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Name: Benjamin Shupp                 Nominated Position: Congregation Council 
 
 
Membership in Years: 2 
 
Ministry Involvement (Past and Present)  
 

Decorah Lutheran 
Church 

Campus Christian 
Fellowship 

Thanksgiving 
Lutheran Church 

• Head Acolyte 
• Choir 
• Bell Choir 

  

• President of Iowa 
State University 
Chapter 

• Website Webmaster 
and designed new 
Website 

• Sound for 
Heritage 
Service 

• Life Group 
• Greeter for 

8:15 
  
 
Describe the Gifts and Talents that you Bring to this Position. 
 
I am a very analytical person. I am always striving for knowledge and 
understanding. I also love to meet new people hear their story because 
everyone has a unique story to tell. 
 
 
What do you Discern to be The Lord’s Hopes and Dream for our 
Church?  
 
As someone who moved to this community right out of college and no 
family within 300 miles, I attending many churches throughout the 
community looking for a church that felt like home. Now years later, I look 
forward to church every Sunday to see my extended framily at 8:15 and to 
hangout with my life group on Friday nights. It is a place of belonging, 
friendship, and hope. My dream for this church is to continue that for 
everyone in our community and to feel the love that Thanksgiving has to 
offer. We are a beautiful place, a beacon on a hill, that has the passion to 
spread the love of Jesus Christ and continue to grow the body of Christ.  
 



What do you Believe are the Greatest Challenges Facing our Church?  
 
Perception. It is a huge driving force for all of us. Today in our modern 
culture of 24 hour news cycles and social media we are constantly 
monitoring how people perceive us. Both as the body of Christ as well as 
ourselves. We have closed our communities off, put up walls in hopes of 
protecting what we cherish, but this isn’t where we are called to be. We 
should be striving to be unapologetic followers of Christ. By going into our 
community bringing people to what we know will bring them a peace, hope, 
and love that only Christ can provide. Our role as a Church should be 
equipping people just as our mission statement says to go out and gather 
people bringing them to this beautiful house of the Lord. So that they too can 
enjoy the peace and love knowing they have a home with all of us in eternity 
with him. 
 
 
 
Additional Comments: 
 
     I am deeply humbled and honored for the opportunity to serve in such a 
capacity in the church. 


