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So Moses said, “I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.”  
Exodus 3:3 

Greetings T!LC.  My name is Gary Olson and many of you know me and my family from our time 
here at T!LC, but I’d like to give you a brief background of how we arrived here and how God has 
been using us. 

 

I spent about 15 years in the Air Force before we were transferred 
to Nebraska and stationed at Offutt AFB.  Like many other military 
members of  this congregation and community, my wife Barbara, 
my daughters Lillian and Bethy and I bounced around the globe 
from Virginia to Japan and then Alaska.  With each move, we    
trusted God’s will and plan for our lives.  We weren’t always happy 
with the idea of moving and even wondered why God would 
choose the locations that He did; but He always showed us amaz-
ing new things with each move. 
 

Early in 2014, we were faced with a major decision in our lives.  The Air Force was offering early    
retirement and I was having conversations with Thanksgiving! Lutheran about future employment 
opportunities.  I had been teaching and leading small groups with T!LC youth since 2012, but God 
began to softly tap on my shoulder and much like Moses did in the scripture above, I turned aside 
to try to figure out God’s will in this situation.  Although I didn’t hear a voice (or see a burning 
bush!), I felt a strong pull and desire to retire early and join the church staff. 
 

God has used our time here in amazing ways!  A seminarian couldn’t ask for a better training 
ground or for better mentors.  Pastors Glenn, Bruce and David took me under their collective wings 
and poured their experience, knowledge and passion into my life and the lives of my family. I can’t 
thank them enough.  Our time here and the relationships we’ve formed with the people of this 
congregation are beyond description.  
 

About six months ago, I again sensed God tapping softly on my shoulder.  Again, I “turned aside” 
to see what God had in store for me and my family. And through a very unlikely series of events, a 
church in Wisconsin came to my attention just like Moses’ burning bush.  Out of curiosity, I turned 
aside to see it and felt God nudging me in its direction.  After several family meetings over several 
bowls of popcorn, we decided to look into this opportunity a bit further.   
 

Ultimately, as you may already know, we were called by that church and have decided to          
accept the call.  Leaving the Air Force was indeed a difficult decision, but this decision makes that 
one look like a walk in the park.  However, we strongly believe that this is what God has in mind.  
But that doesn’t make it any easier to leave the family and relationships we have here. 
 

We will continue to partner with you in ministry to serve the greater Bellevue community until        
August 1st when I am scheduled to begin my new position.  We look forward to the coming months 
and the opportunities to share how our story and your stories all fit into God’s story. 



 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE 
Dear Friends, 
 

Preparing for the Future is the name of our new capital appeal which will be highlighted within our 
congregation throughout the month of April. In February you should have received a special two 
page newsletter which focused exclusively on this appeal and its goals. The purpose of this three-
year capital appeal is to raise $1.5M to retire our remaining debt, to replace money spent from our 
reserve account for the retaining wall repairs,  to fund some needed capital improvements, and to 
provide initial funding to the T!LC Endowment Trust. 
 

Following the services on the weekend of April 2-3, members of our capital appeal team will be 
handing out Preparing for the Future packets as you leave the building. Extra packets will be       
available in the church office or the welcome center if you are out of town that weekend. In        
addition, during the month of April you will be hearing some wonderful testimonies about how the 
Lord has worked through T!LC to bless the members of our church family, and you will be invited to 
pray about your participation in the appeal according to some biblical principles of stewardship. 
Finally, at services the weekend of May 1, we will have the opportunity to bring forward estimate of 
giving cards for Preparing for the Future as we ask God to bless our intentions. Please remember 
that whatever you may give to this capital appeal is a sacrificial gift above and beyond what you 
are already giving through your weekly offering to support our life and mission. I am excited about 
what the Lord is planning for us in the future, and for the role this appeal can have in preparing us to 
respond to his plans! 
 
A Pastoral Call Committee has been appointed by the Congregation Council. This pastor will over-
see family, youth, and children’s ministry and help us develop and lead ministry to and with the     
millennial generation. Members of the call committee are Chrys Frey, Kristi Waszak, Brook Harre, Ron 
Brockhaus, Nathan Wallman, Shelly Haer, Pastor David, and Pastor Glenn. While the call committee 
conducts the search and interview process, it is ultimately the congregation who votes on the     
candidate at a specially called meeting of the congregation.  
 
“What if …?” is the name of our April preaching series, and carries over the same theme from our 
Easter celebration. Because Jesus lives and through the power of His resurrection, a whole new life 
filled with wonderful possibilities and opportunities awaits those who believe. Join us this month as 
we consider together: 

What if I could live with confidence? 
What if I could live in forgiveness? 
What if I could live with contentment? 
What if I could live in generosity? 

 
Your Covenant / Kingdom Partner, 
 
Pastor Glenn 



 

 

Interested in Joining Thanksgiving? 
 
At TLC we try to avoid using the word “member” whenever possible, because too often 
people associate the concept with rights and privileges; like being a member of a health 
club, a country club, or a Sam’s Club.  “Members” of our church family are called           
Covenant/Kingdom Partners.  We believe that belonging to T!LC is primarily about being in 
a covenant relationship with God and one-another, and about representing Christ and His 
kingdom to our community, nation, and world. This is at the very heart of our spiritual DNA.   
 
