techies has been assembled and has begun meeting. Their goal is to assess the       
technology needs of the church top-to-bottom and then provide a report to council. The portions of 
the report that the council feels we need to move forward with will be included in the capital appeal. 
 
WORSHIP TASK FORCE:  
In the first half of 2016, a worship task force will be assembled to determine a long-term strategy 
for worship at T!LC. The focus of this will primarily be for the contemporary services but all services 
will take a survey to determine health and vitality. 
 
VISION/MISSION STATEMENTS 
The council is being presented with a proposal for some tweaks to the language of the vision and 
mission statements. The goal of this is not to change the meaning of the statements but to make 
them more clear so that: 
 We can build ministry plans that are driven by the vision that God has given to T!LC 
 The T!LC family, as individuals, can have a clear understanding of what it means to be a        

disciple and how to walk that out in their daily lives. 



 

 

Come Experience Abiding Worship 
 

 Be still and experience the love & presence of God 
 Bless the Lord & receive His blessing of love & peace in return 
 Rest, encouragement & relief from the burdens of daily life 
 

Worship Leaders: Matt and Amy Peterson 
Worship from 6pm-7pm; Prayer 7pm-7:30pm in the Heritage Sanctuary.   
 

The Barnabas Prayer Team will be available after worship for those    
desiring prayer. 

 

Sunday, February 28 
Sunday March 13 
Sunday April 10 
Sunday May 22 

 

For Questions or more information please contact Lisa Zaloudek or  
Amy Peterson at sweetiepetey3@gmail.com 

T!LC Blood Drive 
Monday, February 15th 2-7pm 

The need for blood is constant and only volunteer donors can fulfill that 
need for patients in our community. Nationwide, someone needs a unit of 
blood every 2 to 3 seconds and most of us will need blood in our lifetime. 
Our local blood supply is low, so please make an appointment to donate 
by going to redcrossblood.org with sponsor code: 
ThanksgivingLutheranBellevueNE or call Shari at 402-660-8227. 

Family Worship Workshop 
Growing Together In Worship 

Have you ever wondered how to help your children         
engage in worship? Have you desired to be more          
connected as a family during your times of worship?     
Maybe you yourself desire to draw nearer to God during 
worship, but you just don’t know where to start? 
 

We invite you to join us for a Family Worship Workshop, 
hosted by Matt and Amy Peterson. We will spend time 
learning how we can engage our hearts and the hearts of 
our children during worship. We will draw near as a family 
through worship. Then, we will practice our new skills by worshiping together in a style that 
is designed to be very family friendly! 
 

Who: Everyone of any age is welcome! Parents, bring your children and grow together! 
When: Saturday, February 13th, from 10:30-12:00. 
Where: T!LC Lower Level Gathering Room 
Topic:  Love: A Foundation of Worship 
Register:  h p://www.thanks‐giving.org/family‐worship or by calling the church office 



 

 

Children’s Ministry Newsletter 

2016 

Connie	Barnhart													childmin@thanks‐giving.org										402‐292‐2695	 

SonShine Place Nursery is hiring!  If you love to play with children up to 3 years of age and/or cuddle 
babies and can work Tuesday mornings, Wednesday evenings and during worship services on       
Sunday, then please pick up an application at the nursery!  We are looking for people who are 
available during church related events that require the nursery to be open and also available for 
Saturday night worship service and Sunday worship services.   If you have any questions please     
contact the Nursery Director, Bonnie Carpenter, at 402-292-2695, Ext 403 or             
Bonnie.Carpenter@thanks-giving.org.  

The other day I heard the song “Love” by the Beatles on my Pandora station.  (A blast from the past- 
at least mine!           ) One verse particularly caught my attention-“All you need is love, love-Love is 
all you need.”  When I hear those words TODAY  I think of the great Love we receive from our  gra-
cious God and that He is all we need.  
In the wonderful world of Sunday  School we have been talking about God’s great love and his gift 
to us of Jesus.  In order to share God’s love with others we  have planned several ways to get the 
children involved in reaching  out  to others.  They include: 
 During December and January we collected 155 new hats, gloves and mittens to contribute to 

the Open Door Mission. Way to go kids! 
 The third and fourth grade students decorated sacks and stuffed them with men’s  shaving 

cream and shavers as part of their Happy Birthday Jesus Party.  These were  given to the Open 
Door Mission. 

