
Council Report: 
 
In a recent report, I told you about the next generation—the “Nones,” people who are spiritual but see no need for 
attending church or being part of organized religion. According to surveys at LifeWay Research, 82% of them would attend 
church if someone they know invites them. That’s great news—we need to get busy and invite! Think of all that we can 
achieve for kingdom growth if we invite these people into our lives and show them God’s love for them. 
 
But there is a generation coming up behind the Nones, Gen Z, and they are a whole different animal. Why? Because they 
are being raised by Nones, which means that unlike their parents, who were raised by church attending folks or who had 
some exposure to spiritual matters, Gen Z has little or no exposure to anything spiritual, let alone anything resembling 
organized religion. Let me give you a practical example of how that plays out in light of future evangelism efforts. 
 
A friend and his family are hosting an exchange student from Germany this year. In Germany, the age of consent is 14. Let 
me say that again. The age of sexual consent is 14. At 15 it is legal to drink alcohol. At 16 you are legally a young adult with 
certain rights and privileges. Your bedroom is now private—no one, not even parents, have the legal right to enter without 
your permission. And no one bats an eye if your boyfriend spends the night in your private room. 
 
Despite this background, Anna is polite and respectful and is willing to adhere to different rules while in the US. She has 
no experience with church attendance—or anything spiritual, for that matter—but willingly attends church activities and 
serves in one of the ministries to the homeless. But she says it doesn’t mean anything. Why? Because she will return to 
Germany and there are no churches there for her to attend. Hard to believe that could possibly be true when we live in a 
place where there is an abundance of churches. But if Anna is the face of Gen Z, and research tells us she is typical, what 
are the ramifications for the church in the US? 
 
Perhaps if we revisit some statistics I shared recently, the reality of a land with few or no churches may become more 
possible: 
 
80% of churches in America are in decline 
15% are growing through transfer growth 
5% are growing from evangelistic efforts 
 
Only 5% are growing because they are bringing in Nones and Anna and others like her, giving them the opportunity to 
experience the love of the living God and His son. 5%. Truly, the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
 
Why am I telling you this? Anna could be my granddaughter. Or yours. I have to ask myself what would I be willing to do 
or to sacrifice to ensure that my grandchildren know the love of Jesus? What are we, as Christ’s body, willing to do so that 
not one is lost? Will we step out of our comfortable, established ways of worship to explore music that attracts people who 
aren’t like us? Will we continue to foster an atmosphere of acceptance? Will we support and build a children’s ministry that 
sets the bar for excellence? Will we spend the money to upgrade and modernize our buildings? Will we continue to 
upgrade technology and utilize visual arts to attract people whose everyday lives are centered around all things visual? 
These are the things that appeal to the Nones. But what about Gen Z? 
 
Right now, there aren’t a lot of answers to that question. But within the next few years, the church—the holy apostolic 
worldwide church—needs to find ways to reach this generation and the next. Until then, know that these are the matters 
that Thanksgiving’s leadership is wrestling with. We want to be in the 5% and to be part of whatever it takes to push that 
number higher, so that more churches are reaching those who need to hear about Jesus and His love. Please continue to 
pray for the staff and council as we follow God’s leading. 
 
I leave you with this from 2 John: 5-6: “And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had 
from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you 
have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love.” 
 
 
Blessings, Carol Umberger, Council President 
 


