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Children’s Ministry

Easter Egg Hunt & Picnic
M A R C H  2 4  1 1 A M  
Lakewood Villages Park 

Holy Week (no activities  
through April 1)
M A R C H  2 6 T H 

Orange Impact  
Movie/Pajama Night
A P R I L  4

Orange Impact  
Family Night
A P R I L  1 8 

Faith Milestones  
3rd Grade  Bible
A P R I L  1 9  &  2 6  6 : 3 0 P M 
Lower Level Gathering Room

Have you ever stopped to think about what is most 
important in your life? If you assessed how you spend 
your time, your energy, and your resources – what would 
that assessment suggest is of first importance to you? 
For Paul, a follower of Christ, the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ were of first importance. Paul had a 
personal encounter with the living Lord that left him 
forever changed. From that moment on, his life became 
absolutely grounded in the resurrection. 

Did you know that the resurrection is rooted in history? 
While no one can prove that Jesus rose from the dead, 
belief in the resurrection forever changed the course of 
human affairs.  

Did you know that the resurrection is rooted in 
experience? So changed were the earliest eye-witnesses 
to the resurrected Jesus, that they were willing to suffer 
and to die as martyrs rather than to deny Christ. 

And, did you know that the resurrection is rooted in 
redemption? Do you know that Jesus rose victorious to 
set us free to live in grace, truth, hope and love?

Did you know that Jesus conquered the grave to give 
us new life and to call us into the great adventure of 
becoming his followers?

Join us on Easter as we celebrate Jesus’ victory over 
sin and death, and as we live into his invitation to be 
rooted in his resurrection!

Connecting 
With God
B Y  P A S T O R  G L E N N  H A R L E S S

E V E N T S
For more information on events, please contact 

laura.mallatt@thanksgiving.church.

M A R C H - A P R I L  S C H E D U L E 

Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic
M A R C H  2 4  1 1 A M 
Lakewood Villages Park

Blessings (Mom’s ministry)
A P R I L  5  &  1 9  9 - 1 1 A M 
Heritage Conference Room  
Childcare Provided

Weekend to Remember
A P R I L  6 - 8 
Contact von-townsend@cox.net for info

Cleansing Stream Retreat
A P R I L  2 0 - 2 1 
Contact lisa.zaloudek@cox.net for info

Next Gen Ministry

Palm Sunday Breakfast 
hosted by Next Gen
M A R C H  2 5

Holy Week (no activities  
through April 1)
M A R C H  2 6

Senior High (Passion  
of Christ viewing)
M A R C H  2 8  6 P M  
Youth Room

Senior High Live
A P R I L  4  6 P M 
Youth Room

Confirmation Retreat
A P R I L  8  2 - 5 P M  F L C

CONTACT: Denise Czapla  
denise.czapla@thanksgiving.church

CONTACT: Pastor Billy  
pastorbilly@thanksgiving.church

Kids Against Hunger Packing Event
A P R I L  1 4  1 0 - 1 1 : 3 0 A M  &  N O O N - 1 : 3 0 P M ,  F L C 
Contact texshari@cox.net for info 
Childcare available for under 5

 
 
 
H O L Y  W E E K  S C H E D U L E

Palm Sunday
M A R C H  2 5
Palm Sunday Breakfast hosted by  
Next Gen all morning, free will offering

Maundy Thursday
M A R C H  2 9  7 P M ,  F L C

Good Friday
M A R C H  3 0  7 P M ,  F L C
 
[ N O  S AT U R D A Y  N I G H T  S E R V I C E S  M A R C H  3 1 ]

Easter Sunday
A P R I L  1
Sunrise Service  6:30am, FLC 
Contemporary Services 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, FLC 
Traditional Services 8:30am, 10:00am,  
   Heritage Sanctuary

**Nursery available at all services except 6:30am

There are many volunteer opportunities for Easter Sunday. 
Please go to homepage at thanksgiving.church to sign up.

FOR WHAT I  RECEIVED I  PASSED ON TO YOU AS OF FIRST 
IMPORTANCE, THAT CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS,  THAT HE 
WAS BURIED, AND THAT HE WAS RAISED ON  
THE THIRD DAY.. . 
1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 5 : 3 - 4  N I V
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Time Commitment
One of the primary concerns that people have about 
becoming a Care Minister is the amount of time required. 
To become a Care Minister, there are seven training sessions. 
Once trained, Care Ministers then meet once a month for 
ongoing training. The meeting times with care receivers are 
determined between the minister and the receiver. Karen 
said of the time commitment, “I was looking for something 
that put me one-on-one with someone—where I could 
hopefully have a direct impact. The time commitment really 
has not been an issue. Like anything, if you have a heart to do 
it, you will find the time. Everyone is busy, including the care 
receiver, we just let our schedule be what works for the two of 
us.”

