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"The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" (which means "God with us").  Matthew 1:23 

 

At Christmas we celebrate God’s greatest gift of love to us, Immanuel, ‘God with us’. Jesus was born over 2000 years ago yet 

He is still with us. The following is one woman’s story of how she encountered God’s love through His people here at T!LC.  

 

My name is Nicole and I got connected with T!LC about 3 years ago when I called the church looking for help. 

I’d reached out for help before, but this was the first time I felt loved and not judged. Rhonda (Care Ministries) 

was a listening ear and I could tell she really cared about me, my children, and what I was going through.  She 

didn’t look down on me for anything I said or for the help I was seeking.   

 

You see, I’d been disconnected from God for some time.  I grew up in the Lutheran tradition but as I             

encountered life’s hardships I turned to drugs and became addicted.  Drugs were my     escape.  I didn’t want 

to feel anything!   Drugs enabled me to be numb. I eventually got sober, yet my life seemed shattered and 

broken beyond repair.  I have been trying to put the pieces back together ever since my first child, McKenzie, 

was born nine years ago. I call her ‘my   guardian angel’, for it was her birth that made me realize I needed to 

get back on the right path so I could be a good role model for her.  

 

I knew that God was guiding me, yet I was still struggling with so many issues it was difficult to focus on anything else. Then    

another crisis hit last August that sent me spiraling further downward.  I began missing a lot of work because of it and the stress 

was causing me to have severe anxiety attacks. Rhonda recommended that I come for Barnabas prayer ministry and,         

because I had grown to trust her, I agreed.     

 

That was a turning point for me!  I now know that I am never alone anymore.  God is with me!  There is love!  I discovered it’s OK 

to feel feelings, even negative feelings like anger and disappointment.  I was able to release that all to God and choose to 

forgive. I feel awesome and am no longer down on myself.  

 

I have reconnected with God and treasure my time with Him each day.  First thing when I get out of bed, I pray.  I get the kids 

up and we all pray together in the morning, before dinner, and before bedtime.  We do devotionals together in the evening.  

When I pray I feel God there listening.  He accepts me, helps me, and guides me.  Prayers are being answered. 

 

My anxiety level has gone from a ‘9’ to a ‘4’ which has enabled me to step out and connect with others at T!LC.  I enrolled my 

three children in Orange on Wednesday nights and they love it!  Every day, Layla my 3 year old asks, “Is it Wednesday yet?”  

She loves “Tina Bobina” and says she tells the best stories and wants to be just like her.  We attended Family night and it was 

awesome!  I met Chase’s teacher, another single mother, and we agreed to attend church together so now I have someone I 

know to sit with.  McKenzie plays basketball at the YMCA and has teammates that also attend Orange.  It’s like T!LC is part of 

our family.   

 

In addition, my company has just approved me to work from home.  This enables me to be 

close to my children, save money, and not have to commute when the roads are bad in the 

winter.  Another answered prayer! 
 

The Bible says, “God works everything together for good for those who love Him and are 

called according to His purposes.” (Romans 8:28)  That’s what He is doing in my life!  He’s   

taking the shattered pieces of my life and putting them back together – just like pieces of a 

puzzle!  Something I was unable to do on my own.  I could only do with the help of God, 

Rhonda, and T!LC Wednesday night! 

 

 



 

 

Pastor’s Page 
The Christmas Season: 

What is the Christmas season all about? 

Does it start the day after Halloween?  Black Friday?  You hear people say, “We had our Christmas at Grandma and Grandpa’s.”  

What does that mean?  Is Christmas the place you open your presents and eat delicious food? 

It is always helpful to go back to the first Christmas.  In Luke 2:1-7, we read about the birth of Jesus to Mary and Joseph.  Our minds 

turn to baby Jesus sleeping in heavenly peace with cows, donkeys, and his mom and dad on either side.  The scene is a wonderful 

vision that fills our hearts with peace and joy.  But, it is worth continuing to read to get the full impact of the story.  In verse 9, it says 

that heaven comes down and that God sends angels to announce the birth.  Where and to whom do they appear?  To shepherds 

in the fields outside the walls of Bethlehem.   

I think this gives us great insight into the heart of God.  Where was Christmas first announced?  Christmas was announced first to 

people who felt far from God. The word of God didn’t go to church. The angel’s announcement of the fulfillment of prophecy 

goes not to the Temple, but to shepherds living in the fields. 

By the time of Jesus, shepherding had become a profession most likely to be filled from the bottom rung of the social ladder, by 

persons who could not find what was regarded as decent work. Society stereotyped shepherds as liars, degenerates, and thieves.  

The Pharisees classed shepherds with tax collectors and prostitutes, persons who were "sinners" by virtue of their vocation.     

What would it look like if that is what characterized this Christmas season?  What if we took the message of Jesus outside the walls 

of the church to those who often felt far from God?  What if we intentionally brought Jesus with us wherever we went?  We could 

be messengers, just like the angels, to the department stores, to our workplace, to sports events, band concerts, to the homeless, 

to the lonely neighbor, to the nursing home, to the bars, and to our family.  We could announce the good news, by serving those 

around us, loving those who God puts in our path, and bringing hope to a despairing world.   

Then on December 24, we can gather to worship the newborn king as the culmination of our Christmas season, not the entirety of 

our celebration.  This will bring glory to God and a greater degree of peace wherever the babe of Bethlehem’s followers            

announce the good news.   

