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“I am about to do a new thing;  
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 

Isaiah 43:19a (NSRV) 
 

What if we were ready spiritually and financially to joyfully respond to the next new thing that God is 
preparing for us. For example, what if the Lord calls us … 
 
 To open a new coffee house, that trains and employs teenagers, or refugees, or underemployed 

people? 
 To begin a new youth sports ministry that is both life-giving to families, and also disciple-making? 
 To start a new satellite church, to reach new people for Christ? 
 To start a new training center for the next generation of leaders? 
 To start a new summer family camp to encourage parents, strengthen marriages, love children, 

and mentor teenagers? 
 

What if some of your dreams for T!LC are already part of the new thing which God is now preparing 
for us and which may spring forth at any time? 
 

Preparing for the Future is the name of our new capital appeal, designed to help us to be ready    
financially to respond to the next new season of ministry when the Lord reveals it to us. As you      
probably know by now, our goal is to raise $1.5M over the next three years (above and beyond our 
regular offerings to the General Fund) in order to retire the debt on the Family Life Center, to make 
some needed capital improvements, to replenish the reserve account used to repair the retaining 
wall next to the South Campus Building, and to fund the T!LC Endowment Trust. By now you should 
have received a packet of materials at a worship service or in the mail which include a campaign 
brochure, frequently asked questions and answers, and an estimate of giving card. Please read 
these documents carefully and prayerfully, asking the Lord to show you how you might partner with 
us in this important season in our congregation’s life. Finally, I want you to be aware of a few          
important dates in May as they pertain to our appeal.  
 

 Commitment Sunday – April 30 & May 1 – At services this weekend we will have the opportunity 
to bring forward to the altar our campaign estimate of giving cards, and we will ask God to bless 
and consecrate our intentions. 

 First Fruits Sunday – May 14-15 – At services this weekend we are encouraging one another to 
begin giving to the appeal, giving as generous a gift as possible towards your estimate of giving. 

 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this important appeal! 
 
 

Continued on page 2…………….. 



 

 

T!LC Summer Boot Camp – This is a fun summer opportunity for individuals and families to gather for a 
meal, fun and learning. Boot camp will help develop our character and skill set as we explore what 

it means to follow Christ, as we are discipled and grow in our discipling skills, as 
we explore and experience the missional life, and as we connect with one      
another in meaningful relationships.  This will be our third boot camp, and each 
year it is refined and updated. We are very excited to offer this opportunity once 
again. Everyone is welcome! The nursery will be available, and there will be a fun 
component for children. It would be very helpful for our planning purposes if you 
register online at http://www.thanks-giving.org/summer-boot-camp-2016/ 
 

Wednesday Evenings – June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, Aug. 3 
6:00 pm – Dinner (T!LC will provide something grilled. You bring a side to share.) 
6:40 pm – Worship 
7:00 pm – Teaching for Adults and Separate Children’s Fun 
7:30 pm – Small Group Discussion 
8:00 pm – Ends 

Continued from page 1... 

Strategic Plan Update 
We continue to implement the goals and strategies that were developed from 
the CAT survey along with discernment through the Holy Spirit. An important 
note is that as we continue in this process, we see that so many areas intersect 
so, as we implement changes in one area, it will have positive impact in other 
areas. As you read this, please realize that even though we have it sectioned 
out topically, we are viewing this not as individual parts but pieces of a larger 
picture. 

 

STAFFING UPDATE 

 Connections Director will likely be hired in May. 
 Care Ministry Team Leader job description is being developed. 
 All existing staff roles have been reviewed.  Staff roles and written descriptions have been      

amended, as needed, to implement the goal of re-aligning staff structure with more specialized 
focus for each position. 

IMPROVING THE PROCESS BY WHICH PEOPLE GET CONNECTED INTO MINISTRY 

 Throughout the summer, you will begin to see information about how to become connected in a 
ministry.  

 A thoughtful, detailed plan has been developed and is underway to train and equip staff to move 
from “doers to equippers”. 

 There will be new opportunities for a level of lay leadership to become more involved in ministry   
areas. 

DEVELOP COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY TO BETTER INCORPORATE NEW PEOPLE 

 An analysis of how we interface with visitors has begun. This is being done through observation, 
conversation with ministry teams and analysis of our processes and systems. 

 Key strategies are being identified to improve every aspect of Sunday morning ministry. 

MORE DISCIPLINED FOCUS ON PLANNING AND IMPLEMENATION 

 A ministry planning process is underway in each ministry area which will be completed in May. This 
process will identify the goals and objectives for each ministry area for the remainder of the year 
and will be the grid through which decisions will be made. 



 

 

T!LC Care Ministry 
Providing Care Ministry for the Whole Person 

Spirit~ Soul ~ and Body 

National Day of Prayer 
The 65th annual National Day of Prayer, Thursday May 5, 2016, will have profound significance for 

our country.  It is an unprecedented opportunity to see the Lord’s healing and renewing power 
made manifest as we call on all citizens to humbly come before His throne. 

 

The theme for 2016 is Wake Up America, emphasizing the need for individuals, corporately and   
individually, to humbly pray to our God in reverence and repentance. “Shout it aloud, do not hold 
back. Raise your voice like a trumpet.” Isaiah 58:1a is the Scripture chosen for this year to highlight 
the theme. 
 