Even if you are unable to make it to all the sessions, I want to invite you to join me for five 
weeks of fun, goodies, and a basic introduction of who we are and what we are about, so 
that you can make an informed decision if T!LC is the right church family for you. You will  
also learn about what it means to follow Christ, how to recognize God’s voice, how God 
has “wired” you, how to connect in a Life Group, and about multiple pathways for your 
continued spiritual growth, healing and freedom in Christ! 
 
Please join me for Covenant/Kingdom Classes on Wednesday evenings, March 30 through 
April 27, from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm. Please register by calling the church office, 402-292-2695, 
or on our website, http://www.thanks-giving.org/covenantkingdom-partners-class/         
Child care will be available.  
Note:   Anyone in our church family is also welcome to attend these sessions. Its not too late 
to come! 
 
Your Covenant/Kingdom Partner, 
Pastor Glenn Harless 

The Hope of Zion Congregation  
Passover Seder 

 

We  invite your family to join us at our annual Passover Seder.  The Passover Seder is the oldest bibli-
cal family tradition and is a wonderful celebration for adults and children.  Please come and help us 
celebrate our salvation. 
 

This year our Seder will take place on Saturday, April 23, 2016 at the Hilton Omaha, 1001 Cass Street, 
located across 10th Street from the Century Link Center. The registration table will open at 4:30 
p.m. We will start our ceremonial hand washing at 5:00 p.m. 
 

You may use this link to book a room at the Hilton: https://resweb.passkey.com/go/HOZ2016. Or you 
may call 1-800-HILTONS and reference this code: HOZ.Special discounted rates of $99.00 per night 
(single), $109.00 (double) or $119.00 (quad) are available if you mention The Hope of Zion when 
making your reservations.  These discounted rates are available for Friday, April 22 and Saturday, 
April 23 only.  You must reserve prior to April 2, 2016 to receive the discounted room rate.  All hotel 
arrangements should be made directly with the Hilton. 
 

We must have your registration and registration fees by April 4, 2016.  Registration forms can be 
found at the Welcome Center in the Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church Lobby or in the church office.  
The price includes the Meal, the Passover Haggadah and Gratuity (no refunds).  Seating will be as-
signed as you register so the earlier we receive your registration, the better your seats will be.  Please 
indicate if there are others you would like to sit with and/or any dietary restriction you may have 
and we will do our best to honor your requests.  



 

 

Discipleship Pathways 
Lisa Zaloudek 

Lisa.zaloudek@thanks-giving.org 

 

The Cleansing Stream Retreat will be held at T!LC Friday, April 22 and Saturday, 
April 23, 2016 and is open to anyone who has completed a Cleansing Stream 
Basic Seminar.  Retreat Cost is $50 for first time retreatants and $40 for alumni.  
Retreat fee includes Retreat Workbook & Saturday lunch.  Registration forms are 

available at the T!LC Welcome Center and online registration will be available in April.  For more        
information please contact Lisa Zaloudek at Lisa.Zaloudek@Thanks-giving.org or call the T!LC Church    
Office at 402-292-2695.   

 
Come Experience Abiding Worship 
 

 Be still and experience the love & presence of God 
 Bless the Lord & receive His blessing of love & peace in return 
 Rest, encouragement & relief from the burdens of daily life 
 

Worship Leaders: Matt and Amy Peterson 
Worship from 6pm-7pm; Prayer 7pm-7:30pm in the Heritage Sanctuary.   

 

The Barnabas Prayer Team will be available after worship for those desiring prayer. 
 

Sunday April 10;  Sunday May 22 
 

For Questions or more information please contact Lisa Zaloudek or Amy Peterson at 
sweetiepetey3@gmail.com 

 
Barnabas Prayer Ministry 

At T!LC, we believe in the power and importance of prayer.  If you are 
in need of physical, emotional or spiritual healing, we invite you to 
consider scheduling a time of prayer with a Barnabas Prayer Ministry 
Team.  A small number (2-3) of trained, compassionate Barnabas    
Ministers will pray with you during a scheduled prayer session to seek 
break through in the area(s) or concern. 

For more information please contact Lisa Zaloudek at lisa.zaloudek@thanks-giving.org or call the 
church office at 402-292-2695. 

Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! 
 

The Senior Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! will  gather for a time of connection, conversation, and 
fellowship on the second Friday of the month.  All senior single sisters are welcome. 
 
The April gathering will be April 8, 2016, at Lansky’s,  
3909 Twin Creek Drive, Bellevue, beginning at 11:30am. 
 
For any questions you may have, or to RSVP for the April gathering, 
contact Geneva James at  
402-292-3912 or at dunwrkng@gmail.com. 



 

 

KIDS  AGAINST  HUNGER 

T!LC Packing Event :  
Date: April 9h 
Time:  10:00am to 12:00pm  and  12:00pm to 2:00pm 
Place: T!LC Family Life Center. 

We can accommodate 154 people on each shift to do the packing. 
Anyone 5 years and older can pack.  Children 5 – 7 years old will need the supervision of an 
adult. 
Nursery care will be available for newborn thru 4 years from 9:30 to 11:30 and 11:30 to 
1:30pm.   You will need to register for this. 
 