Then we can truly exclaim with the heavenly hosts two thousand and sixteen years ago, “Glory to God in highest heaven,  and 

peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 

God’s blessings, 

Pastor David Witkop 

 

  
 December 4   3:00pm   The Sarpy Serenaders Community Christmas Serenade  

  

 December 10 & 11  All services  Children’s Ministry Christmas Play  

 

 December 17 & 18    All services  Christmas Cantata 

 

 December 18     9:30am   Happy Birthday Jesus! Party in Sunday School 

     6:30pm   Annual Joyful Noise Bell Choir Christmas Carol  

        “Ring and Sing” concert 

 

 December 24   3, 5, 7, 9, 11pm  Christmas Eve Services 

 

 December 25   10:00am  Christmas Day Service 

 

 



 

 

Discipleship Pathways 
Lisa Zaloudek 

Lisa.Zaloudek@thanks-giving.org 

Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! 
 

The Senior Single Sisters of Thanksgiving! will  gather for a time of connection, conversation, and 
fellowship on the second Friday of the month.  All senior single sisters are welcome. 
 
The May gathering will be May 13, 2016, at Lansky’s, 3909 Twin 
Creek Drive, Bellevue, beginning at 11:30.   

 

For any questions you may have, or to RSVP for the May gathering, 
contact Geneva James at 402-292-3912 or at dunwrkng@gmail.com. 

Four Keys to Restoring Your Life examines the four areas of life that keep us from experiencing 

the abundant life that Father God has for us. Family patterns, incorrect thinking, unresolved 

hurts and negative spiritual influences all serve to rob us of the peace and joy that characterize 

the Christian life. Come and explore God’s answers for each of these areas and more. This is a 

Five-Session Seminar meeting in the T!LC  Heritage Sanctuary at the following times: 

Friday, January 20, 2017 from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  Session 1     

Saturday, January 21, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Session  2 & 3 

Saturday, January 28, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Session 4 & 5  

 

The only cost for T!LC participants is for the Restoring the Foundations book by Chester and Betsy Kylstra. This book may 

be purchased from the T!LC office for $35.  Fee for non-T!LC participants is $50 plus purchase of the Restoring the     

Foundations book. 

For registration information visit the God’s Living Stones website at www.godslivingstones.org 

Got Issues??       

God’s Got Solutions!!!! 

Restoring the Foundations  

Issue Focus Ministry 

 

Please contact Lisa Zaloudek if you would like more information about receiving Issue Focus Ministry (IFM) or check 

out RTF Ministry under the Care Ministry tab on the T!LC Web site.  IFM sessions are confidential, scheduled for three 

hours in the T!LC Prayer Chapel, and are led by a team of two trained IFM prayer ministers who are trained in the 

RTF Integrated Approach to Healing.  We would love to come along side you to help you experience the love of 

our Heavenly Father and encounter the healing power of the Holy Spirit in the midst of whatever issue you may be 

facing.  Sessions are open to anyone in the T!LC family at no charge.   Free will offerings are always appreciated 

and go directly to support the ministry. 

Barnabas Prayer Ministry 

At T!LC, we believe in the power and importance of prayer.  If you are in need of physical, 

emotional or spiritual healing, we invite you to consider scheduling a time of prayer with a 

Barnabas Prayer Ministry Team.  A small number (2-3) of trained, compassionate Barnabas 

Ministers will pray with you during a scheduled prayer session to seek breakthrough in the 

area or concern. 

Four Keys to       

Restoring Your Life 

Let Us Pray for You! 

If you are not able to fill out a prayer request or communication card 

during church services there is a  Prayer & Communication box          

located at the Welcome Center in the T!LC Lobby for you to fill out and 

drop in your prayers!  

 

The Prayer & Communication box will be checked daily and your  

prayer requests will be directed to the prayer team. 

mailto:dunwrkng@gmail.com
http://www.godslivingstones.org


 

 

            T!LC Care Ministry 

          Providing Care Ministry for the Whole Person 

                 Spirit ~ Soul ~ Body 

Thank you to everyone 

who participated in    

Operation Christmas 

Child!  T!LC collected 333 

shoeboxes to bless      

children around the world 

with God’s love!  It is   

exciting to be part of 

such a generous and thriving congregation! 

Please continue to pray for the children who will 

receive your gift.   

If you are interested in coordinating Operation 

Christmas Child next year, contact Sarah      

Morrison at Sarah.Morrison@hotmail.com for 

details on this exciting ministry.  Thank you!  

 

 

 

Thank you for all of your support! Due to your  

wonderful generosity, we were able to fill 

enough baskets to support 120 families. 

Thank you so much to all the families who     

donated items from the nursery donation wall. 

We appreciate your generosity and willingness 

to help out the nursery!  

Dear Friends,   

 

After my hip replacement in October,  God sent so many gifts through you 

for which I am thankful: 

  * Nourishing food for strength       * Beautiful cards, inspirational 

  * Prayers of healing     * Friendships through Christ 

  * Laughter and love    * Phone call connections 

  * Help with fall lawn care help 

  * Visits to the hospital and to my home, comforting 

I thank God for His eternal love through His son and for the gift of each of 

you in my life. 

 

In Christ's Love, 

Susan Madden  

Dear T!LC, 

On behalf of the Papillion Police Department, I want to    

extend our gratitude for the wonderful meal provided for our 

department members on October 27,2016. 

 

We appreciate your church members taking the time to  

offer support to the officers who serve our community. The individuals who 

make the choice to serve as law enforcement officers do not do so to     

receive accolades for their own benefit, but to protect and offer assistance 

to those in need. That said, with all of the negative events in the news every 

day, your kind and positive actions mean a great deal to all of us. Thank you 

again for thinking of us. 

 

The Papillion Police Department is dedicated to the care and safety of our 

citizens. We truly appreciate the support we receive from our community. 

 

Sincerely, 

Scott A. Lyons 

Chief of Police 

Care Minister Training!  

Do have a compassionate and empathetic heart? Do you find it meaningful to care for people who are hurting? Have you ever 

been involved in a lay care ministry like Stephen Ministry? Would you consider becoming part of our lay care ministry team at T!LC? 

We want to hear from you!  

