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Some believe that we can never know God’s will or His 
presence. He is distant, does not care. He wants us to just 
figure things out on our own –leaving us to our own devices 
and chance. Once we begin to understand God’s intentions 
for us in Scripture, it becomes clear that nothing could be 
further from the truth.

Throughout the Old and New Testaments, God provides 
wonderful reminders of His presence promises and 
guidance. This is seen in multiple ways throughout the 
Christmas story. God provides signs to virtually each person 
that is directly affected or invited to be witnesses to the 
birth of the Savior.

From stars in the heavens, to a baby leaping in utero, 
dreams, angels, a father becomes mute until the naming 
of his son, and the Christ-child himself, all of these are ways 
that God prompted the faithful along saying, “I am with 
you, I am for you, and, yes, now I am with you. Believe that 
I am a God of presence and miracles and you will see both 
among you.”

We see this when the angel declares to the shepherds:

Luke 2:11-12 For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the 
sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling 
cloths, lying in a manger.”

To the simple shepherds He says, “I want you to know the 
truth of my glory and that I am with you and for you. You 
will see my words are true by the sign I give you, a babe, 

the Messiah, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. I don’t want you to wonder about me or my ways. I 
want you to know.”

God says the same to us today: I am with you AND for you! 
He provides signs for us about His presence, His love and 
how we can walk in His ways. Perhaps God is asking you to 
trust Him more fully this Christmas season. Will you seek 
to understand Him more fully in this way? Will you be bold 
and ask Him, in faith–-- to give you a sign of His presence in 
your life?

Will you go the next step and “follow the star”, as the 
Wisemen did, and go wherever it leads? Once God gave His 
signs, the faithful then acted as God prompted them. Let 
us do the same and not simply sit in awe but be prepared 
to say, “Yes, Lord. I will follow for your ways are good and 
your plans are better than my own devising. I will follow. I 
will trust.” 

This Christmas, renew your faith that God is with you and 
for you. During our Christmas Eve services, we will be 
reminded yet again that Jesus is “the God who is with us”. 
We will hear stories of Thanksgiving friends who recognize 
the truth that God is With Us. 

If you have a story to share, please feel free to contact a 
pastor or email janine.wegner@thanksgiving.church.

Connecting 
With God
B Y  P A S T O R  D A V I D  W I T K O P

Next Gen Ministry

Junior High Live begins 
Christmas Break
Dec 26

Junior High Live resumes
Jan 9 | 6:30pm  
Worship Center

Senior High Live
Jan 9 | 6:30pm  
Youth Room

CONTACT: Denise Czapla 
denise.czapla@thanksgiving.church

Children’s Ministry

Children’s  
Christmas Program
Dec 9 | 2:00pm, Worship 
Center

Wednesday and Saturday 
Night Ministry begin 
Christmas break
Dec 26

Explorers Ministry
Dec 30 | 9:30am 
The Campground

Explorers Ministry
Jan 6 | 9:30am 
The Campground

Wednesday Night 
Explorers resumes
Jan 9 | 6:30pm,  
The Campground

Saturday Night Kidz  
Church resumes
Jan 12 | 5:30pm 
The Campground

Faith Milestones, 4th 
Grade
Jan 20 | 11:00am-12:30pm, 
The Campground

Faith Milestones, 4th 
Grade Presentation
Jan 27 | 11:00am  
Worship Center

CONTACT: Caleb Haack 
caleb.haack@thanksgiving.church

God is With Us

A R E  Y O U  L O O K I N G  F O R  A  S T A R T I N G 

P O I N T  I N  Y O U R  F A I T H ? 

Next Classes Begin in January! 

Everything has a starting point—your life, your relationships, your 
education, your career.

Sometimes we forget that faith has a starting point as well. For 
some of us, our faith journeys began in childhood as a set of beliefs 
handed to us by a parent, teacher, or pastor. Maybe you developed 
a framework of faith based on personal experience. Or maybe you 
had no faith at all. Too often, a faith formed in childhood isn’t strong 
enough to withstand the pressures of adult life.

But what if you could find a new starting point for faith?

