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Experiencing the Joy of Generosity! 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son …!” 
John 3:16 

Generosity originates in the heart of God 

who provides us with all the provisions 

which we need for daily life. In addition, 

God’s amazing generosity flows through 

the heart of Jesus who gave his life for us. 

As we learned in our worship services on 

October 22-23, generosity begets         

generosity, and with it comes joy,      

meaning and significance for our lives. I 

hope your heart was moved like mine was 

as we watched those powerful and     

inspiring video testimonies of generosity in 

action!  

 

One of the most important ways that   

followers of Christ return thanks to God 

and express God’s generosity is in our  

financial support of the life and mission of 

our local congregations. Because the 

Christian Church is the chief steward of 

the grace of God, it is often said that we 

are the hope of the world. What an   

awesome privilege and responsibility!  

 

By now you should have received two 

letters in the mail encouraging your 

prayerful discernment of how the Lord is 

directing you to partner financially in the 

ministries and mission of T!LC in 2017. The 

second letter included a number of key 

biblical passages, which I have included 

at the end of this article, and which are 

meant to guide our financial stewardship. 

In one of those passages God Challenges 

us to Plan Our Giving. 

 

 

“On the first day of each week,  

you should each put aside a portion of 

the money you have earned.” 

1 Corinthians 16:2 

 

 

The writer, St. Paul, was directing the 

church in Corinth, to plan their giving to 

the Lord’s work. Who should give? Paul 

says each person. What should be given? 

Paul says a portion of the money you 

have earned. When should we do this? 

Paul says on the first day of each week. 

Paul is urging and directing us to plan our 

giving to the Lord’s work. Why? Because 

when we plan our giving we are much 

more likely to be faithful in our giving.  

Remember the old adage; “fail to plan, 

plan to fail.”  

 
Since 1979 Suzanne and I have planned 

our giving by filling out annual Estimate of 

Giving Cards in every congregation in 

which we have served. Over the years we 

have found great joy in the money which 

we have been able to give to the Lord’s 

work, and we have been humbled and 

amazed that God has met our every 

need and most of our dreams along the 

way. We give generously because it is the 

nature of Jesus Christ to give and we 

have his DNA in us as his followers. We do 

not give because we expect something in 

return, although we are constantly 

amazed at the blessings flowing from his 

gracious hand. We give because it brings 

joy, meaning, and significance to our lives 

knowing that we are partnering to       

advance the most important movement 

on the face of the earth – the kingdom of 

God, the reign and rule of Christ Jesus! 

 

We have a very exciting year before us. 

As I write this article on October 24, we 

are embarking on a week of missional 

outreach to our community, and we have 

a full slate of T!LC family members going 

out to bless and love the people of our 

community! Then in January we embark 

upon a year-long emphasis of learning to 

live into the missional frontier of our    

community, and at the same time we will 

welcome Pastor Billy Czapla, Denise and 

Camille to our church family! 

 

 

I invite you to joyfully partner financially 

with us in advancing Jesus’ reign and rule 

through T!LC this coming year. I ask you to 

seek the Lord’s guidance through prayer, 

to plan and grow your giving                  

proportionately and sacrificially towards 

the goal of a full tithe (10%). Please fill out 

the        Estimate of Giving Card and bring 

it with you to worship services the      

weekend of November 5 and 6, or return 

it to the church offices during one of the     

following weeks.  

Verses to Guide your Prayerful               

Discernment 

God Owns Everything – Psalm 24:1 – “The 

earth is the Lord’s and everything in it …” 

God Calls us to Faithfulness – 1 Corinthians 

4:2 – “Now it is required that those who 

have been given a trust prove faithful.” 

Give Your First Fruits – Proverbs 3:9 – 

“Honor the Lord with your substance and 

with the first fruits of all your produce; then 

your barns will be filled with plenty and 

your vats will be bursting with wine.” 

Give Proportionately – 2 Corinthians 8:11c 

– “Give in proportion to what you have.” 

Give towards a Goal of a Full Tithe –     

Malachi 3:10 – “Bring the full tithe into the 

storehouse, that there may be food in my 

house; and thereby put me to the test, 

says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the 

windows of heaven for you and pour 

down for you an overflowing blessing.” 

Give until it Feels Good – 2 Corinthians 9:7 

– “You must each decide in your heart 

how much to give. And don’t give       

reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For 

God loves a person who gives           

cheerfully.’” 

Give Confidently – 2 Cor. 9:8 – “And God 

will generously provide all you need. Then 

you will always have everything you need 

and plenty left over to share with others. 

 

Your Covenant/Kingdom Partner,  

Pastor Glenn Harless 



 

 

Discipleship Pathways 
Lisa Zaloudek 

Lisa.Zaloudek@thanks-giving.org 

Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! 
 

The Senior Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! will  gather for a time of connection, conversation, and 
fellowship on the second Friday of the month.  All senior single sisters are welcome. 
 
The May gathering will be May 13, 2016, at Lansky’s, 3909 Twin 
Creek Drive, Bellevue, beginning at 11:30.   

 

For any questions you may have, or to RSVP for the May gathering, 
contact Geneva James at 402-292-3912 or at dunwrkng@gmail.com. 

