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Our family was thrilled to be a part of TLC’s Boot camp group this summer.  We felt so 

blessed each Wednesday as we gathered to enjoy fellowship and to learn about 

God’s word. One evening our Pastors challenged us all to serve our community in a 

variety of ways by going out and either serving food to the Police Department or Fire 

stations or helping with bingo at a local retirement home or by helping an individual in 

her home with painting.  I’d have to say we were very apprehensive at first but we 

knew doing this was an amazing way to show God’s love through us so we happily  

accepted the challenge. 

 

My family consists of my daughter, Anora, who is 24 and her 2 year old twin daughters 

Elisa and Brisa. My son, Alex, who is 20, my son, Jose, who is 18, my son, Phillip, who is 15, 

and my daughter, Elena, who is 12.  We live here in Bellevue and my son Jose wants to 

do something in Law Enforcement, so the choice was easy to go to the Police Station.  I 

was thankful for this opportunity as this was a great way for the kids and me to give back.  Also just seeing what these officers 

face every day is truly eye opening.  

 

Our church group provided the officers with fried chicken and sides plus candy and a card for each officer.  Each person in 

our group provided the personal card and it was really great to see the officers faces light up when they each received their 

cards from us showing them love.   

 

When we arrived at the police station we were greeted by the Captain, who had a smile on his face from the time we     

arrived to the time we left.  As the officers started to file into the room, they too were all so friendly and smiling.  I have to 

confess I’m outspoken so I announced to the officers, “The only rule we have is you can’t sit together” and the officers 

laughed and teased each other but happily sat at different tables with the T!LC folks.   

 

The conversations were great and the best part of this evening was hearing them say how grateful they were to know  

someone cared and they stated no one had ever done this this for them before.  This brought tears to my eyes and joy to my 

heart hearing this!  As the evening progressed I’d have to say all ears were on each officer as they told us stories of what 

they face day in and day out.  Especially with the rising tension we’ve all seen through the media which makes their jobs 

that much more dangerous.   

 

Lieutenant Hatfield had a big impact on me and my children that evening as he clarified misconceptions people have 

about law enforcement. The Lieutenant was also gracious enough to stand off to the side privately and talk to my son Jose 

about the ins and outs of law enforcement.  Needless to say it was after his shift and he was still talking with us 2 hours later.    

I am certain the other officers were enjoying themselves too as some of their shifts had ended and they stayed too.  For me, 

just realizing these men and women are people just like you and me really made the experience that much more             

special.  Their stories were very eye - opening and these officers definitely have a place in my heart and my prayers.    

 

The evening brought a sense of gratification as it felt great to see each of these 

officers feel blessed that our group was there plus the highlight for me was telling 

each of them how Great God is and if they needed a church family, to check 

out T!LC and that we’d love to welcome them. 

 

My family and I sincerely look forward to the next opportunity.  I feel truly grateful 

God has brought us to T!LC.  I have to say I tip my hat to our Pastors and hope   

T!LC continues to reach out, and God willing, I’ll be there to help!  

 

 

Feeling blessed, 

Chauncey Mora and Family   



 

 

Pastor’s Page 

Guiding Principles 

 

I was raised by my parents to be a well-behaved student – polite, attentive, and respectful. My conduct marks on my 

report cards were just as important as my academic grades to my mom and dad. All of this made my antics in my 9th 

grade science class all the more perplexing to me. In that one hour, in that one year, I became the class clown – very 

funny, but regularly crossing the line of acceptable behavior. At night I would lay in bed and in a strange way marvel 

at how I had acted. On more than one occasion I remember thinking to myself, “Who was that?” It’s clear to me now 

that in those moments I forgot who I was and some of the values which my folks were trying to instill in me.  

 

We hear about something similar occurring to adults all the time; successful, respected people who seem to have it 

all, but who inexplicably say or do things which are highly unethical or illegal, and which often result in severe or    

tragic ramifications. Their behavior often has lasting consequences not only to themselves, but also to their families 

and to those whom they may have victimized. Sometimes these people will regretfully say something like, “I’m so   

sorry, my actions were not a reflection of who I really am.” That may or may not be true, but it does raise an important 

question for our lives. 

 

What are the core values by which you live your life? If we clearly know the answer to that question, it is much more 

likely that those values will serve as guiding principles for our lives. This is, of course, true for churches, organizations, 

and businesses as well.   

 

During the last six months, T!LC’s leadership has been discerning biblical core values for our congregation. One of 

those, Community, was the focus of our preaching during August. Connecting in community by joining a Life Groups 

is the primary way in which we share our lives with one another in our church family, and volunteering in a ministry 

team is another great way to form meaningful relationships. I ask that you pray for and commit to living life in        

community; and to the vital relationships with God and with one-another which are the resultant fruit.  

