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Escape TO Reality 
By Dan Ludwig 

 

I was raised Lutheran and have been a part of the Lutheran Church most of my life.  I have been a part of the 

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church community for 9 years. I have been in a church life-group, CrossTrek (men’s 

group), for several years, attended several adult Bible educational sessions, and participated in the Cleansing 

Stream ministry. My spiritual life was going pretty good.  I was crossing t’s, dotting i’s, and checking boxes.   Then 

I felt ‘IT’ 

 

We have all felt ‘IT’. That nudge. That tugging. That urge. That feeling.  However, if we aren’t paying attention then we aren’t 

really sure what ‘IT’ is.   I didn’t realize it at first, but that ‘IT’ was the calling of the Holy Spirit nudging me to part icipate in the 

Silent Retreat.  

 

I had heard about the Silent Retreats.  I thought, how bizarre would it be for me, a severely distracted extrovert, to be SILENT 

for three days!  I was not sure whether I could accomplish this feat. I thought to myself that such a retreat would be a great 

“break from reality.”  I decided to go for it! 

 

I attended my first Silent Retreat in March 2015. Like many first timers, I was a bit anxious that I would be unable to be si lent 

throughout the retreat. After all, being silent not only meant no talking, it also meant being cut off from the “real world.” No 

television. No radio. No social media. No casual phone conversations. No texting. I quickly realized that with decisive         

discipline, it was easy to remain silent. Upon being silent, I recognized that being silent was important so that I could be clear

-minded and listen to the Holy Spirit.   

 

Pastor Bruce Kotila, guided by the Holy Spirit, led us through the retreat.  The retreat experience was filled with reflection, 

contemplation, meditation, prayer, exploring the Bible, thought journaling, and worship. I also spent a lot of my time         

exploring the retreat grounds where God revealed Himself to me through the natural world. Through sunlight and darkness. 

Through stars and shadows. Through water and earth. Through fish and birds.  Everywhere I looked, I discovered symbols of 

life truths that God revealed to me through His creation.    

 

Some life truths were seemingly simplistic. For example when a snake (representing evil to me) crossed 

my path, God revealed that I must recognize when evil is present. I observed the snake then turned and 

walked the other way (denying evil and making a good choice). Wisdom was revealed through an owl. 

Freedom was revealed through a soaring hawk. Peace was revealed through observing doves.  Spiritual 

direction was revealed through observing tens of thousands of geese migrating north to their home. 

 

Other life truths were more complex. On a sunny day, I observed fish in the lake that were hanging out in the shadows.  The 

fish would not move from the shadows. They seemed to feel safe and comfortable there. They avoided the light. God used 

that observation to slowly reveal to me that sinning (being in the shadows) is often comfortable and the easy thing to do.  

However, putting on the character of Christ (being in the light) takes courage and is the right thing to do.  

 

I had another Kairos (aha moment) when I saw a clear reflection of myself in the perfectly calm lake. I noticed 

that when the lake was calm, my reflection was clear.  However, when the lake was blown by the wind on 

stormy days, I couldn’t clearly see my reflection.  As I contemplated that, I felt that the Lord was showing me 

that the wind and storm represented the chaos and distractions in life that cause anxiety and worry.  The calm 

of the lake represented the Peace that Jesus gives as we abide in Him.  When the lake is calm, the reflection is 

clear.  When we are calm, the reflection of Christ’s character in our life is clear. 

 

I discovered that silent retreats are not a “break FROM reality”, but an “escape TO reality”!  This is what life is supposed to be 

like each and every day; continuously abiding in the Triune God and trying to imitate the character of Christ. 

 

If you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to attend the Silent Retreat, I highly recommend that you pay attention to that call 

and attend. I hope to see you there! 



 

 

Discipleship Pathways 
Lisa Zaloudek 

Lisa.Zaloudek@thanks-giving.org 

Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! 
 

The Senior Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! will  gather for a time of connection, conversation, and 
fellowship on the second Friday of the month.  All senior single sisters are welcome. 
 
The May gathering will be May 13, 2016, at Lansky’s, 3909 Twin 
Creek Drive, Bellevue, beginning at 11:30.   

 

For any questions you may have, or to RSVP for the May gathering, 
contact Geneva James at 402-292-3912 or at dunwrkng@gmail.com. 

The Doorway to Discovery Retreat 

Saint Benedict Center in Schuyler, Nebraska 

November 10-13, 2016 

Doorway to Discovery Retreats are designed to create an environment where participants can give their undivided attention to 

growing in their relationship with God. In a formatted mix of worship, prayer, teaching, reflection, and extended periods of silence, 

retreatants have the opportunity to rid themselves of daily distractions, reflect on the truth of God’s Word, and consider their     

current situation in life. It is a time to discover more about God, what it means to believe in Jesus Christ, and how to live the fullness 

of life God desires for each of us. For more information or to register go to www.godslivingstones.org or contact Pastor Bruce Kotila 

at (402) 290-3480 or you can email him at  bruce@godslivingstones.org. 

Register early to hold your place, as space is limited!  Cost is $250 per person and includes private room and meals.  Full payment 

is required in advance to confirm your room at the retreat center.   