 On February 7, the children  will make Valentines that will be given to 360 Community  
  ( Formerly  Desert Ministries) for their “cards4kids@Heart” program. These Valentines will  be 
 distributed to the elderly in  Nursing Homes in our area.  
 

Mark your Calendar 
Sunday, February 28- We will not have Sunday School.  The Kingdom Kids Sunday School team will 
be attending a discipleship, training session and appreciation brunch.  

                   Parents: 
Its not too late to sign up to help!  
Sometimes our regular volunteers 
need a night off, if you can help on 
specific dates please log into 

www.signupgenious.com; look up email 
awana@thanks-giving.org to sign up for various 
dates. 

February 3rd— 
God Provided for Israel 
 

February 10th— 
No Awana- 
Ash Wednesday 
 

February 17th —God’s Promise to Israel 
 

February 24th— 
The 10 Commandments 

Toilet Paper Drive - now through MARCH 2 
Chance to WIN a BIKE!   

For every roll of toilet paper donated receive an entry to win a 
bike. 
One girls bike and one  boys bike will be awarded.  Drawing 
will be held on Family Fun Night on March 2. 



 

 

9th Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
Open to Everyone - Bring a Friend! 

Saturday March 19th, 2pm  
Lakewood Villages Park 

Four Hunt Groups 
Toddlers through 4 years 
K to 2nd Grade 
3rd to 4th Grade 
5th Grade 

Food Drive 
Bring canned food items to 
help support the Bellevue 
Food Pantry! 

Egg Stuffing Parties - 9am - 12noon 
Lower Level of the church 

 Saturday February 27th 
 Saturday March 12th 

Rain Date: Sunday, March 20 at 2pm          Sponsored by Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church 

Congratulations to the 1st Grade Students that have completed the 
Learning and Living Out the Lord’s Prayer Faith Milestones class. 
 Diego Gaytan  Kylie Petersen 
 Robert Herechski III Piper Peterson 
 Mason Hoogeveen Zachary Wolken 
 Kyler Johnson  Campbell Wallman 
 Maddie Kunkle  Elliana Walker 
 Shaelynn Marburger Adam Thiemann 

Candy Donations needed! Take advantage of the Valentine Candy Sales.  Donate individually  wrapped candy! 

2nd Annual Easter Breakfast 
Sponsored by T!LC Student Ministries 

8:00am - 10:00am Sunday, March 27th 
 

MENU:  egg bakes, biscuits and gravy, coffee, juice  
 
Ways to help: 
Make Egg Bakes (recipe provided)    ♦   Help Serve    ♦    Set up crew     ♦    Clean up crew 
 

Please contact Gary Olson for more information and to sign up to serve.  
gary.olson@thanks-giving.org 

A great way for Life Groups and other adults to serve!  Help stuff eggs  ♦  donate wrapped candy 

Welcome Team at the hunt  ♦  Lead an age group  ♦  help spread eggs  ♦  help collect empty egg 



 

 

www.thanks-giving.org 

February 2016 

For 5th and 6th Grade Students! For 7th and 8th Grade Students! For 9th—12th Grade Students! 

          Molly Miller                  Gary Olson & Molly Miller   Jon Miller & Molly Miller 
molly.miller@thanks-giving.org        gary.olson@thanks-giving.org             jon.miller@thanks-giving.org 

Recharge Retreat Weekend!  
This year’s Okoboji Recharge Retreat Weekend theme is Miracle Worker; and we have an 
opportunity to go the weekend of April 29-May 1!  Here is what Okoboji has to say about the 
weekend’s theme: “Jesus did more than just teach people about God. He demonstrated 
the power of God by performing many miracles. Come and learn more about what           
miraculous things Jesus did and what we learn about him through it all.” 
We know it will be a great time. T!LC has reserved spots but they will go fast so register today! 
Please register online at, http://www.okoboji.org/register/ . A $75 payment is made directly 
to T!LC. Our church receives a discount for reserving spots early.  In order to take advantage 
of this benefit - do not pay online.  
 