This is what Starting Point is all about – an 8-session small group 
conversation about faith. Whether you’re new to faith, curious about 
God, or coming back to church after some time away, it’s a place 

where your opinions and beliefs are valued, and no question is off 
limits.

We are offering two Starting Point classes on Wednesday nights 
(beginning January 9) from 6-7:30pm and Sunday morning  
(beginning January 13) at 9:30am. 
 
 

To register email  Lisa Witkop at  
l isa.witkop@thanksgiving.church. 

Space is limited to 12 participants per class. These classes  
will be provided multiple times per year and a waiting list  
will be created for the next class as needed.
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2018 Year End Contributions

If your financial plans for 2018 include 

tax deductible contributions to 

Thanksgiving, the last day we can 

process these contributions is Sunday, 

December 30th or if mailed must be 

post marked no later than December 

31, 2018 to comply with IRS regulations. 

Contributions received after these 

dates will be reflected in your 2019 

contribution statement. The church 

office will be closed Monday and 

Tuesday, December 24th and 25th and 

Monday and Tuesday, December 31st 

and January 1st.

Christmas Eve 
O F F E R I N G

As a reminder to all of us that Joseph 

and Mary were in need of shelter that 

first Christmas night, we give all of the 

contributions received during Christmas 

Eve services to the Open Door Mission 

and the Care Ministry Emergency Fund 

to support individuals and families in 

need of shelter and aid in our local 

community.

Pastor Glenn's Hopes and  
Dreams for Thanksgiving
B Y  P A S T O R  G L E N N  H A R L E S S

Dear Friends in Christ, 

God is with us! This is the wonderful good news of 

Christmas; God is not indifferent to our needs or far 

removed from our circumstances. God loved the world 

so much, he sent his only Son from heaven to earth to 

put on flesh and blood, to be with us and for us! This 

is remarkable and extraordinary news which we are 

privileged to share with a lost and broken world. 

When Christ entered in to the world, he changed 

everything. Jesus is alive and well, and even now His 

Spirit is leading the Christian church through new 

and difficult challenges. While the message of the 

Gospel never changes, we recognize that these new 

challenges necessitate changes in strategies, processes, 

and procedures. I love the question that someone once 

asked me: “What are you willing to give up so that your 

children and grandchildren might know and follow 

Jesus?” For many of us, change is hard, but wrestling 

with that question helps us put the need for change 

in perspective, as does remembering that God is with 

us each step of the way, as we take new ground for the 

Kingdom

Thanksgiving, I am excited for you as you move into a 

new season of ministry under the fine leadership of 

Pastor David Witkop. I still remember meeting David at 

the airport when he flew in for an interview fresh from 

graduating from seminary. I was quickly impressed with 

his genuineness, easy manner, warmth, sense of humor, 

playful spirit, and depth of faith. Together, we called him 

to be our first associate pastor. Over the years we saw 

him grow and mature in all areas of ministry, and now 

you have called him to be your new senior pastor. I am 

delighted by your decision and excited for you all! Please 

keep his family in your prayers – Lisa, Jacob, Jeremiah, 

Moriah, and Nate. In addition, at my retirement 

celebration I asked Pastor David to kneel, laid hands on 

him, and I prayed a prayer of blessing over him. I invite 

you to make a copy of it, and regularly include it in your 

prayers for him this year.

Father in heaven, for Jesus sake, I pray for a special 

anointing of your Holy Spirit upon Pastor David. 

Confirm his faith, strengthen his identity, guide his 

ministry, keep him humble before you, empower him 

in his serving, motivate him in his praying, give him 

patience in trials and suffering, and in Your perfect 

timing bring Pastor David and each of us to eternal life! 

Amen. 

Thank you for the wonderful retirement celebration 

on November 4th. Everything about the evening was 

perfect; it was fun, heart-warming and way beyond our 

wildest expectations for the evening! Thank you for the 

generous gift from the congregation, and for your many 

cards, gifts, and beautiful notes filled with memories and 

words of appreciation. Please know that, together with 

Suzanne and our children – Marisa, Siri, and Jon – it has 

been a great blessing for us to have been a part of the 

Thanksgiving family, and it has been my great privilege 

and honor to have served as your Senior Pastor. As we 

leave, we know that God is with us … all. 