 

During the next two months we will be focusing on six other biblical core values which we want to shape and guide 

our life together – Authenticity, Transformation, Accountability, Simplicity, Mission, and Generosity. We find each of 

these throughout the scriptures, and certainly in the life of Jesus. I hope you will make worship a priority; I am excited 

to explore and to live into these core values with you! 

 

Your Covenant / Kingdom Partner,  

 

Pastor Glenn  

Got Questions? Alpha is returning to T!LC beginning  Wednesday, September 7,        

6:30pm - 8:00pm. Everyone should have the chance to explore the basics of the   

Christian faith, ask questions and share their point of view. This is the purpose of Alpha. 

Childcare is provided. Please sign up on the T!LC website or email                              

Janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org. 

A letter from the Olson family: 

Greetings T!LC family!  We just wanted to say thanks again for all your love and support these 

past few months.  Your kindness and generosity during my Ordination and our transition was 

nothing short of amazing!  We are settling in here with our new congregation and learning to 

get around the area.  Most of the boxes are unpacked but there are lots more to deal with if anyone wants to stop 

by to help and then take in a Packer Game!  Our door is always open.  We miss you all and would enjoy hearing 

from you soon.  

In His service, Gary, Barbara, Lillian and Bethy Olson   (Gobass2002@yahoo.com) 

mailto:Janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org
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Thanks!Cycle 

Thanks!Cycle is a fun bicycling group of couples and    

singles   interested in biking. They ride on the weekends 

between May and September on various trails around 

town. During July and August, these rides will take place 

on Saturday mornings at 9:00 am. 

Occasionally this group will stop somewhere along the 

ride for food or refreshments. Contact Debbie Berhardt at                   

DABernhardt3@cox.net for more information. 

 

Saturday, September 3 -  No scheduled ride due to the holiday.   

Saturday, September 10  at 10:30 - Meet in Mineola and ride to Malvern for lunch at the Classic Café  

Saturday, September 17 at 9:30 - We will plan on riding the Keystone Trail.  We will begin at the trailhead at Seymour 

park located at Harrison and 72nd street.  

Saturday, September 24 at 9:30  - We will meet at Culvers near the Marcus Twin Creek Theater and ride the        

Bellevue Loop Trail.  

Thanksgiving Picnic 

The 3rd annual church picnic will be taking place on 

Sunday, September 11 from 4:00pm – 7:00pm. We will 

be grilling hot dogs, so please bring a dessert or side 

to share.  

 

There will be bounce houses for the little ones,  

Knockerballs in the Family Life Center for kids 12 and 

up, we will have a member of the Bellevue Police 

Department here with his police car as well as a fire 

truck from the Bellevue Fire Department. We will also 

have relays and other yard games.   

 

Feel free to bring blankets or lawn chairs to sit outside and eat as well as your favorite yard games to share (Cornhole, 

ladder ball, etc.) The finale is a dunk tank featuring Pastor David and Mike Treachler. If you bring canned food items, 

each item is good for a ticket to the dunk tank or we will sell 3 balls for $1. 

 

Timeline of activities: 

• Food will be served starting at 4:00pm 

• Relays (Ages: 3-11 years) and yard games will be from 4:00pm – 5:00pm  

• Bounce Houses (Ages: 4-11 years) will be open and supervised from 4:00pm-6:00pm  

• The fire truck will be on site from 4:00pm - 5:30pm 

• Knockerballs will be available for those ages 12 & up in the Family Life Center from 5:00pm—7:00pm 

• The dunk tank will take place from 6:00pm - 7:00pm  

 

Please email Laura Mallatt at laura.mallatt@thanks-giving.org or call the office at (402) 292-2695 if you are 

interested in helping. 

mailto:aly.vrosh@thanks-giving.org


 

 

Discipleship Pathways 

Lisa Zaloudek 

Lisa.zaloudek@thanks-giving.org 

Barnabas Prayer Ministry 

At T!LC, we believe in the power and importance of prayer.  If you are in need of physical, 

emotional or spiritual healing, we invite you to consider scheduling a time of prayer with a 

Barnabas Prayer Ministry Team.  A small number (2-3) of trained, compassionate Barnabas 

Ministers will pray with you during a scheduled prayer session to seek breakthrough in the 

area or concern. 

 

Cleansing Stream Retreat 

Save the Date 

   

Friday, October 28, 2016 • 7:00pm – 10:00pm 

Saturday, October 29, 2016 • 8:30am – 4:30pm 

 

Attendance at a Cleansing Stream Seminar is a prerequisite for registering for the retreat. 

Retreat Cost: $50 per person, $40 for Cleansing Stream Retreat alumni 

 

Retreat Registration Deadline is Friday, October 14, 2016 

Register online at http://www.thanks-giving.org/cleansing-stream-basic-seminar-and-retreat/ 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! 
 