Summer Camp! 
This summer we are going to Riverside Lutheran Camp in Story City, Iowa from July 17-22. The 
new pool will be open and ready to dive into but the familiar things will still be there as well, 
from crafts to Bible Study, gaga ball to the delicious food. Summer camp at Riverside is a 
must for your summer schedule!  
Again, we have reserved spots but they go fast so register today! Register online at,       
http://www.riversidelbc.org/programs/register. The total cost of camp is $425. However, after 
discounts and what T!LC contributes the total cost for families is $210. Please make a check 
payable to T!LC for $210.  To receive the discounts our church receives you must pay the 
church, not the camp.  
 
Upcoming Events 
February 18- Youth Lenten Dinner; help serve dinner; 5:00pm-6:30pm (earn service hours)  
February 21 – Bowling @ Papio Bowl;4:00pm-6:00pm; cost: $5/student plus money for snacks.  
March 20- Food Drive; 2:00pm-4:00pm; Cost: FREE! Meet at the youth room.  
March 27- Happy Easter!  
April 3- Papio Fun Park; 2:00pm-4:00pm; More details to come 
April 17- Service Event; 2:00pm-4:00pm; More details to come  
April 29-May 1 - Spring Recharge @ Okoboji Lutheran Camp 
July 17-22 - Summer Camp @ Riverside Lutheran Camp  



 

 

The Bible Vs. Science: 
We are so excited about the opportunities available for your High School students this year! 
D-teams are still going strong, but our hope is to gather all the high school students together 
once a month to experience something great as a large group.  
We have noticed that many students have questions about science and the Bible and how 
they interact. In February, we will be bringing a speaker in to answer these questions.    
Questions like: Do science and the Bible contradict? Do they work together? Can they both 
be true? 
Join us in the FLC as speaker Mike Cahill, M.Div. presents to us his answers to these questions. 
We will enjoy fellowship, discussion, and learning as Mike Cahill presents what he knows from 
his studies.  
Who is invited to this event? High School Students from T!LC, High School Students not from   
T!LC, and parents can all join us.  
When will the event take place?  
February 21 from 6:30-8:00pm. We ask that students bring a salty or sweet snack to share.  
We will poll the students on the 21st and, if they have interest, we will bring in speakers to 
speak on March 13th and April 10th about other subjects they have questions about. So save 
the date for March 13th and April 10th and start thinking about topics you might want to 
have a guest speaker come and share their knowledge with you!  

With spring fast approaching (trust me it’s coming), our focus will be turning to our 8th graders and 
Confirmation weekend.   A huge part of the Confirmation experience is the service hour requirement.  
Now in the mind of our students, this might sound like “free labor” at their expense.  And while there 
might be a nugget of truth in this, service hours go well beyond that.   
In an effort to help our 7th and 8th grade students find their niche, we offer a wide variety of           
opportunities for students to log their hours both in and out of T!LC.  In January, we visited the visited 
the Eastern Nebraska Vets Home.   In the next few months, we will have several opportunities within 
our church.  Please see the list below for a detailed list of events and times.  Also keep in mind the    
service hours that are available on a regular basis which include being an acolyte, usher or greeter 
just to name a few.   
 

The bottom line is that we want our students to use these opportunities to find where they enjoy     
serving in The Kingdom and being God’s representative.  Please help your students make these 
events a priority and help them see these events as a chance to find their place in God’s Kingdom. 
-Gary     
 

Save the Date:  
February 10; 6:00pm or 7:30pm; Ash Wednesday Services, no Confirmation Class 
February 14; 2:00pm-7:00pm; Parents Night Out Service Event (Earn Service Hours) 
February 18; 5:00pm-6:30pm; Youth Sponsored Lenten Dinner (Earn Service Hours) 
March 19; Time 2pm; Annual Easter Egg Hunt (Earn Service Hours) 
March 23; Holy Week, no Jr. High Live 
April 8-9; Jr. High Retreat @ Camp Kitaki  
May 13 - Confirmation Banquet (life verses and projects due no later than May 6) 
July 10-16; Summer Camp @ Okoboji 



 

 

The T!LC Library Corner 

Can you believe it? We are in the second month of the New Year already and there is still 
time to pick up another devotional book for the year as there are many from which to 
choose sitting on the shelves. 
 
This month I will continue featuring Spiritual Growth books. Just look at the selection below 
that can be found the cart as well as others in the library: I have also included new books 
for children. These all can be found on “The Cart”!  
 