We are now moving forward with the process of revitalizing our Care Ministry by recruiting, training, and releasing members of our 

church family to care for people who are discouraged, hurt, or broken by life’s circumstances.  

Applications - Because of the nature of this kind of ministry all applicants will go through an interview and screening process.     

Applications may be found under Care Ministry at www.thanks-giving.org, and should be returned to Rhonda Rupert at           

Rhonda.Rupert@thanks-giving.org by January 1.  

Training – Will take place on seven Wednesday evenings from 6:30pm - 9:30pm. January 11, 18, 25, and February 1, 8, 15, 22, and 

will include a meal.  

Supervision & Continuing Education – Will take place on the 4th Thursday of every month from 7:00pm - 9:00pm. beginning March 

24.  

On a Roll! 

Thank you to everyone who donated toilet  

paper during Orange Impact's October Toilet 

Paper Drive!  The kids 

donated approximately 

200 rolls of toilet paper 

to be delivered to the 

Bellevue Food Pantry!  

 

mailto:sarah.morrison@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

Calling moms, grandmas, aunts! 

 Any woman desiring to pray for children and schools, whether public, private or homeschool, from preschool through college -  

exper ience the joy of  replacing anxiety wi th peace and hope  when you pray scripturally and specifically for your 

child and their school with other moms. 

Praying together provides hope and strength to moms who carry  

heavy burdens for their children. 
 

Join us for an Informational Meeting 
Thursday, January 5 at 7:00pm in the T!LC Heritage Conference Room. For more information, please contact Mary 

Belford at mtbelford@cox.net or to find out more about Moms in Prayer, visit MomsInPrayer.org. 

 

Do you have high cholesterol or high blood pressure? Have members of your family suffered from these ailments? Do you 

have a poor diet? If you answer “yes” to any of these questions, you may want to consider being screened  through the   

services of Life Line Screening. Life Line Screening uses ultrasound technology to view the plaque build up in your carotid  

arteries, the main arteries that carry blood to the brain. Blockages in these arteries are a leading cause of stroke. We are 

pleased to host this Life Line Screening event on January 6, 2017 at Thanksgiving Lutheran Church.  Register for a Wellness 

Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All five 

screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  In order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package 

priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners. 

Dominican Republic Short Term Mission Trip 2017 

 Do you feel a calling to help the poorest of the poor? Have you felt inspired by listening to stories of people whose lives were 

changed by missional work? If so, please consider going on our next mission trip to the Dominican Republic. The trip will be 

late May to early June 2017. We will be partnering with the local ministries that T!LC has an existing partnership with and walk 

alongside of them as they meet the spiritual and physical needs of those in their care. Some ways this may occur include: 

Vacation Bible School type activity with children, prayer walking in the villages,  just spending time with those in need and 

hearing their stories and construction work. In short, this is a ministry of  “ordinary people doing extraordinary things.” 

As you walk alongside the Haitian and Dominican people, you will have the opportunity to learn how they live, what their 

lives are like, and what they do to survive in a beautiful environment with little employment opportunity. 

You will also learn more about your faith, yourself, and the rest of the mission team. 

“To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example,  

that you should follow in his steps.” (1 Peter 2:21,NIV) 

There will be an informational meeting on Tuesday, January 10 at 7:00pm in the Heritage Conference Room. If you are        

remotely interested in the trip, please plan to attend to have questions answered and receive more details including dates 

and estimated costs. For more information or to begin a dialogue, please contact Rob Wegner at robwegs@cox.net. 

           
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
   Haitian children enjoying opportunity to go to school 

Prayer Team 

If you would like to be part of the  

DR trip prayer team, please contact 

Rob Wegner, robwegs@cox.net 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
mailto:robwegs@cox.net


 

 

Blessings Women’s Group: 
A blessing to your day in every way! 

 

Moms of all ages and stages! Join us for a morning filled with Bible study, 

prayer, fellowship, encouragement and friendship! We will begin meet  from 

9:00am - 11:00am in the Heritage Conference Room on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursdays of the month starting in January. We will be studying the book 

Hoodwinked by Karen Ehman this year along with additional  speakers and 

activities. 

 

Childcare is available for infants through preschool in the church nursery. If 

you would   like to know more, please contact Lisa Ferguson at lisa-

kayef2002@yahoo.com or (402) 290-4091. 

Become a “Lunch Lady” 

Join other ladies from T!LC for lunch at a 

local restaurant the 4th Friday of each 

month at 11:30 for good food and        

conversation.  

 

Contact Becki Abdouch at (402) 331-4561 

or abecki@hotmail.com for lunch location 

for the month. *Dates in November and 

December may change due to holiday 

schedules. 

Bellevue Food Pantry Needs - T!LC 

supports the Bellevue Food Pantry and they 

are in need of the following items:  

Tuna   Canned meat  

dried potatoes  canned pasta items 

Rice   stuffing 

large soup  pasta sauce 

Condiments 

 

*We are also in need of most non-perishable food items. 

Adult Education Calendar:  

Sunday morning and Wednesday night 

Sundays @ 9:30am 

January 15 - Pastor’s Forum 

January 22 - Understanding Islam 

January 29 - Understanding Islam 

February 5 - Understanding Islam 

Wednesdays @ 6:30pm 

January 18 - Change the Story Training 

January 25 - Change the Story Training 

February 1 - Change the Story Training 

WARM CLOTHING AND BLANKET DRIVE 

for Salvation Army Night Watch Program 
Collection dates: January 1 - January 31 

 

There will be boxes in the Lobby for your donations. 

 

We are in need of  warm clothing, coats, hoodies, gloves, mittens, socks and 

blankets. Anything that is lightly used and warm for those who Omaha's        

extreme winter cold can be deadly to.   