The Senior Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! will  gather for a time of connection, conversation, and 
fellowship on the second Friday of the month.  All senior single sisters are welcome. 
 
The May gathering will be May 13, 2016, at Lansky’s, 3909 Twin 
Creek Drive, Bellevue, beginning at 11:30.   

 

For any questions you may have, or to RSVP for the May gathering, 
contact Geneva James at 402-292-3912 or at dunwrkng@gmail.com. 

Let Us Pray for You! 

IF you are not able to fill out a prayer request or communication 

card during church services there is a  Prayer & Communication 

box located at the Welcome Center in the T!LC Lobby for you to 

fill out and drop in your prayers!  

The prayer -communication box will be checked daily and your 

prayer requests will be directed to the prayer team. 

Got Issues??       

God’s Got Solutions!!!! 

 

Restoring the Foundations  

Issue Focus Ministry 

 

Please contact Lisa Zaloudek if you would like more information about receiving Issue Focus Ministry (IFM) or check 

out RTF Ministry under the Care Ministry tab on the T!LC Web site.  IFM sessions are confidential, scheduled for three 

hours in the T!LC Prayer Chapel, and are led by a team of two trained IFM prayer ministers who are trained in the 

RTF Integrated Approach to Healing.  We would love to come along side you to help you experience the love of 

our Heavenly Father and encounter the healing power of the Holy Spirit in the midst of whatever issue you may be 

facing.  Sessions are open to anyone in the T!LC family at no charge.   Free will offerings are always appreciated 

and go directly to support the ministry. 

http://www.thanks-giving.org/cleansing-stream-basic-seminar-and-retreat/
mailto:dunwrkng@gmail.com


 

 

Bellevue Food Pantry Needs - T!LC supports the Bellevue Food Pantry and they are in 

need of the following items: 

Hamburger Helper  Laundry Soap   Syrup 

Dry             Potatoes   Rice   Toiletries 

Cake Mixes   Peas    Dish Soap 

Chili    Jam & jelly   Condiments 

All tomato products: sauce, tomatoes, pasta in a can, 

Also in desperate need of double paper bags and boxes that typing paper comes in with 

the lid (about 250  of these) 

Blessing Bags Update: Thank you, T!LC!!! 

The Young Adult Life Group would like to thank everyone who helped with the 

Blessing Bags, whether you donated items, donated money, helped volunteer, 

or prayed for us. As you may recall, the Young Adult Life Group asked for the 

congregation’s help in collecting the donations  of  personal care items in July 

to create the Blessing Bags. Our group started this outreach with a goal of      

collecting enough donations to create 50 Blessing Bags. But, because of our very generous congregation, we were 

able to create 100 Blessing Bags and the donations totaled around $1300! None of this would’ve been possible    

without your support! The Open Door Mission was very thankful for these donations as well. Thank you for helping us 

answer God’s call to help those in need! 

 

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER  

 
 Kids Against Hunger provides nutritious meals to 

starving adults and children all over the world for 

just .25 cents per meal.  Our church has very       

generously supported this mission with donations of 

time and money for more than five years. So, we are 

planning once again, to participate in a T!LC-only 

KAH packing event next Spring.   

 
To help raise funds to purchase the meal ingredients for the packing event, we 

are having a TLC SPECIAL OFFERING  the weekend of Sept 17th & 18th. 

 

 *Please make your checks payable to T!LC with KAH in the memo line. 

 

Thanks so much for your generosity in the past, and we hope that the Lord will 

guide you to support this mission once again.   



 

 

www.thanks-giving.org 

 

      5th & 6th Grade Students         7th & 8th grade Students            9th-12th Grade Students 

                Molly Miller             Pastor David Witkop      Jonathan Miller 

  Molly.miller@thanks-giving.org      pastordavid@thanks-giving.org        jon.miller@thanks-giving.org 

Save the Dates: 

September 18 - Dress4Mess 2:00pm - 3:30 pm 

October 2 - TP The Neighborhood 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

October 16 - Bellevue Berry Farm 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

October 21 & 22 - Retreat @ Camp Rivercrest: Meet at 6:00pm on Friday, Return at 

8:00pm on Saturday  

November 6 - Board Game Night 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

November 20 - Service Event TBD 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

December 4 - Christmas Party 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

Welcome back to Jr. High LIVE!  We are so excited to start this next year with all of you and your families. We have been hard 

at work getting ready and you will see some changes this year in format and location.  You read correctly!  We are moving 

our meeting location to the Family Life Center, as the Youth Wing is just too small to contain Jr. High anymore. We will have an 

organized recreational time from 6:00pm - 6:30pm which will be led by  Tyler Morgan, one of our interns and a Bellevue       

University basketball player. (Don’t worry; there will be more than basketball being offered for non-basketball players.) We will 

also continue to serve pizza for those who haven’t had time to grab a bite to eat.  This will be in the Mission Room during the 

recreation time just prior to Jr. High LIVE! start. Finally, for those who might be interested, immediately following Jr. High LIVE! 

we will be offering a 3-on-3 basketball league from 8:15pm - 9:00pm.  We hope you will come on out and join us! 