The Doorway to Discovery Retreat 

Saint Benedict Center in Schuyler, Nebraska 

November 10-13, 2016 

Doorway to Discovery Retreats are designed to create an environment where participants can give their undivided attention to 

growing in their relationship with God. In a formatted mix of worship, prayer, teaching, reflection, and extended periods of silence, 

retreatants have the opportunity to rid themselves of daily distractions, reflect on the truth of God’s Word, and consider their     

current situation in life. It is a time to discover more about God, what it means to believe in Jesus Christ, and how to live the fullness 

of life God desires for each of us.  

To register go to www.godslivingstones.org.   Registrations will be accepted based on availability, as space is limited.    

For more information contact Pastor Bruce Kotila at: 402-290-3480  or email him at: bruce@godslivingstones.org 

Cost is $250 per person and includes private room and meals. 

Full payment is required in advance to confirm your room at the retreat center. 

Got Issues??       

God’s Got Solutions!!!! 

Restoring the Foundations  

Issue Focus Ministry 

 

Please contact Lisa Zaloudek if you would like more information about receiving Issue Focus Ministry (IFM) or check 

out RTF Ministry under the Care Ministry tab on the T!LC Web site.  IFM sessions are confidential, scheduled for three 

hours in the T!LC Prayer Chapel, and are led by a team of two trained IFM prayer ministers who are trained in the 

RTF Integrated Approach to Healing.  We would love to come along side you to help you experience the love of 

our Heavenly Father and encounter the healing power of the Holy Spirit in the midst of whatever issue you may be 

facing.  Sessions are open to anyone in the T!LC family at no charge.   Free will offerings are always appreciated 

and go directly to support the ministry. 

Barnabas Prayer Ministry 

At T!LC, we believe in the power and importance of prayer.  If you are in need of physical, 

emotional or spiritual healing, we invite you to consider scheduling a time of prayer with a 

Barnabas Prayer Ministry Team.  A small number (2-3) of trained, compassionate Barnabas 

Ministers will pray with you during a scheduled prayer session to seek breakthrough in the 

area or concern. 

mailto:dunwrkng@gmail.com
http://www.godslivingstones.org/files/uploads/The_Doorway_to_Discovery_Retreat_What_to_Expect_Fall_2014.pdf
http://www.godslivingstones.org


 

 

Are you looking to Get Connected at T!LC?  

Please go to tlconnect.church for a complete list and detailed information of 

connection opportunities or review the list below: 

 
• Life Groups- contact Janine Wegner at Janine.Wegner@thanks-giving.org to find a group that fits your schedule 

and spiritual needs. NEW GROUP FORMING IN NOVEMBER- SEE MORE DETAILS BELOW. 

• To connect in a ministry, contact Aly Vrosh at Aly.Vrosh@thanks-giving.org about the following ministries: 

  - Worship: Instrumentalists  

  - Children’s Ministry: Substitute Sunday School teachers 

  - Nursery: Volunteer aids 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW LIFE GROUP FORMING in NOVEMBER 

If you would like to join a Life Group, a new one is forming in November that will meet on       

Wednesday nights from 6:30pm - 8:00pm  in the church (children’s programming and 

nursery will be provided). For more information, please contact Janine at                                       

Janine.Wegner@thanks-giving.org. 

 

 

 

 

SERVE WEEK  

Thank you to everyone who participated in our first Serve Week! It was a week 

where we were truly blessed to be a blessing. It is exciting to see how God is   

inspiring us as a body to go outside the walls and see how He is calling each of 

us to serve our community. Additionally, we recognize that many of you serve in 

the community in ways that God has inspired you to do so. Thank you for being 

Jesus to those in need. 

 

 

       
    Hillcrest resident, Sally, 

                               getting ready to go on hayrack ride. 

Serve Week by the Numbers 

 

• 400 meals for transients at        

Stephen Center 

• 50 nursing home residents loved 

on 

• 70 police officers thanked 

• 20 firefighters fed 

• 102 volunteers BLESSED 

• 1 God SMILING 

mailto:Janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org
mailto:aly.vrosh@thanks-giving.org
mailto:Janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org


 

 

T!LC Care Ministry 

Providing Care Ministry for the Whole Person 

Spirit ~ Soul ~ Body 

You Can Bring the Hope of       

Christmas to North Omaha Children 

 
Every year, over 300 children and their     

families seek out the Lutheran Family        

Services North Omaha Center for Healthy 

Families. Sometimes just to seek                 

encouragement.  At the Center, these  

highly-stressed families with young children 

find a community to   support  them and 

they find the tools they need to break        

generational cycles of child abuse and  

poverty.  

 

Through education and assistance, parents 

find    support to rewrite a better future for 

their children. Through an incentive program 

that rewards positive parenting decisions, 

moms and dads are able to purchase the 

items necessary to raise a child.; critical 

items, like diapers, shoes or winter coats. 

 

For the sixth year T!LC is hosting “Christmas in 

North O” to partner with the North Omaha 

Center and help these families write a     

Operation   Christmas Child 

Thank you for the terrific response to the  

Operation Christmas Child ministry           

opportunity!      