 

From the first Monday in December to the last Saturday in February, the      

mobile unit travels to where people in need congregate. It delivers hot meals 

and warm clothing and blankets. Fixed locations allow The Salvation Army to 

feed people seeking help and to talk to them about additional services and 

provide spiritual counseling.  

Thank you for your generosity to this important outreach to our community. 
Questions: call Kathy or Johann Onnen (402) 593-1407 

Christmas in North ‘O’ 

Remember to bring your 

wrapped gi f t s  for  the  

“Christmas in North O” tree to 

place in the box in the lobby by 

December 5. 

Contact: Connie Barnhart at             

cbarnhart7@cox.net for more             

information on this opportunity. 

mailto:lisakayef2002@yahoo.com
mailto:lisakayef2002@yahoo.com
mailto:abecki@hotmail.com
mailto:cbarnhart7@cox.net


 

 

Orange Impact on Wednesday Nights will be launching a water project fundraiser for November/December to 

raise money for  people who don’t have access to safe water. Did you know nearly half of households in the   

Phillippines don’t have access to safe drinking water?? But we can make a difference. For every $79 we raise, 

Compassion International will provide a family with a special filter bucket and one million gallons of safe water! 

Join with us to help every kid stay healthy and ready to learn through access to safe water and proper hygiene. SAFE WATER SAVES 

LIVES. READY. . .SET. . .H2GO! 

Upcoming dates for Orange Impact: 

December 21 - January 4: No Orange Impact, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

January 11: Orange Impact resumes with a Drive-in movie night. Bring a decorated box from home to sit in and watch the movie! 

Popcorn provided 

     Orange Impact             5th & 6th Grade Students            7th & 8th grade Students                9th-12th Grade Students 

               Wendy Lundquist         Molly Miller                Pastor David Witkop          Jonathan Miller 

Wendy.Lundquist@thanks-giving.org    Molly.Miller@thanks-giving.org     PastorDavid@thanks-giving.org         Jon.Miller@thanks-giving.org 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/club56/ 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/junior-high/ 

Don’t forget to register and fill out a new health form for the 2016-2017 year:  

http://www.thanks-giving.org/senior-high/ 

December dates: 

December 14: Jr High Christmas Party at the Siena Francis House 

December 21 - January 4: No Jr. High LIVE 

January 11: Jr. High LIVE resumes 

Upcoming Dates for Club 56: 

December 4: Christmas Party - 2:00pm - 4:00pm in the Youth 

Room 

December 25: No Sunday School, Merry Christmas!  

January 1: No Sunday School, Happy New Year!  

January 8: No Sunday School  

January 15: Sunday School Resumes!  

 

Upcoming Dates for Children’s Ministry:                                     

December 11: Children’s Ministry Christmas Play.  (All Pre-K-4 

Grade are invited to join us at the 5:30pm, 8:15am, 9:30am, 

and/or 11:00am service to sing Away in a Manger, Silent Night, 

and Joy to the World.)                                                                    

December 18: Happy Birthday, Jesus! Party in Sunday School at 

9:30am                                                                                              

December 25 - January 8: No Sunday School, Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year!                                                                

January 15: Sunday School resumes 

High School Young Women’s Retreat 

Our desire is to help you understand what it means to be Cherished in the eyes of your Heavenly Father and discern how this 

will impact every aspect of who you are and your personal relationships.  

Dates: Friday, January 27 (leaving church at 6:30pm) through Saturday, January 28 (return to church about 8:00pm) 

Where: Camp Carol Holling in Ashland, NE 

Cost: $69.00  (Registration Deadline: January 12) 
 

Please contact Lisa Witkop for further information  

(402) 290-1451 or Lisa.Witkop@thanks-giving.org 

http://www.thanks-giving.org/club56/
http://www.thanks-giving.org/junior-high/
http://www.thanks-giving.org/senior-high/
mailto:lisa.witkop@thanks-giving.org


 

 

The T!LC Library Corner 
December 2016 - Merry Christmas! 

We are coming to the end of another year the LORD has given us and in doing so we are celebrating Advent and the birth of  

Jesus. The library and book cart have many books, CD’s and DVD’s to help you celebrate the season as well as recently shelved 

new Devotionals that will be a good way to kick off the New Year walking hand in hand with our LORD. 

The library should be at the top of your list as “free entertainment” for you and your family. Start a  tradition of reading together in 

the evening with the tree sparkling in the background. 

 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS ARE FEATURED BELOW: 

My Very First Devotional Bible: Taken from the New International Reader’s Version for children  

Growing and Learning Day by Day: by Betty Free; “Single childlike language, colorful illustrations and 

age appropriate themes make Bible truths understandable to your child.”  

Devotions for Families that Can’t Sit Still by Carolyn Williford; “At last a book of complete  

family meeting ideas that can involve you and your school age children in an exciting 

time of relationship-building and spiritual growth.” 

Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon; “A contemporary version of a  

devotional classic based on the NIV version.” 

A Gentle Spirit by a collection of authors we have come to know and love 

God’s Little Devotional Book for Parents “Hear what other parents have to say as  

 you read this collection of stories and anecdotes from everyday life, coupled with  

wisdom from the best of all parenting handbooks, God’s Word!” 

 

This wraps up another year from “The Library Corner”.  I want to express my appreciation to  

all who have donated time and items to the library. Once again you have made our library 

 a huge success.  God’s peace and blessings to you this Christmas season and a Happy  

New Year!  

Vicki D 

 

What’s New in 

the Library? 

        The Cost of Christmas  

The Christmas season is the most            

expensive time of the year. 25% of all   

personal spending in the United States 

occurs during the holiday shopping      

season, beginning on the day after 

Thanksgiving and going through        

Christmas. 

A 2010 Time article reported that in        

December of that year, 13.6 million     

Americans were still paying off debts from 

Christmas shopping the previous year! 