Save the Date: Sr. High Retreat @ Riverside! November 18-20  

 

A Recharge is a super fun weekend event at Riverside during the fall that is like a whole 

week of camp smashed into 40 hours! Cool music, wonderful friends, great food, 

games, activities, free time, small groups, carpetball, foosball, awesome counselors, 

fabulous skits, and a “no homework guarantee”!! Everything begins between 8:00pm - 

9:00pm on Friday night and ends at noon on Sunday. You’ll have a ton of fun! 

    Registration due: Oct 14th, 2016  Cost: $70 

Upcoming Dates: 
 

September 7 – Jr. High LIVE! Begins; 6:30pm - 8:00pm; Family Life Center 

                               Jr. High Parent Meeting w/ Alli Van Roekel (Strengths Based Coach); 6:30pm-8:00pm; Youth Wing 

 

September 11 – Sunday School Starts  9:30am - 10:30am; Youth Wing 

 

September 22 -  Jr. High Fall  Recharge/Retreat Registration Closes (Riverside) 

 

October 21-23 – Jr. High Fall Recharge (Riverside); Cost: $70/student 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the new 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/club56/ 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the new 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/junior-high/ 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the new 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/senior-high/ 

http://www.thanks-giving.org/club56/
http://www.thanks-giving.org/junior-high/
http://www.thanks-giving.org/senior-high/


 

 

Family & Children’s M
inistry Newsletter 

Wednesday Night Children’s Ministry  

 This fall we are launching a new program for Children’s Ministry on Wednesday nights! We will be utilizing curriculum 

from a company called Orange, which integrates child development concepts in a way that kids learn best.  We are 

excited about this innovative approach to discipling children.  The Orange philosophy is simple: combine the          

influences of church and home to have the biggest impact on kids.  The experts at Orange have developed a long-

term strategy to impact children through meaningful experiences for every phase of life.   

 

For each age group, there are three basic truths derived from the focus scripture Luke 2:52—Wisdom, Faith, and 

Friendship-- that we want every child who participates in the program to grow up knowing.  Each month we will    

focus on a different life application (such as Obedience, Trust, or Courage) that is tied to weekly bible stories,        

propelling God's word into the practical application of faith skills.  

  

I am pleased to announce that we have hired Wendy Lundquist as our Assistant Children’s Ministry Director. Here is a 

little introduction from Wendy: 

 

Hi!  My name is Wendy Lundquist and I’m looking forward to  leading the Wednesday Night Children’s Ministry.  I live 

in the Bellevue/Papillion area with my husband Kyle and our two daughters Hailey (5 years old) and Elsa (2 years 

old).  We will   welcome a new baby boy to our family in December.  Here at   T!LC, we believe that each child is 

made in the image of God.  Our Creator has a divine plan and purpose for each boy and girl.  The T!LC Children’s 

Ministry strives to enrich and nourish the life of each child we meet, equipping him or her to know, love and serve  

Jesus.  By developing a relationship with Jesus Christ, each child may realize his or her God given potential and truly 

thrive in childhood and beyond.  I hope you will join us this year on Wednesday nights as we endeavor to transform 

the lives of children and their families by uniting the light of the church with the heart of the home! 

Sunday School starts September 11th at 9:30am, register online at http://www.thanks-giving.org/children-student-ministry-registration/.  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/children-student-ministry-registration/


 

 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  harold.carlson@thanks-giving.org 

Preparing for the Future 

This is the name of our new capital campaign that began in May of this year and the goal is to position T!LC to be 

debt free and financially strong by April of 2019 so that we will be ready for what God might be preparing for our  

congregation in the future. We received 203 estimates of giving and $1,217,281 has been pledged and as of 31-Jul-16 

we have received $246,153.13 in contributions. Thank you to for your faithful financial support. 

 

LCMC Annual Gathering 

The annual gathering of LCMC (Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) of which T!LC is a member                  

congregation, will be October 2-5, 2016 at the Crown Plaza Hotel & Conference Center – Denver International Airport 

in Denver, CO.  The theme this year is “Back to the Future” and will include a service project; packing personal care 

kits for Lutheran World Relief.  These annual gatherings are open for anyone to attend however, you must register in 

advance.  Registration forms and other LCMC information may be found by visiting their website at www.lcmc.net. 

 

Simply Giving 

If you participate in the Simply Giving automated contribution system and would like to make a change in your     

contribution; you may either make the change on your own by logging into your personal account that you set up or 

by filling out a Simply Giving form and returning to Harold Carlson at the church. Forms are available on the reading 

rack outside of the Heritage sanctuary or can be downloaded from the T!LC website. 