Carol added, “This ministry is so important for people because 
it helps people see that there is one way to walk through 
heartbreak and that is with the help of the Lord—His presence 
and assurance. That doesn’t mean people just “get over it.” It 
is small, precious steps with us gently asking them, ‘What do 
you think you can do at this time to take?’ while enveloping 
them with the love of Christ.”

Are You Being Called?
If your heart has been stirred by this article, please prayerfully 
consider becoming trained to be a Care Minister. The need 
at Thanksgiving is growing as we currently have a waiting list 
of people who would like to have a Care Minister. For more 
information, please contact Laurie Piper, Care Ministry Team 
Leader at laurie.piper@thanksgiving.church or 402-292-2695 
ext. 308 or go to www.thanskgiving.church and select the 
“Care Ministry” tab. 

Providing excellent Care Ministry is one of the cornerstones 
of Thanksgiving. One of the primary ways that we do that is 
through our Care Ministers. A Care Minister is someone who 
walks alongside a care receiver who is in a season where they 
need one-on-one encouragement and a godly friend who will 
listen, be compassionate and help them to recognize the hope 
that God provides in difficult circumstances.

Karen Eakins, a newly trained Care Minister, explains the 
relationship with a care receiver this way, “Our biggest role is to 
listen. It is not that people need Care Ministers because they 
do not have friends. As a Care Minister, I am a step removed 
from their situation, so I will always be on her side and remind 
her that God can give her the strength to get through this. I 
pray with her, send her encouraging texts, even devotions that 
cause me to think of her situation. The spiritual element helps 
people to believe that they can survive whatever they are going 
through.”

Carol Powers, a long-time Care Minister adds, “It is an honor 
and a privilege to be praying for and encouraging our care 
receivers. When we meet, we remind them of what God thinks 
of them and that God is near them because God promises to 
never leave us.”

Care receivers often experience a growth in their faith life due 
to their relationship with a Care Minister. “The receivers develop 
a better understanding that the Lord is with them, guiding 
them and helping them to look at the situation differently. 
They begin to see how Scripture is applicable to their situation,” 
Carol shared. 

Becoming a Trained Care Minister
On April 5, a new Care Ministry Training class will begin. 
The training is designed to equip people to be able to walk 
alongside their care receivers with confidence and compassion. 
“The training provides you with tools that you might not have 
thought of,” stated Karen, “It helps you to learn how to frame 
questions so they can find answers for themselves. We are not 
counselors.”

Speaking about how the training gave her confidence when 
she began meeting with her care receiver she stated, “At first 
you wonder if you are doing it right. However, because of the 
tools that we were given, I was able to review my materials 
and gain confidence for the next time. Also, because the Care 
Ministry Team meets monthly, I can ask my questions to more 
seasoned Care Ministers and they give me a lot of guidance and 
encouragement.”

If you would like to learn more about 

walking with a Care Minister, please contact 

Laurie Piper at laurie.piper@thanksgiving.

church or 402-292-2695 ext. 308. Please 

know that all inquires are confidential and 

if you decide to have a Care Minister, that  

will also remain confidential—even other 

Care Ministers do not know who other 

members of the team are walking with  

at any given time.

LAURIE PIPER
C A R E  M I N I S T R Y  T E A M  L E A D E R

Laurie Piper is our Care Ministry Team Leader. 

She has been on staff at Thanksgiving for about 

a year and is dedicated to providing excellent 

training and support for our Care Ministers to 

ensure that the emotional and spiritual needs 

of the Care Receivers are met. 

She is also a trained Restoring the Foundations 

minister which displays her passion for the 

Thanksgiving community to truly comprehend 

the love that God has for them. 

She has been married to her husband, Dale for 

38 years. They have two sons, Clint and Adam, 

both of whom have followed in their dad’s 

footsteps as leaders of farm co-ops. 

Her free time is spent loving on five grandkids: 

Isabella (10), Colt (6), Owen (5), Avery (2) and 

Madisyn (21 months).

Connecting 
With Others

CARE MINISTRY

B Y  J A N I N E  W E G N E R

BECOMING A CARE RECEIVER
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Q: Why are you so passionate about this ministry? 
When I think about the number of worldwide daily deaths 
by starving or vast numbers of malnourished people, many of 
them children, it is encouraging to know that we can actually 
do something to help to change that. We may not be able to 
save them all, but Jesus calls us to try and save some.