Time went on to list several reasons that 

2010 saw the lowest usage of credit cards 

in 27 years, based on information from    

TransUnion credit reporting agency. Sadly, 

that trend reversed the following year,  

according to an article on the Washington 

Post website. 

ABC News reports consumer counseling 

agencies see a 25% rise in the number of 

people seeking help in January and     

February, mostly driven by holiday bills. 

And no wonder: DailyFinance.com        

reported in 2013 that 57 percent of       

parents indicated that they were going to 

take on debt to buy gifts for their kids. 

Christmas gifts are easily the most          

expensive part of Christmas for most  

Americans, but these are not the only    

expenses we need to be ready for. Travel, 

entertaining, food, events – the list can be 

daunting. More importantly, while we may 

think to budget for gift-giving, many will 

not think of the other expenses that come 

with the season. 

Giving is an outward expression of our love 

but we need to balance this carefully so 

that we don’t over spend and jeopardize 

our financial health much in the same way 

we jeopardize our physical health by   

overeating.  

http://business.time.com/2010/12/10/the-christmas-without-credit-cards/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/shoppers-return-to-credit-to-pay-for-holidays/2011/12/22/gIQAc0NnKP_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/shoppers-return-to-credit-to-pay-for-holidays/2011/12/22/gIQAc0NnKP_story.html
http://abcnews.go.com/Business/story?id=88539
http://www.dailyfinance.com/2013/12/13/2013-holiday-shopping-season-10-surprising-statistics/


 

 

UPDATE from T!LC’s Operations Manager, Harold Carlson 
Any Questions or Comments about the information below can be directed to  

Harold Carlson:  Harold.Carlson@thanks-giving.org 

Preparing for the Future 

This is the name of our new capital     

campaign that began in May of this year 

and the goal is to position T!LC to be debt 

free and financially strong by April of 2019 

so that we will be ready for what God 

might be preparing for our congregation 

in the future. We received 203 estimates 

of giving and $1,217,281 has been 

pledged and as of October 31, 2016 we 

have received $345,198.32 (28% of the 

estimates of giving) in contributions. Thank 

you to for your faithful financial support. 

 

2017 Stewardship Emphasis 

Thank you to everyone who has returned 

an estimate of giving card indicating your 

financial support of our vision of             

discipleship for 2017.  Contributions to       

T!LC’s general operating fund support a 

number of ministries that are Transforming 

Lives in Christ.  If you have not yet returned 

an estimate of giving card please        

consider setting aside time to be in       

earnest prayer to discern how God is   

calling each of us to be in Covenant   

relationship to build the Kingdom and 

then return your estimate of giving in the 

offering plate, drop it off at the church 

office, or mail it back to the church.    

Consider stepping out in faith and        

increasing your contributions by 1% of your 

household income and if you are already 

tithing (10% of your household income) 

consider stepping out in faith beyond the 

tithe. 

 

Christmas Eve Offering 

As a reminder to all of us that Joseph and 

Mary were in need of shelter that first 

Christmas night, all of the contributions 

received during Christmas Eve services will 

be split between the Open Door Mission 

and the T!LC Emergency Fund to support 

individuals and families in need of shelter 

in our local community. 

 

2016 Year End Contributions 

If your financial plans for 2016 include tax 

deductible contributions to T!LC, the last 

day we can process these contributions is 

Thursday, December 29 or if mailed must 

be post marked no later than December 

31, 2016 to comply with IRS regulations.  

The church office will be closed Friday, 

December 30 and Monday, January 2. 

Contributions received after these dates 

will be reflected in your 2017 contribution 

statement. 

 

2017 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2017 will again be 

sent to our Covenant/Kingdom partners 

via the U.S. Postal Service the last week of 

December 2016.  

 

Simply Giving 

Did you know that T!LC has the ability to 

receive electronic funds transfers (EFT) 

through a program called Simply Giving?  

Simply Giving is a safe and reliable      

electronic funds transfer program. To   

e n r o l l  g o  t o  o u r  w e b s i t e            

(www.thanks-giving.org) and click on 

“Give” at the top right hand corner at the 

top of the home page. You can also   

contact our Simply Giving Coordinator, 

Harold Carlson at the church office for 

more information about the Simply Giving 

program. 

 

If you participate in the Simply Giving   

automated contribution system and 

would like to make a change in your   

contribution; you may either make the 

change on your own by logging into your 

personal account that you set up or by 

filling out a Simply Giving form and       

returning it to Harold Carlson at the 

church. Forms are available on the    

reading rack outside of the Heritage  

sanctuary or can be downloaded from 

the T!LC website. 

 

Automobile Donation Needed 

Do you or someone that you know, have 

a reliable automobile that could be     

donate to T!LC?  We continue to receive 

requests from families in need of reliable 

transportation.  Please contact Harold 

Carlson at the church office for more   

information. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or 

concerns please feel free to e-mail me at 

Harold.Carlson@thanks-giving.org, call me 

at the church or stop by my office.     

Line Item October October YTD YTD Line Item October October YTD YTD
Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Estimates of Giving 105,850.26 112,368.00 1,098,766.95 1,021,587.00 Facility/Operations 57,738.93 33,582.00 447,302.49 342,149.00

Non-pledged Giving 39,763.50 31,873.00 392,831.09 356,105.00 Ministry 75,096.97 70,163.00 513,811.28 501,100.00

Other Revenue 28,133.90 39,506.00 228,330.31 248,486.00 Personnel 72,872.20 83,178.00 725,254.99 785,871.00

Ministry Challenge 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

From Savings Acct. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Income 173,747.66 183,747.00 1,719,928.35 1,626,178.00 Total Expense 205,708.10 186,923.00 1,686,368.76 1,629,120.00

Income Expense

General Fund - October 2016

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church

Care Ministry: Emergency Fund 
 

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church Emergency Fund has been established to offer God’s love and hope to individuals and families in 

times of crisis similar to the situation that Nicole was willing to share with us in her testimony in our newsletter this month.   