 

Did you know that T!LC has the ability to receive electronic funds transfers (EFT) through a program called Simply    

Giving? Simply Giving is a safe and reliable electronic funds transfer program. To enroll go to our website (www.thanks

-giving.org) and click on “Give” at the top right hand corner at the top of the home page. You can also contact our 

Simply Giving Coordinator, Harold Carlson at the church office for more information about the Simply Giving program. 

 

Automobile Donation Needed 

Do you or someone that you know, have a reliable automobile that could be donate to T!LC?  We continue to       

receive requests from families in need of reliable transportation.  Please contact Harold Carlson at the church office 

for more information. 

Line Item July July YTD YTD Line Item July July YTD YTD
Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 109,434.22 84,572.00 789,182.49 708,044.00 Facility/Operations 35,613.54 30,502.00 331,940.47 244,458.00

Non-pledged Giving 43,390.50 34,532.00 288,982.09 255,362.00 Ministry 55,166.64 52,548.00 338,989.06 336,561.00

Other Revenue 27,947.40 27,916.00 153,754.10 158,018.00 Personnel 71,707.92 83,250.00 508,837.53 537,913.00

Ministry Challenge 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Income 180,772.12 147,020.00 1,231,918.68 1,121,424.00 Total Expense 162,488.10 166,300.00 1,179,767.06 1,118,932.00

Income Expense

General Fund - July 2016

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church

Blessings Women’s Group: 
 

~Blessings~ 

A blessing to your day in every way! 
 

Moms of all ages and stages! Join us for a morning filled with Bible study, prayer, fellowship, encouragement and friendship! We will 

begin meeting starting Tuesday, September 6 from 9:00am - 11:00am. We meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month in the      

Heritage Conference Room. We will be studying the book Hoodwinked by Karen Ehman this year along with additional speakers 

and activities. 

 

Childcare is available for infants through preschool in the church nursery. If you would like to know more, please contact Lisa     

Ferguson at lisakayef2002@yahoo.com or (402)290-4091. 

http://www.lcmc.net
mailto:lisakayef2002@yahoo.com


 

 

T!LC Congregation Council Repost 

Carol Umberger - Council President 

carol.umberger@thanks-giving.org 

Council Report for August 2016 

The T!LC congregational council achieved a milestone at the August meeting when it          

approved a Council Covenant. This document expresses our philosophy of government as 

well as explaining the roles and responsibilities of council members. It will provide guidance for 

our nominating committee and will make clear the duties and time commitment expected 

while serving on the council. This parallels the efforts of the staff to write job descriptions for  

volunteer positions so that people have a clear understanding of what a position requires so 

they can make an informed decision to serve.  A copy of the covenant will be posted with the 

council minutes on the bulletin board near the copy room on main campus. If you would me 

to email you a copy, contact me at carolumberger@cox.net. 

 

Another exciting moment for us at this council meeting was approval of the call committee's recommendation to 

extend a letter of call to Pastor Billy Czapla. This has been a year - long process and we thank all the members of 

the committee for their hard work and diligence. Brooke Harre - Chair, Shelley Haer, Nathan Wallman, Ron     

Brockhaus, Kristi Wazsak, Chrys Frye, Pastor David Witkop,  and Pastor Glenn Harless. Thank you! 

 

Our next big project is to create a book of written policies which will outline the role of the council in these five  

areas: governance, discernment, strategy, management, and oversight. The foundation for these policies will be 

the T!LC constitution and bylaws. Policies will not duplicate information in these documents and will be consistent 

with them. This initiative is meant to create a written record of precedent and policy for future reference and to 

enable the board to fulfill its roles and responsibilities. A policy is defined as an authoritative written statement    

designed to control many individual decisions over time.  Effective oversight requires policies that set up regular 

routines so that the board can monitor the work and evaluate results, not only of the staff, but also of itself! The 

Council representative for this task force is Sandy Van Cleave. The other members are Barbara Jeppesen, Karen 

Eakins, Carol Umberger, and Pastor Glenn Harless. Once we have a draft, we will be including members of the 

congregation in the review process.  

 

Both the staff and council are working to write strategic plans that further the needs and mission of the              

congregation as stated in the CAT.  The Council has begun the process of discerning what our pathway to        

discipleship looks like, defining terms and laying a vision. This is a shared responsibility of council and staff and we 

are working closely together to achieve this. 

 

Please continue to pray for us and to consider serving on council. Blessings! 

 

Carol Umberger 

Council President 

T!LC Employment Opportunity 

Care Team Ministry Leader 

T!LC has an immediate opening for a P/T Care Ministry Team Leader who would be responsible for providing          

leadership, coordination and oversight of the Pastoral Care Team.. 