Want To See People Set Free 

From Life's Troubles 

Come to a Restoring The Foundations 

Issue-Focused Activation Training Seminar 

October 10-15, 2016 

  

 

 

Be Trained to Help Others Receive God's Healing 

  

Do you minister to others? Do you desire to be better equipped to help hurting people?  Are you a church leader, 

missional community leader or small group leader and long to be more effective in helping those in your care? If 

you’ve completed the Keys to Victorious Living Seminar and desire to go deeper then this seminar is for you!  The    

Issue-Focused Activation training will increase your understanding of God's promises and how to receive them, both 

for yourself and for others.  Register at www.godslivingstones.org 

October 10 & 11:  6:00pm – 10:00pm  

October 13 & 14:  6:00pm - 9:30pm  

October 15:  9:00am - 5:00 pm 

Location:  Thanksgiving Lutheran Church 

Cost: $150 includes all materials (meals not included) 

Note:  Because T!LC is hosting this seminar; TLC member fee is only $20. 

mailto:dunwrkng@gmail.com
http://www.godslivingstones.org/files/uploads/The_Doorway_to_Discovery_Retreat_What_to_Expect_Fall_2014.pdf
http://www.godslivingstones.org
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Barnabas Prayer Ministry 

At T!LC, we believe in the power and importance of prayer.  If you are in need of physical, 

emotional or spiritual healing, we invite you to consider scheduling a time of prayer with a 

Barnabas Prayer Ministry Team.  A small number (2-3) of trained, compassionate Barnabas 

Ministers will pray with you during a scheduled prayer session to seek breakthrough in the 

area or concern. 

 

Cleansing Stream Retreat 

   

Friday, October 28, 2016 • 7:00pm – 10:00pm 

Saturday, October 29, 2016 • 8:30am – 4:30pm 

 

 

Attendance at a Cleansing Stream Seminar is a prerequisite for registering for the retreat. 

Retreat Cost: $50 per person, $40 for Cleansing Stream Retreat alumni (*VETS COME FREE!) 

 

Retreat Registration Deadline is Friday, October 14, 2016 

Register online at http://www.thanks-giving.org/cleansing-stream-basic-seminar-and-retreat/ 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Let Us Pray for You! 

If you are not able to fill out a prayer request or communication card 

during church services there is a  Prayer & Communication box    

located at the Welcome Center in the T!LC Lobby for you to fill out 

and drop in your prayers!  

 

The Prayer & Communication box will be checked daily and your  

prayer requests will be directed to the prayer team. 

Got Issues??       

God’s Got Solutions!!!! 

 

Restoring the Foundations  

Issue Focus Ministry 

 

Please contact Lisa Zaloudek if you would like more information about receiving Issue Focus Ministry (IFM) or check 

out RTF Ministry under the Care Ministry tab on the T!LC Web site.  IFM sessions are confidential, scheduled for three 

hours in the T!LC Prayer Chapel, and are led by a team of two trained IFM prayer ministers who are trained in the 

RTF Integrated Approach to Healing.  We would love to come along side you to help you experience the love of 

our Heavenly Father and encounter the healing power of the Holy Spirit in the midst of whatever issue you may be 

facing.  Sessions are open to anyone in the T!LC family at no charge.   Free will offerings are always appreciated 

and go directly to support the ministry. 

http://www.thanks-giving.org/cleansing-stream-basic-seminar-and-retreat/


 

 

Pastor’s Page 

Dear T!LC Family, 

 

Experiencing the Joy of Generosity! 

 

During the month of October you will be receiving letters in the mail, hearing a testimony or two in worship, and   

hearing two messages towards the end of the month on Generosity – which happens to be the last of our seven core 

values. Our theme for our fall stewardship appeal, is Experiencing the Joy of Generosity!  

 

Joy is a beautiful word that seems to bring a smile in just saying it. As God’s people, we know that Jesus is the source 

of our joy. We have the deep and abiding joy of being loved by God through Jesus. King David wrote, “You make 

known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures                         

forevermore” (Psalm 16:11). 

 

Our fall emphasis on stewardship enrichment will encourage us to experience the joy that God gives us through our 

generosity to God’s kingdom work. In the words of Robert Schnase: “Through our generosity, God can do                 

extraordinary things. Through our giving, God changes lives, and in changing them, God transforms us. The practice 

of generosity describes the Christian’s unselfish willingness to give in order to make a positive difference for the        

purposes of Christ.” 

 

One of the reasons that T!LC is a spiritually vibrant church is that we have many people who are experiencing the joy 

of living generous lives, by providing financial support to the vision and mission of our congregation! I encourage you 

to join Suzanne and me, and to begin praying for the Lord to show us yet again how to grow in the joy of generosity!    

 

A Week of Missional Opportunities 

October 23-30 

 

The weekend of October 8-9, you will hear a great message from Pastor David on the value of living lives of mission for 

Christ. You will learn that the missional life is often best lived out by encouraging, loving, and blessing people in simple 

and tangible ways. We are at work preparing many different missional opportunities for our church family to taste and 

experience during the week of October 24-30. You will be asked to choose ONE of those opportunities, and with a 

few other people to plan and carry out your mission sometime during that week. In most cases, your time               

commitment will only be one to three hours. If you have children or teenagers we strongly encourage you to include 

them. We are confident that you will have a very meaningful experience, and that you will be blessed even as you 

are a blessing to others!         