For the May 5th observances, Dr. Tony Evans, the 2016 Honorary      
Chairman, crafted  a special prayer to be simultaneously read through-
out the nation at noon eastern time (see prayer below).   This petition 
will create a huge wave of prayer, flowing from one coast to the other,  
illustrating the unity of God’s people and acknowledging His              
Sovereignty over all the circumstances facing us.  Millions of people will 
gather to pray. We invite each of you to join Christians across our    
country to pray for our Nation. At this crucial time for our nation, we can 
do nothing more important than pray. 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
We come to You today as a humble people desperate for Your supernatural intervention on       
behalf of our beloved nation.  First, we thank You for all the blessings You have bestowed on our 
land, blessings that have allowed us to bring so much good and benefit to not only our own        
citizens but also to the rest of the world. The very ideals upon which this country was founded were 
based on biblical truths, no matter how some try to rewrite history to deny that very fact today. 
 

This is why our hearts are so broken over how You continue to be marginalized and dismissed by 
both our people and our institutions. We are also saddened by the fact that Your people have 
contributed greatly to the spiritual apathy that now engulfs us. Our satisfaction in remaining        
religious without being fully committed to living out the truths of Your Word has caused us to       
become co-conspirators with the forces of evil that are destroying us as a society. 
 

It is for this reason that we personally and collectively repent of our carnality and recommit         
ourselves to becoming visible and verbal disciples of Jesus Christ. Enable us, by Your Spirit, to no 
longer be secret agent Christians but rather to publicly declare and live out Your truth in a spirit of 
love so that You feel welcome in our country once again. 
 

Thank You for Your promise to hear our prayers when we call to You with hearts of repentance 
and obedience, which is how we are appealing to You today, Father. On behalf of Your church, 
we affirm afresh the priority You are to us that You would fill every dimension of our lives as we 
seek to bring You glory through the advancement of Your kingdom in our personal lives, our family 
lives, and in the lives of our churches and our government leaders. We confidently invite heaven’s 
intervention into all the affairs of our nation and we praise You in advance for Your answer. 
 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Heritage Sanctuary will be open from 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. for anyone to come and pray. 



 

 

Discipleship Pathways 
Lisa Zaloudek 

Lisa.zaloudek@thanks-giving.org 

 
Come Experience Abiding Worship 
 

 Be still and experience the love & presence of God 
 Bless the Lord & receive His blessing of love & peace in return 
 Rest, encouragement & relief from the burdens of daily life 
 

Worship Leaders: Matt and Amy Peterson 
Worship from 6pm-7pm; Prayer 7pm-7:30pm in the Heritage Sanctuary.   

 

The Barnabas Prayer Team will be available after worship for those desiring prayer. 
 

Sunday May 22 
 

For Questions or more information please contact Lisa Zaloudek or Amy Peterson at 
sweetiepetey3@gmail.com 

 
Barnabas Prayer Ministry 

At T!LC, we believe in the power and importance of prayer.  If you are 
in need of physical, emotional or spiritual healing, we invite you to 
consider scheduling a time of prayer with a Barnabas Prayer Ministry 
Team.  A small number (2-3) of trained, compassionate Barnabas    
Ministers will pray with you during a scheduled prayer session to seek 
break through in the area(s) or concern. 
 

For more information please contact Lisa Zaloudek at lisa.zaloudek@thanks-giving.org or call the 
church office at 402-292-2695. 

Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! 
 

The Senior Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! will  gather for a time of connection, conversation, and 
fellowship on the second Friday of the month.  All senior single sisters are welcome. 
 
The May gathering will be May 13, 2016, at Lansky’s, 3909 Twin 
Creek Drive, Bellevue, beginning at 11:30.   

 

For any questions you may have, or to RSVP for the May gathering, 
contact Geneva James at 402-292-3912 or at dunwrkng@gmail.com. 



 

 

T!LC Golf League 
The T!LC Golf League is now forming.  

Please sign up before May 3rd! 
 
The first play date is May 10th (Tuesday) with the first tee time @ 5:00 PM  
The league plays at the nearby Tregaron Golf Course.  
 

Cost is $21.00/week for green fees & cart for 9 holes 
There is also a $25.00 one-time league fee - covers prizes and 
end of the season dinner 
 
Sign up on the poster in the church lobby or by calling 
Corky Rice 
 
 
 

This league is for anyone who would like to enjoy the out of doors with friends. Our league is a “hit & 
giggle” league meaning we keep score just for the fun of it and hopefully  
see how much we have improved by the end of the season. 

For more information: 
Corky Rice 
cgrice111@gmail.com 
402-292-9310 or  
402-680-1436 

Kids Against Hunger Update! 
T!LC, A GREAT BIG THANK YOU!!  for your support of Kids against Hunger.       
Participants had a wonderful time packing essential food for starving and    
hungry people.  We packed 60,480 meals and had over 325 total T!LC          
participants for setup, packing, teardown and chair setup.  This was a total       
T!LC effort by the planning team and our church family.  May the Lord         
continue to bless this ministry and those that participate in it.  

We serve an awesome God!   

Let Us Pray for You! 
IF you are not able to fill out a prayer request or communication 
card during church services there is a  Prayer & Communication 
box located at the Welcome Center in the T!LC Lobby for you to 

fill out and drop in your prayers!  

