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F
ive-hundred years ago on October 31, 1517, Martin 

Luther – a young Catholic priest – nailed his Ninety-

Five Theses to the doors of All Saints’ Church in 

Wittenberg, Germany. It is the event and date 

used by historians to mark the beginning of the Protestant 

Reformation. 

Although Luther’s intention was to call for academic debate 

and reform regarding the Church’s spiritually abusive 

practice at the time of selling indulgences, the Theses 

– thanks to the Guttenberg printing press – were soon 

distributed throughout Germany and Europe, sparking a 

broader controversy and debate which ultimately led to 

the Reformation and its great theological breakthroughs 

known as the Five Solas. 

Sola is a Latin word that means alone. What Luther and 

the other reformers did was to rediscover and reclaim the 

Five Solas at the heart of the Gospel – that we are saved by 

Grace Alone, through Faith Alone, in Christ Alone, that our 

highest authority in matters of life and faith is God’s Word 

Alone, and that in all of these we are called to give Glory to 

God Alone. All Five Solas, therefore, point us to God alone 

and to the saving work of His Son, Christ Jesus, in whom our 

salvation and hope alone depends! 

Furthermore, when Luther translated the bible from Latin 

into German, common ordinary people could, for the first 

time, read the scriptures in their own language and see for 

themselves the wonderful liberating message of the Gospel! 

There in the scriptures alone, they too discovered – like the 

reformers – that their relationship with God could not be 

earned, merited or purchased by human effort – but rather 

was fully accomplished by the finished work of Christ alone, 

and was received as a free gift by grace through faith alone 

(Ephesians 2:8-9). How could they respond, but by giving 

God alone the glory! 

After five-hundred years, the Five Solas continue to ground 

all followers of Christ in the good news of the Gospel, which 

connects us to God through a personal relationship with 

Jesus!   

Connecting 
With God
B Y  P A S T O R  G L E N N  H A R L E S S

Welcome to the new  
Thanksgiving newsletter!
This has been created to allow you to discover the many ways that God is working 

in and through the lives of people at Thanksgiving. We hope that their stories 

inspire you to go deeper with God and to explore the ministries and connections 

that God is calling you into at Thanksgiving and in your community.

Reformation 500
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Reformation 
Weekend
O C T O B E R  2 8  &  2 9

Rev. Johann and Sonja Hinderlie return to 

Thanksgiving to perform their one-act play, “The 

Luthers” at all of our services the weekend of  

October 28 & 29

Preaching Series: The Five Solas
The weekends of November 5, 12 and 19 we will 

rediscover the unique insights of the Five Solas, and 

how each point us to the love and mercy of God 

through Jesus Christ.

Children’s Events

Silent Retreat
N O V E M B E R  9 - 1 2

Thanksgiving DNA Class
O C T O B E R  4

Kindergarten Bible 
Class 
S E P T  2 4 ,  1 1 A M - N O O N 

Lower Level Gathering 

Room 

Club 56 Retreat 
O C T  2 7 - 2 8 

Rivercrest Bible Camp 

First Grade Lord’s 
Prayer Class 
O C T  2 2 ,  1 1 A M - 1 2 : 3 0 P M

Lower Level Gathering 

Room

Would you like to develop a deeper understanding 

of the Thanksgiving DNA? Join us for 5 weeks 

Wednesdays beginning October 4, 6-7:30pm. Pastor 

Glenn will share his passion about Covenant and 

Kingdom principles being at the heart of all that we 

do. This class is for anyone at Thanksgiving who wants 

to understand more deeply the Biblical core of who 

we are. Childcare provided through Orange Impact. 

Register at: thanksgiving.church

Experience a guided silent retreat with Pastor Bruce 

Kotila at the beautiful and peaceful St. Benedict 

Center in Schuyler, Nebraska on November 9-12. The 

first session begins Thursday, 7:30pm. The cost of the 

retreat is $250 per person.  For more information and 

to register, go to www.godslivingstones.org and 

select “silent retreat” on the menu or you can email: 

bruce.kotila@gmail.com

E V E N T S
For more information on events, please contact 

laura.mallatt@thanksgiving.church.

Next Gen Events

Dare 2 Share Live
S E P T  2 3 ,  1 1 A M -
6 : 3 0 P M 

Doors open at 10am. 