 

Each year half of the offering that is received at Christmas Eve services is deposited into the T!LC Emergency Fund. The Emergency 

Fund provides financial assistance to individuals and/or families in crisis with expenses such as rental assistance and payment to 

utility companies to keep heat/lights from being shut off.  We are committed to being good stewards of these funds, utilizing them 

in such a way that will honor God, and be a “hand-up” to those who find themselves in crisis with no other source of assistance to 

fill in the gap.  



 

 

 

 

T!LC Congregation Council Report 
Carol Umberger - Council President 

Carol.Umberger@thanks-giving.org 

Council Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November begins the busy 

holiday season but despite 

that, the council has taken on 

additional work in the form of 

the s t ra tegic  p lann ing           

initiatives from our October 

retreat. We will meet 5 or 6 

times between now and     

January 19, when our mentor 

returns to prepare us for the 

next steps. Many of these 

meetings are in addition to 

regular council meetings. Our 

facilitator/mentor is walking us 

through a step-by-step process 

o f  se t t i ng  go a l s  and              

developing a detailed plan to 

achieve them. Sounds pretty 

basic, but in an organization 

the size of T!LC there are many 

f a c t o r s  t o  t a k e  i n t o                

consideration.  

 

In Chapter 11 of “High Impact 

Church Boards” by TJ           

Addington, the author states 

that one of the most frustrating 

aspects of church leadership is 

the tendency of boards to 

deal with minutia and present-

day details rather than the truly 

significant issues that drive    

ministry forward. Leaders need 

to understand how to           

distinguish between “big 

rocks” (those issues that       

significantly drive ministry     

forward) and pebbles or sand 

(issues that can be delegated 

to others). If boards properly 

distinguish between the big 

issues they must deal with and 

the smaller issues that can be 

delegated, they can grow in 

their ability to lead into the  

future rather than simply    

manage the status quo.  

Big rocks are: 

• Values 

•  Mission 

• Vision 

• Ministry Initiatives 

• Oversight over spiritual 

p o w e r ,  t e a c h i n g ,            

p r o t e c t i n g ,  c a r e ,       

equipping and leading 

• Policies to guide ministries 

• Steps we take to insure 

church health 

 

What characterizes big rocks is 

that they affect the whole 

church, have to do with the 

spi r i tual health of the            

organization, and are more 

related to how we can do  

ministry more effectively (future 

focused) than they are to day-

to-day management. 

 

Pebbles and sand are: 

• Day-to-day management    

issues 

• Staff management 

• Development of specific 

ministry plans or strategies 

• Details of church life that 

can be delegated to others 

 

Our initiative process is meant 

to teach us how to lift the big 

rocks and ignore the pebbles.  

 

In other business, council     

affirmed the staff’s decision to 

join Within Reach, a city-wide 

ministry for reaching the lost. As 

this ties in with our missional 

focus, we look forward to  

working with staff to take full 

advantage of the opportunities 

this ministry will bring to T!LC. 

 

Council decided that our   

continuing resolution for the 

nominating committee needs 

to be rewritten so that the  

president of the council is a 

member. In the meantime, we 

agreed that the president 

should be on the committee 

this year in view of all that is 

transpiring in council. 

 

Finally, we discussed the      

possibi l i ty of having a            

non-council member as a   

recording secretary. I brought 

this forward because no matter 

who is secretary - if they are 

concentrating on capturing 

information for the  minutes, 

they can’t fully participate in 

discussions. We decided this 

was worth looking into and we 

will take it up again next 

month. 

 

Join us on December 15 and 

remember that starting in    

January, we will begin meeting 

on the 4th Thursday of the 

month. If you have an item for 

discussion, you can send it to 

me or Pastor Glenn a week 

before the meeting for possible 

inclusion on the agenda.     

Remember, only big rocks!  

 

Merry Christmas! 

Carol Umberger 

T!LC Council President 

The 2016 Nominating Committee will be seeking names of potential candidates to serve a 

three-year term on the Congregation Council, and   also names of potential candidates 

to serve a one-year term on the 2017 Nominating Committee. We are looking for people 

of faith who love and follow the Lord and who love T!LC. In addition, we are looking for 

individuals for the Congregation Council who have an interest in and gifting for Spirit-led 

strategic planning. You may pass your own name or the names of other persons to the 

2016 Nominating Committee; Pat Meyer -  plm_tlc_tmi@windstream.net; Johann Onnen - 

bagiwid@msn.com; Hugh Finerty - hughpf3@gmail.com; and Pastor Glenn -                    

PastorGlenn@thanks-giving.org. 



 

 

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 

QUESTIONS OR NEED A REPLACEMENT?  PLEASE CALL ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Alter Guild: Karla Koval—712-323-4559 

Usher Director: Kirk Engelbart 402-292-6249 

Usher Captains: (5:30)  Steve Tyler 402-291-7192 

   (8:15) Tom Riggs 402-292-3653 

   (9:30) Terry Wilson 402-215-5135  

   (11:00) Craig Christians  402-658-9647 

DECEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Heritage (Traditional) Worship: Sun 8:15am  Jubilation! (Contemporary) Worship: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 9:30 & 11:00am 

Time                 Worship Assistant Team         Ushers All of December 

December 3 & 4 - Holy Communion 

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  5:30pm Johann Onnen, Steve Tyler 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 3 Diane Heying & Tami Maxwell 8:15am Charlie Daubs, Gary Baumert, 

            Allen Furby, Eddie Haer 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 4 Deb Brandt   9:30am   Dan Harringa, Terry Morgan, 

              Nora Wright, Steve Wright 

           11:00am Rob & Dawn Liberty,              

              Bill Moses, Kevin McArthur
            

December 10 & 11 

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team 

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 1 Molly & Gary Baumert 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 5 Kate Bischoff 