Other Opportunities to Help  on April 9th:   
 
8:00 to 9:30 am      8 people to help set up.   
1:30 to 3:30pm      8 people to tear down tables and set up chairs for Sat night church. 
10:00 to 12:00am 8 heavy lifters (50 lbs). 
12:00 to 2:00pm 8 heavy lifters (50 lbs). 
 
Sign Up To Pack and To Help and Register for Nursery Care: 
 Date:  April 2 & 3 
 Time:  Before and after all services. 
 Place: The Narthex. 

T!LC Golf League 

The T!LC Golf League is now forming.  
Please sign up before May 3rd! 

 
The first play date is May 10th (Tuesday) with the first tee time @ 5:00 PM  
The league plays at the nearby Tregaron Golf Course.  
 

Cost is $21.00/week for green fees & cart for 9 holes 
There is also a $25.00 one-time league fee - covers prizes and 
end of the season dinner 
 
Sign up on the poster in the church lobby or by calling 
Corky Rice 
 
 
 

This league is for anyone who would like to enjoy the out of doors with friends. Our league is a “hit & 
giggle” league meaning we keep score just for the fun of it and hopefully  
see how much we have improved by the end of the season. 

For more information: 
Corky Rice 
cgrice111@gmail.com 
402-292-9310 or  
402-680-1436 



 

 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org 

T!LC Council Highlights (March 17th) 
• Pastor Glenn opened the meeting with prayer. 
• Pastor and coordinator reports were accepted as presented.   
• Sandy Van Cleave was appointed to fill vacancy position on Council. 
• Mary Belford was elected to the Benevolence Committee. 
• Deb Heidzig and Chris Plambeck were appointed to the Benevolence Committee. 
• Appointed Pastoral Call Committee members: Ron Brockhaus, Chrys Frey, Shelly Haer, Brooke Harre, Nathan 

Wallman, and Kristi Waszak. 
• Appointed Allen Furby and Deb Heidzig to the Finance Committee. 
• Received an update from Pastor Glenn on the Preparing for the Future capital campaign.  
• Approved initial plan for distribution of the capital campaign funds: 65% to debt reduction, 15% to capital im-

provements, 10% to savings and 10% to endowment fund. 
• Continued discussion regarding CAT results and strategic planning.  
• Approved council minutes posted on bulletin board in Heritage facility across from T!LC Library. 
• All Council meetings are open to the members of T!LC.  
• Council meetings are the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm and meet in the Heritage conference room. 

“Staying the Course” 
Is the name of our 2-year capital campaign that began the weekend of May 4, 2014. Like our former capital 
campaign, the goal of Staying the Course will be debt reduction as we continue to retire the mortgage on 
the Family Life Center.  Estimates of giving received were; 102 estimates of giving for $249,074 over a 2-year 
period.  Actual contributions received through December 2015 were $338,992.78 or 136.1% of the estimates of 
giving. Additional principal payments from the Pathway to Freedom campaign and Staying the Course     
campaign (May 2012 - February 2016) now total $731,537.36 and has saved approximately $502,798 in interest 
payments over the loan period and effectively reduces the loan period by seventeen years and seven 
months.  We will continue to make regular additional principal payments from the Staying the Course capital 
campaign as they are received.   
 

Preparing for the Future 
This is the name of our next capital campaign that will begin in May of this year and the goal is to position T!LC 
to be debt free and financially strong by April of 2019 so that we will be ready for what God might be         
preparing for our congregation in the future. 
 

Lenten Offerings 
Again this year 100% of all offerings received during our mid-week Lenten services will go to support the work 
of Habitat for Humanity of Sarpy County. 
 

Simply Giving 
If you participate in the Simply Giving automated contribution system and would like to make a change in 
your contribution; you may either make the change on your own by logging into your personal account that 
you set up or by filling out a Simply Giving form and returning to Harold Carlson at the church. Forms are    
available on the reading rack outside of the Heritage sanctuary or can be downloaded from the T!LC       
website. 
 

Did you know that T!LC has the ability to receive electronic funds transfers (EFT) through a program called 
Simply Giving?  Simply Giving is a safe and reliable electronic funds transfer program. To enroll go to our     
website (www.thanks-giving.org) and click on “Give” at the top right hand corner at the top of the home 
page. You can also contact our Simply Giving Coordinator, Harold Carlson at the church office at 402-292-
2695 or by email for more information about the Simply Giving program. 
 

Automobile Donation Needed 
Do you or someone that you know, have a reliable automobile that could be donated to T!LC?  We continue 
to receive requests from families in need of reliable transportation.  Please contact Harold Carlson at the 
church office for more information. 
 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please feel free to e-mail me, call me at the church or stop 
by my office. 



 

 

My name is Carol Umberger and I am honored to be chosen as the new T!LC council 
president. First a brief introduction by way of the path God has used to prepare me for 
this work: 12 years of USAF active duty and leadership skills learned there; served on 3 
different non-profit boards in various positions-two as president; attended Cleansing 
Stream which showed me that God’s love for me is real and powerful; Silent Retreats 
which taught me how to listen for and hear God’s voice and to submit to his will; Issue 
Focused Ministry and Restoring the Foundations training which brought Jesus’ healing 
touch to my hurts and gave me the courage to walk out what he tells me; and serving 
at Cleansing Stream retreats to help others receive the Holy Spirit’s healing. I also worked 
on the staff here at T!LC for several years in both  volunteer and paid positions. I am     

excited by the challenges of partnering with our senior leadership to lead the congregation forward into 
God’ plans for T!LC.  
 