You can use the shoe 

boxes provided or any  

a v e r a g e  s i z e               

cardboard or plastic 

shoe box.  Samaritan's 

Purse asks for a $7    

donation per box to  

cover shipping and 

better future. These families are           

determined to change their lives, but too 

often they can’t afford to provide the 

basic        necessities for their children, let 

alone provide a Christmas gift. This is 

where we step in. By providing Christmas 

gifts, we help these families create     

happy, healthy family experiences, 

which are a key part of breaking the 

cycle of       poverty.  

 

The Center expects 200+ infant to five-

year olds for their Christmas party at 

Hope Skate Center in mid-December.                                             

All you need to do to help make sure 

each child has a Christmas gift to open 

at the party. 

 

This is how it works: 

1. Take gift tags off the tree in the T!LC 

lobby. 

2. Purchase a gift as noted on the tag.  

3. Attach the gift tag and receipt to the 

wrapped gift, and put it in the  lobby 

drop box by Monday, December 4. 

 

Contact: Connie Barnhart at             

cb ar nhar t7@ co x . net for  more            

information on this opportunity. 

project costs. I f you donate 

online, you get a tracking label for your 

box and Samaritan's Purse will email you 

the destination of your gift!     

Return boxes to the Welcome Center in 

the lobby no later than Sunday,           

November 20.  

 

We will then transport the boxes to First 

Baptist Church in Bellevue, which is a 

National Relay site.  If you can assist with 

that transition, we need volunteers on 

Sunday, November 20 at 2:00pm.   

Care Minister Training!  
 

Do have a compassionate and empathetic heart? Do you find it meaningful to care for people who are hurting? Have you ever 

been involved in a lay care ministry like Stephen Ministry? Would you consider becoming part of our lay care ministry team at       

T!LC? We want to hear from you! 

 

We are now moving forward with the process of revitalizing our Care Ministry by recruiting, training, and releasing members of our 

church family to care for people who are discouraged, hurt, or broken by life’s circumstances.   

 

Applications - Because of the nature of this kind of ministry all applicants will go through an interview and screening process.    

Applications may be found under Care Ministry at www.thanks-giving.org, and should be returned to Rhonda.Rupert@thanks-

giving.org by December 1. 

 

Training – Will take place on seven Wednesday evenings from 6:30pm - 9:30pm. January 11, 18, 25, and February 1, 8, 15, 22, and 

will include a meal. 

 

 

Supervision & Continuing Education – Will take place on the 4th Thursday of every month from 7:00pm - 9:00pm. beginning March 

24. 

Thank you for blessing the children 

and spreading the joy and Good 

News of Jesus Christ! 

  

Please  contact Sarah Morrison if you 

have any questions or would like to 

get involved: (309) 642-1257 or email                 

Sarah.Morrison@hotmail.com 

mailto:cbarnhart7@cox.net
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?ThanksgivingLutheran/dbda72064d/a7d5f2ef9e/c6b88646fa
http://www.thanks-giving.org
mailto:Rhonda.Rupert@thanks-giving.org
http://www.thanks-giving.org
mailto:Rhonda.Rupert@thanks-giving.org
tel:309-642-1257


 

 

Support T!LC Ministries by grocery shopping 

If you participate in the Baker’s Shopper Plus program you can now support the ministries of T!LC also when you purchase grocery 

items at your local Baker’s store.  T!LC has been accepted into the Dillions Community Rewards Program that provides cash     con-

tributions back to community non-profit organizations.  T!LC will get credit for every purchase its members make using their  regis-

tered Baker’s Plus card. 

T!LC currently has 29 families registered in this program and for the period of April through June this year we have received $247.66 

in contributions from this program.  

Visit their website at www.bakersplus.com/communityrewards for more information and to register your Baker’s Plus card today 

and begin supporting T!LC ministries every month. If you already have a Baker’s Plus card simply click on “sign in” and enter  your 

email address and password you will then be asked to enter the organizations name or NPO number.  T!LC’s 

NPO number is 25366. Once you select T!LC as your community partner all of your purchases associated with 

your Baker’s Plus card will continue to provide you credits for gasoline purchases and  also support T!LC. 

If you have questions please contact Dillions at 1-800-576-4377 option 3 or email at DCR@dillionstores.com.  

T!LC Blood Drive 

Monday, Nov. 21  2:00-7:00pm 

Your blood donation makes a difference! 

More than 38,000 pints of blood are  

needed in the U.S. every day.  

 

Please make an appointment for our 

blood drive now by going to                  

redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor 

code ThanksgivingLutheranBellevueNE.  

Questions?  

Call Shari 402-339-8226 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU TLC!  As of Oct 2016, you 

have helped to provide 36,364 meals for hungry and 

starving people all over the world.  This is more than half 

of what we packed last spring. 

We plan on having another special offering in the spring 

of 2017,  followed by a packing event.  

 

Thank you to our Vacation Bible School for their offering 

this summer which will provide 4,112 meals. 

Thank you to the Lorences for donating all those beautiful fall baskets which will 

provide 10,856 meals. 

Thank you to our T!LC family for their very generous offering last month which will 

provide 21,396 meals. 