The prayer -communication box will be checked daily and your 
prayer requests will be directed to the prayer team. 



 

 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org 

Staying the Course 
Is the name of our 2-year capital campaign that began the weekend of May 4, 2014. Like our former 
capital campaign, the goal of Staying the Course will be debt reduction as we continue to retire the 
mortgage on the Family Life Center.  Estimates of giving received were; 102 estimates of giving for 
$249,074 over a 2-year period.  Actual contributions received through March 2016 were $352,046.62 
or 141.3% of the estimates of giving. Additional principal payments from the Pathway to Freedom 
campaign and Staying the Course campaign (May 2012 - March 2016) now total $746,537.36 and 
has saved approximately $503,106 in interest payments over the loan period and effectively reduces 
the loan period by seventeen years and eight months.  We will continue to make regular additional 
principal payments from the Staying the Course capital campaign as they are received.   
 
Preparing for the Future 
This is the name of our next capital campaign that will begin in May of this year and the goal is to 
position T!LC to be debt free and financially strong by April of 2019 so that we will be ready for what 
God might be preparing for our congregation in the future. 
 
Lenten Offerings 
Again this year 100% of all offerings received during our mid-week Lenten services; that totaled 
$15,123.50, went to support the work of Habitat for Humanity of Sarpy County. Thank you for your 
generous support of this ministry. 
 
Simply Giving 
If you participate in the Simply Giving automated contribution system and would like to make a 
change in your contribution; you may either make the change on your own by logging into your 
personal account that you set up or by filling out a Simply Giving form and returning to Harold      
Carlson at the church. Forms are available on the reading rack outside of the Heritage sanctuary or 
can be downloaded from the T!LC website. 
 
Did you know that T!LC has the ability to receive electronic funds transfers (EFT) through a program 
called Simply Giving?  Simply Giving is a safe and reliable electronic funds transfer program. To enroll 
go to our website (www.thanks-giving.org) and click on “Give” at the top right hand corner at the 
top of the home page. You can also contact our Simply Giving Coordinator, Harold Carlson at the 
church office at 402-292-2695 or harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org for more information about the 
Simply Giving program. 
 
Automobile Donation Needed 
Do you or someone that you know, have a reliable automobile that could be donate to T!LC?  We 
continue to receive requests from families in need of reliable transportation.  Please contact Harold 
Carlson at the church office for more information. 

Line Item March March YTD YTD Line Item March March YTD YTD

Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 108,651.20 123,047.00 348,106.69 317,497.00 Facility/Operations 56,204.12 38,492.00 139,362.50 109,135.00

Non‐pledged Giving 46,859.35 39,164.00 131,026.35 111,482.00 Ministry 47,702.62 54,075.00 143,669.13 135,468.00

Other Revenue 20,294.18 26,406.00 51,853.26 65,358.00 Personnel 69,459.83 76,306.00 214,718.15 223,225.00

Ministry Challenge 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Income 175,804.73 188,617.00 530,986.30 494,337.00 Total Expense 173,366.57 168,873.00 497,749.78 467,828.00

Income Expense

General Fund ‐ March 2016

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church



 

 

 

At our March meeting council established a Governance Task Force whose        
purpose is to discuss and make recommendations to the board on matters of    
governance and accountability. The task force is open to the board, senior pastor 
and executive pastor and meets the first Sunday of the month. In the near future, 
the task force will also include key leaders within the congregation.  

 

The first meeting was held on April 3 and the following recommendations were made: 

1) Recommend we develop a philosophy of governance as to how staff and council will work      
together and resolve conflicts. We will begin this process at the May 1st task force meeting as we 
address the need for a board policy book. 

2) Recommend a standard format for staff monthly reports that helps staff members to think        
strategically and measures their progress toward goals and objectives. This was well received by 
the staff. Kristi Waszak created a draft form which will be a starting place to generate the form. 

3) Recommend council strategize more effective ways to communicate council business to staff 
and congregation. First step forward is a comprehensive report put together by Sandy             
Van Cleave which discusses communication styles, tools and methods as well as generational 
differences. 

4) Recommend a task force to design succession/transition plans for all pastors and senior staff 
such as the business manager. 

The council met for its regular meeting on April 21st. Here are the highlights: 

1) Discussed the task force’s recommendations and appointed a transition task force as well as a 
planning team for a board/staff retreat to be held this fall.  

2) Carol Umberger and Hugh Finerty presented a model of a performance management system, 
explaining how such a system mimics the Kairos circle. Discussion also on the roles and             
responsibilities of staff and the board within that system. 

3) The Executive Council has shifted its agenda-forming meeting back a week to the Tuesday of 
the week prior to council meeting. This will give council members sufficient time to study reports 
and other information as well as time to pray about issues prior to the council meeting. 

4) Gerry Navarro and Scott Pfender provided an update on the technology task force’s             
recommendations for infrastructure priorities. Questions remain but overall council is very           
enthused by and supportive of this initial assessment.  

5) Discussed council’s role in providing future visioning, mindful of the congregation’s priorities as 
stated in the CAT.  