Our past council had the wisdom and discernment to sense the need for a strategic plan. They led us 
through the process of the CAT survey. Let me assure both council and staff have taken those results to 
heart and I would like to share now some of the ways the council has responded. 
 

The congregation expressed a desire that Council must first and foremost be a prayerful body that seeks 
guidance from the Holy Spirit and the word of God as its primary discernment process. Be assured of it! 
On the issue of being accountable to the congregation and providing oversight--this will take time and 
training—we are working on it and will report our progress at future forums.  
 

Next you asked us to improve communication from the council by: 
 Holding quarterly forums which are scheduled for Mar 5-6, Jun 4-5, Aug 27-28, Nov 5-6. The purpose of 

these forums is to report on what the council has accomplished toward the goals of the CAT. 
 More in-depth minutes of council meeting.  We are using a detailed template for the agenda and 

minutes which is streamlining council meetings and providing a greater level of detail.  
 Send the meeting agenda via email prior to council meetings with open invitation for the          

congregation to attend. We are doing so via Vertical Response. 
 

In other business, Gary Baumert, Tracy Townsend and Harold Carlson attended an LCMC sponsored 
workshop in January on the pastoral call process. Gary and Tracy are heading up that task force. We will 
finalize the job description and appoint the call committee during the next council meeting. 
Life Groups are the most efficient and effective way to create quality relationships and disciple members. 
Council has created an Adult Ministry Plan that sets a goal of 60% average weekly attendance to be   
involved in Life Groups by Feb 2017 and 80% participation by Feb 2018.  
 

For anyone interested in understanding the tasks and processes as well as the reasons behind the need 
to restructure our staff and the learning process that lies ahead for the council, I recommend the books 
“Inside the Large Congregation” by Susan Beaumont and “Governance and Ministry” by Dan Hotchkiss. 
These are just two of the many resources that council and staff have turned to for guidance. See you 
next month!   
 

The next Congregation Council meeting will be held on Thursday April 21 at 7pm in the conference room 
in the main church building. All are welcome to attend. 

Line Item February February YTD YTD Line Item February February YTD YTD
Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 102,358.88 90,017.00 239,255.49 194,450.00 Facility/Operations 41,715.85 34,041.00 83,158.38 70,643.00

Non‐pledged Giving 39,624.00 39,531.00 84,367.00 72,318.00 Ministry 45,894.92 41,127.00 95,966.51 81,393.00

Other Revenue 15,214.38 21,526.00 31,559.08 38,952.00 Personnel 76,054.15 76,723.00 145,258.32 146,919.00

Ministry Challenge 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Income 157,197.26 151,074.00 355,181.57 305,720.00 Total Expense 163,664.92 151,891.00 324,383.21 298,955.00

Income Expense

General Fund ‐ February 2016

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church



 

 

Children’s Ministry Newsletter 

2016 

Connie	Barnhart													childmin@thanks‐giving.org										402‐292‐2695	 

Come dive into the Deep Sea Discovery Vacation Bible School this summer! VBS is June 27-July 1, 
2016 from 9:00 am- 12:00 pm. Our Deep Sea Discovery will encourage kids to dive into God’s Word 
to see how He has been with His people every step of the way.  Games, music, crafts, hands on   
activities and sea science will help kids experience a VBS adventure like no other! 

 Online Registration for students begins the weekend of April 30, 2016!  

 Volunteers can register now on T!LC’s website under the Kids & Youth Tab.   
Contact Molly Miller at molly.miller@thanks0giving.org with any questions! 

June 27 - July 1  9am - 12noon 

Kids of the King Summer Day Camp (KOTK) 
Tuesday May 31 - Friday August 5; Monday - Friday 6:30am-6:00pm 

 

Ryan Cinfel - Director; rkcinfel@gmail.com or 402-957-5497 
Kids of the King provides a recreational program for children entering kindergarten 
through sixth grade.  The camp’s mission is to provide each child with a loving           
atmosphere designed to help children to grow physically, socially, and spiritually 
through small group bible study, exciting chapel times, and a unique blend of field 
trips and activities each day.  KOTK meets in the Lower Level of Thanksgiving!          
Lutheran Church. 

Fees:  $35 Registration/Family 
$30 Per Day/$115 Per Week - Families only pay for days their child attends. 

 
More information visit  http://www.thanks-giving.org/kids-of-the-king-day-camp/ 

Here come the pigs! Here come the pigs! 

On Sunday,  April 3 the piggies are coming !  Actually, Piggy Banks! We are thrilled to be involved in 
the “ Preparing for the Future” campaign ( Capital Appeal)  along with the rest of the church.  In 
the Wonderful World of Sunday School children will have the opportunity to place money in one of 
our  Piggy Banks every Sunday in April.  They will choose which bank to support- Piggy 1 or Piggy 2.  
We will have a contest to see which Pig receives the most money. The banks will be presented to 
the church on May 1. 
We have asked families to pray and use this opportunity as a “teachable” moment to discuss     
stewardship and giving to God because God first gave Himself.  We are not emphasizing the 
amount of money that is collected, but the “spirit” of giving and being part of a large church effort 
to support our beloved “House of God.” 