 

Thank you Lord for your blessings on this ministry. We serve an Awesome God! 

National Donor        

Sabbath Weekend 

November 11-13   

“Choose life so that you and 

your descendants may live.” 

Deuteronomy 30:19 

 

 

Our congregation supports organ, eye, and tissue donation 

as the gift of life and the expression of our highest            

humanitarian ideals. Anyone can register as a donor,      

regardless of age or medical history. We encourage you to 

sign up as an organ, eye, or tissue donor on the Nebraska 

Donor   Registry at www.DonateLifeNebraska.com or at 

your local DMV.  

Discuss the Gift of Life with Don Hansen, (402) 291-3190,  a 

T!LC 15-year liver recipient and living proof that transplants 

work!  

FAREWELL…GOODBYE....SO LONG 

ADIOS.. ADIEU.. AUFWIEDERSEHEN 

 

Dave Larson is moving to Minnesota 

Join us in an Open House in his honor… 

Sunday, November 13th , 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

T!LC Family Life Center 

 

Though miles may lie between us, we are never far apart 

for friendship doesn’t count the miles, it’s measured by the 

heart .  

http://www.bakersplus.com/communityrewards
mailto:DCR@dillionstores.com


 

 

Blessings Women’s Group: 
A blessing to your day in every way! 

 

Moms of all ages and stages! Join us for a morning filled with Bible study, prayer,          

fellowship, encouragement and friendship! We will begin meet  from 9:00am - 11:00am 

in the Heritage Conference Room on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month. We will be 

studying the book Hoodwinked by Karen Ehman this year along with additional      

speakers and activities. 

 

Childcare is available for infants through preschool in the church nursery. If you would   

like to know more, please contact Lisa Ferguson at lisakayef2002@yahoo.com or      

(402) 290-4091. 

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY 
 

Women’s Book Study will meet at 7:00 pm  Monday, November 14 at the Quail Creek home of Corliss 

Bunas. 

 

In October, Study Leader Karen Rowell and the group present decided to try a new approach to our 

study. This month we will be discussing pages 18 - 31 about Joseph and pages 32 - 38 about        

Zechariah and watching the Zechariah video.  

 

For questions or if you cannot attend, please  contact Corliss at 402-490-1931; tbunas@yahoo.com or 

Diane Wink, 402-292-1012; ronwink50@msn.com. Lynn Erickson will provide the goodies for this early       

Christmas  celebration. Don’t forget that due to a chemical allergy, this is a “scent free” evening – 

hair spray, perfume, etc. 

We look forward to seeing those who have already signed up as well as anyone who may be       

interested in joining us. We will meet the second Monday of November, February, March and April. 

We have been invited to attend the following event sponsored by the 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund: 

Birthday Party for Martin Luther! 

Sunday, November 13, 2016 

2:00pm—7:00pm 

German-American Club 

 

German singers - German dancers 

Signing groups - a recorder group 

Trivia contest for adults - games for children 

German food and drink (for sale) 

mailto:lisakayef2002@yahoo.com
mailto:ronwink50@msn.com


 

 

November 16 -  Family Connect Night, meet in the Family Life Center.  Bring your families with you to Orange Impact 

for a night of fun, connecting and worship! Also introducing the H2G0 Project.   

 

Orange Impact on Wednesday Nights will be launching a water project fundraiser for November/December to raise money for  

people who don’t have access to safe water. Did you know nearly half of households in the Phillippines don’t have access to safe 

drinking water?? But we can make a difference. For every $79 we raise, Compassion International will provide a family with a special 

filter bucket and one million gallons of safe water! Join with us to help every kid stay healthy and ready to learn through access to 

safe water and proper hygiene. SAFE WATER SAVES LIVES. READY. . .SET. . .H2GO! 

November 23, No Orange Impact, Thanksgiving Break 

     Orange Impact             5th & 6th Grade Students            7th & 8th grade Students                9th-12th Grade Students 

               Wendy Lundquist         Molly Miller                Pastor David Witkop          Jonathan Miller 

Wendy.Lundquist@thanks-giving.org    Molly.Miller@thanks-giving.org     PastorDavid@thanks-giving.org         Jon.Miller@thanks-giving.org 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the new 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/club56/ 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the new 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/junior-high/ 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the new 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/senior-high/ 

Courageous High School Men’s Retreat 

 How does a man live his faith out when he feels like he is standing alone? We are not meant to live out our faith alone. How are 

you living out your faith? Are you ready to be Courageous together? 

 

When: November 5-6 

Where: Camp Carol Joy Holling in Ashland, NE 

Who: All high school guys and their friends. 

Cost: $50 

How to register: www.thanks-giving.org/senior-high/  

What’s Included: 

High Ropes Course Campfire Dodge Ball Tourney Hiking     Teaching Bacon   

Community  Manliness And much more!  

This will be a great opportunity for all high school guys to get connect with other guys who are seeking to be courageous in their 

faith as well as a great time to have fun.  

And High School Girls! Mark your calendars for the High School Girls Retreat on January 27-28!  

