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Children’s Ministry

Sunday School resumes
J A N  7 

Orange Impact resumes
J A N  1 0 

Faith Milestones  
4th Grade
J A N  2 1 ,  1 1 A M 
L O W E R  L E V E L 
G A T H E R I N G  R O O M

Faith Milestones 5th 
Grade Communion 
Classes
F E B  8 & 1 5  6 : 3 0 P M 
L O W E R  L E V E L 
G A T H E R I N G  R O O M

Ash Wednesday 
NO Orange Impact
F E B  1 4

What a privilege and honor it has been for 
me to serve you over these last twenty-five 
years! As I write this article I am very aware 
that I am about to enter my last year as your 

Senior Pastor. I want my remaining months to count for you 
and for Christ in every way. I want to leave you firmly grounded 
in your faith, and to hand you over, as a mature and healthy 
church family, to Pastor David’s care and leading. This desire 
has caused me to think very carefully about a focus for our 
congregation for 2018. 

In 2016 we had in in-ward focus on building Community, and 
in 2017 we had an out-ward focus which we called Change the 
Story! After some good and heart-felt conversations and prayers 
with our Senior Staff, we are pleased to announce an up-ward 
focus for 2018. Our theme will be Rooted, and is drawn from 
Paul’s words in Colossians 2:6-7 (NIV).

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to 
live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened 
in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness.”

As we look this year to become more deeply rooted in Christ 
Jesus, most of our preaching will be from the four Gospels,  
with a special emphasis on the Gospel of John.

Finally, we will be inviting you to go deeper in your personal 
connection with God in three areas: Scripture reading, prayer 
and personal worship. We will be encouraging and equipping 
you to grow in these areas in multiple ways some of which are 
highlighted throughout this publication.

I would like to highlight one of those as I close this article…
Beginning January 10, I am inviting the congregation to join 
me to stop and pray every Wednesday from 12:15-12:45pm. 
Those who can come to our campus will gather in the 
Heritage Sanctuary, and for those who are unable to be with 
us physically, we will make a prayer guide available by email 
every Wednesday morning to those who wish to receive it. The 
guide will include prayers for our church, one another and 
our community. If you would like to receive the weekly prayer 
guides via email, please email Kelly.marz@thanksgiving.church. 
In addition to this, we will also have a periodic Sunday evening 
worship and prayer service.

I look forward to sharing this last year with you and 
experiencing together a renewed enthusiasm for the  
One who binds us together: Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Glenn

Connecting 
With God
B Y  P A S T O R  G L E N N  H A R L E S S

E V E N T S
For more information on events, please contact 

laura.mallatt@thanksgiving.church.

Rooted in Prayer
 Opportunities to grow in your prayer life:

• Weekly Prayer:  
Wednesday’s 12:15 -12:45. Join Pastor Glenn in the 
Heritage Sanctuary or pray from your home or  
work. To receive weekly guides electronically, email  
kelly.marz@thanksgiving.church

• Silent Retreat:  
March 15-18. Go to www.godslivingstones.org  
for details and registration.

Rooted in Worship
Worship is a multi-faceted aspect of our faith life. This year, we want to challenge ourselves to broaden our understanding  
of what worship looks like in the life of the believer. One daily worship exercise is to consider incorporating the Prayer of  
Examen into your daily life. The prayer has 5 simple components:

Next Gen Ministry

Next Gen Sunday 
Morning Groups 
Resumes
J A N  7

Junior High Live 
Resumes
J A N  1 0

Confirmation  
Retreat #3, FLC
J A N  1 4  2 - 5 P M

Senior High Live
F E B  7  6 - 8 P M  
Y O U T H  R O O M

Palm Sunday  
Breakfast Fundraiser
M A R C H  2 5

CONTACT: Denise Czapla  
denise.czapla@thanksgiving.church

CONTACT: Pastor Billy  
pastorbilly@thanksgiving.church

Rooted in Scripture
Opportunities to grow in your love and  
understanding of Scripture:

• Read Daily Texts:  
Daily Texts is a devotional book with an Old Testament 
verse, a New Testament verse, and a prayer for each  
day of the year. Books available for purchase at the 
Welcome Center.

• Learn the Bible:  
New Testament 101 Begins Wednesday, Feb 7, 6-7:30pm. 
Register online to have book pre-ordered.

• Study Scripture Together:  
1 & 2nd Peter, Sunday mornings at 9:30am,  
begins February 11

1. Become aware of God’s presence: Look back on the day and  
ask God to provide clarify and understanding.

2. Review the day with gratitude towards God: Walk through  
your day in the presence of God and note its joys and delights.

3. Pay attention to your emotions: Reflect on feelings that you 
experienced throughout the day and invite God to show you  
what He wants you to see.

4. Choose one feature of the day and pray about it: Ask the Holy 
Spirit to direct you to something during the day that God thinks 
is particularly important (this is a “kairos moment”). Pray about 
it and allow the prayer to arise spontaneously in your heart—
whether it be intercession, praise, repentance or gratitude.