 

 

2nd Grade Faith Milestones Class - April 17th 
The Ten Commandments - Our Personal GPS 

 
We are excited to invite 2nd graders and their parents/guardians to the “The Ten Commandments; 
Our Personal GPS (God’s Positioning Systems)” session designed specifically for second grade stu-
dents and their parents/guardians. Some of you may have grown up in an environment where you 
have already learned the Ten Commandments. Others may have never heard of them. Whatever 
the case, this will be an opportunity for you to: 
 learn (more) about the Ten Commandments. 
 learn (more) about how the Ten Commandments apply to you as an individual and your family. 
 understand the importance of using the Ten Commandments as a building stone in the founda-

tion of faith within yourself and your family. 
 understand that living out the Ten Commandments is a way of expressing your devotion to God. 
 
Please mark your calendar to attend the “The Ten Commandments; Our Personal GPS (God’s Posi-
tioning System)” class on Sunday, April 17th from 11:00am-12:30pm in the Lower Level Gathering 
Room.  
 
Please register online on the church website (http://www.thanks-giving.org). All the milestone clas-
ses are listed under Kids & Youth. You may also register by contacting the church office (402-292-
2695). 
 
We will have a special presentation of the second graders and their families during the church ser-
vices on Saturday, April 23rd and Sunday, April 24th.  
 
We look forward to seeing you on April 17th! 
 
Blessings, 
Lisa Witkop 



 

 

www.thanks-giving.org 
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For 5th and 6th Grade Students! For 7th and 8th Grade Students! For 9th—12th Grade Students! 

          Molly Miller                  Gary Olson & Molly Miller   Jon Miller & Molly Miller 
molly.miller@thanks-giving.org        gary.olson@thanks-giving.org             jon.miller@thanks-giving.org 

Club 56 Spring Recharge Retreat: 
This year’s Okoboji Recharge Retreat Weekend theme is Miracle Worker. What is a recharge retreat? 
It is a chance to go to camp for a weekend and “recharge” ourselves! We’ll spend two nights at 
camp, eat awesome food, play games, worship, and learn more about God and each other. You 
want to be there!  

When: April 29-May 1  
Where: Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp  
Cost: $75 

How to reserve your spot: There are only 20 spots available for this trip.  
Please register online at, http://www.okoboji.org/register/ . A $75 payment is made directly to T!LC. 
Our church receives a discount for reserving spots early.  In order to take advantage of this benefit - 
do not pay online. 
  
Club 56 Summer Camp: 
This summer we are going to Riverside Lutheran Camp in Story City, Iowa. The new pool will be open 
and ready to dive into but the familiar things will still be there as well, from crafts to Bible Study, gaga 
ball to the delicious food. Summer camp at Riverside is a must for your summer schedule!  

When: July 17- July 22 
Where: Riverside Lutheran Camp in Story City, Iowa  
Cost: $210 

How to reserve your spot: There are only 20 spots available for this trip.  
Register online at, http://www.riversidelbc.org/programs/register. The total cost of camp is $425. 
However, after discounts and what T!LC contributes the total cost for families is $210. Please make a 
check payable to T!LC for $210.  To receive the discounts our church receives you must pay the 
church, not the camp.  
 
Please contact Molly with any questions: molly.miller@thanks-giving.org  
 
Upcoming Events 
April 3- Papio Fun Park; 2:00pm-4:00pm; More details to come 
April 17- Service Event; 2:00pm-4:00pm; More details to come  
April 29-May 1 - Spring Recharge @ Okoboji Lutheran Camp 
July 17-22 - Summer Camp @ Riverside Lutheran Camp  



 

 

Jr High Spring Retreat: 
This year’s spring Retreat will be at Camp Kitaki April 8th and 9th and will be a weekend to remem-
ber!  We have been focusing on the ALPHA series this semester on Wednesday nights and this re-
treat will cap things off and bring it to our students in a way that helps them understand how their 
story fits into God’s story.  You don’t want to miss this one! 

When: April 8th and 9th  
Where: Kitaki Camp near Louisville, NE 
Cost: $45 – Scholarships are available 

How to reserve your spot: Just drop off your payment with Gary, Molly or the church office 

Jr High Summer Camp:  
This summer we will be heading back to Camp Okoboji!  Dan Antoine paid us a visit in March and 
had the Youth Room Rocking!  This year’s theme is “Released” and is based on Luke 4:18-19.   

When: July 10-16 
Where: Camp Okoboji in Milford, Iowa 
Cost: $210 

How to reserve your spot: There are only 20 spots available for this trip. 

Register online at, http://www.okoboji.org/#!register/c1myj.  On the sign-up form, choose Thanks-
giving Lutheran as your church and select “bill my church” as your payment option.  This allows us 
to receive discounts and keeps our cost down.  Then, just make your checks out to T!LC and drop it 
off with Gary, Molly or the church office. 