November dates: 

11/2/16: Junior High Live in the Family Life Center 

11/9/16: Junior High Live in the Family Life Center 

11/16/16: Junior High Live/Missional Outreach - TBD 

11/23/16: Junior High Live  will NOT meet due to the Thanksgiving holiday 

11/30/16: Junior High Live in the Family Life Center 

Upcoming Dates for Club 56: 

November 6: Board Game Night - 2:00pm - 4:00pm in the Youth Room 

November 20: Service Event TBD - 2:00pm - 4:00pm in the Youth Room 

December 4: Christmas Party - 2:00pm - 4:00pm in the Youth Room 

http://www.thanks-giving.org/club56/
http://www.thanks-giving.org/junior-high/
http://www.thanks-giving.org/senior-high/
http://www.thanks-giving.org/senior-high/


 

 

The T!LC Library Corner 
November 2016 - Happy Thanksgiving! 

It’s November and here we are again setting  our clocks back for another year and fast 

now swinging into the Holiday season.  

The library could still use additional Thanksgiving and Advent books, so if you have any 

that you are willing to donate and share with other members of the congregation, 

please drop them off in the donation box in the library.   

The book cart this month is featuring what books we have on Thanksgiving and Advent as well as other books for the Christmas 

season. Why not start a new tradition that can be passed down? Take time to read one book, dividing it into one chapter a 

night or one with Christmas short stories that can be read each night. Whatever fits into your schedule will help to keep Christ 

in Christmas and enrich your children’s lives.  

More of the holiday spirit can be found through books, CD’s, VHS and DVD’s for adults as well in the library on the first       

bookcase to your right as you enter the library.   

I am in the process of downloading my collection of the above for the holiday season so there are new items for all ages. No 

matter how busy mothers or working women are, make time to kick back with a cup of hot tea and 

relax with a good book.  

On the Book Cart this month you will find a multitude of children’s books:  

The Night Before Thanksgiving by Natasha Wing     

Beyond Groundhog’s and Gobblers by Cindy Salzmann  

Jotham’s Journey, A Storybook for Advent by Arnold Ytreeide  

Advent is for Waiting by Donna R. Rathert  

Thank You for This Food/ Action Prayers, Songs and Blessings for Mealtime by Debbie Trafton 

O’Neal 

The Story of Christmas with its own Advent Calendar by Kathryn Jackson 

Saying Grace - A Prayer of Thanksgiving by Virginia Kroll  

Give Thanks to the LORD by Karma Wilson 

The Tale of Three Trees by Angela Elwell Hunt  

   

ENJOY!  

God’s peace!  - Vicki D 

What’s New in 

the Library? 

T!LC Employment Opportunities 

Part-Time Office Assistant 

T!LC has an immediate opening for a P/T Office Assistant (approximately 20 hours per week) who would be responsible for 

providing administrative support for the pastoral and ministry staff. 

Must be able to work professionally with individuals and groups, have strong organizational and administrative skills, maintain       

confidentiality of information, and a working knowledge of Microsoft Office products. A High School diploma or equivalent is       

required. A Bachelor’s degree in Business administration or similar job experience with non-profit  organizations is desirable but 

not required. 

If interested in applying for this position, please send your resume to Harold Carlson at the church office or email to                        

Harold.Carlson@thanks-giving.org. Questions should be directed to Harold Carlson at 402.292.2695 ext. 307. 

Care Team Ministry Leader 

T!LC has an immediate opening for a P/T Care Ministry Team Leader who would be responsible for providing leadership,               

coordination and oversight of the Pastoral Care Team.  

Must be able to work professionally with individuals and groups, have strong organizational and relational skills, and ability to 

maintain confidentiality of information.  

If interested in applying for this position please send your resume to Janine Wegner at Janine.Wegner@thanks-giving.org.  

mailto:janine.wegner@thanks-giving.org


 

 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  Harold.Carlson@thanks-giving.org 

Line Item September September YTD YTD Line Item September September YTD YTD
Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 101,871.70 94,533.00 992,916.69 909,219.00 Facility/Operations 17,457.75 33,860.00 389,563.56 208,567.00

Non-pledged Giving 30,133.50 38,373.00 353,067.59 324,232.00 Ministry 57,975.95 49,004.00 451,398.38 530,937.00

Other Revenue 25,689.61 34,836.00 200,196.41 208,980.00 Personnel 73,909.81 82,566.00 652,382.79 702,693.00

Ministry Challenge 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Income 157,694.81 167,742.00 1,546,180.69 1,442,431.00 Total Expense 149,343.51 165,430.00 1,493,344.73 1,442,197.00

Income Expense

General Fund - September 2016

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church

Preparing for the Future 

This is the name of our new capital campaign that began in May of this year and the goal is to position T!LC to be debt free and 

financially strong by April of 2019 so that we will be ready for what God might be preparing for our congregation in the future. We 

received 203 estimates of giving and $1,217,281 has been pledged and as of September 30, 2016 we have received $315,741.99 

(26% of the estimates of giving) in contributions. Thank you to for your faithful financial support. 