 

                                      Your Covenant Kingdom Partner, Pastor Glenn Harless 

We Have Adopted a School! 

If you are looking for a meaningful way to serve our community, please   

consider volunteering to be a part of our school ministry. For detailed          

information about how you can help, please go to tlconnect.church and 

select “school”.  For this month, we are specifically seeking the following: 

 Make and/or serve dinner to teachers during conference week (Oct 10) 

 Help paint an outside playground mural 

 Assist with math tutoring after school on Thursday’s (about 3:20) 

(Please contact Janine Wegner at Janine.Wegner@thanks-giving.org for 

more information). 

mailto:Janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org


 

 

Are you looking to Get Connected at T!LC? Please go to tlconnect.church for a complete list and detailed            

information of connection opportunities or review the list below: 

 Life Groups- contact Janine Wegner at Janine.Wegner@thanks-giving.org to find a group that fits your schedule 

and spiritual needs. 

 To connect in a ministry, contact Aly Vrosh at Aly.Vrosh@thanks-giving.org about the following ministries: 

     -  Worship: Instrumentalists 

     -  Children’s Ministry: Substitute Sunday School teachers 

     -  Nursery: Volunteer aids 

     -  Christmas Play: Actors/actresses needed 

     -  Facilities: Light housekeeping and event set-up 

     -  Hospitality: Weekend Welcome Team members 

     -  Adopt-a-School: Multiple ways to serve 

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Quilters for Christ 

 

T!LC Quilters meet every Thursday at 9:00am-11:00am September through May in the Mission 

Room at church.  We make about 200 quilts each year. They are sent to Lutheran World   

Relief.  They are blessed in November and then shipped out.  These quilts are sent all over 

the world, wherever there is a need. 

 

Summer quilting by Quilters for Christ deserves a gold medal. We made 94 baby quilts over 

10 weeks this summer! On August 25 we delivered half of them to Essential Pregnancy Services in Bellevue and half of 

them to Lutheran Family Services in North Omaha. Then we went to Big Mama's for oven fried chicken. 

 

We also donate several quilts during each year to local fundraisers (for example, Bellevue Habitat for Humanity,  

Bellevue Senior Center & church camps). 

 

We use missionary batting for the middle that costs $5 for each quilt. We 

use a twin sheet for the backing and the cost of that is also $5.  The very 

minimum cost for each quilt is $10 if all the material for the tops is donated.  

We always need donations for material, either money or cotton material, 

plain or patterned. 

 

There are about a dozen women in this ministry. We could always use more 

helpers. On Thursday mornings we put the backs, the batting & the top  

together. If you can tie a knot & pin a binding, please come! If you can’t 

come on  Thursday mornings, we are always looking for people to sew or 

cut squares at home.  For more information about the quilting ministry, 

please contact Karen Rowell at (402)291-2401 or kjpenguin@cox.net. 

 

 

mailto:Janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org
mailto:aly.vrosh@thanks-giving.org


 

 

T!LC Care Ministry 

Providing Care Ministry for the Whole Person 

Spirit~ Soul ~ Body 

Thanksgiving! Basket Outreach 
It is fall already and the leaves are beginning to drop from the trees, the air is     

cooling down, and it is that time of the year when we begin to think of Thanksgiving 

and Christmas. Oh, my! This will be our sixth year that we as the family at         

Thanksgiving come together and provide Thanksgiving meals for families in our 

community. 

 

Last year T!LC’s Thanksgiving! Basket Outreach was able to provide one hundred 

and twenty families with a “basket” full of all the goodies to prepare a Thanksgiving 

meal for their family. Several individuals, families and youth groups came together 

to support this outreach in one way or another. Thank you to everyone for all the different ways you generously       

assisted with this outreach. Some were able to support the outreach financially; others supplied the potatoes, fruits, 

green beans, pies and Cool Whip; others gathered up the boxes which were used to pack the meals; a team of    

people packed the boxes and several people then delivered the Thanksgiving “baskets” to families in our community. 

 

We will begin “gathering” the food for the baskets the weekend of October 29-30. Look for our table near the        

Welcome Center each weekend in November prior to Thanksgiving. If you would like to help with this outreach, or 

have any questions please call Rhonda Rupert, Care Ministry Coordinator at 402-292-2695 or email me at                

Rhonda.Rupert@thanks-giving.org. 

 

“You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us. Your generosity 

will result in thanksgiving to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:11) 

Get Ready for Operation Christmas Child! 

The Samaritan’s Purse project Operation Christmas Child collects shoeboxes—

filled with school supplies, hygiene items, fun toys and notes of                            

encouragement—and delivers them to children in need around the world to 

demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way.  So much more than a simple gift, 

each shoebox is a powerful tool for evangelism and discipleship – transforming 

the lives of children and their families around the world through the Good News 

of Jesus Christ!  After receiving shoebox gifts, boys and girls are invited to enroll in 

The Greatest Journey, a 12 lesson discipleship program where children learn 

what it means to faithfully follow Christ and share their faith with others.  Shoebox 

gifts are helping to build churches and communities around the world! 

Thanksgiving! will be collecting shoeboxes during October and November.     

National collection week is November 14-21.  More information will be coming October 8 & 9, look for the Operation 

Christmas Child table in the lobby  after all services for resources and materials to help get you started!     