Respectfully submitted 

Carol Umberger 

T!LC Council President 

T!LC Congregation Council Repost 
Carol Umberger - Council President 
carol.umberger@thanks-giving.org 



 

 

Children’s Ministry Newsletter 

2016 

Connie	Barnhart													childmin@thanks‐giving.org										402‐292‐2695	 

Come dive into the Deep Sea Discovery Vacation Bible School this 
summer! VBS is June 27-July 1, 2016 from 9:00 am- 12:00 pm. Our Deep Sea Discovery will encourage kids to 
dive into God’s Word to see how He has been with His people every step of the way.  Games, music, crafts, 
hands on   activities and sea science will help kids experience a VBS adventure like no other! 

 Online Registration for students is open now.  

 Volunteers can register now on T!LC’s website under the Kids & Youth Tab.   
Contact Molly Miller at molly.miller@thanks0giving.org with any questions! 

June 27 - July 1  9am - 12noon 

Kids of the King Summer Day Camp (KOTK) 
Tuesday May 31 - Friday August 5; Monday - Friday 6:30am-6:00pm 

 

Ryan Cinfel - Director; rkcinfel@gmail.com or 402-957-5497 
Kids of the King provides a recreational program for children entering kindergarten through 
sixth grade.  The camp’s mission is to provide each child with a loving atmosphere designed to 
help children to grow physically, socially, and spiritually through small group bible study,        
exciting chapel times, and a unique blend of field trips and activities each day.  KOTK meets in 
the Lower Level of Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church. 

Fees:  $35 Registration/Family 
$30 Per Day/$115 Per Week - Families only pay for days their child attends. 

 

More information visit  http://www.thanks-giving.org/kids-of-the-king-day-camp/ 

Finishing Up For The Year 
As we end our 2015-2016 Awana year, we 
would like to take some time to let all of the 
clubbers know how proud we are of their     
accomplishments this year.  Taking time to 
study for AWANA each week can be          
challenging with other commitments going on 
in life, and needs to be praised.  Studying and 
memorizing God’s word will only strengthen 
your faith and prepare you to battle a sinful 
world. 

However, even though Awana is  coming to 
an end for this year, it doesn’t mean that you 
need to finish learning God’s word.  We        
encourage you to keep reviewing the verses 
that you learned and even challenge yourself 
to learn new scripture. 

May 4 — T&T Store 

May 11 —Frantic Finish 
 

May 18— End of Year 

Award Ceremony 

Lessons in May 

Award Ceremony 
Please join us in celebrating all the hard work our 

clubbers have accomplished this year! We will host 
our 7th  Annual Award Ceremony on    Wednesday, 

May 18th 6:30-8:00pm 

(refreshments after the ceremony) 



 

 

For more information please visit http://www.thanks-giving.org/employment-opportunities/ 

Thanksgiving! is seeking a self‐motivated person who loves to develop people of all ages to be like Jesus.  

The majority of our NextGen pastor’s time will be committed to reaching out and discipling our junior and 

senior high students, as well as working with our existing 18‐30 year olds to reach their peers.  A strong 

work  ethic,  a  love  for  people,  Christ‐like  humility  and  a  teachable  heart  are  all  qualities  that we  are       

looking for in our next pastor. 

Thanksgiving! is a thriving congregation of approximately 1500 members, worshipping 850 on an average 

weekend.   Although Lutheran  in  its tradition and history, Thanksgiving! has an evangelical feel.   We are 

committed  to  reaching  outside  the  walls  of  the  church  with  the  Gospel.        The  heart  and  soul  of          

Thanksgiving!  is being a discipleship movement    focused on authentic community and making disciples 

who make disciples.    In  fact, our mission at every  level  is  to prepare and equip disciples to go out and 

make  more  disciples.    We  love  seeing  lives  transformed.    Therefore,  as  pastors  and  staff,  we  are            

committed to the transformation process ourselves.  We are committed to the inspired Word of God, the 

historical creeds of the church, and the doctrine that we are saved by grace, through faith, for a  life of 

good works. 

Thanksgiving! is located in suburban Omaha, Nebraska in the city of Bellevue (population approx. 60,000) 

overlooking the Missouri River.  Bellevue has a large military population, both active duty and retired, due 

to the presence of Offutt Air Force Base.  Bellevue is known for strong schools, strong community, and an 

amazing amount of diversity because of  the air  force base.   Bellevue  is eight miles south of Omaha, a    

vibrant Midwestern  city  famous  for  its  hospitality  and  innovation.   Omaha  is  home  to  over  800,000        

people who welcome visitors with open arms and authentic Midwestern hospitality.  Omaha has always 

been a dynamic, energetic city that  is continually transforming  itself.     Additionally, Omaha  is home to a 

number of Fortune 500 companies  including:   Berkshire Hathaway, Union Pacific Railroad, Peter Kiewit 

Sons'  Inc and Mutual of Omaha Companies.   Finally, Omaha has had the privilege of hosting the NCAA   

College World Series for more than 60 years.  The ten‐day event is a giant fan fest that fills the entire city 

NextGen Pastor Call  

Part-time Bookkeeper Position Available 
T!LC has a part-time bookkeeper position available approximately 3-5 hours per day       
Monday through Friday assisting the Treasurer and Operations Manager maintaining the 
general ledger,  employee payroll, preparing financial and trend reports, and processing     
in-coming and out-going mail. 
Must be able to work professionally with individuals and groups, have strong organizational 
and administrative skills and a working knowledge of QuickBooks software and Microsoft    
Office products. A Bachelor’s degree in finance/accounting or similar job experience with 
non-profit organizations is desirable. Resumes will be received through the end of May 2016. 
If interested in applying for this position please send your resume to Harold Carlson at the 
church office or email to harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org. Question should be directed to 
Harold Carlson at 402.292.2695 ext. 307. 