 

2017 Stewardship Emphasis 

October is a time when we turn our emphasis to communicating the future vision for T!LC and what resources will be necessary to 

achieve that vision.  The weekend of October 23 our pastors will be reviewing our core value of generosity.  In addition, the    

weekend of November 6 we will all be invited to bring forward our Estimate of Giving Cards, asking the Lord to bless our intentions 

for our financial support to the Lord’s work through our congregation for 2017.  

 

Please set aside time to be in earnest prayer as we begin to discern how God is calling us to manage our gifts of time, talent and 

finances.  Consider stepping out in faith and increasing your contributions by 1% of your household income and if you are already 

tithing (10% of your household income) consider stepping out in faith beyond the tithe. 

 

Simply Giving 

If you participate in the Simply Giving automated contribution system and would like to make a change in your contribution; you 

may either make the change on your own by logging into your personal account that you set up or by filling out a Simply Giving 

form and returning to Harold Carlson at the church. Forms are available on the reading rack outside of the Heritage sanctuary or 

can be downloaded from the T!LC website. 

 

Did you know that T!LC has the ability to receive electronic funds transfers (EFT) through a program called Simply Giving?  Simply 

Giving is a safe and reliable electronic funds transfer program. To enroll go to our website (www.thanks-giving.org) and click on 

“Give” at the top right hand corner at the top of the home page. You can also contact our Simply Giving Coordinator, Harold 

Carlson, at the church office for more information about the Simply Giving program. 

 

Automobile Donation Needed 

Do you or someone that you know, have a reliable automobile that could be donate to T!LC?  We continue to receive requests 

from families in need of reliable transportation.  Please contact Harold Carlson at the church office for more information. 

Let Us Pray for You! 

If you are not able to fill out a prayer request or communication card 

during church services there is a  Prayer & Communication box          

located at the Welcome Center in the T!LC Lobby for you to fill out 

and drop in your prayers!  

 

The Prayer & Communication box will be checked daily and your  

prayer requests will be directed to the prayer team. 



 

 

T!LC Congregation Council Report 
Carol Umberger - Council President 

Carol.Umberger@thanks-giving.org 

Council Report 

In October, council held 

a Staff Appreciation 

luncheon to let our hard

-working staff know how 

much the congregation 

and council appreciate 

all they do. Each staff 

member received a 

goodie bag with a  

movie theater gift card and some fun 

goodies to remind them of our core 

values. We are truly blessed at  T!LC to 

have such dedicated people on staff 

- when you see them take a moment 

to say thank-you! 

 We spent some time dreaming at our 

council meeting - if money were no 

object, how might we utilize  our 

green space west of the main parking 

lot? When Cornerstone left, they of 

course took their playground equip-

ment, and now  we have that lovely 

space to put to good use.  

Tom Bentley, a member of the       

congregation and landscape         

architect, presented some ideas that 

included such things as a picnic     

pavilion, whiffle ball field, and a    

meditation garden. These areas 

would not only be useful for our     

congregation but could be used in 

outreach to the community. Tom’s 

presentation was meant as a means 

of starting a Holy Conversation about 

the possibilities. Just like our flag pole, 

if something like this is to be achieved, 

it will require a great deal of 

study and fundraising. Because of 

the nature of the project, Tom 

told us there is also possible grant 

money available. So, dream with 

us and perhaps together we can 

make this a reality one day. 

Barb Jeppesen of our policy task 

force briefed us on their progress. 

We had a great discussion on the 

difference between a policy and 

a procedure. There is consensus 

between council and staff that 

written policies will provide     

continuity when staff persons 

leave or retire. A policy book will 

answer some of the “who does 

what” questions and will provide 

guidance to the staff and      

congregation on issues such as 

facility use, fundraising activities, 

and the like. 

All of our council members have 

taken the Strength Finders       

assessment and in October,    

Pastor David led us through some 

exercises to help us appreciate 

each other’s unique talents and 

gifts. It was interesting to identify 

our strengths and to see how 

God is using each of us to      

contribute to His work.  

In November, the nominating 

committee will begin the process 

of seeking qualified candidates 

to serve on the council next year. 

Anyone who is interested should let 

a council member or pastor know. 

If you would like to serve, I          

recommend that you read the 

book  “Inside the Large             

C o n g r e g a t i o n ”  b y  S u s a n          

Beaumont. As the back cover 

states, this is a must read for those 

who are called to leadership in the 

large congregation. Ms. Beaumont 

has intimate knowledge of the 

st rength’s,  chal lenges and   

uniqueness of such congregations 

and their specific leadership and 

organizational needs. 

Remember, you are welcome to 

attend council meetings on the 

third Thursday of the month at 

7 : 0 0 p m  i n  t h e  H e r i t a g e              

Conference room. Be advised that 

after January 1, meetings will be 

held on the fourth Thursday, same 

time and place. 

 

Carol Umberger 

T!LC Council President 

The 2016 Nominating Committee will begin meeting this month. We will be seeking names 

of potential candidates to serve a three-year term on the Congregation Council, and   

also names of potential candidates to serve a one-year term on the 2017 Nominating 

Committee. We are looking for people of faith who love and follow the Lord and who 

love T!LC. In addition, we are looking for individuals for the Congregation Council who 

have an interest in and gifting for Spirit-led strategic planning. You may pass your own 

name or the names of other persons to the 2016 Nominating Committee; Pat Meyer -  

plm_tlc_tmi@windstream.net; Johann Onnen - bagiwid@msn.com; Hugh Finerty -        

hughpf3@gmail.com; and Pastor Glenn - PastorGlenn@thanks-giving.org. 