Contact Sarah Morrison with questions or to get involved: (309) 642-1257 or email me at Sarah.Morrison@hotmail.com 

mailto:rhonda.rupert@thanks-giving.org


 

 

Eureka! Unapologetics Apologetics! 

Adult Class  

Sundays at 9:30am in the Heritage Sanctuary  

September 11 - October 30 

Hosted by Doug Woodard, Head Boys Basketball Coach at Bellevue West High School 

T!LC Employment Opportunities 

Part-Time Office Assistant 

T!LC has an immediate opening for a P/T Office Assistant (approximately 20 hours per week) who would be responsible for 

providing administrative support for the pastoral and ministry staff. 

Must be able to work professionally with individuals and groups, have strong organizational and administrative skills, maintain       

confidentiality of information, and a working knowledge of Microsoft Office products. A High School diploma or equivalent is       

required. A Bachelor’s degree in Business administration or similar job experience with non-profit  organizations is desirable but 

not required. 

If interested in applying for this position, please send your resume to Harold Carlson at the church office or email to                        

Harold.Carlson@thanks-giving.org. Questions should be directed to Harold Carlson at 402.292.2695 ext. 307. 

Care Team Ministry Leader 

T!LC has an immediate opening for a P/T Care Ministry Team Leader who would be responsible for providing leadership,               

coordination and oversight of the Pastoral Care Team.  

Must be able to work professionally with individuals and groups, have strong organizational and relational skills, and ability to 

maintain confidentiality of information.  

If interested in applying for this position please send your resume to Janine Wegner at Janine.Wegner@thanks-giving.org.  

Blessings Women’s Group: 

A blessing to your day in every way! 

 

Moms of all ages and stages! Join us for a morning filled with Bible study, prayer,          

fellowship, encouragement and friendship! We will begin meet  from 9:00am - 11:00am in 

the Heritage Conference Room on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month. We will be 

studying the book Hoodwinked by Karen Ehman this year along with additional speakers 

and activities. 

 

Childcare is available for infants through preschool in the church nursery. If you would   

like to know more, please    contact Lisa Ferguson at lisakayef2002@yahoo.com or    

(402) 290-4091. 

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY 

 

Women’s Book Study will meet Monday, October 10 at the Papillion home of Mary Belford.  

 

Please complete the Week 1 Lesson, Joseph: Husband, Protector, Servant, pages 10 – 32 of Karen Kingsbury’s The Family of Jesus 

Bible Study. We will watch a DVD, learning more about Jesus’ life. 

 

For questions and directions to her home, please contact Mary (402) 960-5752; mtbelford@cox.net or co-hostess Maxine Scott  

(712) 323-8977; cesmks@cox.net.  (Due to a chemical allergy, this is a “scent free” evening – candles, hair spray, perfume, etc.) 

We look forward to seeing those who have already signed up as well as anyone who may be interested in joining us. We will meet 

the second Monday of October, November, February, March and April. 

Christmas Cantata 

We will be starting rehearsals for this year’s Christmas Cantata on Monday, October 10 at 6:30pm. We are looking for people who 

love to sing praises to the Lord and enjoy the Christmas season of celebration. We would love to have you come join us.  

We are also looking for musicians who are interested in playing in the orchestra for the cantata. If you are interested please       

contact Mike Treachler at Michael.Treachler@thanks-giving.org.  

mailto:janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org
mailto:lisakayef2002@yahoo.com
mailto:mtbelford@cox.net
mailto:cesmks@cox.net
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www.thanks-giving.org 

 

      5th & 6th Grade Students         7th & 8th grade Students            9th-12th Grade Students 

                Molly Miller             Pastor David Witkop      Jonathan Miller 

  Molly.Miller@thanks-giving.org      PastorDavid@thanks-giving.org        Jon.Miller@thanks-giving.org 

The Club 56 retreat is just around the corner on October 21 & 22!  We drive out to 

Rivercrest outside of Fremont, Nebraska to enjoy God’s creation. This is a great 

time for your 5th & 6th graders to unplug from everything else going on and spend 

some quality time with God in a beautiful place. Our focus is on learning our    

identity in Christ and discovering what God has for us to do in His Kingdom. The 

weekend is jam packed with music, games, campfires, and lots and lots of food! 

You won’t want to miss it.  

 

Register online on the Club 56 page. Cost is $45. Checks can be made payable to 

T!LC and brought to the office, mailed in, or turned in at Sunday School. Please 

register by Monday October 10.  

Upcoming Dates: 

October 16 - Bellevue Berry Farm 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

October 21 & 22 - Retreat @ Camp Rivercrest: Meet at 6:00pm on Friday, Return at 8:00pm on Saturday  

Junior High Fall Recharge 2016 - October 21-23  at  Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp 

A Recharge is a super fun weekend event where students can get away from their normal  

routine and “Recharge” their batteries.  It’s an awesome opportunity to reconnect with God 

and focus on your faith walk with Christ. You’ll have a ton of fun! Cool music, wonderful friends, 

great food, games, activities, free time, small groups, carpetball, foosball, awesome           

counselors, fabulous skits, and a “no homework guarantee”!! The cost is $70/student. 