Must be able to work professionally with individuals and groups, have strong organizational and relational skills, and 

ability to maintain confidentiality of information.  

If interested in applying for this position please send your resume to Janine Wegner at the church office.  

mailto:carolumberger@cox.net
mailto:janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org


 

 

 

The month of September has arrived and the choice of bible studies and programs that are being offered by  

T!LC continues to grow each year with learning experiences available for all ages.  

Please remember the reference books we have available in the library to help you expand and build on all the basic knowledge 

that you receive from your bible and study book. Many more reference books have been added to the shelves in 2016 for all ages.  

These books can open doors into the world during biblical times along with individuals who lived in neighboring lands during this 

period. Have you ever wonder if a word or verse had another meaning while reading the bible? Take a look in the reference     

section.  And we are talking 2 ½ bookcases! Please remember that when you are finished using these books they are to be        

returned to the library for others to enjoy. This is one section that has taken time to build through donations and purchases from the 

dollars received from the fall book sale and in some cases cannot be   replaced. Also, if you have any DVD’s out that you are   

finished with, please return. I’m looking for the DVD on Luther at the present time.  

 

The books listed below are just a few that can be found on the library cart with more in the library: 

Miriam - A Novel by Lois T. Henderson: Miraim retells the profoundly moving store of Moses’ older sister, whose instrumental role in 

the Exodus is only part of her destiny. 

Lydia - A Novel by Lois T. Henderson: Lydia was a successful and influential business woman in Philippi. She was a seeker after truth 

who became Paul’s first Christian convert in Europe. 

David by W. Phillip Keller: The time of Saul’s tyranny. Here is a devotional study of what God can do with a man who, though       

terribly tough and passionate, has a will to do God’s will. This first volume describes the life of David. 

Hannah by Jan Roadarmel Ledford: Hannah, which means grace in Hebrew, journeys through a life filled with trauma: a childhood 

incident in a village by the Jordan River and much more. Discover Hannah and the trials in her life and how Hannah’s love for  God 

remained strong.  

Paul - A Novel by Walter Wangerin Jr.:  Storyteller Walter Wangerin Jr. sweeps you into the life and times of the man who brought 

Christianity to the world. 

Mother Teresa - A Biography by Maya Gold: A photographic story of a life with Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu at just twelve years old 

heard her religious calling and set out on the path toward her famous work with India’s poor. 

Esther - A Novel by Gini Andrews: An exciting tale of passion, intrigue and suspense in the biblical land of Persia. 

Song of Deborah by Bette M. Ross: The Song of Deborah brings to life Israel’s first prophetess and judge - a woman whose calling 

shattered cultural norms and whose leadership exalted her nation. 

The Song of Ruth by Frank Slaughter: Read the author’s preface and see that this book will take you back into the day of Ruth and 

all she accomplished by what she did.  

 

As I mentioned above, many more biographies as well as reference books on times of biblical scripture as well as books devoted 

to better understanding the books in the bible are to be found in the library and how their teachings are still relevant in today’s 

world.  

 

Have a wonderful September and a rewarding learning experience! 

God’s peace – Vicki D 

The T!LC Library Corner 
September 2016 
Its Your Library 

Eureka! Unapologetics Apologetics! 

 

Adult Class  

Sundays at 9:30am in the Heritage Sanctuary  

September 11 - October 30 

 

Hosted by Doug Woodard, Head Boys Basketball Coach at Bellevue West High School 



 

 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249; Usher Captains (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 

             (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 

             (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  

             (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team         Ushers All of September 

September 3 & 4 - Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  5:30pm Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 8:15am Rick Power, Jim Bierman, 

           Chuck McNeill, Marcus Leseberg 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 1 Pam Engelbart & Sue Hoogeveen 

           9:30am   Geoff Sager, Von Townsend, 

           Tex Teixeira, Dennis Hollenbeck 

           11:00am  Rob Madden, Tom Tritsch, Al 

           & Jeanne Zamiska   

           

September 10 & 11  

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team  2 Boever & Finerty 

September 17 & 18 -  Holy Communion  

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 3 Rhonda Wiebers & Chrys Frey 

September 24 & 25 

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 4 Deb Brandt 



 

 