Please contact Gary with any questions: gary.olson@thanks-giving.org  

Upcoming Events: 

April 8 - 9 – Jr High Spring Retreat 
May 13 – 6:00-8:00 Confirmation Banquet 
May 14 – Renewal of Faith through Baptism/Re-affirmation of Baptism  
May 15 – 8:15 & 11:00 Confirmation Sunday 
July 10-16 – Summer Camp   

Summer Trip: 

Does hiking, white water rafting, worshiping God and serving in Colorado sound fun? Awesome!    
Because we are going to Colorado this year for our Senior High Summer trip and we are doing all of 
those things and more. No high schooler would want to miss it.  

When: July 17-23  

Where: Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center near Estes Park, Co.  

Cost: $400 

How to get your spot: There are only 40 spots available for this trip. When these spots are filled, 
there is nothing we can do to get you on the trip.  

In order to reserve your or your student’s spot, you must bring a $100 non-refundable deposit 
and give it to Jonathan Miller or Kelly Marz.  The deposit guarantees your spot on the trip.  

Full Payment Due: May 29th.  Scholarships are available on a case to case basis. Please      
contact Jonathan with any questions: 402-661-9964 or jon.miller@thanks-giving.org. 



 

 

He has risen! He has risen, indeed!  When we look back on the lessons learned during the 
Lenten season and Easter Day, let’s continue to expand our horizons by utilizing all that 
the T!LC Library has to offer!  Whether it be fictional stories to fill your heart and mind with 

the love of God; reference books to enhance your bible study or books to help you expand your 
knowledge of the people, places and times from ancient history, these are all available  
Featured below are books of spiritual growth that can be found on the cart:  
MADAME JEANNE GUYON by Harold Chadwick  
Two great classic on prayer and experiencing God in one volume.  
ENTREPRENEURIAL FAITH by Kirbyjon Caldwell and Walt Kallestad with Paul Sorensen 
“Launching bold initiatives to expand God’s kingdom. These two pastors have drawn up a compel-
ling blueprint to help you and your church move out of the sanctuary and into the community.” 
HE CAME TO SET THE CAPTIVES FREE BY Rebecca Brown, MD 
“This is an honest, in-depth account of Satan’s activities today. Read to see how to combat!” 
I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT by Michael Green 
“Michael Green traces the doctrine of the Holy Spirit through the Old and New Testaments and 
then addresses the particular issues that engage so much attention today.” 
LAZRUS AWAKENING by Joanna Weaver 
 “For many of us, moving the truth of God’s love from our heads to our hearts is a life long process. 
You believe that God loves the world…but sometimes you wonder if He truly loves you. Ms Weaver 
invites you to experience a divine shift in how you view your relationship with God.” Joanna is the 
best- selling author of “Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World.” 
FREEDOM IN THE SPIRIT by Dr. Lloyd John 
“Experiencing the release of God’s power in your life.” 
FALLING IN LOVE WITH THE BIBLE  by Mike Macintosh author of Galling In Love With Prayer” 
“Falling Love with the Bible will motivate you to dig deeper into God’s Word. And when  you do, 
prepare for life-changing miracles.  
TWINKLE by Elisa Morgan 
“Sharing your faith one light at a time. Being a light in a dark place is a challenge. When it comes to 
sharing faith, it’s easy to bump up against a pile of evangelism fears and go no further. With real life 
stores, scriptural insight and practical advice, Elisa will get you pat the I can’t of sharing your faith.” 
COME THIRSTY by Max Lucado 
“What image best describes your heart? A water drenched kid in the front of an open fire hydrant 
or a bristled, desert tumbleweed."  Read on and discover how to “receive Christ’s work on the cross, 
The energy of his Spirit, His lordship over your life, and his unending, unfailing love.” 
MY FIRST MESSAGE” by Eugene H. Peterson 
“ A devotional Bible for Kids for ages 4 to 8. Point your kids in the right direction – when they are old 
they won’t be lost.”  
The library is free and no late fee if you keep the book, DVD or CD beyond the due back date. We 
are happy you enjoyed and hope you will pick out another one. The only rule in utilizing the library is 
that what you take is returned when you are done.  
God’s peace! 
 Vicki d 

The T!LC Library Corner 
April 2016 
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WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249; Usher Captains (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 
             (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 
             (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  
             (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

APRIL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team         Ushers All of April 

April 2 & 3  Holy Communion 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 1  Molly & Gary Baumert  Rick Power, Jim Bierman 

           Chuck McNeill, Marcus Leseberg 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 4 Deb Brandt   9:30am   Kate & Ken Bischoff, Pat Sohm 

           Jackie Fuxa 

          11:00am  Rob Madden, Tom Tritsch 

             Jeanne & Al Zamiska 

April 9 & 10 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  5 Lisa Sager 

April 16 & 17 Holy Communion 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 1 Pam Engelbart & Sue Hoogeveen 

April 23 & 24 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 2 Boever & Finerty 