The themes is FOUND Luke 19:10. 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the new 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/club56/ 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the new 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/junior-high/ 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the new 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/senior-high/ 

God’s desire for us to be in community is one of greatest themes in the Bible. When 

God created Adam in Genesis 2, he said it was not good for him to be alone. So God 

made Eve. Adam and Eve walked through life together. After sin entered the world, 

though, people started to live in isolation.  

 

A few weeks ago, we launched High School D-Teams. Excitement and                      

encouragement has filled us as we have seen veteran and new D-Team leaders alike 

rise to the task of loving and discipling our teens. We are so excited to see our students 

find community in their D-Teams and learn more about their creator. But we know 

there are some who are missing out on this community. If your student or a student you 

know is in need of a healthy community, make sure they get in contact with Jon Miller 

at Jon.Miller@thanks-giving.org or 402-661-9964. He will connect them with a D-Team 

that fits their personality and time limitations.  

 

Don’t live in isolation. We were meant for so much more.  

 

http://www.thanks-giving.org/club56/
http://www.thanks-giving.org/junior-high/
http://www.thanks-giving.org/senior-high/
mailto:jon.miller@thanks-giving.org


 

 

Family & Children’s M
inistry Newsletter 

Wednesday Night Children’s Ministry  

WANTED: Wednesday Night Children’s Ministry Small Group Leaders 

 Teach kids who Jesus is by modeling Christ-like love, support, and      

encouragement. 

 Weekly commitment is ideal. 

 Sign up online at www.thanks-giving.org 

 

Questions?  Contact Wendy Lundquist 

Wendy.Lundquist@thanks-giving.org 

Are your kids begging you for time on your phone or ipad? If they are, 

here is a great app for them to learn and play on! The Gospel Project 

for Kids follows our Sunday School curriculum and allows kids to engage 

with God’s Word in fun ways.  

Search “TGP” in the app store and download 

“The Gospel Project for Kids Family App”. If you 

would like to use the free version of the app, 

download “Fall 2015 Lite” from the library. If you 

want to spend less than a trip to Starbucks or 

McDonalds, download “Fall 2015”. Both have 

coloring pages, the theme verse, and a game. 

The paid version adds in music and videos that 

go along with each lesson. Either way, your kids 

are getting to experience God right at their    

fingertips, and that’s a win!  

http://www.thanks-giving.org
mailto:Wendy.lundquist@thanks-giving.org


 

 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  Harold.Carlson@thanks-giving.org 

Line Item August August YTD YTD Line Item August August YTD YTD
Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 101,862.50 106,642.00 891,044.99 814,686.00 Facility/Operations 40,165.34 30,267.00 372,105.81 274,725.00

Non-pledged Giving 33,952.00 30,497.00 322,934.09 285,859.00 Ministry 55,021.64 45,354.00 394,010.70 381,915.00

Other Revenue 20,752.70 15,316.00 174,506.80 174,144.00 Personnel 69,635.45 82,214.00 578,472.98 620,127.00

Ministry Challenge 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Income 156,567.20 152,455.00 1,388,485.88 1,274,689.00 Total Expense 164,822.43 157,835.00 1,344,589.49 1,276,767.00

Income Expense

General Fund - August 2016

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church

Preparing for the Future 

This is the name of our new capital campaign that began in May of this year and the goal is to position T!LC to be 

debt free and financially strong by April of 2019 so that we will be ready for what God might be preparing for our   

congregation in the future. We received 203 estimates of giving and $1,217,281 has been pledged and as of August 

31, 2016, we have received $267,161.76 (22% of the estimates of giving) in contributions. Thank you to for your faithful 

financial support. 

 

2017 Stewardship Emphasis 

October is a time when we turn our emphasis to communicating the future vision for T!LC and what resources will be 

necessary to achieve that vision.  The weekends of October 16 & 23 our pastors will be reviewing our core value of 

generosity.  In addition, the weekend of October 30 we will all be invited to bring forward our Estimate of Giving 

Cards, asking the Lord to bless our intentions for our financial support to the Lord’s work through our congregation for 

2017.  

 

Please set aside time to be in earnest prayer as we begin to discern how God is calling us to manage our gifts of time, 

talent and finances.  Consider stepping out in faith and increasing your contributions by 1% of your household income 

and if you are already tithing (10% of your household income) consider stepping out in faith beyond the tithe. 

 

Simply Giving 

If you participate in the Simply Giving automated contribution system and would like to make a change in your    

contribution; you may either make the change on your own by logging into your personal account that you set up or 

by filling out a Simply Giving form and returning to Harold Carlson at the church. Forms are available on the reading 

rack outside of the Heritage sanctuary or can be downloaded from the T!LC website. 

 

Did you know that T!LC has the ability to receive electronic funds transfers (EFT) through a program called Simply    

Giving?  Simply Giving is a safe and reliable electronic funds transfer program. To enroll go to our website 

(www.thanks-giving.org) and click on “Give” at the top right hand corner at the top of the home page. You can also 

contact our Simply Giving Coordinator, Harold Carlson at the church office for more information about the Simply 

Giving program. 

 

Automobile Donation Needed 

Do you or someone that you know, have a reliable automobile that could be donate to T!LC?  We continue to       

receive requests from families in need of reliable transportation.  Please contact Harold Carlson at the church office 

for more information. 

 



 

 

T!LC Congregation Council Report 
Carol Umberger - Council President 

Carol.Umberger@thanks-giving.org 

Council Report for October 2016 

Thus far the 2016 council has been focused mostly on learning new ways and processes for  doing      

business. This culminated in August when we adopted a Council Covenant. My blog this month is two 

excerpts from that document. 