09/10 Avalyanne Sprague 

09/10 Andrea Nelson 

09/11 Morgan Mahr 

09/12 Keri Davis 

09/12 Roger Sievert 

09/12 Jack Blasey 

09/12 Albert Dinkins 

09/13 Ethan Stankus 

09/13 Wayne Nicholson 

09/13 Amanda Holtzen 

09/13 Terry Morgan 

09/13 Christina Lichtenfeld 

09/14 Noah McGovern 

09/14 Margaret Bruch 

09/14 Julie Talty 

09/14 Gary Baumert 

09/14 Peggy Speer 

09/14 Jake Albanez 

09/14 Jennifer Clark 

09/14 Edwin Heidenescher 

09/14 Katherine Smith 

09/14 Melissa Williams 

09/14 Tucker Curry 

09/14 Edward Hanline 

09/15 Jodi Parrack 

09/15 Kacie Rice 

09/15 Stephanie Toelle 

09/16 Alex Heiden 

09/16 Linda Christensen 

09/16 Ann Thrasher 

09/17 Mark Brown 

09/17 Mitchell Scanlan 

09/17 James Mahr 

09/17 Joan Jenkner 

09/17 Michael Wood 

09/18 Daniel Harlow 

09/18 Judd Bessey 

09/18 Madelynn Schaaf 

09/18 Alex Koth 

09/18 Patrick Budin 

09/18 Christian Jenson 

09/18 Karen Eakins 

09/19 Debra Davis 

09/19 Thomas Triggs 

09/19 Robin Greiner 

09/19 Michael Borer 

09/20 Chad Rozniecki 

09/20 Rebekah Hanline 

09/20 Jeremy Johnson 

09/20 Jason Owens 

09/20 Shirley Ross 

09/21 Jayson Towne 

09/21 Andrew Sell 

09/21 Patrick Mruz 

09/21 Jesse Jenson 

09/22 Brooklyn Schram 

09/22 Trevor Brockhaus 

09/23 Robert Maxwell 

09/23 Don Monzingo 

09/23 Raquelle Taylor 

09/23 Calvin Mitchell 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

09/01 Rodney Green 

09/01 Pat Franklin 

09/01 Fred Hanna 

09/01 Brenna Boyd 

09/01 Edward Armstrong 

09/01 Tracy Gramps 

09/02 Asher Hoogeveen 

09/02 Moriah Witkop 

09/02 Allison Schenck 

09/03 Larry Fox 

09/03 Christine Anderson 

09/03 Erik Hansen 

09/03 Aiden Shimonek 

09/03 Luke Shimonek 

09/03 Quinn Shimonek 

09/03 Nancy Blackwell 

09/03 Bruce Kotila 

09/04 Nicole Kulper 

09/04 Seth Haer 

09/04 Starla Lutterman 

09/04 Aubree Gould 

09/04 Ashlynn Gould 

09/04 Luke Belford 

09/04 Anne Blasey 

09/04 Lila Thompson 

09/04 Logan Harre 

09/05 Sarrah Dreessen 

09/05 Cheryl Dick 

09/05 Nicole Clark 

09/05 Pyper Valdez 

09/06 Karen Kerstetter 

09/06 Ashleigh Pitts 

09/06 Terry Bunas 

09/06 Lisa Todd 

09/06 Kelsey Holo 

09/06 Carmen Carlson 

09/06 Nona James 

09/06 Julie Copeland 

09/06 Jeremiah Bowen 

09/06 Jamie Janousek 

09/07 Andrew Jorgensen 

09/07 Richard Koeppen 

09/07 Jeff Kunkle 

09/07 Philip Dunn 

09/07 Neil Stoessel 

09/07 James Nichols 

09/07 Jocelyn Allen 

09/08 Sharon VanOrman 

09/08 Meagan 

Summerfield 

09/08 David Buechler 

09/08 August Leaders 

09/08 Cordelin Bewley 

09/08 Jadyn Kowalski 

09/09 Sharon Poindexter 

09/09 Lorna Cassell 

09/09 Laura Swanson 

09/09 Andrew Brandt 

09/10 Dena Eona 

09/10 Meghan Taylor 

09/10/2010 Keith & Gina Neemann 

09/29/2012 Jon & Jennifer Pestel 

09/30/2012 Robert & Liz Hamilton 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