Family Life Center 

Jr High Fall Retreat 
O C T  2 7 - 2 8 , 

Aurora, Nebraska

 Senior High Live 
O C T  4 ,  6 : 3 0 P M

Youth Room

CONTACT: Molly Miller  

molly.miller@thanksgiving.church
CONTACT: Pastor Billy  

pastorbilly@thanksgiving.church
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Bart and Maria’s Story

B
art and Maria both had been active at 

Thanksgiving when they were in high school and 

had a lot of friendships at the church. However, 

as their fear that “there is something wrong with 

us” grew, so did their isolation and they found it more and 

more difficult to connect at church at all. 

Although they began to isolate, their lifelong friends began 

to reach out. They would receive frequent invitations to a 

Life Group that met on Wednesday nights at the church. 

The invitations were persistent and let them know that their 

young son was welcome to attend the group or they could 

use the church nursery for care. 

After multiple invitations, they decided to check out Nick 

and Robin Greiner’s Life Group. What they found there 

surprised them—everyone there was going through the 

same struggles that they were.

Connecting 
With Others

LIFE GROUPS

AFTER BECOMING NEW PARENTS, IT BECAME INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT 

FOR BART AND MARIA ALBAN TO CONNECT WITH PEOPLE. THEY FELT A 

BIT OVERWHELMED BY THE REALITIES OF PARENTING AND BEGAN TO 

QUESTION IF THERE WAS SOMETHING WRONG WITH THEM.

B Y  J A N I N E  W E G N E R
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In this group, Maria found people who were in the same 

stage of life, having the same struggles but who also  

had similar interests and similar parenting philosophies.  

“It was like coming home. Now, we do things together  

as families, we serve together, we pray together, we 

encourage each other.”

Bart said that being in the group helped him to understand 

it is okay tell people that you struggle with things. “By 

sharing my own struggles with our group,” he stated, 

“I began to have people who could give me a godly 

perspective on my troubles and pray for me and with me. 

Connecting in a meaningful way with my Life Group helped 

me to understand that I can depend on God for everything 

that I need.”

As young parents, the members of the Greiner Life Group 

look for opportunities to spend time together outside of 

group both as families and couples. Last year, for example, 

they did a study on the book The Case for Christ. When the 

movie came to Twin Creek Theaters, the adults went as a 

group to see it and have a large group date night.

They also find ways to serve the community while including 

their children (which are all preschool age or younger). At 

Halloween-time last year, they went to a local nursing home 

with kids in tow and dressed in costume and sat with the 

residents and made Halloween crafts together.

They go to baseball games together, do birthday parties, 

family celebrations—they just simply do life together. When 

asked about encouraging others to join a Life Group, Maria 

encouraged, “Overcome your fears and just do it. There 

are greater rewards than the worry about trying to fit it 

into your schedule.” Bart added, “What do you have to lose 

outside of an hour and a half?”

God met Bart and Maria in a Life Group and showed them 

that they are not alone. Is it possible that God could meet 

you in a similar way?

FRIENDLY CHALLENGE:
How are you doing at inviting others into your 

group? Whose story can you change?

If you would like more  
information about joining  

a Life Group...

Please contact janine.wegner@thanksgiving.church or 

go to tlconnect.church to see a list of current groups.
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I
f there is one thing I learned while on the Thanksgiving 

mission trip to the Dominican Republic earlier this 

summer, it is that no amount of training can prepare you 

for the feeling you get when you lead someone to Christ.  

I will never forget our first day in Aguas Negras, a village that 

we spent multiple days working and praying in. We met 

Sandra, who is a modern-day, Dominican Mother Theresa. 

She took us on a tour of the village, and we heard many 

heart-breaking stories that explained to us the significance 

behind the name “Aguas Negras,” which translates simply 

to “Black Waters.” She explained that when it rains, a 

combination of water, trash, and dirt sweep through the 

village and into the homes. She showed us many homes 

that had water lines that were about as high as my knees. 

Our hearts were broken, but Sandra showed us how there 

were many homes that were rebuilt to be much more 

sustainable. Because of this, we were even more excited 

when we were able to meet the family whose house would 

be rebuilt due to the generous donations of Thanksgiving. 

The best word to describe the house this family lived in 

is “a shack”. It was tiny, made of wood, and low to the 

ground, making it an easy target to be destroyed by the 

floods. When we walked up to the house, we saw the family 

waiting for us. There was a mom, her three sons, and her 

father. When we met this family and were able to talk 

to them about their new house, they were filled with so 

much joy. The one person who seemed the most excited 

to me, however, was the grandpa (or Papa, as we liked to 

Connecting With 
The World
B Y  M E G A N  W E G N E R

Papa’s Prayer 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MISSIONS TRIP
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call him). I could tell that he saw this as an opportunity for 

his daughter and grandchildren to have a better life. After 

meeting the family, we got busy with the demolition of the 

original house. 