5.  Look toward tomorrow: Ask God to give  you light for  
tomorrow. Pay attention to the feelings that surface and turn 
them into prayer. Seek God’s guidance. Pray for hope. 
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We know that men, women and children all deal with 
different issues. A child doesn’t worry about paying 
the bills, a man doesn’t worry about getting pregnant, 
and a woman doesn’t worry about making the high 
school football team. Since we know each group has 
specialized thinking, concerns, and emotions, we 
need to take this understanding and apply it when 
studying the Bible. 

Men have their own set of fears, joys, emotions, and 
issues. Wisdom tells us to gather together with other 
men to study how the Bible applies specifically to a 
man’s heart and life. In particular, a big issue for men 
is battling pride. Pride tells us to be a lone ranger. 
It gently reminds us of our own self-worth and how 
isolation and self-teaching is far more impressive and 
beneficial. Unfortunately, for many men, this is how 
they view the investment of committing to a men’s 
Bible study. 

I believe that a men’s Bible study, should be raw, 
an un-engineered atmosphere where the leader 
or facilitator hammers home God’s truth dealing 
specifically with men’s issues. There is a massive 

amount of unapplied truth given directly from 
scripture that isn’t being lived out in men today.  
Guys are blending with the culture, rather that 
battling for obedience as God’s men. Men are 
allowing their eyes and minds to wander into areas 
of lust and fantasizing. In today’s world, men are 
spending more time at work, on hobbies, watching 
TV, and reading the news than accepting their role 
and gift as a father, husband, and leader.

For these reasons, I invite the men of Thanksgiving  
to join me for a 10-week class which will be built 
around the HBO series “Band of Brothers”. We will 
watch episodes together and then apply God’s 
Truth as we discuss a theme central to the episode. 
Some topics will include: Standing alone, finding 
confidence, confronting evil and our response to  
the rough road.

Band of Brothers begins Thursday, January 17 at  
7pm in the Youth Room. If you are seeking 
camaraderie with others at church while being 
challenged to become the man God created  
you to be, please join me! 

Ash Wednesday Services

Wednesday, February 14 

6pm & 7:30pm | FLC

Mid-Week Lenten Services Begin

Thursday, Feb 22 

6:30pm  | FLC

Lenten Dinners Begin

Thursday, Feb 22  

5-6pm | Mission Room

Connecting 
With Others

JOIN THE BAND  
OF BROTHERS

B Y  B I L L Y  C Z A P L A

Q: What is Lent?
The Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday and last 

40 days (excluding Sundays which are always considered 

celebration days for the resurrection.  The word originally 

meant “spring” and is to be understood as a time to  

reflect.  Lent is, therefore, a time for rebirth and renewal  

in preparation for the celebration of Easter.

Q: Why is it important for the  
Church to observe Lent?
Christians are called to observe Lent as a gift from our Lord.  

Similar to how we are called to a Sabbath one day per  

week as a gift of God so we can be renewed, so is the season 

of Lent.  Lent is a time for reflection, renewal, and allowing 

God to remove hindrances from our life (repentance) and  

lay the foundation for growing in our faith.

Q: What would you hope that the people of 
Thanksgiving do on a daily basis during Lent?
Forty days/years is a period of time that God often used 

to accomplish something important in the lives of his 

people.  Noah and the flood, the Hebrews wandering in 

the desert, Jesus in the wilderness, are all examples of how 

God matured and refined someone’s faith.  This is a great 

opportunity for us as a collective body to commit ourselves 

to seeking God through Scripture reading, prayer, worship, 

and daily repentance.

Q: Why is repentance such an important  
aspect of the Christian faith?
Repentance is key because it is like a continual reset button 

for our lives.  The best life possible is the “with God” life.   

In repentance, the Holy Spirit realigns our life, our desires, 

our thoughts, our actions to align with God’s will for our  

lives.  It can be painful at times, but it is always good 

for us.  We often go astray.  God in his grace calls us 

back and repentance is where He can do real character 

transformation.

Q: How would you encourage individuals  
to observe Lent?
Make it simple.  Start with asking God, “Where do you want 

to redirect my life, so it is in alignment with your will?”  Share 

your impressions with close friends.  Write it down.  Then use 

that as the basis for how you approach Lent.  I have found 

very little benefit in the whole giving up mentality of Lent.  

In contrast, when God asks me to give up something related 

to my own journey of repentance, I find much greater value.  

Whatever you do, be intentional about it and you will  

find great blessing!

UNDERSTANDING THE SEASON OF LENT:  
Q&A with Pastor David

LENT SCHEDULE
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away far from it). I also would be ready to share about my faith 
when asked. I was worried about being the “Bible-thumping” 
evangelist and end up turning them away. 