Philosophy of Governance  

The board’s focus shall be on the long-term mission and well-being of the congregation, not on            

administrative detail. It shall respect the distinction between board governance and ministry, and shall 

avoid when possible making decisions that address only a single situation.   

 

The board intends to govern primarily by: 

 Prayerfully discerning and articulating the congregation’s mission and vision of ministry  

 Setting goals and making strategic choices 

 Creating written policies that are aligned with the mission and vision of the congregation and insuring that the senior pastor 

executes these policies 

 Monitoring and evaluating the congregation’s leadership, including itself 

 

Knowing that we, as leaders of this congregation, must model Godly relationships before one another and the church, we commit 

ourselves to: 

 Pray daily for fellow members of the leadership team and for the ministry of the church 

 Never speak ill of any member of the team and resolve broken relationships personally and quickly 

 Forgive one another when offended and hold no grudges and care for one another when a member is hurting 

 Always support decisions of this board once they are made, unless a biblical, moral issue is at stake 

 Always be honest in board deliberations and never devious in seeking personal agendas 

 Never betray a confidence of the board  and hold one another accountable for this covenant  

 

Council Responsibilities 

 Determining the overall vision and future direction of the church. 

 Creating policies to clearly define church values and biblical operating procedures. 

 Providing direction on financial or risk-management issues. 

 Providing accountability to the senior pastor, to ensure the vision and values determined by Council are being carried out. 

 

The Work of the Council 

 Council members do not represent any group within the congregation. The council is charged with responsibility for the       

finances and property of the church. We therefore work for the good of the whole congregation.  

 The work of the council occasionally calls for a committee or task force comprised of members of the council. Members are 

expected to assume their fair share of this special work.  

 Affirm the annual budget 

 Encourage the senior pastor, his or her staff, and volunteers and conduct an annual review of the senior pastor. 

 Delegate to qualified assistants, staff, or outside experts as needed. 

 As spiritual leaders, council members also serve the congregation by our attendance and participation in  congregation    

functions: e.g., special congregational meetings, special worship services, etc.  

 Council members attend a weekend planning retreat every year at the church’s expense.  

 

In October, the council nominating committee will begin the process of discerning potential nominees for next year’s council. I 

hope you will prayerfully consider whether you may be called to serve T!LC in this capacity. 

 

Blessings. 

Carol Umberger 

Council President 



 

 

The T!LC Library Corner 
October 2016 

Its Your Library 

Fall officially arrived on September 22nd and we are thinking of those cool 

nights, a glowing fire in the fireplace and wrapped into a warm blanket with 

your choice of a good book to read. 

TheLibrary Corner continues to receive new books, DVD’s and CD’s and we thank you for your generous donations. 

As we incorporate these new items, we will be discarding items that have not been utilized into our fall sale this 

month.  

Before we journey into the Advent and Holiday season let us take time to reflect what role Martin Luther and the 

Reformation had in establishing the Lutheran church. Listed below are books that can help you better understand 

what was behind Luther’s reason for this which resulted in the Lutheran  Church. The library has many more             

biographical books on others who followed Luther and how Luther referred to Paul and the New Testament many 

times.   

BOOKS FEATURED ON THE CART THIS MONTH AND IN THE LIBRARY: 

MARTIN LUTHER by Niall MacGinnis - VHS on Martin Luther’s life  

LUTHER THE REFORMER - THE STORY OF THE MAN AND HIS CAREER by James M. Kittelson 

MARTIN LUTHER - REFLECTIONS FROM HIS WRITINGS by John Dillenberger 

FORTRESS INTRODUCTION TO LUTHERANISM by Eric W. Gritsch 

MARTIN LUTHER by May McNeer and Lynd Ward - a book for children and youth 

QUEEN OF THE REOFRMATION by Charles Ludwig 

“Katie viewed her world from a cell in a convent where her family had discarded her. Unloved and alone. 

Unloved and alone. Thus begins the story of Mrs. Marin Luther.” 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF MARTIN LUTHER by Tyndale 

 Learn about not only the life of Martin Luther, but the times that he lived. 

LUTHER  BIOGRAPHY OF A REFORMER by Frederick Nohl   

“Martin Luther had one goal: peace with God. He didn’t find it in the holy relics and indulgences of the 

church or in life as an obedient monk. Luther discovered God’s treasure of truth buried under human laws 

and regulations. He discovered the Gospel in the Word of God. Luther took his stand on that Word, defying 

the highest authorities in the church and state. In so doing, he started the oldest continuing evangelical 

movement in history. This is Luther’s dramatic story.  

*MARTIN LUTHER THE GREAT REFORMER by Edwin P Booth  

“Theologian, rebel, Bible translator, preacher and prolific writer…the life of Martin 

Luther defies simple         description.” 

COMPLETE SERMONS OF MARTIN LUTHER – (in the library):  Volumes 1-7. Ever won-

dered about the sermons that Martin Luther delivered? They are to be found with-

in. 

 

Have a wonderful October and an enriching learning experience! 

  God’s peace!  

   Vicki D 

What’s New in 

the Library? 