 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

04/24 Cole Pasteka 
04/24 Christina Tritsch 
04/24 Kate Zakaras 
04/24 Lucas Caldwell 
04/25 Kiran Dodge 
04/25 Kami Dyrstad 
04/25 Frank Gorhau 
04/25 Kailey Waszak 
04/25 Jordan Nichols 
04/25 Shelly Olinger 
04/25 Andrew Nelson 
04/25 Michael Fabry 
04/25 Madison Atkins (Jones) 
04/26 Jared Talty 
04/26 Cris Deanna Fisher 
04/26 MacKenzie Clark 
04/26 Camryn Durbin 
04/27 Steve Moore 
04/27 Peyton Buck 
04/28 Alan Zamiska 
04/28 Melissa Whetzal 
04/28 Dennis Gilbert 
04/28 Sanford Nelson 
04/28 Addison Toelle 
04/28 Matthew Wittry 
04/29 Leah Biodrowski 
04/29 Brooke Childers 
04/29 Karen Moser 
04/29 Bryce Wayt 
04/29 Warren Raab 
04/29 Jadelyn Smith 
04/30 Caleb Conley 
04/30 Catherine Brandt 
04/30 Meredith Gladbach 
04/30 Baylee Conley 
04/30 Norman Pavel 
04/30 Lisa Andree 
04/30 Aron Koth 
 

04/11 Chris Johnson 
04/11 Christine Tackett 
04/11 Joy Stumme 
04/11 Gianluca Bruzzano 
04/11 Amy Dow 
04/12 Kiera Roberts 
04/12 Vicki Van Cleave 
04/12 Craig Christians 
04/12 Daelyn Barker 
04/12 Sawyer Patzer 
04/12 Mark Dorn 
04/12 Nelly Konkin 
04/13 Andrew Koehler 
04/13 Gretchen Brown 
04/13 Phoebe Bevins 
04/13 Toni Peterson 
04/13 Douglas Sakalosky 
04/14 Gary Amen 
04/14 Sharra Smith 
04/14 Kellie Stopak 
04/14 Scott Kalk 
04/14 Susan Stoessel 
04/14 Gwendolyn Cornelius 
04/14 Alicia Richards 
04/14 Drew Davidson 
04/14 John Wolken 
04/14 Madilynn Marburger 
04/14 Molly Valdez 
04/15 Ryan Kerstetter 
04/15 Joshua Grafelman 
04/15 Grace Grafelman 
04/15 Teri Andersen 
04/15 Richard Biermann 
04/16 Devon Cutinella 
04/16 Brenda Johnson 
04/16 Abby Hansen 
04/16 Ted Erickson 
04/16 Rebecca Jackson 
04/16 Chloe Brockhaus 
04/17 Lisa Rippe 
04/18 Pamela Gershon 
04/18 Lorrraine Hunt 
04/19 Regan Catterson 
04/19 Joe Graff 
04/19 Aaron Weitzel 
04/19 Kevin Hanna 
04/19 Louden Ferguson 
04/19 Joe Dyess 
04/20 Sonya Schindler 
04/20 Daniel Peterson 
04/21 Nathan Wallman 
04/22 Katie Green 
04/22 Harold Carlson 
04/22 Pam Althof 
04/22 Harbor Smith 
04/22 Carla Reynolds 
04/23 Aaron Heiden 
04/23 Keela Burkholder 
04/23 Travis Patterson 
04/23 Doug Woodard 
04/23 David Barker 
04/23 Sheri Brown 
04/23 Chaz Ferry 
04/24 Mason Hoogeveen 
04/24 DeEtt Harless 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
04/01 Carol Cisar 
04/01 Sandra Albers 
04/01 Caleb Goetz 
04/01 Trinity Kothe 
04/01 Caleb Goetz 
04/01 Chad Williams 
04/02 Julie Wells 
04/02 Shawn Dawson 
04/02 Marsha Trowbridge 
04/02 Trevelene Coyle 
04/03 Sara Fjell 
04/03 Harley Urbain 
04/03 Christina Towne 
04/03 Kaylee Taylor 
04/03 Caitlin Cassell 
04/03 Anna Thoma 
04/03 Debbie Dreier 
04/03 Andie Andrews 
04/03 Kaitlin Parker 
04/03 Jason Heiden 
04/04 Jeffrey Ryan 
04/04 Jake Kunkle 
04/04 Austin Anderson 
04/04 Samuel Dramse 
04/04 Lisa Ferguson 
04/04 Jaydon Bowen 
04/04 Siovhan Andree 
04/04 Patrick Schuster 
04/04 Benjamin Wyatt 
04/05 Ryan Duerk 
04/05 Liam Joyce 
04/05 Helen Moses 
04/05 Kristi Wittry 
04/06 Payton Adams 
04/06 Julie Costello 
04/06 Jewel Sansone 
04/06 Cathy Wilson 
04/06 Marna Raymond 
04/07 Chassidy Kruger 
04/07 Dirk Frey 
04/08 Rose Ryba 
04/08 Kathryn Thomas 
04/08 Carolyn Decker 
04/08 Alexi Ahlers 
04/08 Susan Madden 
04/08 Pamela Bevins 
04/08 Megan Wegner 
04/08 Scott Cassell 
04/08 Riley Jensen 
04/08 Rosemary Haire 
04/08 Maris Clark 
04/08 Barb Helwig 
04/09 Roger Laabs 
04/09 Mark Ahlers 
04/09 Donald Smith 
04/09 Lindsey Pfender 
04/09 Georgia Peterson 
04/09 Maxine Scott 
04/09 Megan Hanna 
04/09 William Gillen 
04/09 Hank Ryan 
04/09 Alex Serwatowski 
04/10 Benjamin Heckens 
04/10 Abigail Wiitanen 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
04/16/1950 Harley & Ethel Urbain 
04/02/1966 Marty & Maureen Delahanty 
04/15/1967 Ambrose & Diane Heying 
04/20/1978 Doug & Julie Sakalosky 
04/21/1979 Anthony & Mary Belford 
04/19/1980 Tim & Donna Frederick 
04/10/1982 John & Dana Thomas 
04/08/1983 Larry & Renae Mai 
04/30/1983 Ken & Jeanette Flegle 
04/07/1984 Joe & Ginny Dyess 
04/22/1989 Frank & Jan Pasteka 
04/11/1992 Bryan & Pat Beckham 
04/13/1998 Richard & Julie Wells 
04/17/1999 Tony & Holly Scarpello 
04/24/1999 Greg & Nicole Clark 
04/06/2001 Dennis & Tracy Gramps 
04/06/2002 Matt & Kristi Waszak 
04/24/2004 Matt & Toni Peterson 
04/06/2009 Chris & Theresa Andersen 