Q: What did God teach you through this study?
Mike: My “Kairos” from this study was that I don’t have to be 
assertive or pushy with people to have effect. All I need to do is 
initiate contact, establish a relationship of sorts, and then just 
be there awaiting an opportunity to give a spirit-led word or 
opportunity to further the person’s relationship with God. Bill 
Hybels illustrated this point specifically in a couple examples he 
shared. It was 10 years, in one example, that Bill was just “there” 
being a friend to a couple guys---no proselytizing, no shaming, 
no condemnation, no pushing---just being there awaiting a 
nudge from God to further the relationship. Very powerful. 

Q: What motivates you to share your faith with 
others?
Mike: My motivation to share comes from my desire to serve 
God and to become the person He wants me to be, so He 
can use me to help my fellow human beings---His creation. I 
desire for all to know Him and establish a personal relationship 
with Him that leads to salvation and eternal life. Having been 
the recipient of the gift of eternal life through my personal 
relationship with Christ, I need to share the opportunity with 
others. I do not want to be like the light hidden under a basket. 
I want to shine.

Q: What impressed you most about the class itself?
Mike: Bill Hybels humble, unassuming nature was a joy to read, 
watch, and listen to. He acknowledges he doesn’t always “win 
one for Christ.”  He has a continuum that he uses as tool to 
gauge people’s openness to God which was very helpful. Zero 
represents being as far away from God as one could be. Ten 
represents a person is saved with a full relationship with God. 
Bill states his goal is just for a person to move to the next higher 
number. If that happens, he’s satisfied. They don’t have to go all 
the way to 10 right away. His teaching was an encouragement 
to me in that I just need to provide enough support for a 
person in my sphere of influence to move one level. I am 
only one person in a person’s spiritual journey. I don’t have to 
be the one to get them to 10!  This was very refreshing and 
encouraging to hear especially coming from one of the most 
successful pastors leading one of the nation’s largest churches. 

Throughout 2017, we emphasized the OUT dimension 
(Connecting with Community) of the three-dimensional life of 
Jesus. While we are focusing on the UP (Connecting with God) 
in 2018, it is important to re-emphasize that the life modelled 
by Jesus includes the three dimensions in balance and should 
be evident regularly in the life of a believer. For this reason, 
we are offering a new Sunday morning class titled, “Just Walk 
Across the Room.” 

The goal of this 4-week class is to equip ourselves to develop a 
lifestyle of relational evangelism---one where we you learn how 
to trust God to lead the process while being intentional about 
sharing your faith with those God has put in your path.

Mike Dunn, a man known to many around Thanksgiving as 
someone with an infectious laugh and a warm heart, recently 

participated in this class. We asked him some questions about 
his experience with evangelism and what he learned through 
the teachings.

Q: Prior to going through Just Walk Across the 
Room, how comfortable were you with sharing  
your faith with others?
Mike: I was comfortable in sharing in a passive way. I would 
have conversations with others openly and would throw out 
comments or other communications letting others know I was 
a believing Christian. However, I wouldn’t go up to someone 
and strike up a “cold-call” conversation stating my faith or 
asking about theirs. I was aware to tell my story…as unexciting 
as it might be (since I grew up in the church and never strayed 

Connecting With 
The World
B Y  J A N I N E  W E G N E R

S I M P L E  W A Y S  T O  P O I N T  P E O P L E  T O  J E S U S
FOCUSING UPWARDS

LEARNING OPPORTUNITY:
Would you like to learn simple ways that you can point 
people towards Jesus? “Just Walk Across the Room” 
begins on Sunday, January 14 at 9:30am in Heritage 
Sanctuary. This 4-week class is a wonderful opportunity 
to learn practical ways to share your faith with others. 
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3702 S 370 Plaza, Bellevue, NE 68123

Are you receiving our weekly and monthly 
digital communications? If not, please email: 

laura.mallatt@thanksgiving.church

W W W. T H A N K S G I V I N G . C H U R C H

SERVICES: Saturday 5:30 PM // Sunday 8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 AM

This 6-session group will focus on helping you to identify your 
personal values, vision and mission so you can become a person 
of influence to those around you. This class is led by Jill Schenck 
who is a John Maxwell Leadership Certified Trainer and Coach.

Meets one Saturday a month beginning January 13, 6:30-8:30 at 
Jill and Mark Schenck’s home, 4302 Sheridan Road, Bellevue, NE

Questions? Please call Mark (402) 917-7248 or Jill (701) 367-3248. 
Below are the meeting dates and topics that we will cover.

Jan 13 Identifying Personal Values 

Feb 10 How to Develop Personal Vision 
             and Mission Statements 

Mar 10 Ethics 101 and Ethical Tests  
             (examples, we’re not going to test you)

Apr 14 Becoming a Person of Influence Part I 

May 12 Becoming a Person of Influence Part II 

Jun 9 Developing a Personal Code of Conduct

Monthly Young Professionals  
Leadership Development

WHAT SHAPES YOU?