 

 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249 

Usher Captains: (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 

   (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 

   (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  

   (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team         Ushers All of November 

November 5 & 6 - Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  5:30pm Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 8:15am Kermit Erickson, Kirk Maynard, 

            Tom Turner, Frank Mitchell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 5 Kate Bischoff   9:30am   Mike Hagarty, Gary Muhle,  

             Bill Clausen, Terry Wilson 

           11:00am Dan Walters, Craig Christians, 

              Kirk Engelbart, Andy Cutinella
            

November 12 & 13 

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 1 Pam Engelbart & Sue Hoogeveen 

November 19 & 20 -  Holy Communion  

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 2 Boever & Finerty 

November 26 & 27 

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 3 Rhonda Wiebers & Chrys Frey 



 

 

11/13 Darin Catterson 

11/13 Rachel Pasteka 

11/13 Connor Tackett 

11/13 Riley Plum 

11/14 Janet Christians 

11/14 Mary Osborn 

11/15 Peter Kafonek 

11/15 Phil Koeppen 

11/15 Samantha Velehradsky 

11/15 Mary Findlay 

11/15 Kyle Atkins 

11/15 Judy Turner 

11/16 Carolyn Schroder 

11/16 Laura Buechler 

11/16 Katelyn Schindler 

11/16 Steve Zivny 

11/16 Dan Winslow 

11/16 Carrie Holo 

11/16 Stephen Bateman 

11/16 Elliana Walker 

11/16 Louis Hoeft 

11/16 Naudia Lewis 

11/17 Elaine Hurley 

11/17 Sharon Moseley 

11/17 Cheryl Charron 

11/17 Emily Osborn 

11/18 Brayden Triggs 

11/18 Heidi Riker 

11/18 Anne Chandler 

11/18 Deng Kier 

11/19 Mikey McCraw 

11/19 Tom Turner 

11/19 Mitch Decker 

11/19 Abram Hall 

11/19 Jane Stopak 

11/19 Kerry Harlow 

11/20 Cameron Ryba 

11/20 Martha West 

11/20 Layla Mashek 

11/21 Carol Smith 

11/21 Marilyn McLaughlin 

11/21 Kaden Skarda 

11/21 Kurtis Rohn 

11/21 Caitlyn Kadow 

11/21 Jill Sigmund 

11/22 Phillip Rowell 

11/22 Emma Shimonek 

11/22 Helen Johnson 

11/22 Ross Ashbacher 

11/22 Elsa Jo Lundquist 

11/22 Jessica Engelbart 

11/22 CaitlIn Gray 

11/23 David Larson 

11/23 Joel Blasey 

11/24 Gene Hahn 

11/24 Stacy Turner 

11/24 Sherry Harlow 

11/24 Bill Helwig 

11/24 Gregory Borer 

11/25 Joseph Sell 

11/25 Ben Althof 

Happy Birthday! 