 

 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249 

Usher Captains: (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 

   (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 

   (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  

   (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

OCTOBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team         Ushers All of October 

October 1 & 2 - Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  5:30pm Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 8:15am Ron Overby, Tom  

           Schwendtner, Ambrose Heying, Roger 

           Johnson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 5 Kate Bischoff   9:30am   Kate & Ken Bischoff, Pat 

           Sohm, Jackie Fuxa 

           11:00am  Pat Meyer, Joy Stumme, 

           Mark  Dreier   

October 8 &9 

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 1 Pam Engelbart & Sue Hoogeveen 

October 15 & 16 -  Holy Communion  

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 2 Boever & Finerty 

October 22 & 23 

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 3 Rhonda Wiebers & Chrys Frey 

October 29 & 30 

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 4 Deb Brandt 



 

 

10/12 Emily Ask 

10/12 Mark Dreier 

10/12 Tyna Lewis 

10/13 Thomas Parrack 

10/13 Jarrod Conley 

10/13 Ava Cutinella 

10/13 Trevor Spady 

10/13 Ann Hegarty 

10/13 Beverly Dawson 

10/13 Henry Schuttler 

10/13 Haley Treachler 

10/13 Janea Smith 

10/14 Richone Owens 

10/14 Phyllis Leseberg 

10/14 Micah Duerk 

10/14 Jeremy Andersen 

10/14 Daniel Harringa 

10/14 Alyssa Stahr 

10/14 Jennifer Pestel 

10/15 Ali Cutinella 

10/15 Brenda Batchelor 

10/16 Aila Johnson 

10/16 Sheri Schuttler 

10/16 Molly Erickson 

10/16 Curtis Schneider 

10/17 Kathryn Scanlan 

10/17 Jackson Triggs 

10/17 Viola Winslow 

10/17 Adam Haeder 

10/17 Phyllis Gantz 

10/18 Bonnie Kral 

10/18 Carly Smith 

10/18 Maureen Delahanty 

10/18 James Wiebelhaus 

10/18 Gregg Hoogeveen 

10/19 Claire Scanlan 

10/19 Nick Hinz 

10/19 Ahren Marburger 

10/20 Lucas Anderson 

10/20 Victoria Stahr 

10/21 Aubriana Batchelor 

10/21 Danalee Daubs 

10/21 Lisa Needham 

10/21 Chris Smith 

10/21 Shawn Harstad 

10/22 Britney Cedillo 

10/22 Leah Jorgensen 

10/22 Martin Koehler 

10/22 Tyson Rowell 

10/22 Erin Hegarty 

10/22 Elijah Kothe 

10/22 Payton Schram 

10/22 Hailey Lundquist 

10/23 John Carlson 

10/23 William Elliott 

10/23 James Taylor 

10/23 Nathan Schenck 

10/24 Angela Rosa 

10/24 Jean Pryor 

10/24 Kevin Covi 

10/24 Jessica Hayes 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

10/01 Kevin Holtz 

10/01 Kathleen Bischoff 

10/01 Tom Bentley 

10/01 Blaine Johnson 

10/01 Olivia Benson 

10/01 Joshua Clark 

10/01 Ezra McMullen 

10/02 Diane Decker 

10/02 Michelle Cisar 

10/02 Sharen Sievert 

10/02 Collin Richards 

10/02 William Findlay 

10/02 Brianna Hitt 

10/02 Kelley Nelson 

10/03 Nancy Carlson 

10/04 Jennifer Klausen 

10/04 Valerie Green 

10/04 Deborah Kinzer 

10/04 Richard Harlow 

10/04 Darcy Patterson 

10/04 Cole Harstad 

10/05 Mason Biodrowski 

10/05 Gary Kruger 

10/05 Tiffany Collins 

10/05 Troy Spady 

10/05 Kendra Boyd 

10/05 Christina Plambeck 

10/05 George Thompson Sr. 