December 17 & 18 -  Holy Communion  

5:30pm Jubilation Service    Saturday Night Worship Team  

 

8:15am  Heritage Service   Team 2 Shelly Haer & Melissa Polson 

 

9:30am & 11:00am Jubilation Services  Team 1 Pam Engelbart & Sue Hoogeveen 

December 24 & 25 

 

Christmas Eve Services     Special Services -  sign up to serve 

 

Christmas Day - 10:00 am   Family - led service 



 

 

12/12 Zachary Jeppesen 

12/12 Brad Thrasher 

12/12 Natalie Strohmyer 

12/13 Mike Johnson 

12/13 Justin Laabs 

12/13 Brian Neemann 

12/14 Glenn Harless 

12/14 Katrina Nicholson 

12/14 Brandon Clark 

12/15 Aaron Maxwell 

12/15 Shelly Haer 

12/15 Lillith Peterson 

12/15 Erik Holo 

12/15 Dalan Hardester 

12/15 Jared Saggau 

12/15 Madison Saggau 

12/15 Derrin Hansen 

12/15 Ava Boyce 

12/15 Maddie Lodes 

12/15 Geoff Sager 

12/16 Daniel Zaloudek 

12/16 Donna Gilbert 

12/16 Matt Waszak 

12/16 Benjamin Foutch 

12/18 Shane Conley 

12/18 Dennis Lutterman 

12/18 Abigail Nielsen 

12/18 Barb Johnson 

12/18 Caitlyn Camp 

12/18 Natasha Bagnall 

12/18 Andrew Beckham 

12/19 SJ Harless 

12/19 Sharon Hofman 

12/19 Taylor Gilfillan 

12/19 Skyler Towne 

12/19 Renee Hardester 

12/19 Craig Patzer 

12/19 Kennneth Eakins 

12/20 Ethel Urbain 

12/20 Roger Gemar 

12/20 Douglas McAcy 

12/21 Tom Riggs 

12/21 P.J. Cubbage 

12/21 Sherry Kalk 

12/21 Trisha Davidson 

12/21 Marsha Culbertson 

12/21 Ginny Dyess 

12/22 Lauren Johnson 

12/22 Karen Roe 

12/22 Holly Scarpello 

12/22 Colleen Griffith 

12/22 Yonjong Choi 

12/22 Jamie Nichols 

12/23 Caden Turner 

12/23 Marian Shimonek 

12/23 Keith Balaberda 

12/23 Chuck Grancer 

12/23 Steven Schlange 

12/23 Gerald Gaule 

12/23 Chad Ballain 

12/23 Aiden Riker 

Happy Birthday! 