 

 

www.thanks-giving.org 

May  2016 

For 5th and 6th Grade Students! For 7th and 8th Grade Students! For 9th—12th Grade Students! 

          Molly Miller                  Gary Olson & Molly Miller   Jon Miller & Molly Miller 
molly.miller@thanks-giving.org        gary.olson@thanks-giving.org             jon.miller@thanks-giving.org 

It’s hard to believe the school year has almost come to a close. We have had such a great time to-
gether this year! From bowling to can-collecting for the local food pantry, paintball to the second 
annual T!LC ‘TP the neighborhood’ event, and from retreats to everything in-between, we’ve been 
praising God the whole time. We want to stay connected this summer by going to Riverside togeth-
er, check out the details below! 

This summer we are going to Riverside Lutheran Camp in Story City, Iowa from July 17-22 (Junior’s 
camp, Week 6).  We still have a few spots to fill so we hope if you have registered you, you will 
make a commitment to join us! To register go to http://www.riversidelbc.org/programs/register. The 
cost of camp to you is $210. The Riverside will show it being over $400 but T!LC is generous enough 
to pay half the cost of camp for every one of our students. We also receive discounts for registering 
early and being a member church.  To receive the discounts, you must pay the church, not the 
camp.  

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Molly Miller at molly.miller@thanks-giving.org.  

Acolyte Training - Students exiting 4th grade and older 
If you are interested in being trained as a acolyte, a training session is scheduled 
for Saturday, May 21 beginning at 3:15pm.  Training will begin in the Heritage   
Sanctuary and will last for about an hour.  To register for the training or if you have 
questions please contact:   
Elizabeth Becker at elizabethbecker2@gmail.com 
 



 

 

End of Year Bash: Wednesday, May 25th 
Our seniors are graduating and the High School Ministry as a whole wants to honor them this May!  
So save the date for Wednesday, May 25th! We are going to be celebrating our graduating seniors, 
enjoying great food, and having a blast.  
 

Summer Trip: 
Does professionally guided hiking, white water rafting, worshiping God and serving at Compassion 
International Headquarters sound like a power experience? Awesome! Because we are going to Col-
orado this year for our Senior High Summer trip and we are doing all of those things and more. No 
high schooler would want to miss it.  

When: July 17-23  
Where: Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center near Estes Park, Co.  
Original cost: $500 
Every student gets a $200 scholarship from the church! 
Cost Now: $300 
 

How to get your spot: There are only 40 spots available for this trip and spots are rapidly filling up. 
Once we have 40 people signed up, there is no way we can get you on the trip.  
 

In order to reserve your or your student’s spot, you must bring a $100 non-refundable deposit and give 
it to Jonathan Miller or Kelly Marz.  The deposit guarantees your spot on the trip.  
 

Full Payment Due: May 29th.  Scholarships are available on a case to case basis. Please contact Jona-
than with any questions: 402-661-9964 or jon.miller@thanks-giving.org. 
 

Parent Information Meeting: June 26th in the Youth Room from 4pm-5:30pm. All students and parents 
of the students going on the summer trip must attend this meeting if physically able. If you are not 
able to attend, please contact Jon Miller.  

Junior High May is here which means – Confirmation is here! Thank you for allowing us to come along-
side you during this important moment in your student’s faith life. The week of confirmation will be a 
busy week so please take special note of all the important dates to keep in mind.  
May 2-6, 2016 All projects, life verse selections, and confirmation requirements are due to the T!LC      
office no later than May 6, 2016. This will allow ample time for us to properly prepare for the banquet. 
Wednesday May 11th at 6:30pm is Confirmation pictures and rehearsal. All 8th grade students who 
plan to be confirmed need to be present for the group picture and rehearsal. Order forms have been 
mailed to your homes and will also be available when photos are taken.  
Friday, May 13th at 6:00pm is the Confirmation Banquet. RSVP with payment and number of people 
attending to the T!LC office no later than May 2, 2016.  
Saturday, May 14th at 12:00pm is Baptism/Reaffirmation of Baptism! This is your son or daughter’s        
opportunity to be baptized if they haven’t been baptized or if they would like to to reaffirm their      
baptism. We encourage all to attend as it is a meaningful time. This will be held in the Family Life      
Center.  
Sunday, May 15th at 8:15am or 11:00am is Confirmation Sunday. Students may choose to participate in 
one or both of the services. The 8:15am is a traditional style service and 11:00am is a contemporary 
style service.  
Fees: $15.00 robe rental fee $5.00 per person banquet tickets (confirmand is free) 
If the fees impose a financial hardship, please let us know, as scholarships are available. If you have 
any questions or concerns regarding Confirmation please be sure to talk to your student’s mentor or a 
Jr. High leader. 