10/05 Ronald Glover 

10/06 Laura Flynn 

10/06 Ryan Mahr 

10/06 Steve Tyler 

10/06 Juan Jimenez 

10/07 Mark Masek 

10/07 Robert Gillespie 

10/07 Brady Batchelor 

10/07 Logan Toman 

10/08 Frederick Power 

10/08 Carol Clausen 

10/08 Shawn McAcy 

10/08 Elizabeth Babcock 

10/08 Hugh Finerty 

10/08 Michael Caldwell 

10/09 Scott Rosa 

10/09 Bill Weber 

10/09 Jean Gemar 

10/09 Christine Hegarty 

10/09 Michelle Gillen 

10/09 James Bushek 

10/09 Dave Thompson 

10/10 Nicholas Neumann 

10/10 Skylar Bruch 

10/10 Nicholas Pfender 

10/10 Elli Wegner 

10/10 Elaine McHenry 

10/10 Megan Bowen 

10/11 Calleen Davis 

10/11 Kathryn Dodge 

10/11 Alison Toman 

10/11 Charlotte Madden 

10/24 Patricia Sohm 

10/24 Elizabeth Gaule 

10/24 Tammy Wilkins 

10/24 Dexter Klaman 

10/25 Henry Patzer 

10/25 Robin Wyatt 

10/26 Luke Kothe 

10/26 Jeffrey McCart 

10/26 Brian Ferguson 

10/26 Corrine Brickman 

10/27 Brian Jorgensen 

10/27 Joyce Johnson 

10/27 Alene Schlange 

10/27 Gina Wiitanen 

10/27 Madison Nichols 

10/27 Ryan Keele 

10/27 Tren Svendsen 

10/28 Reagan Hoogeveen 

10/28 Richard Kral 

10/28 Kathy Weber 

10/28 Eli Dawson 

10/28 Nicolaas VanSteenbergen 

10/28 Jedd Patterson 

10/28 Alicia Scarpello 

10/28 Kevin Boyd 

10/28 Keri Boyd 

10/28 Theresa Andersen 

10/28 Elisabeth Jackson 

10/28 Cole Friedenbach 

10/29 Deborah Brandt 

10/29 Phillip Tackett 

10/29 Michelle Talty 

10/29 Gregory Malicki 

10/29 McKenna Dorn 

10/30 Brenda Van Cleave 

10/30 Eddie Haer 

10/30 Corey Stopak 

10/30 Steven Albracht 

10/31 Jeffrey Krambeer 

10/31 Charles  Jr. Kinzer 

10/31 Christian Towne 

10/31 Rick Hull 

10/31 Sharon Stahr 

10/31 Collin Wederquist 

10/31 Zachary McIntyre 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

10/15/1977 Dave & Mary Hebert 

10/14/1978 Stanley & Carol Cisar 

10/02/1981 Denny & Donna Gilbert 

10/08/1983 Marvin & Jane Stopak 

10/14/1983 Bruce & Barb Kotila 

10/25/1986 Burnell & Bev Mussman 

10/07/1995 John & Andrea Skarda 

10/17/1998 Geoff & Lisa Sager 

10/22/1998 Todd & Elaine McHenry Kallhoff 

10/24/1998 Jason & Richone Owens 

10/09/1999 Jon & Christina Towne 

10/09/1999 James & Amy Taylor 

10/20/2001 Mark & Nikki Dorn 

Parish Events - October Birthdays & Anniversaries 
10/13/2002 Frank & Pam Bevins 

10/26/2002 Jon & Julie Costello 

10/25/2003 Michael & Shari Smith 

10/04/2005 Brandon & Katie Clark 

10/07/2006 Kyle & Claire Muhle 

10/14/2006 Mark & Gretchen Brown 

10/07/2007 Frank & Suzanne Gorhau 

10/11/2013 Josh & Janea Smith 

10/12/2013 Seth & Beth Teegerstrom 

 

 



 

 

The  

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  

Friday, October 21  

Send all submissions to 

Laura.Mallatt@thanks-giving.org 

 

 

 

 

For Care 

Ministry 

Assistance . . 
 

During Church 

Office Hours: 

Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 

Please call our dedicated 24/7 

voicemail number 402.292.7633 

and leave a message. Rhonda  

Rupert, Care Ministry Coordinator 

will  contact you. 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

Early October: register for Doorway to  Discovery 

Retreat 

October 10: Make and/or serve dinner to teachers during 

conference week at Fort Crook Elementary 

 

October 10: Club 56 retreat registration deadline 

 

October 10 - 15: Issue-Focused Activation Training Seminar 

October 14: Registration deadline for Cleansing Stream Retreat 

October 16:  Club 56 Bellevue Berry Farm 

October 21– 22: Club 56 Retreat at Camp Rivercrest 

October 21-23: Jr. High Fall Recharge at Riverside Lutheran Bible 

Camp 

October 23 - 30: A week of Missional Opportunities 

October 28 - 29: Cleansing Stream Retreat 

BAPTISMS 

SYMPATHY 

September 17, 2016 

Thomas Cubbage -  celebrated the reaffirmation of 

baptism. Sponsors are Michael & Haley Treachler.  

September 18, 2016 

Clint Michael Monico - son of Nathan & Julie Monico.  

Sponsors are Connor Monico & Christine Conrad. 

Marty & Maureen Delahanty in the death of 

Maureen’s mother, Maxine, on August 27, 2016. 

 

Andy & Christy Moneymaker and family in the 

death of their son, Nick, on August 27, 2016. 

 

Louise Ramsey and Family in the death of 

Louise’s husband, Bob, on September 9, 2016. 

WEDDINGS 

Katie Kramer and Chris Kelley were married on 

September 10, 2016. 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: Laura.Mallatt@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Jubilation! Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May….. 

 Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

 Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 

 Youth Sunday School  9:30am 

 Adult Sunday School 9:30am 

 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

 Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

 Wednesday Night Program 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 

Interim Office Manager  Laura Mallatt 

Adult Ministries Director  Janine Wegner 

Connections Director  Aly Vrosh 

Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 

Spiritual Pathways Director Lisa  Zaloudek 

Worship & Music Director  Michael Treachler 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Family & Children’s Ministry Dir. Molly Miller 

Asst. Children’s Ministry Dir. Wendy Lundquist 

Seminarian/Student Ministries Jonathan Miller 

Kidz Church Leaders  Richard Zolnowski/Traci Johnson 

Communications &  Kelly Marz 

Administrative Asst. 

Nursery Director   Katie Wallman 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 

As followers of Christ, our Vision is to Be Like Jesus in every way, by connecting with God,  

with one-another, and with the world. 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Mission is to reach out and gather people into the Family of God, equipping them to be disciples  

of Jesus Christ in our community, nation and world.  
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