12/01 Frank Mitchell 

12/01 Jared Graff 

12/01 Justin Brandt 

12/01 Rhonda Rupert 

12/01 Katie Wallman 

12/01 Thomas Camp 

12/01 Emily Zakaras 

12/02 Blake Smith 

12/02 John Skarda 

12/02 Jessica Ackerman 

12/02 Nakayla Fabry 

12/03 Vivian Peterson 

12/03 Mitchell Gettman 

12/03 David Witkop 

12/03 Mitchell Creamer 

12/03 Gary Findlay 

12/03 Amy Nelson 

12/03 Rosella Pavel 

12/03 Joshua Jackson 

12/03 Sara Pedersen 

12/04 Ronald Brandt 

12/04 Nicholas Moeser 

12/04 TJ Simmons 

12/04 Jill Irwin 

12/04 Annaliesa Schneider 

12/04 Andrew Riker 

12/04 Trevor Borer 

12/05 Jonathan Paz 

12/05 Matthew Dreessen 

12/05 Matthew Goetz 

12/05 Holly Smith 

12/06 Richard Wells 

12/06 Brett Homme 

12/06 Regina Foutch 

12/07 Debra Kruger 

12/07 James Hurley 

12/07 Jennifer Flegle 

12/07 Candice Peterson 

12/07 Mark Wegner 

12/07 Rama Lalljie 

12/08 Nick Stankus 

12/08 Burnell Mussman 

12/08 Joshua Ryan 

12/08 Jan Elliott 

12/08 Leah Braunschweiler 

12/08 Jack Wegner 

12/08 Lynn Muller 

12/09 Robert Schroder 

12/09 Dick Rupert 

12/09 Daniel James 

12/09 Brianna Pinquoch 

12/09 Kim Kostrunek 

12/10 Beth Dyrstad 

12/10 Cheryl Lienemann 

12/11 Caleb Lee 

12/11 Tracy Townsend 

12/11 Anthony Belford 

12/11 Chrystal Frey 

12/11 Payton Willrich 

12/11 Matt Koth 

12/12 Karli Green 

12/23 Audrey Heidenescher 

12/24 Cheri Peoples 

12/24 Aaron Woodard 

12/24 Tracey Ackerman 

12/25 Emmanuel Akol 

12/25 Connie Barnhart 

12/25 Scott Pfender 

12/25 Suzanne Patterson 

12/25 Sean Needham 

12/26 Lois Hansen 

12/26 Ingrid Furby 

12/26 Maurice Schriever 

12/27 Marie Covi 

12/27 Brittany Kalk 

12/27 Jill Tyler 

12/27 Mary Hebert 

12/28 Kailey Conley 

12/28 Elsa Dawson 

12/28 Angie Osborn 

12/28 Diane Lansman 

12/28 Corinne Schmitz 

12/28 Jason Mashek 

12/28 Brent Jensen 

12/29 Todd Smith 

12/29 Peggy Harlow 

12/29 Michael Ask 

12/29 Susan Betchel 

12/29 Alissa Hinz 

12/29 Kathryn Biermann 

12/29 Maddox Lewis 

12/30 Jeffrey Creamer 

12/30 Kaitlin Musch 

12/31 Amelia Kerstetter 

12/31 Tami Koeppen 

12/31 Rhonda Wiebers 

12/31 Patrice Andersen 

12/31 William Raymond 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

12/23/1951 Ted & Jean Pryor 

12/27/1964 Norman & Rosella Pavel 

12/27/1969 Tom & Linda Pauley 

12/12/1970 Joe & Pam Gershon 

12/18/1970 Mike & Eunice Niebaum 

12/26/1971 Allan & Sharon Schur 

12/06/1975 David & P.J. Cubbage 

12/27/1981 Duane & Robin Wyatt 

12/28/1985 Von & Tracy Townsend 

12/20/1986 Jeff & Lisa Strohmyer 

12/27/1986 Rob & Ruth Schindler 

12/31/1987 Don & Nancy Smith 

12/31/1987 Hugh & Loeatice Finerty 

12/31/1988 Phil & Maria Smith 

12/08/1990 Angela & Steve Hansen 

12/29/1990 Scott & Lorna Cassell 

12/05/1992 Shawn & Beverly Dawson 

12/15/1994 David & Sonia Bewley 

12/17/1994 Darin & Michelle Catterson 

12/29/1995 Larry & Janelle Walls 

12/30/1995 Al & Terry Dinkins 

12/21/1996 Scott & Lisa Vance 

Parish Events - December Birthdays & Anniversaries 
12/31/1999 John &  Alison Toman 

12/30/2000 John & Cassie Leaders 

12/30/2000 Ben & Lisa Kadow 

12/29/2001 David & Lisa Witkop 

12/07/2002 Aaron & Jessica Woodard 

12/18/2004 Roger & Carole Davick 

12/29/2004 Alan & Jeanne Zamiska 

12/10/2005 Zach & Rebecca McIntyre 



 

 

The  

Newsletter  

Deadline is:  

Friday, December 16  

Send all submissions to 

Laura.Mallatt@thanks-giving.org 

For Care 

Ministry 

Assistance . . 
 

During Church 

Office Hours: 

Please call 402.292.2695 
All Other Times: 

Please call our dedicated 24/7 

voicemail number 402.292.7633 

and leave a message. Rhonda  

Rupert, Care Ministry Coordinator 

will  contact you. 

 Dates to Remember: 
December 4: Sarpy Serenaders 

December 4: Christmas in North “O”        

presents due in the lobby 

December 10 & 11: Children’s Ministry   Christmas Play 

December 17 & 18: Christmas Cantata 

December 18: Joyful Noise Bell Choir “Ring and Sing” 

December 21 - January 11: No Children’s or Student Ministry 

activities scheduled 

December 24: Christmas Eve Services (3, 5, 7, 9, & 11pm) 

December 25: Christmas Day Service (10:00am) 

December 26: T!LC Offices Closed 

January 1: Care Minister Applications due to Rhonda  

January 2: T!LC Offices Closed 

BAPTISMS 

SYMPATHY 

November 5, 2016 

Reagan Jo Benak - daughter of Timothy and Katie 

Benak.  Sponsors are Bryan Brutlag. 

 

November 20, 2016 

William Tyryn Brewer, Darrell Scott James, & Amyiah 

Simone James - Children of Meghan Brewer. Sponsors 

are Gary & Rosa Crook. 

 

November 26, 2016 

Baylee Grace Woodard - Daughter of Aaron &       

Jessica Woodard. Sponsors are Dustin & Michelle 

Langley. 

 

November 27, 2016 

Elon Joseph Clark - Son of Abram & Teresa Clark. 

Sponsors are Sam & Lindsay Clark and Caleb &     

Amber Clark. 

Laurie & Dale Piper in the death of Laurie’s  

mother, Nadyne, on November 11, 2016. 

 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday-Friday  - 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 402.292.2695 

Fax: 402.292.0248 

E-mail: Laura.Mallatt@thanks-giving.org 

Website: www.thanks-giving.org 

Care Ministry:  402-292.7633 

T!LC Preschool: 402.292.0315 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Jubilation! Service 

Sunday: 8:15 a.m. Heritage Services 

 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Jubilation! Services 

Nursery Available for All Services 

Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Weekends 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

September through May….. 

 Saturday Night Kidz Church (during 5:30 Worship) 

 Children’s Sunday School  9:30am 

 Youth Sunday School  9:30am 

 Adult Sunday School 9:30am 

 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 

 Numerous Weekly Senior High Youth and Adult Small 

Group Bible Studies 

 Orange Impact - Wednesday Nights 

T!LC STAFF 

Pastors:   

   Rev. Glenn J. Harless, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. David S. Witkop, Executive Pastor 

Operations Manager  Harold Carlson 

Facility Manager  Ambrose Heying 

Interim Office Manager  Laura Mallatt 

Adult Ministries Director  Janine Wegner 

Connections Director  Aly Vrosh 

Care Ministries Coordinator Rhonda Rupert 

Spiritual Pathways Director Lisa  Zaloudek 

Worship & Music Director  Michael Treachler 

Handbell Choir Director  Liane Kirmis 

Preschool Director  Dana Crosgrove 

Family & Children’s Ministry Dir. Molly Miller 

Asst. Children’s Ministry Dir. Wendy Lundquist 

Seminarian/Student Ministries Jonathan Miller 

Kidz Church Leaders  Kaite Kotila/Traci Johnson 

Communications &  Kelly Marz 

Administrative Asst. 

Nursery Director   Katie Wallman 

Kids of the King Director  Ryan Cinfel 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 

As followers of Christ, our Vision is to Be Like Jesus in every way, by connecting with God,  

with one-another, and with the world. 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Mission is to reach out and gather people into the Family of God, equipping them to be disciples  

of Jesus Christ in our community, nation and world.  
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