 

 

The T!LC Library Corner 
May 2016 

Its Your Library 

Mother’s Day is being celebrated this month. AND Jesus is ascending to his father  as well as the   
Holy Spirit descending on his followers. Let’s continue to expand our horizons by utilizing all that the 
T!LC Library has to offer to help you along on your spiritual journey.   

The books listed below are  in celebration of Mother’s Day and found on the library cart across from 
the Welcome Center .  

A MOTHER’S LEGACY by Barbara Rainey and Ashley Rainey Escue 

“Listen with your heart to the stories of a mother’s influence on a daughter. Hear mothers and 
daughters speak of lessons learned by hard won experience, handed down from generation to 
generation.” 

FOR MOM FROM A THANKFUL HEART by Zondervan 

“Scripture and words of gratitude for your touch in my life.” 

8 GREAT DATES FOR MOMS AND DAUGHTERS by Dannah Gresh 

“Your little girl faces pressures  you didn’t encounter till you were in high school. One of the greatest 
protections against the culture’s push to make your daughter mature too quickly is quality connect-
ing time with you. “ 

SIX WAYS TO KEEP THE ‘LITTLE’ IN YOUR GIRL by Dannah Gresh 

“Guiding your daughter from her tweens to her teens” 

BEAUTIFUL THINGS HAPPEN WHEN A WOMAN TRUSTS GOD by Sheila Walsh 

“Do you ever question God’s ability to catch you when you fall?  Do shame, fear and brokenness 
keep you from full trusting God? Do you secretly believe your dreams are unreachable?  You are 
not alone.  Read and find out the answers!  

THE MOMMY DIARIES...FINDING YOURSELF IN THE DAILY ADVENTURE by Tally Flint 

“The Mommy Diaries is a collection of encouraging, heartwarming and funny true stores from moms 
just like you!  

THE HEART OF A MOTHER  compiled by Wayne Holmes 

“She’s always been there, doing the things mothers do...Isn’t that just like God?” Read the stories 
from various authors that you have enjoyed in other books by these same people!.” 

A MOTHER’S HEART by Jean Fleming 

“Values, vision and character for the Christian Mom and her kids!” 

EMMA & MOMMY TALK TO GOD by Marianne Williams 

Once again, come to the library and browse through the Spiritual Growth section (orange dots).  
Discover all the treasures generously donated by members of our congregation. For those who 
have donated these wonderful books, CD and DVD’s, thank-you once again. Any additional books 
you wish to pass along for our library or fall book sale are always appreciated.  

 

God’s peace,    Vicki D 



 

 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249; Usher Captains (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 
             (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 
             (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  
             (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

MAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team         Ushers All of May 

April 30 & May 1 - Holy Communion 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson Ron Overby, Tom Schwendtner 

           Ambrose Heying, Roger Johnson 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 3 Rhonda Wiebers & Chrys Frey  9:30am   Mike Hagarty, Gary Muhle 

           Bill Clausen, Terry Wilson 

          11:00am  Pat Meyer, Joy Stumme,  

             Mark Dreier 

May 7 & 8 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  4 Deb Brandt 

May 14 & 15 Holy Communion - Confirmation Weekend 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 5 Kate Bischoff 

May 21 & 22 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 1 Pam Engelbart & Sue Hoogeveen 

May 28 & 29 
5:30pm Jubilation Service     Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service    Team 3 Diane Heying & Tami  Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 2 Boever & Finerty 



 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

05/22 Marissa Carter 
05/22 Joshua Homme 
05/22 Amanda Culbertson 
05/22 Sarah Griffith 
05/23 Brian Lacy 
05/23 Brandon Lacy 
05/23 Traci Johnson 
05/23 Pam Rice 
05/23 Makenna Wallman 
05/23 Rebecca McIntyre 
05/23 Catalina Jimenez 
05/23 Ethan Aschenbrenner 
05/24 Chelsea Shaw 
05/24 Abby Buechler 
05/24 Riley Adams 
05/24 Lisle Babcock 
05/25 Joyce Pancoast 
05/25 Molly Baumert 
05/26 Carole Davick 
05/26 Barb Kotila 
05/26 Brooke Bowman 
05/26 Chris Jackson 
05/27 Thomas Pauley 
05/27 Brayden Woodard 
05/27 Henry Kallhoff 
05/27 Amy Isaacson 
05/27 Melissa Polson 
05/28 Kristina Riker 
05/29 Larissa Hayes 
05/29 Marsha Gunderson 
05/29 Russell Brandt 
05/29 Morgan Anderson 
05/29 Charles Stroberg 
05/29 Marlene Schuttler 
05/29 Grant Engelbart 
05/29 Jessie Curry 
05/30 Bridget McGovern 
05/30 Jordan Krambeer 
05/30 Ronald Overby 
05/30 Ronda Holtzen 
05/30 Adalyn Wolken 
05/30 Lovelyn Wright 
05/30 Taylor Cobelens 
05/31 Jamie McGovern 
05/31 Nancy Kunkle 