BAPTISM 

SYMPATHY 

February 28, 2016 
Jenna Marie Shipman daughter of 
Jeanie & Jon Shipman.  Sponsors are 
Erica & Josh Shipman and Leah & Bri-
an Jorgensen. 

Marie Kristina Mills, daughter of 
Amanda & Joseph Mills.  Sponsors are 
Jocelyn & Daniel Medrano 

March 6, 2016 
Anna Marie Andersen, daughter of 
Theresa & Chris Andersen.  Sponsors 
are Kent Hylok & Teri Andersen 

March 19, 2016 
Chloe Grace Christopherson     
daughter of Melissa & Ben Chris-
topherson. Sponsors are John        
Christopherson and Kimberly Barlow 

Bob Hamilton and Family in the death 
of Liz Hamilton on March 11, 2016 

Thank you T!LC Family for all of your 
thoughts, prayers and cards.  Your support 
has been appreciated by my whole family. 

Bob Hamilton 



 

 

The May 
Newsletter  

Deadline is:  
Friday, April 15 

 

 

 

 

For Care 
Ministry 
Assistance . . 
During Church 
Office Hours: 
Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 
Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice 
mail number 402.292.7633 and 
leave a message. Rhonda Rupert, 
Care Ministry Coordinator 
will  contact you. 

 Dates to Remember: 
 
April 9 - Kids Against Hunger Packing 

April 17 - 2nd Grade Faith Milestones Class 

April 17 - God’s Not Dead 2 showing at 3pm 

April 22 & 23 - Cleansing Stream Retreat 

April 23 & 24 - 2nd Grade Faith Milestone Presentations 

Women’s Book Study will be held at 7:00 
PM on Monday, April 11th at the Bellevue 
home of Linda Simodynes. To reach 
Linda’s home at 2724 Woodbine Court, 
drive Fort Crook Road. One block south 
of Cornhusker, turn West onto Bryan      
Avenue (watch street signs only on the 
west side; street name on the east side is 
Herman Drive). Two blocks later, turn left 
onto Willow Avenue. At the crest of the 
hill and beyond the sixth single family 
house on the left, turn left in front of the 
two story townhouses. Linda’s home is 
the fourth door. 
 
Study Leader Karen Rowell has asked us 
to complete Weeks Nine and Ten (pages 
91 – 112) of the Having the Mary Spirit 
Study Guide. We will view the accompa-
nying DVD. 
 
Questions? Call or email Linda (402-345-
2923; Simodynesl@hotmail.com) or        
co-hostess Cathy Muhle (402-291-2293; 
cathysmuhle@gmail.com). Please let one 
or the other know if you cannot attend. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the 
meeting and remind you that this is a 
“scent free” evening. 

Women’s Book Study 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Phone: 402.292.2695 
Fax: 402.292.0248 
E-mail: sara.zivny@thanks-giving.org 
Website: www.thanks-giving.org 
Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 
T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service 
Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 
 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 
Nursery Available for All Services 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
September through May….. 
 Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 
 Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 
 Youth Sunday School  9:30am 
 Adult Sunday School 9:30am 
 Wednesday Night Awana (PreK—6th grade) 
 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 
 Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

T!LC STAFF 
Pastors:   
   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 
   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 
Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 
Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 
Office Manager   Sara Zivny 
Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 
RTF Ministry Director  Lisa  Zaloudek 
Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 
Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 
Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 
Children’s Ministry Director Connie Barnhart (Interim) 
Kidz Church Leaders  Richard Zolnowski/Traci Johnson 
Awana Director   Lisa Sager, Meagan Cinfel 
Student Ministry Director  Pastor David Witkop 
Student Ministry Admin Asst. Kelly Marz 
Nursery Director   Katie Wallman 
Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 
 
 

OUR IDENTITY STATEMENT 
We are followers of Christ who aspire to Be Like Jesus in every way, living life Up, In and Out! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Bellevue NE 68005 

Permit No. 64 

THANKSGIVING! LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3702 S 370 PLAZA 
BELLEVUE NE 68123-1206 

Life Change 
through 

Life in Christ! 

 

2016 