Remember who you are, and Whose you are!  

  wWith love and thanksgiving in my heart, 

Pastor Glenn Harless

THANKSKI ANNUAL SKI TRIP
Join us next year for Thanks XXVI,  February 2 – February 6 2019. Over the past 25 years, about  

600 winter sports enthusiasts have enjoyed playing in God’s creation in the Colorado Mountains.  

WHO: Our trip is designed for all winter sports 
enthusiasts and is family-friendly. Along with the skiers 
and snowboard riders, cross country skiing, snow 
shoeing, tubing, and snowmobiling are also available.

WHERE: Colorado: Keystone, A-Basin, and Breckenridge.

CONDOS: Aspen Ridge Condos, Keystone, Colorado

COST: Thankski price includes transportation, condo, lift 
tickets, ski rentals, common meal, and miscellaneous 
costs.  Costs are adjusted for non-skiers, those who have 
their own equipment, and those who have an Epic Pass. 
Sign up is through the Skidaddy.com website.  Please 
use the link at www.skidaddy.com/thanksgiving to 
sign up for the trip and to sign up for ski rentals. Don’t 
forget to rent a helmet if you don’t own one.  Rentals for 
non-skiers (snowshoe, cross-country skis, snowmobiles, 
tubing, and other winter activities) are extra. 

PACKAGE PRICING:

Under 5 y/o $ 590

5 – 12 y/o $ 725

13 – 18 y/o $ 770

19+ $ 815

Non-Skier Package $ 545 Excludes  
Lift Ticket and Rentals

$50 discount applies to those who  
opt for sleeper sofa beds

For more detailed information, go to  
www.thankski.com or contact Jay Johnson  
at thankski.bellevue@gmail.com
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Christian evangelist and sister of Jimmy Carter, Ruth Carter 
Stapleton once said, “Christmas is most truly Christmas when 
we celebrate it by giving the light of love to who need it 
most.” In November, we asked you to begin to consider ways 
that you can bless others during the Christmas season. Many 
Thanksgiving families and groups have adopted local families 
in need to assist with Christmas gifts. In addition, individuals 
are finding simple ways to bless strangers and their neighbors 
through simple acts of kindness. We continue to encourage you 
to be bold this Christmas and be available to God’s promptings 
when you are in the store, at school and even driving. He sent 
His Son to bring joy to others. His joy is in us and is to be shared 
with everyone.

If you are looking for a ministry opportunity this Christmas, we 
are partnering again with Bellevue Together for their Hands 
of Hope gifts event on Tuesday, December 18 from 6-9pm. 
The event is held at New Beginnings Church in Olde Towne 
Bellevue (near Bellevue Little Theater). It is offered to families 
in the Bellevue school district who have been identified by 
their school as needing assistance. During the evening, parents 
receive and wrap gifts that have been donated for their 

children. There are games and treats for children while the 
parents wrap the gifts. The Chick- Fil -A will have “Santa Cow” 
onsite to greet the children. In addition, families will be able to 
take family photos that night and have them printed to take 
home. 

Volunteers are needed that night to help with checking 
families in, wrapping, distribution of hats, gloves, socks, pillows 
& pillow cases and loading the food boxes and gift bags for 
each family. In addition, there is a need for Spanish Interpreters. 
There will be food provided for volunteers. This is a fun event 
with hands-on help and engagement with local families. We 
would love to see you there. 

If you have any questions, please contact Rhonda Rupert 
at Rhonda.rupert@thanksgiving.church or call the church 
office. You can sign up to volunteer at the Information Center 
or simply show up at New Beginnings around 5:30pm to 
receive your volunteer assignment. Thank you for continuing to 
bless our communities with your time, your talents and your 
treasures!

Connecting With 
Community
B Y  J A N I N E  W E G N E R

Volunteer with Bellevue TOgether December 18
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Thanksgiving is Debt Free! 
Since 1998 Thanksgiving has invested $5,146,500 in 
needed land acquisitions and facility expansions to 
support our growing ministries.  