05/15 Terry Harlow 
05/15 Matt Peterson 
05/15 Todd Gould 
05/15 Jeremy Tipton 
05/15 Jacqui Joyce 
05/15 Adam Vogel 
05/15 Kendyl Lewis 
05/15 McKenna Lewis 
05/16 Roger Davick 
05/16 Vicki Boyd 
05/16 Lynn Spady 
05/16 Ann Mason 
05/17 Carol Kellison 
05/17 Joseph Gershon 
05/17 Jordan Graff 
05/17 Maci Jensen 
05/17 Allison Disharon 
05/18 Joseph Snook 
05/18 Sharon Snook 
05/18 Vickey Anderson 
05/18 Neva Covi 
05/18 Gavin Turner 
05/18 Brock Hebert 
05/18 Gunnar Drew 
05/19 Micaela Hoogeveen 
05/19 Erika Walker 
05/19 Emerson Hebert 
05/19 Elizabeth Sullivan 
05/19 Mya Weber 
05/20 Jackie Fuxa 
05/20 Travis Hall 
05/20 Kristine Gould 
05/20 Pam Engelbart 
05/20 Janelle Walls 
05/20 Alex Bruzzano 
05/20 Anne Swales 
05/20 Julie Nichols 
05/21 Lily Hybner 
05/21 Andrea Skarda 
05/21 Sarah Anderson 
05/21 Hannah Sager 
05/22 Travis Ivy 
05/22 Katelin Leaders 
05/22 Meghann Winslow 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
05/01 Piper VanOrman 
05/01 Ciara Kerstetter 
05/01 Heather Waring 
05/01 Andrew Jeppesen 
05/01 Daniel Belford 
05/01 Michael Strohmyer 
05/01 Nathan Wegner 
05/01 Madelyn Clark 
05/02 Charles Daubs 
05/02 Lynelle Kowalski 
05/02 Lori Morgan 
05/03 Tegan Owens 
05/04 Braylon Fjell 
05/04 Chris Schuttler 
05/04 Elizabeth Wayt 
05/04 Sean Wayt 
05/04 Jackson Andersen 
05/04 Debbie Rickers 
05/05 Ryan Oaks 
05/05 Nicholas Kramer 
05/05 Maria Wiebelhaus 
05/05 Kevin McArthur 
05/05 Summer Hill 
05/05 Angela Mitchell 
05/06 Cathy Muhle 
05/06 Jennifer Weitzel 
05/06 Kelli L. Athay 
05/06 Susan Hoogeveen 
05/07 Phil Smith 
05/07 Lisa Hubka 
05/07 Trista Owens 
05/07 Abby Tipton 
05/07 Julee Sauer 
05/08 Ryan Johnson 
05/08 Ken Tonn 
05/08 Breanna Carter 
05/08 Marilyn Glasnapp 
05/08 Gavin Jones 
05/08 Faith Jones 
05/09 Rob Liberty 
05/09 William Moses 
05/09 Linda Jensen 
05/09 Joy Jackson 
05/09 Kyle Wederquist 
05/09 Malynda Mulvany 
05/09 Brooke Harre 
05/10 Chris Ross 
05/10 Lana Fox 
05/10 James Andersen 
05/11 Mary Stork 
05/11 Christopher Andrews 
05/12 Nelson Smith 
05/12 William Wayt 
05/12 Carol Schuster 
05/13 Brian Klausen 
05/13 Amanda Dreessen 
05/14 Linda Pauley 
05/14 Tod Ellis 
05/14 Kristi Woodard 
05/14 Luke Blasey 
05/14 Janet Paulsen 
05/14 Caleb Long 
05/14 Mark Lewis 
05/15 Patty Barnes 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
05/29/1954 Don & Lois Hansen 
05/31/1969 Thomas & Adeline Pederson 
05/08/1970 Larry & Sharyl Pilgrim 
05/24/1971 Rick & Carol Power 
05/30/1971 Terry & Dot List 
05/05/1972 Roger & Jean Gemar 
05/27/1972 Elaine & James Hurley 
05/18/1973 Joe & Sherry Snook 
05/12/1976 Tom & Kim Riggs 
05/14/1977 Warren & Debbie Koehler 
05/14/1977 Chip & Carol Coy 
05/06/1978 Terry & Corliss Bunas 
05/24/1980 Mark & Candy Masek 
05/28/1983 Jeff & Dee Ryan 
05/26/1984 Shawn & Sandra McAcy 
05/17/1985 Sanford & Amy Nelson 
05/31/1986 David & Melanie Lempke 
05/27/1989 Todd & Kristi Gould 
05/26/1990 Cary & Lisa Sutton 
05/05/1991 Ryan & Becky Mahr 
05/18/1991 Chris & Monica Andrews 
05/25/1991 Jason & Sharon Stahr 
05/25/1991 Jeff & Lisa Rippe 
05/02/1992 Scott & Yvie Pfender 
05/16/1992 Ken & Stephanie Shoning 
05/23/1992 Steve & Beth Bateman 
05/28/1994 Jerry & Kristine Wiebelhaus 
05/20/1995 Rob & Dawn Liberty 
05/20/1995 Mike & Angela Ask 
05/11/1996 Mike & Lee Taylor 
05/19/1996 Andrew & Kristina Riker 
05/31/1996 Louis & Jill Hoeft 
05/10/1997 Steve & Sara Zivny 
05/31/1997 Bryan & Dawn Boyce 
05/22/1998 Matt & Amy Peterson 
05/20/2000 Mike & Donna Michelson 
05/27/2000 Tom & Jamie McGovern 
05/18/2002 Tony & Tyna Lewis 
05/27/2003 Christopher & Amy Dow 
05/28/2005 Terry & Peggy Harlow 
05/27/2006 Adam & Micaela Hoogeveen 
05/27/2006 Luke & Billie Jo Kothe 
05/14/2011 Jon & Jeanie Shipman 
05/05/2014 Michael & Nakayla Fabry 

BAPTISM 
April 2, 2016 
Hudson Bruce Dehl, son of Douglas & Alissa. Sponsors are Hilary & Fred Nuss, Darcy Ring and 
Dezmond Dehl. 
 