MY ABC’S OF BIBLE VERSES by Claire Keay: A beautiful, inspirational book for children and 
adults to enjoy together. For each letter of the alphabet, a Bible verse is brought to life with 
charming illustrations of children today.  
CHILDREN’S FAVORITE BIBLE STORIES by Time Life books: “With glowing illustrations, lively dia-
logue and simple wording, ten of the best loved stories from the Bible are retold for today’s 
children.” 
GOD KNOWS ALL ABOUT ME by Kate Toms: A beautiful book for young children that reinforc-
es the message that God knows all about us and loves every bit of us.” 
THE CASE FOR CHRIST FOR KIDS by Lee Strobel: “Four books in this series the follows the adult 
series. Here are books written in kid-friendly languages the answers to questions asked.” 
LITTLE BLESSINGS FROM A BIG GOD  by Michelle Adams: “Find more of God through the lives 
of your children.” 
TALKING WITH MY FATHER by Ray C. Stedman: “Pray your way to a deeper relationship with 
God. Jesus teaches on prayer.” 
LET GO, LET GOD by John E Keller: “Surrendering self-centered delusions in the costly journey 
of faith.” 
THE ANOINTING OF HIS SPIRIT by Smith Wigglesworth: “You will find the heart of a man who 
cried out to God on behalf of others, praying powerfully and effectively for healing and pro-
vision – spiritual, financial, emotional and physical. Today his words will ring with power con-
tinue to inspire incredible faith in those who hear him.” 
 
I would like to thank all of you who have found and returned library books, DVD’s and CD’s. 
I ask that you please continue to look as we still have a number of items still missing.  Enjoy 
your free library and remember no due back dates apply. Just when you are finished with 
them please return them. 
 
God’s Peace…..Vicki D 



 

 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249; Usher Captains (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 
             (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 
             (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  
             (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team         Ushers All of February 

February 6 & 7 Holy Communion 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell Charlie Daubs, Gary Baumert  
           Allen Furby, Eddie Haer 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 2 Boever & Finerty     9:30am Lynn Aarhus, Kari Balaberde, 
           Jon Peterson, Michelle Gaulin-Lansenburg
           11:00am  Rob & Dawn Liberty, Bill Moses, 
            Kevin McArthur 

February 13 & 14 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  3 Rhonda Wiebers & Chrys Frey 

February 20 & 21 Holy Communion 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  4 Deb Brandt 

February 27 & 28 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team  3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  5 Kate & Ken Bishoff 



 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

02/25 Chelsie Schiro 
02/25 Hunter Marz 
02/25 Benjamin McVicker 
02/25 Wendy Lundquist 
02/25 Mikaila Dinkins 
02/26 Heidi Johnson 
02/26 Debbie Shortino 
02/26 Catherine Carrier 
02/27 Erin Pauley 
02/27 Maylene Haslett 
02/27 Marc Conley 
02/27 Erik James 
02/27 Sarah Biermann 
02/28 Collin Neumann 
02/28 Lanea Jackson 
02/28 Angela Ask 
02/28 Matthew Bateman 
02/28 Sherry Albracht 
02/28 Kristin Hanna 
02/29 Sonja Wegner 