09/06/1958 Edwin & Audrey Heidenescher 

09/07/1958 Dave & Lila Thompson 

09/05/1964 Daniel & Kathleen Peterson 

09/19/1964 Dennis & Diane Schumacher 

09/26/1970 Raymond & Lynn Pollard 

09/26/1975 Greg & Rose Ventura 

09/09/1978 Mike & Nona James 

09/21/1979 Marilyn & Marty McLaughlin 

09/25/1982 Russ & Deb Brandt 

09/17/1983 Terry & Bonnie Severson 

09/15/1984 David & Ronda Holtzen 

09/08/1985 Scott & Sherry Kalk 

09/21/1985 Dirk & Chrys Frey 

09/26/1987 Sterlin & Nancy Blackwell 

09/04/1993 Robert & Elizabeth Jensen 

09/25/1993 Rob & Janine Wegner 

09/12/1996 Cory & Kim Adams 

09/06/1997 Brad & Ann Thrasher 

09/05/1998 James & Julie Nichols 

09/12/1998 Alex & Tina Serwatowski 

09/19/1998 Craig & Stephanie Patzer 

09/11/1999 Tim & Vicky Grafelman 

09/19/1999 Dave & Dawn Dramse 

09/16/2000 Ron & Grace Overby 

09/01/2001 Jeremy & Abby Tipton 

09/01/2001 Michael & Tammy Wilkins 

09/01/2001 Matt & Jana Koth 

09/13/2005 Bill & Marna Raymond 

09/01/2007 Shawna & Paul Biodrowski 

09/04/2010 Robert & Joan Jenkner 

09/24 Zachary Schmidt 

09/24 Andrew Cutinella 

09/24 Eric Wells 

09/24 Rosemary Washock 

09/24 Thomas Lansman 

09/25 Joseph Towne 

09/25 Kimberly Smith 

09/25 Don Hansen 

09/25 David Madden 

09/26 Kermit Erickson 

09/26 Cameron Duerk 

09/26 Gary Muhle 

09/27 Mike Anderson 

09/27 Kayla Blackwell 

09/27 Brandon Schaaf 

09/27 Kelsey Allen 

09/28 Zach Rippe 

09/28 Luke Mallatt 

09/29 Elijah Eona 

09/29 Andrew Gaule 

09/29 Richard Harmon 

09/29 Mike Koval 

09/29 Kristin Klaman 

09/30 Sharon Teixeira 

09/30 Brad Mears 

09/30 Zachary Triggs 

09/30 James Duerk 

 

Parish Events - September Birthdays & Anniversaries 

60 YEARS 

Congratulations and God’s praise 

to Ron & Diane Wink who just              

celebrated their 60th wedding 

anniversary on  August 31 with their 

children over Labor Day Weekend 

in Lake Monticello, VA! 



 

 

The  

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  

Friday, September 16  

 

 

 

 

For Care 

Ministry 

Assistance . . 
 

During Church 

Office Hours: 

Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 

Please call our dedicated 24/7 

voicemail number 402.292.7633 

and leave a message. Rhonda Ru-

pert, Care Ministry Coordinator 

will  contact you. 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

September 7 - ALPHA begins (6:30pm) 

             Jr. High LIVE! Begins (6:30pm) 

             Jr. High Parent Meeting w/ Alli Van Roekel 

(6:30pm) 

September 11 - First day of Sunday school (9:30am) 

                           Church Picnic (4:00pm—7:00pm) 

September 14 - Wednesday Night Children’s Ministry begins       

               (6:30pm) 

September 17 - Kids Against Hunger special offering               

               (all weekend) 

September 18 - Dress4Mess (2:00pm) 

September 22 - Jr. High Fall  Recharge/Retreat Registration   

               Closes (Riverside)  

 

BAPTISMS SYMPATHY 

August 21, 2016 

Ryleigh Rose Olson - daughter of Eric and Nicole 

Olson. Sponsors are Jarrad and Julia Hardin. 

 

August 28, 2016 

Luna Felicity Cox - daughter of Troy and Soris 

Cox. Sponsors are Terry E. & Terri L. Cox.  

Ben and Melissa Chistopherson in the 

death of their daughter, Chloe Grace on 

July 26, 2016.  

 

Mike & Carolyn Johnson & Family (Lauren 

& Ryan) in the death of Mike’s father,   

Roger Johnson, on July 31, 2016. 

 

Jean & Roger Gemar  in the death of   

Jean’s mother, Jeanette, on August 1, 

2016. 

 

Sara Pedersen and family in the death of 

Sara’s grandmother, Dorothy, on  August 7, 

2016. 

 

Dennis & Tracy Gramps in the death of 

Dennis’  uncle, Larry. On August 10, 2016. 

 

Bob & Verna Kelley in the death of  

Verna’s brother, Frank Johnson, on August 

14, 2016. 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: laura.mallatt@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Jubilation! Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May….. 

 Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

 Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 

 Youth Sunday School  9:30am 

 Adult Sunday School 9:30am 

 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

 Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

 Wednesday Night Program 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 

Interim Office Manager  Laura Mallatt 

Adult Ministries Director  Janine Wegner 

Connections Director  Aly Vrosh 

Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 

Spiritual Pathways Director Lisa  Zaloudek 

Worship & Music Director  Michael Treachler 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Family & Children’s Ministry Dir. Molly Miller 

Asst. Children’s Ministry Dir. Wendy Lundquist 

Seminarian/Student Ministries Jonathan Miller 

Kidz Church Leaders  Richard Zolnowski/Traci Johnson 

Communications &  Kelly Marz 

Administrative Asst. 

Nursery Director   Katie Wallman 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 

As followers of Christ, our Vision is to Be Like Jesus in every way, by connecting with God,  

with one-another, and with the world. 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Mission is to reach out and gather people into the Family of God, equipping them to be disciples  

of Jesus Christ in our community, nation and world.  
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