Q: What happens at a “packing event?” 
Our Thanksgiving family and guests, from the young to senior 
citizens, families and individuals…all kinds of groups, come 
together as a community to build life-saving, highly nutritious 
meal packets that feed 6 people for only 25 cents a meal. Only 
one meal a day can reverse the effects of malnourishment/
starvation, save lives and provide hope. Through our efforts it 
shows those in desperate need that someone cares, that God 
cares. We work as a team, visit, have fun, smile, laugh and leave 
with a sense of accomplishment.

This is a great opportunity for our church to do ministry 
together.  Folks can invite family, friends, neighbors, and 

co-workers to experience helping others in need.  Our KAH 
packing events are fun, non-intimidating and filled with the 
spirit of helping---try it, you’ll like it!

Q: Where are the meals sent? 
Meals go many places around the world from the Caribbean 
to Africa. They are even sent to areas in the US where natural 
disasters have occurred and families need easy, quick 
nourishment. Some meals also go to area food banks and 
approximately 10% of all packed meals are held for emergency 
reserves.

Q: How many meals has Thanksgiving packed over 
the years?
We started packing about 40,000 meals per packing event 
with about 200 packers and have grown to 60,000+ meals and 
300+ packers the last few years.  This ministry has really been 
embraced by so many in our Thanksgiving family.

For ten years, Thanksgiving has partnered with Kids Against 
Hunger to provide highly nutritious meals to children around 
the world, and in the USA, who are undernourished. The 
organization was founded in 1974 by Richard Proudfit who 
went to Honduras to volunteer after a devastating hurricane. 
Profoundly affected by the starvation he saw among the 
children of that country, he made a conscious decision to 
commit his life and financial resources towards the enormous 
problem of world hunger.

Utilizing his knowledge in manufacturing and distribution, Mr. 
Proudfit tapped his colleagues in the corporate world for help. 
He enlisted the resources of leading food scientists to develop 
a highly nutritious meal – rich in protein and fortified with 
vitamins and minerals – that, when boiled with water, provides 
nourishment for starving children. His tireless relationship 
building resulted in a world-wide network of organizations that 
can successfully distribute the food under the worst conditions.

Fulfilling Kids Against Hunger’s mission requires a vast food 
packaging capacity to meet an endless demand for food. 
Kids Against Hunger believes that the best way to engage the 
largest number of people is through a decentralized, locally-
based network of food packaging satellites that are active in 
their community. This model engages and empowers people 
to realize they can make a difference in solving the worldwide 
problem of starvation. 

Pastor Glenn became familiar with the organization several 
years ago and asked some in the congregation to explore 
having a packing event sponsored by the church. That was the 
beginning of a new ministry for Thanksgiving that continues 
to thrive today. One of the leaders of the ministry, Tex Texieria, 
answered a few questions about Kids Against Hunger at 
Thanksgiving

Connecting With 
The World
B Y  J A N I N E  W E G N E R

Kids Against Hunger

March 24, 25 & April 7, 8 
Time: Before and after all services 
Location: Church lobby

Saturday April 14, 2018 
Time: 10:00am – 11:30am &  
12:00pm – 1:30pm 
Location: Thanksgiving Family Life Center 
Who: Anyone ages 5-95 

*Nursery will be available for kids under 5

Saturday April 14, 2018 
Time: 8:00am – 9:30am Set up event 
1:30pm – 3:30pm Tear down event / Set 
up for church 
Where: Thanksgiving Family Life Center
*Heavy lifters needed to refill supplies 
during both sessions

Would you and your family like to participate in the next Kids Against Hunger packing event? Below is information on how you can join in:

Contact Shari Teixeira at 402-339-8226  
or email texshari@cox.net with questions

Sign Up to Pack and Help:
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Join us Saturday, March 24th at 11am at 

Lakewood Villages Park, 12001 Timber Ridge 

Drive (near Bellevue Elementary School).

 
The hunt is free for toddlers through 5th grade. This year  
we will also be offering hot dogs and chips following the  
hunt. This is a perfect event to invite friends and family 
members who do not have a church home. Postcard invites 
are available at the Welcome Center and information will  
be posted on Facebook.

Five Easy Ways to Serve 

  1. Bring a canned good to support Bellevue Food Pantry   

  2. Help with set up at 9:30am at the park

  3. Greet our guests

  4. Help to serve or prepare food

  5. Help clean up after the event 

For more details about volunteering, email  
Karen Harned at harnedco@hotmail.com

3702 S 370 Plaza, Bellevue, NE 68123

Are you receiving our weekly and monthly 
digital communications? If not, please email: 

laura.mallatt@thanksgiving.church

W W W. T H A N K S G I V I N G . C H U R C H

SERVICES: Saturday 5:30 PM // Sunday 8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 AM

Easter Egg Hunt 
Thanksgiving’s 11th Annual Community Event