02/12 Jared Pelzer 
02/12 Beth Teegerstrom 
02/13 Hannah Joyce 
02/13 Jennifer Long 
02/13 Tanner Martensen 
02/13 Christopher Dow 
02/14 Julie Flores 
02/14 Anna Covi 
02/14 Jett Stephens 
02/14 Kenneth Heidzig 
02/15 Henry Kafonek 
02/15 Andrew Johnson 
02/15 Susan Benson 
02/15 Laurie Hanna 
02/15 Staci Martensen 
02/15 Loeatice Finerty 
02/16 Ava Finley 
02/16 Patsy Meyer 
02/16 Brittany Maughan 
02/16 Hailey Parker 
02/17 Trevor Peacock 
02/17 Andrew Kadow 
02/18 Trisha McArthur 
02/18 Terri Kane 
02/18 Cade Evans 
02/18 Michael Patterson 
02/18 Natalia Fuertes 
02/18 Kylie Petersen 
02/19 Kathy Onnen 
02/19 Devin Ivy 
02/19 Piper Peterson 
02/19 Michele Oman 
02/19 Kellie Stoessel 
02/19 Josephine Stoessel 
02/19 Rita Nicholson 
02/19 Seth Zaloudek 
02/19 Andrew Kowalski 
02/20 Mary Walters 
02/20 Natalie Iwai 
02/20 Ryan Needham 
02/20 Ryan Bushek 
02/20 Kay O'Connell 
02/21 Scott Heckens 
02/21 Josiah Akol 
02/21 Martin Delahanty 
02/21 Kyla Dyrstad 
02/21 Robert Wegner 
02/22 Brittany Hoffman 
02/22 Karen Chandler 
02/22 Christopher Gladbach 
02/22 Marion Trumble 
02/22 Joseph Fullenkamp 
02/22 Philip Vogel 
02/22 William Mashek 
02/22 Leila Logan 
02/23 Cassandra Kallhoff 
02/23 Akela Dramse 
02/23 Maya Camp 
02/23 Abby Borer 
02/23 Russell Bagnall 
02/24 Ben Elliott 
02/24 Christopher Kadow 
02/24 Robert Jenkner 
02/24 Thomas Pederson 
02/25 Tyler Anderson 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
02/01 Jacob Harlow 
02/01 John West 
02/02 Dennis Hollenbeck 
02/02 Karen Rowell 
02/02 Alicia Heiden 
02/02 Alex Althof 
02/02 Jennifer Winslow 
02/02 Gerrad Dreessen 
02/02 Mary Belford 
02/02 Lisa Kadow 
02/02 Brian VanOrman 
02/03 Delores Belsaas 
02/03 Johnathon Harter 
02/03 Bryan Saggau 
02/03 Janine Wegner 
02/03 David Mounce 
02/03 Brandon Evans 
02/03 Anika Kothe 
02/03 Kim Allen 
02/04 Brayden Mussman 
02/04 Brian Childers 
02/04 Chris Baumert 
02/04 Chase Griffith 
02/05 Alex Liberty 
02/05 Adam Hoogeveen 
02/05 Eliot Althof 
02/06 Kathy Owens 
02/06 Douglas Belsaas 
02/06 Sydney Skarda 
02/06 Derek Nielsen 
02/06 Matt Fundus 
02/06 Shannon Triggs 
02/06 Katelyn Dyrstad 
02/06 Jadyn Stahr 
02/07 Sterlin Blackwell 
02/07 Michael Connett 
02/07 Kelsey Woodard 
02/07 Gregory Clark 
02/07 Raymond Pollard 
02/08 Addison Johnson 
02/08 Beverly Mussman 
02/09 Cynthia Maynard 
02/09 Timothy Stork 
02/09 Maggie Sutton 
02/09 Deborah Gadeken 
02/09 Rick Albanez 
02/09 Libby Walls 
02/10 Kurt Kramer 
02/10 Adam Bateman 
02/10 Kylie Wegner 
02/10 Jeff Wiitanen 
02/10 Susan Jensen 
02/11 Brittany Townsend 
02/11 Timothy Melvin 
02/11 Collin Dunn 
02/11 Macy Gould 
02/11 Timothy Butts 
02/11 Charlotte Armstrong 
02/12 Ron Wink 
02/12 Stephanie Shoning 
02/12 Pamela Denman 
02/12 John Whetzal 
02/12 Kimberly Avery 
02/12 Michael Haire 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
02/24/1952 Jim & DeEtt Harless 
02/04/1964 Roger & Sharen Sievert 
02/24/1968 Richard & Kathryn Biermann 
02/16/1979 Rick & Betty Albanez 
02/17/1979 Vicki & John DeRoo 
02/11/1983 Tom & Marsha Culbertson 
02/12/1983 PK & Pam Simmons 
02/13/1988 Frank & Margaret Bruch 
02/13/1988 Gary &  Mary Findlay 
02/29/1992 Roger & Linda Christensen 
02/29/1992 Judd & Belinda Bessey 
02/27/1993 Erik & Brenda Johnson 
02/10/1996 Travis & Carla Hall 
02/14/1997 Charles Carlsen & Kay Brooks 
02/14/1997 Andy & Devon Cutinella 
02/07/1998 Charlie & Dannie Daubs 
02/27/1999 Michael & Sharra Smith 
02/12/2000 Carl & Cheri Peoples 
02/10/2001 Tom & Tessa Turner 
02/09/2002 John & Pamela Whetzal 
02/08/2003 Kevin & Mary Stork 
02/08/2003 Nathan & Katie Wallman 
02/25/2009 Josiah & Rebekah Akol 

BAPTISM 

SYMPATHY 

January 3, 2016 
Creighton Jacob Willrich, son of Jake 
& Erin Willrich. Sponsors are Julie & 
Joe Fullenkamp and Penny & Brad 
Willrich. 
 