April 3, 2016 
Elisa James Shannon, son of Brian & Cassandra Shannon.  Sponsors are Jacinda & Matt   Seville. 
 

April 10, 2016 
Alexander David Alban, son of Anna-Maria & Bart Alban.  Sponsors are Marissa & Nick Smock 
 

April 17, 2016 
Paige Elizabeth Maltby, daughter of Becky & Matt Maltby.  Sponsors are Sarah & Cedric Harvey 
and Nichole & Matt Niedzwiecki 
 

April 24, 2016 
Cameron James Barber & Jackson Gregory Barber, children of Nikki & Joshua Barber.   Sponsors 
are Sherri & Rick Hull and Vickie & Ken Bronokowski. 
 

Gus Michael White, son of Kellie & Brian White.  Sponsors are Emma & Sebastian Edwards and 
Corey Stopak. 



 

 

The June 
Newsletter  

Deadline is:  
Friday, May 20 

 

 

 

 

For Care 
Ministry 
Assistance . . 
During Church 
Office Hours: 
Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 
Please call our dedicated 24/7 voice 
mail number 402.292.7633 and 
leave a message. Rhonda Rupert, 
Care Ministry Coordinator 
will  contact you. 

 Dates to Remember: 
 
May 1  Commitment Sunday.  Bring your 
 estimate of giving card to worship this weekend! 

May 4 Last week for 7th Grade Jr. High Live 

May 11  8th Grade Confirmation Pictures/Rehearsal 

May 12  Awana Volunteer Appreciation Banquet 

May 13  Confirmation Banquet 

May 15  Confirmation Sunday 

May 18  Awana Awards Ceremony 

May 30 T!LC Offices Closed - Memorial Day 

SYMPATHY 

Women’s Book Study 
Women’s Book Study will be held at 7 pm on 
Monday, May 9th at the Hanson Lake 2 home of 
Diane Wink. To reach the Wink home at 17305 
Yucca Circle, follow 36th Street south to the end. 
Turn left on LaPlatte Road. Immediately after the 
“Chris Lake East” sign, turn right on Dyson Hollow 
Road. Turn left on Annabelle. Turn right on the 
first or second Yucca Circle. Gray house!  
 
Or, you can come south on Highway 75 
(Kennedy Expressway) passing the light at 
Platteview Road. Turn right at the second light 
(LaPlatte exit / JRC’s gas station). Turn               
immediately left/south to parallel Hwy 75. Turn 
right on LaPlatte Road. Immediately prior to the 
“Chris Lake East” sign, turn left onto Dyson hollow 
Road and follow as above. 
 
Study Leader Karen Rowell has asked us to    
complete weeks eleven and twelve (pages     
113-137) of the Having a Mary Spirit Study Guide. 
We will view the accompanying DVD. 
 
Questions? Call or email Diane (402-292-1012; 
ronwink50@msn.com) or co-hostess PamWise 
(402-306-6453; pamwise50@gmail.com). Please 
let one of us know if you cannot attend. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at this, the last of 
the 2015-16 season, and hope to reunite with 
you in September. Do remember this is a     
“scent- free evening.” 

Belinda & Judd Bessey in the death of 
Judd’s father, William on April 21, 2016 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Phone: 402.292.2695 
Fax: 402.292.0248 
E-mail: sara.zivny@thanks-giving.org 
Website: www.thanks-giving.org 
Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 
T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
5:30 p.m. Saturday Jubilation! Service 
Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 
 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 
Nursery Available for All Services 
Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
September through May….. 
 Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 
 Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 
 Youth Sunday School  9:30am 
 Adult Sunday School 9:30am 
 Wednesday Night Awana (PreK—6th grade) 
 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 
 Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

T!LC STAFF 
Pastors:   
   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 
   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 
Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 
Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 
Office Manager   Sara Zivny 
Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 
RTF Ministry Director  Lisa  Zaloudek 
Worship & Music Coordinator Michael Treachler 
Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 
Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 
Children’s Ministry Director Connie Barnhart (Interim) 
Kidz Church Leaders  Richard Zolnowski/Traci Johnson 
Awana Director   Lisa Sager, Meagan Cinfel 
Student Ministry Director  Pastor David Witkop 
Student Ministry Admin Asst. Kelly Marz 
Nursery Director   Katie Wallman 
Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
Our Vision is for All People to Live Transformed Lives by Belonging to the Family of God,  

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and Becoming Spirit-Empowered Servants of Christ! 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to reach out and gather people into the family of God, equipping them to be  

disciples of Jesus Christ in our community, nation, and world. 
 
 

OUR IDENTITY STATEMENT 
We are followers of Christ who aspire to Be Like Jesus in every way, living life Up, In and Out! 
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