• 1998 Purchased land from  
  SAC Federal Credit Union - $189,000

• 2000 Worship center addition - $3,327,000

• 2003 Purchased South lot - $259,000

• 2004 Purchased South Campus facility - $1,107,500

• 2005 Remodeled South Campus facility - $264,000

Through a number of previous capital campaigns, our debt 
was reduced to $2,390,000 and in 2008 was restructured into 
two loans with $1,390,000 in a SWAP note and $1,000,000 in 
a fixed rate loan. The fixed rate note portion was paid in full in 
June 2016 leaving a balance due of $1,162,000 from the SWAP 
note. 

In May 2016 we launched a three-year capital campaign 
entitled “Preparing for the Future” with the main goal of 
eliminating the remaining SWAP note debt by December 2018. 
Our congregation’s generous response to this appeal has been 
remarkable.

We are thrilled to report that through your faithful financial 
support of the “Preparing for the Future” capital campaign, 
Thanksgiving Church will be debt free in December 2018.

We believe that through the “Preparing the Future” capital 
campaign, God has been preparing to free us and ready us for 
an exciting new season of ministry!   

This is an exciting time at Thanksgiving. You can sense God 
preparing this community of disciples for something big. There 
have been many changes occurring over the past 24-months; 
we have experienced a number of staffing changes, there 
have been a number of physical changes to our facilities and 
signage, we celebrated and cried as we gathered to honor 
Pastor Glenn Harless as he prepares to retire as our Senior 
Pastor at the end of this year, we called Pastor David Witkop 
to become our next Senior Pastor, a new vision has been 
given to us to “Take New Ground” for God’s Kingdom, and now 
Thanksgiving will be debt free as we discern how God is calling 
each of us to “Take New Ground” into 2019 and beyond. 

Thank you again for your generous and sacrificial gifts 
above and beyond your weekly contributions to support the 
ministries at Thanksgiving. To God be the praise and glory for 
what has been accomplished and for what is yet to be done.

Planning for our annual mission trip to the Dominican 
Republic is underway. If you are interested in joining the 
next trip scheduled for July 21-31, 2019, please contact Rob 
Wegner via email at robwegs@cox.net. Mission trips are 

not only a wonderful way to serve others, but they often 
create an environment for a deeper relationship with God. 
If you have ever had a “nudge” about doing a mission trip, 
we encourage you to take the next step and reach out for 
more information. 

MISSION TRIP TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC  
SCHEDULED FOR JULY
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3702 S 370 Plaza, Bellevue, NE 68123

Are you receiving our weekly and monthly 
digital communications? If not, please email: 

laura.mallatt@thanksgiving.church

W W W. T H A N K S G I V I N G . C H U R C H

SERVICES: Saturday 5:30 PM // Sunday 8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 AM

S.A.L.T. Monthly Luncheon and Learn 
White Elephant Christmas Party Exchange
Tuesday, December 18 | 11:30am-1:30pm

Ladies Lunch 
Friday, December 21 | 11:30am 
Contact Becki Abdouch at 402-331-4561

Fresh Hope: Mental Health Support 
Group LifeSpring Church 
Tuesdays | 7:00pm

Connect Breakfast 
Sunday, January 6 | 9:30am

Starting Point 
Wednesday, January 9 | 6:15-7:45pm

Starting Point 
Sunday, January 13 |9:30-10:45am

RTF Basics: Hope, Healing,  
& Freedom Seminar 
Saturday, January 26 | 9:00am-3:00pm

New Member Dinner & Class 
Sunday, February 24 | 5:00-6:30pm

 Join us  
for Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Services
Nursery available at 3pm and 5pm

Go to www.tlconnect.church and select “Christmas Eve”  

to sign-up online, email janine.wegner@thanksgiving.church  

or sign up at the Information Center

•  Greeters

•  Communion Assistants

•  Nursery Assistants

•  Welcome Center

Contemporary Services
3pm, 5pm, 7pm

Traditional Services
9pm, 11pm

Upcoming Events

VOLUNTEER FOR  
Christmas Eve Services