11/01 Adam Fjell 

11/01 Joseph Covi 

11/01 Nancy Penny 

11/01 Michael Witkowski 

11/01 Bradley Hermosillo 

11/01 Carl Moran Jr 

11/02 Norma Butts 

11/02 Andrew Bateman 

11/02 Macayla Scarpello 

11/02 Brian Schram 

11/03 Kyler Johnson 

11/03 Lisa Graff 

11/03 Brian Bernhardt 

11/03 William Dreessen 

11/03 Jaxon Walls 

11/03 Carol Brazier 

11/03 Kimberly O'Connell 

11/04 Garrett Laufer 

11/04 Timothy Grafelman 

11/04 Arlis Scanlan 

11/05 Jonathan Lee 

11/05 Marty McLaughlin 

11/05 Debora Heidzig 

11/05 Mark Schenck 

11/06 Jonathan Andersen 

11/07 Cheryl Dunn 

11/07 Andrew Peterson 

11/07 David Bewley 

11/07 Raquel Bewley 

11/07 Izabella McMullen 

11/07 Jolten Andree 

11/07 Thomas Cubbage 

11/08 Diana Roberts 

11/08 Tiffani Laufer 

11/08 Daniel Stawniak 

11/08 Sara Zivny 

11/08 Colby Rohn 

11/08 Lee Taylor 

11/08 Nathan Kotila 

11/08 Riley Zakaras 

11/09 Louise Ramsey 

11/09 Candace Masek 

11/09 Lindsey Decker 

11/10 Michael Cameron 

11/10 Warren Koehler 

11/10 Brooklyn Mussman 

11/10 Thomas Flynn 

11/10 Tessie Childers 

11/10 Danielle Filkins 

11/10 Dale Piper 

11/10 Christopher Griffith 

11/10 Anthony Zakaras 

11/11 Kaleb Ask 

11/11 Makenzie Dyrstad 

11/11 Maria Mills 

11/12 Kyle Muhle 

11/12 Luann Hestermann 

11/12 Kim Kafonek 

11/12 Jennifer Armstrong 

11/12 Matthew Parker 

11/25 Kirk Engelbart 

11/25 Camden Toelle 

11/25 Jonathan Miller 

11/25 David Gorhau 

11/26 Kylie Kruger 

11/26 Lance Hansen 

11/26 Ethan Marz 

11/26 David Boever 

11/27 Amanda Lopez 

11/27 Mike Schneider 

11/27 Nicholas Serwatowski 

11/28 Julie Gladbach 

11/28 Rick Kowalski 

11/29 Marlene Kasza 

11/29 Stanley Haeder 

11/29 Stefon Haeder 

11/29 Lorenzo Bruzzano 

11/29 Bill Schmidt 

11/30 Sharon Van Cleave 

11/30 David Holtzen 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

11/20/1954 Phil & Michele Oman 

11/07/1970 Bill & Kathy Weber 

11/19/1977 Ron & Cathy Brandt 

11/04/1978 Dennis & Kay O'Connell 

11/18/1978 Stan & Lynn Aarhus 

11/28/1981 Steve & Susie Moore 

11/09/1985 Wayne & Rita Nicholson 

11/16/1985 Dan & Mary Stawniak 

11/29/1986 Chuck & Julie Grancer 

11/09/1991 Ken & Nancy Summerfield 

11/03/1992 Dick & Rhonda Rupert 

11/20/1993 Mark & Sonja Wegner 

11/07/1997 Don & Pat Meyer 

11/07/1998 Dave & Denise Boever 

11/09/2000 Ben & Ann Kothe 

11/23/2002 Scott & Sheri Heckens 

11/27/2004 Scott & Angie Rosa 

11/19/2005 Sarah & James Morrison 

11/14/2009 Holly & Scott Smith 

11/30/2010 Michael & Denise Hebert 

Parish Events - November Birthdays & Anniversaries 



 

 

The  

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  

Friday, November 18  

Send all submissions to 

Laura.Mallatt@thanks-giving.org 

 

 

 

 

For Care 

Ministry 

Assistance . . 
 

During Church 

Office Hours: 

Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 

Please call our dedicated 24/7 

voicemail number 402.292.7633 

and leave a message. Rhonda  

Rupert, Care Ministry Coordinator 

will  contact you. 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

November 2: New Member Classes start 

November 5-6: Courageous High School 

Men’s Retreat 

November 6: Club 56 Board Game Night 

November 10-13: Doorway to Discovery   Retreat 

November 11-13: National Donor Sabbath Weekend 

November 16: Orange Impact Family Connect Night 

November 20: Operation Christmas Child boxes are due 

back to the church 

November 21: TLC Blood Drive in the Family Life Center 

November 24 - 25: T!LC Offices closed for Thanksgiving 

November 23-27: All Student Ministry and Children’s Ministry 

activities cancelled due to Thanksgiving   

BAPTISMS 

SYMPATHY 

October 2, 2016 

Nicholas James Spitzer - son of Shawn & Amber 

Spitzer. Sponsors are Nick Hrbek & Tiffany Ressen. 

 

October 9, 2016 

Paisley Ann Isaacson - daughter of Jason and Amy 

Isaacson. Sponsors are Chalo & Sarah Mendez. 

 

October 9, 2016 

Connor Tackett - celebrated the reaffirmation  of 

baptism. Sponsor is Jonathan Miller. 

Marlene Schuttler and family in the death of 

Marlene’s husband, Henry, on September 25, 

2016. 

 

Susan Betchel and family in the death of Susan’s 

mother, Veronica Gibney, on October 9, 2016. 

 

Terry and Ramona Lucas in the death of Terry’s 

sister, Kathy, on October 10, 2016. 

 

Tim and Donna Frederick in the death of       

Donna’s dad, Clyde, on October 24, 2016 

 

WEDDINGS 

Trevor Walters and Kayla Brooks were married on 

October 8, 2016. 

 

Michael Wasley and Megan Stene were married 

on October 15, 2016. 

 

Hartley Tharp Jr. and Jenni Chonis were married 

on October 22, 2016. 

 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: Laura.Mallatt@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Jubilation! Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May….. 

 Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

 Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 

 Youth Sunday School  9:30am 

 Adult Sunday School 9:30am 

 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

 Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

 Orange Impact - Wednesday Nights 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 

Interim Office Manager  Laura Mallatt 

Adult Ministries Director  Janine Wegner 

Connections Director  Aly Vrosh 

Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 

Spiritual Pathways Director Lisa  Zaloudek 

Worship & Music Director  Michael Treachler 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Family & Children’s Ministry Dir. Molly Miller 

Asst. Children’s Ministry Dir. Wendy Lundquist 

Seminarian/Student Ministries Jonathan Miller 

Kidz Church Leaders  Richard Zolnowski/Traci Johnson 

Communications &  Kelly Marz 

Administrative Asst. 

Nursery Director   Katie Wallman 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 

As followers of Christ, our Vision is to Be Like Jesus in every way, by connecting with God,  

with one-another, and with the world. 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Mission is to reach out and gather people into the Family of God, equipping them to be disciples  

of Jesus Christ in our community, nation and world.  
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