During the middle of this process, Pedro (one of our friends 

in the Dominican) caught my attention and asked me to 

go talk to a woman down the street with him. We went 

into her house and she began to explain to me how Papa 

was very sick. I found out that he is sick with cancer, but 

the doctors don’t want to tell him because they have no 

treatment for him, and they are afraid that once he finds 

out, that his health will quickly deteriorate. She also told 

me that no one but his daughter knows about his sickness. 

During this conversation, I asked the woman if Papa was a 

believer. She informed me that his family sometimes goes 

to church, but they would not describe themselves  

as Christians. 

The rebuilding of his house quickly gained a whole new 

significance for the team and me. My heart was broken 

for him, and his family, but I was so thankful that God was 

using our team to bless his family during this time. 

Throughout the next few days, I found myself paying more 

attention to Papa’s mannerisms, and my mind was blown. 

He was one of the hardest workers on the construction 

team, but at the same time I could tell that he was so kind-

hearted and sweet. He always had the biggest smile on his 

face and he would always be laughing at jokes. I couldn’t 

believe that he was so sick. He told us on many occasions 

how thankful he was that we came to the Dominican 

Republic and for helping him and his family. It was simply 

amazing. I remember him being the topic of many of our 

team’s dinnertime debrief conversations. We were sad for 

him and his family, yet so blown away at the man that he 

was. I remember praying for him a lot, both individually and 

with our team. Our prayers focused on healing, but also on 

his salvation. We knew that the promise of eternity could 

sustain him and his family in the coming difficult days. 

Sunday night our team attended Sandra’s church in Aguas 

Negras. During the service, Papa and his family walked in 

and sat in the back. After my dad finished preaching, he 

invited our team up to pray for anyone who wanted it. It 

was really a really amazing experience. With the help of 

our translators, we prayed for healing, healthy relationships, 

renewed spirits, and salvation. I was in the middle of 

praying for someone when I felt a tap on my shoulder. I 

turned around to Sandra’s smiling face, and I heard her 

say, “This man wants Jesus.”  When I looked to see who 

she was talking about, I couldn’t believe it. It was Papa. He 

had the biggest smile on his face. I took out an evangelism 

booklet that had both Spanish and English. I asked him to 

repeat after me and I began. “Señor Jesús, yo sé que soy un 

pecador…” he would repeat, and I would continue to go on 

in Spanish. 

After we finished the prayer, I was almost speechless. It 

hit me; Papa was now my brother in Christ and no matter 

what happens with his health, I will see him again one day, 

cancer free. Our prayers were answered and Papa now has 

the hope that I have. It was a truly indescribable feeling.  

The opportunity I had to meet Papa and lead him to Christ 

is one that has changed my heart forever, and I am so 

grateful for it. 

 

Would you like to learn more 

about the impact that you 

can have through God’s love 

in the Dominican Republic? 

Join us for an informational 

meeting about our next DR 

trip on Oct 2nd at 7pm in the 

Heritage Conference Room.
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3702 S 370 Plaza, Bellevue, NE 68123

We’re excited to announce that 

Thanksgiving will be launching a new 

church app. You will receive an email 

on October 1 inviting you to download 

the app. There will be a help desk 

following each service throughout the 

month of October.

New 
App!

FINANCIAL + 
COUNCIL 
REPORTS?
Looking for the monthly financial 

and council reports? You can find 

them three places:

• Monthly Digital Calendar email

• Welcome Center

• Literature racks at the entrance 

to Heritage Sanctuary

A S  F O L L O W E R S  O F  C H R I S T ,  O U R  V I S I O N  I S  T O  B E  L I K E 

J E S U S  I N  E V E R Y  W A Y ,  B Y  C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  G O D , 

W I T H  O N E - A N O T H E R ,  A N D  W I T H  T H E  W O R L D .

Are you receiving our weekly and monthly 

digital communications? If not, please email: 

laura.mallatt@thanksgiving.church

W W W . T H A N K S G I V I N G . C H U R C H

SERVICES: Saturday 5:30 PM // Sunday 8:15, 9:30 & 11 AM