January 10, 2016 
Knox Henry Gross, son of Jim and Lisa 
Gross. Sponsors are Jess Rolfes and 
Joyce Pancoast. 
 
January 17, 2016 
Miles Adam Foster, son of Beth &    
Darrick Foster.  Sponsors are Kristin & 
Adam Brockshus. 

Steve &Jill Tyler in the death of Steve's father December 19, 2015. 
Jacqui Joyce and Family in the death of her husband, Keith, on     
December 19, 2015. 

Sue Martin and Family in the death of her son Matthew on        
December 22, 2015. 

Keela and Steve Burkholder in the death of Steve's father, Carl 
Burkholder January 2, 2016. 

Maria &Bob Reiter in the death of Bob's  Father, Rev. Carl Reiter 
January 12, 2016. 

Carol &Pat Schuster in the death of Pat's mother, Julia Schuster on 
January 15, 2016. 

Patty Barnes and Family in the death of her father, Robert Beck 
on January 21, 2016. 



 

 

The March 
Newsletter  

Deadline is:  
Friday, February 19 

 

 

 

 

For Care 
Ministry 
Assistance . . 
During Church 
Office Hours: 
Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 
Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice 
mail number 402.292.7633 and 
leave a message. Rhonda Rupert, 
Care Ministry Coordinator 
will  contact you. 

 Dates to Remember: 

 
 
February 3 - Cleansing Stream Begins 
February 6 & 7 - Boy Scout Chili Sales 
February 13 - T!LC Annual Meeting 
February 15 - T!LC Blood Drive 1pm 
February 10 - Ash Wednesday Services 
  6:30am, 6:00pm and 7:30pm 
 
February 18 - Lenten Worship Service - 7pm 
February 22 - Financial Peace Begins 6pm 
 
February 25 - Lenten Worship Service - 7pm 
February 27 - Egg Stuffing Party - 9am-12noon 

Women’s Book Study will meet at 
the Leawood Three home of Study 
Leader Karen Rowell at 7:00 pm 
on Monday, February 8th. To reach 
Karen’s home at 13406 S. 27th     
Circle, take 25th Street South,   
passing Capehart Road and the 
Base Hospital. Turn right at the   

second street onto Nottingham Drive and immediately 
turn left onto Sheridan Road. Turn right onto S. 27th     
Circle. Karen’s house is on the left corner.  
 
Karen has asked us to complete weeks seven and 
eight (pages 67-90) of the Having the Mary Spirit Study 
Guide. We will view the accompanying DVD. 
 
Questions? Call or e-mail Karen (402-291-2401;      
kjpenguin@cox.net) or co-hostess Barb Johnson           
(1-712-328-0006; rbjohnson1998@gmail.com).  
 
We look forward to our Valentine Meeting and remind 
you that this is a scent free evening. If you have not 
been to Karen’s home before you may want to make 
a “dry run” in the daylight. 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Phone: 402.292.2695 
Fax: 402.292.0248 
E-mail: sara.zivny@thanks-giving.org 
Website: www.thanks-giving.org 
Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 
T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service 
Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 
 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 
Nursery Available for All Services 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
September through May….. 
 Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 
 Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 
 Youth Sunday School  9:30am 
 Adult Sunday School 9:30am 
 Wednesday Night Awana (PreK—6th grade) 
 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 
 Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

T!LC STAFF 
Pastors:   
   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 
   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 
Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 
Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 
Office Manager   Sara Zivny 
Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 
RTF Ministry Director  Lisa  Zaloudek 
Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 
Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 
Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 
Children’s Ministry Director  
Kidz Church Leaders  Richard Zolnowski/Traci Johnson 
Awana Director   Lisa Sager, Meagan Cinfel 
Student Ministry Director  Pastor David Witkop 
Student Ministry Admin Asst. Kelly Marz 
Nursery Director   Bonnie Carpenter 
Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 
 
 

OUR IDENTITY STATEMENT 
We are followers of Christ who aspire to Be Like Jesus in every way, living life Up, In and Out! 
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